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under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Tkk Ass>Mnr.T met lu the Ar<H»‘ml»ly (.'jihutta, on Wwltiondiiy, 

Uie^l'Uli Mun h. lf)4U. Hi 4-4A p.m. 


Praaant: 

I 

Mr. S[K*aker (the Hon hie Khan Bah:wlur M. Azi/in. Haqui#, (t.i.ift.) 
iu th(^ (’’hair, IM Hon hie Mmi-iterH autJ 211^ rnemlH'rH 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to %irhich oral answers were given) 

Raoant Covammant cansus of domastic animals. 

*214. Mauivi ABUL HOBSAIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hoo'hle 
Mniijiter in ohargo of the A^nrnlture ami Imlustnes l>epartmeDi he 
pleased to whether it is a faet that the (ioverument have rwently 

made u census ol domcMtic animals ’r 

(b) if the answer to (at is in the uKirfHaii ve. will the Hon'hle 
Minister l»e [leased to state the reasons l h ♦•»#*<>( " 


MINISTER in ohargs of tha AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tha HofflMa Mr. TnmisiNldfn Khan): (a) Ym. 

(6) This is the quinquennial Live-.st<K k (’ensun carried on l>y all 
provinces and most of the States in India simultaneously according to 
the Recommendation of the Koval tonimission on Agriculture. Tbo 
object .of the census is a systematic sursvv of the live-stock wealth of 
the country and the compilatton of statistics in regard to live-stock 
2 
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wKici) are ewMintia] for deviHing way#? and meanf? foi ibe improTement of 
the li?<y»tock in the different provinces and Siates and in India as a* 
whole. 

Or. tl/RESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether as a result of this census it has . 
been found that there has been a decrease in the number of bulls in 
this province 

Thi HOfl’blt Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: The leport of the recent 
census has not yet Iveen published. * 


RaoniitiiiMit of Suporintondents of Excito* 

•215. Maulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Hxcise I>ej>aitment 1 k' d to state — 

(«) the number of vacanc ies that occ urred in the rank of Superin- 
tendent ol Kxcise, during the last two years; 

(h) whether those vacancies were filled uj> — 

(1) b> direc't recruitment, or 

(2) by pioiiuitiiuj ol othc ers oi the de}mrtmeiit ; 

(c) whcthei there is any vacaney in the said rank ai present: 

(d) if so, how do the (Joverninent j>ro]s>se to fill up the same; 

(e) whether it is a fact that the* Public St‘r\ice (kuuiuissioii adver- 

tised to fill up scune ot these >a(ancies t>\ direcd recruitment 
but it was not given effect to; 

(/) if so, wby ; 

(fj) has any Muslim i>fficei got any of these j>osts; 

(h) if not, >»hy not; 

(r) whether the rec ent tioveinment den ision of (50 per cent.) com- 
munal ratio ill the services was taken into consideration 
while filling up these vacancies; 

(;) if so, how; 

, {k) whether it ia a fact that one of these posts has very recently 

iH'en filled up by one junior officer — the Excise Prosecutor — 
having no exi>erience in the general administration instead 
of by one among the senior Insjiectors wbo have been bolding 
charges of districts for years together, 
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(l) whether the po^t of Excise IVosecutoir is Tacant now; and 

(m) if so, whether there is any officer in the department having 

requisite legal qualification and practical experience in 
prosecution works? 

. MINISTER in oharga of tlio EXCISE DEPARTMENT (tlM 
Nofi*Slo«Mr. Pntafina*Dob Roikut): (n) Three. 

{h) One by direct recruitment, and two by promotion. 

(c) and iff) No. 

(d) I>»es not arise. 

(e) , and (1) Y es. 

(/) Because it was sul>se(}uently found that the tM»rrentage of promo- 
tion from the Bengal .lunitu Excise Service to the Bengal Excise Ser- 
vice was inade<)uate and it was. therefore, dccideil to fill the vacanciaa 
by promotion. 

(h) No reservation lor was necessary in aicordance with tha 

quota fixed for communal representation. 

(;) SiiK’c the issue ol the (ioverumeiit communique there has Wen 
only one vacancy which was due to W filled up by promotion and the 
ijuestion of the communal latio does not arise in (uses of promotion. 

(^) The Excise Prosecutor was promoted on the rwommendation of 
the Publi( Servii (• (\unrniHsion who considered the claims of all 
lns|»e(tors senior to the Excise Prosecutor. 

(71/) The matter is undei considqj’ation. 

MaiHvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (6), 
will (he linn ’hie MinisPo he pleased to state the nfimes of perBons 
appointed ? 


Tht HonlBlf Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: 1 want notice. 

Maulgi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Are they Hindus. Muslims or 
Scheduled Pastes? 

ViM Hon’Wt Mr. PRAtANNA DEB RAIKUT: 1 want notira. 

Mauhri ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Does the IloiPble Minister want 
notice for the iiamefl also? 


Tkt Hon'bit Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT; Ye«. 



4 QUE8TT0!^S. [13th Mae., 

tati pulHioatioii of tho rotult of tho Junior MailratsEli ExamiiHitioiiv 

1938. 


*216> Mtiilvi MD. I8RAIL: (a) the Hoo'ble Miait^ter in; 
charge of the F>ltiration Department aware — 

(/) that the result of the Junior Madra^aah Examination 1939 
was publiHhed in the laHt week of January, 1940; and 
(n) that the late publication of the result causes in (convenience to 
the students? 

• 

(h) If the answer to (/i) <u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, what stepw he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in chargo of tho EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’hlo Mr. A. K. Faziuf Huq): (a) Yes 

(h) With the iinuilh of Ramzan gradually rec'eding from the com- 
mencement of (he Madrassah Examination, it may be {Missible to hold 
the exaiiiinulion (‘urlier and c(»nse(piently to publish the results earlier. 


Cnnt of stipends to the Scheduled Caste students. 

•217. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: to) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Edtication Ih'partmelit }><> pleased to state — 

(i) when stipends for the (uirrent session for the (college sludenta 
l»elongiii,g t(» the S( heduled (’astes were recommended by 
the Advisory ('ommittee of the Scheduled ('astes Education; 

(^n) when the abovenient i(»ne(i stijUMids were sanctioned by the 
(iov(‘rnment ; and 

(ni) when (lie stijrends wen* given to the students? 

ili) Is the lion’ble Minister aware that the delay in j>ayment of 
8ti|>ends caused iiu'onvenieiK e to the r(*ci[»ients ? 

Tho Hon*blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) ^i) On the IHth Maoch, 
1939 

pi) On the ‘JTth July, Vm. 

(ill) The first batch on the Kith Det'emlter. 1939, and tbe .aecond 
batch during Jiuiuary, llHO 

(b) Yes, but the delay was unavoidable. For one reason atijieadB 
could not be awiuxled until the scholarships sanctioned under iite new 
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ficiieia^ had gi^eti. A ftirther caa^e of dolay (which will liot 

recur) was a necessary modification in the conditions of award of Junior 
Scholarships* for S( heduled Castes. 

* Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
•pleased to state what are the nec<*sKar\ modifications in the conditions 
of awafd of Junior St\mlarships iitv Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot rememher. but 
f c^n su]ip]> . If iiotit e is piven 1 shall ans\»er the question. 

e 

m 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: «nrpi? mm pa W Tc enM ci 

First t>al< h of Students 97 *9^ Second tmU h of Students #T during 

KtijM'fid I ffTTtTF 1112191 *7TC^9 (?TWT «m ^ I 

aSj TO 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That ma> l>e true 1 

will make an eiu{ulT> . 


Selectkm of text*boohs for primery schools. 

•218. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: la Will the ITon bk 

Ministci in chaii.M of tio K<lu<ation Depaitment be pleased to lay on 
the table a "tatMiitnt ‘howiitij: >eparat« ly the immlwi of text-lMMiks 
approved h\ iht ( io\ ninciit ot Heiij.*al tor ( laro^rM 1 to IV of the free 
primary H< hooU on <<ifictcnt •'ub|e« thi'^ Near'*' 

(^) Who make-. N«‘lf(iion 4»ut of tlio-e text-hook'* f<ir IIm* parti« uiar 
M'h(Kdh? 

{< ) Has M'Uctjoii been made for tfie dintnct of J'i])t>on»? 

(</> h m. when r 

(Ct Will the II oit ble Mif)i‘'if r fa tdea‘'ed to ‘■late tfie uames of the 
members of the Text-l>o<ik C-ommittee for the ^elcntirm of the texb 
books tor the primary -a h«K U in tin* I’noiiu e of Uen^ful? 

(/* Is ihe Hon’hlc Miiii!*ter aware that thi re is a feeling? in some 
quarters — 

{t} that the foiitents ot many ‘sdected bwks lead to the spread of 
comriiunaiiviij amonir the tt ruler Ikj'sh and jrirls for whom 
they are meant ; and 

\tt) thkt the coitipulsi^ry itistnu tions in r« ligioti have also the 
* objetd of spreading conitnunalism among tfie^ tender boyn 
and trirk? • , 



• . QUESTIONS . [ L3th Mm 

Tilt Htn^Mt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (q) A statement is laid c 
the table. 

(h) The billowin^^ instrurtions have been issued by the Diree.tor i 
Public Instruction reprardin^? the .selection of text-books out of tl 
approved list for particular schools: — 

“Difltri(!t Hoards and District School Boards are requested 
choose lH)oks from the list of text.lK)oks approved by the Directi 
of Public Instruction fiir use in primary sfdiooU and maktal 
under their control. In making this (dioice, it i.s hoped that cai 
will 1 h’ taken to ensure that undue [latrona^e either of individiu 
authors or publishing houses is avoided. Inspecting* ofti(‘ei 
should not theiii.selves recoinmend lK>okH directly to primal 
sch{M>l.s and niuktabs.” 

(r) and (d) 1 have no information. 

(e) The names of meml)erH of the Text-lKK)k (^immittee are treate 
as confidential. 

if) I iiave no such information. 


referred to tn the reply to rla^fte {o\ of starred questio 
No, dlS, .ihoirtnq the number of U’.rt •Jutok.'^ on different subjeci 
approved ftrr prtnuiry .schools rn /P.‘i7 /or use rn rl/jsses 1 to IV i 
jmvutry srhoids tn the eiyht disfnrU where arronqe merit has bee 
rnadr for free pnnairy education in VW). 


( 1 ) flenf/ali Hetnler— 

Class I 
Class 11 
Class III 
Class IV 

(«) Anthmeiir — 

(Mass I 
Class II 

Classes III and IV 


NuinlM^r of text-lnioks. 

... 75 * 

... 59 
43 
.‘r. ^0 


67 

54 

43 


(5) (reography. Rural Ctvics and fCUmenU of Snmee — 

11 ... ... 24 

Classes III and IV ... ... 40 


52 • 


^ 4 ) Blemetkts of Science — 
Classes IIP and IV 
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<5) Rthiffioui Imtrticlim (for Hindujt ) — Nottlw of toxt-booka. 

Claaseft TIT and IV ... ... 27 

(6) Religio^n Instmciion {for Muslims) — 

Claaa I ... ... 29 

Cla«« 11 ... ... 24 

Claaa Til ... ... 17 

ClasH IV ... ... 15 

Claaaea III and IV ... ... 4 

^( 7 ) Denf/oh C op;j Hook — 

C4laa.-* 1 
II 
HI 

('laH.s IV 

(8^ English Prtnver — 


(na,Hs III ... . . 4^1 

Enyli.ih Header — 

ClaHd IV ... ... 35 

(9) English ('opg Book — 

ClaMH III ... ... 12 

Claaa IV ... ... 12 


Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the IIon'blB MiniHier l>e 
pleased ti/ .state wliv the names cif tlie ineinhers of the Text-Book Com- 
mittee art* trtnited as ( onfidential i' 

Thf Hofi’bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They are treated m 

confidential. 

• ^ 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Why are U»ey treated aa con- 
fidential 't 

Thi HOfl’bIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1’here are many reasona. 
They have alway.s been treated as confidential. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: I want to know the reaaaa. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA^I: Will the Hon^bie MiniaUr be 
pldksed to state whether, in view of the altered circumstances of the 
Prorinctai (ioveromeut, he will be pleased to enlightap us as 4o the 
aaxnes of the members of tbe Text- Book Committee J' ^ 


29 

28 

ll 

8 
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?8 

Th* HM’Mc Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I l^ink one of the 

why the nainof* (>f the niemhors of the Text-Book Cf>>nraittee are kept 
eonfiiiential if- to avoid trio much (’aIlva‘-Hir^^^^ 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAill: Will the Hon'ble Ministei he 
pleawed to hlate if he i.s aware of the fact that the Te^t-Book Com.- 
fiiittee iiieinfters are known, even thou<jrh their nanieN are not pwblished, 
to jnitdif'tierN and canvas.serh? 

Mr. SPEAKER: T! lat rpieHtion doeh not aiine. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With Kdeieroe to an^wer«(>), will 
the llon'tde Ministei f»e pleas<*d tn stale how in ttie Text-Book (ioio- 
Miittee toirned anH wdiat is tf»e proofdnre !*' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (|ueMion <lor*s not uiif-e. There are defi^iite 
nilen. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI. Witl» referenie to anf-wer (r) and (r/), wheie 
it i« Mtiid “I fiave no inforiiiatMin, ' will tfo lion hie Minister be 
pltHiHed to Htate whether the cinestion wa> sent to tlip di-ttict aiithoritleB 
and whether any reply wa-^ -noit h\ tliein? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doeh loti arise, f'nder the law, 
tfiat is a niattei tor tfie S( loud Ihiard. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minist^*} 

he pleiLsi«‘d (o .state fiow lono the Text-liook (.'ommittee has been 
fimctionin^’^ ? 

Thf H0f1*bl6 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 don’t reniemher, hut 1 
must have notue 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA ; F(>r how nianv yeareP 

Th« Hon’Ible Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Foi three years . I do 
not know When tfieN hejran or when they will end. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to stale when the term oi their office will end? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (jue^tion iloee nut arise. 

Tht.l^!IHt Ml. Af K. FAZLUL HUQ: The l^^iuuing musi he 
known bati^e any|bipg can be said about, tbe 
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• Hit. ATUL CHAHORA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaaed to 8av, with relefenre Ui aii8wer (/), whether be f«red to enquire 
into the alie^ratioDs made bv Dr. Shyaiuaprosad Moctkerjee sozne time 
back that some ot the text-b(H>ks ooutain most objertionHble matters 
‘ that are c^ieulated U> hurt the relijrioiis feelings of Hiiidue and lead 
.to the spit‘ad nt ('oiUTiiuiia)ism auionjwt lender hoys.*^ 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQ: I ha>e made enquirieii^ 

and 1 c an tell the Hc nse ilial thi** « harjjre is absohiteK iinfcuindcy}. The 
(►nl\ detinite statement that 1 ronh! {/el ^^as that in some text-book it 
•was ‘stated that Iwef v^a*- a deln loiiv iniul. 1 irit‘(i to tind it out, but F 
have not been aide to iret the book where litis passage oreiirs. If 1 
can see. I wd! Hnd ntit, whet Iter there is an\tliiii{/ in the nature 

(d a touiiiiiir.al (hinaitet A \a>j:ue ( luiTj/e like tliat. T lunnot enquire 
into. 

9 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: rr hrt; 4T fir 

JFt: ■nnrrsswrc 

?rrf^rnrf¥c?^ :x Call rsro 

<S46t ITTC ^^<5^ if err? :rf ^ 

^ 9 ?" ccTnrnif er 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ii.,ve cilUil » 

COiifenOM e 


Consulting local M.L.A.^s in making nominations to 8elf»govorning 

local bodias« 

*219. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: Will the 

Hon’ble Ministei in <haj;:«- ‘d the Self-( jf»\ ernmeiit ik'partment 

be pleased lo state whotlor i he t i.i\ei mnent »ontemplate the de.sirabilit y 
of issuin^r iristrm lions tti ih«‘ (’u<!e tlftoer^. the Siihdivisional Officers 
and t^e Ikistmt Ma^/istrate**. as the case ?ua\ b<*. for consulting the 
local M.L.A.’s in the matter of mon/nation tc’ the rnion Hourdtt, Ixaal 
Boards, the l^^tric-t Boards .md the Municipality'' 

MINISTER in charga of tho LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon^t Nawab Khwa)a Habibullah BaliatStr, of 
Daeoa); It is op«n to local M L A s to jrive such su^^estioDB rej^ird- 
in^r nomination (o local bodies within their resf»ei*tive areaii a« they 
mify (onaider desirable t<i the officers riietitioned by the hon’ble meml»er; 

ii ctoea not tile ref ore seem necesaary to iffue auy aimb iuftruction. I 
an, prepai'ed to iasue a circular to ibo that any tuck 
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^uggeftions in respect of the matters mentioned by the hon*ble memb^ 
-which may be received by these officers from the local M.L.A.’s should 
4>e given the fullest consideration. 

Mr. iAlANKA SEKHAR SANYAt: Is the Hoodie Minister 
aware that in Kandi and Jangipur subdivisiofis in the district of 
Murshidahud, the union board nominations were determined a con- 
ference in wliicli only members of the Coalition Party were invited? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (|uest ion does not arise, 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ ble^ Minister 
be pleaseil to state if the IckuI M.L.A.’s of the Coalition Party were 
H’orisulted in the matU*r of nomination to union boards? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ilow can he answer that (question? There^are 
-about *4,0011 union hoards. You may put any general question. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
t)e pleaswl to state if he is aware that, some time hack, union boanl 
nominations were determined bv calling a conference in which only 
the members of the (Wlition Party were invited excluding the members 
•of other parties? 

The Hoii*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dim: 

! am not aware of any such conference in which Coalition Party 
fnenibers were consulted in regard to this matter, 

Mr. SHAHEOALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if it IS not a tact that he himself changed the names sent by the Dis- 
trict Magistrate at the request of the M.L.A.’s of the Coalition Party? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mairtvi AHMEO ALI MRIOHA: With referea<-« tu the llon'ble 
Minister’s lui.swer, vix., “I am, however, prepared to issue a circular,” 
•will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state if he hae alrea4ly issued 
:a circular or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has alrt^udy said that he is prepared to uteue 
^ circular. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SAMYAL: Will the Hon Ue gini.^ 

l>e pleased to stale if he- is aware that ia > m»ny«. c a an ^AboMinyiial ImU 
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bf iibaux>btioQ 9 seat bj the District Magistrate were cban^d oa 
account of certaiti suf^gr^tions which were receivetf from the members 
of the Coalition Party? 

Tht Hofi’Mb Naivib Khw«|a HABIBULLAH Bahadur, uf ffam: 

•I reprret very much to iiav that the honourable member is not awat*e 
that ulfion hoard nominations are not sent to the Hoirble Minister at 

• II, but they are sent dirert to the l*ress for publication in the (lasette. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: N the HoiChle Minister 
•aware that ulthoujrh tiles t«» t!»e Divisional ( ^^fnln^ssione^, still 
letters are sent fiom the TIon’hle Minister's oth<‘e? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That Ijnestion d«MV4 not arise. 

f Mr, NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: With reference to the answer 

given, viz,, “I am. however, prepared to issue a l ircular t(» the effect 
that any such suggt*stions lu resptH t of the matters mentioned by the 
lioMourable member which may be nseived by these officers fn>m the 
local M.Ij.A.'s should he given the fullest consideration,” will the 
Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether he is going to issue such 

• circular? 

Tht Hon’blt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daaaa: 

If tiiat is the desire ot the lions**, I shall issue a circular, 


AppoifitmtnU made in dtpartmanU under tha Hon'blt Ravtnua 

Minister, 

*tn. Mr. ABOUR RA8CHI0 MAHMOOO: (a) Will the Hon’hls 

Minist^ in charge of the Ks?veuue I)ei>artnieut l>e pleased Ui state how 
many — 

(t^ officers, and 

(it) clerks. 

hare been appointed in the dejsirtmente un<ier him since the 1st April, 

1 ^? 

. (6) How many of them are — 

(4) Muslims ; 

• (it) Scheduled ('astes ; 

(iu) Caste Hindus; and 

(iv) other communities? 
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{c) Ilaff any orfI«*r been issued to flie different departments tind4r 
him to /[five eJffert to the ratio question in appfdntin^j offirers and clerha 
from different (ommunities of this I'rovineey 

(d) If so, will he }»e plea>ed to lay on the table a copy of the samelj 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy); {a) Mid (h) A sfatement 

iiirnishin^^ the iufonnation in renpeet ot appointments raede in the 
venue Depurtnieiit and in the othce of the Board ot Kevenue is piluved 
Oft the table. 

{c) Ves. ^ 

(d) A eopy of the Revenne Department Memo. Nok. K894-88fM/5, 
dat<*d the 14th Au^'iist, l{Kt9, attd i(> eiicbiMjre, is !aid on the Tiibrary 
tiible. 


kSUUenunt rff*>rfed to in the, repiif to rlauArjt (a) and (h) of starred qwMion 

So. 220. 



ffumlNT of oiB- 
cer* eppolnti'd 

Numtier cf *|rrkn fipjM tnu*<! 

Nuiif of 
<WiiMrtrn4<ni. 

I’frnu- 1 
nt'Dt 

IVnuK.- 

rar; 

fVmi»n«*ni 

f imiiorajT. 

Mu»- 

linii* 

Si hf- 
dulcd 
f'MUW 

i » anu- 
I liimltin 

O0»*-r 

Mim- 

iHuniiii-i- 

llDiK ; 

S< he- 
dulcd 
( MU*» 

('Mte 

Hiudiu 

Other 

coDtntu* 

uiiiea. 

Rc venue 
I>fpnrtni<nt 

1* 

(('Mte 

Hln 

du) 





1 

( Indian 

1 hrU- 
uan) 


:i 

7 


Ronrd of ftevi' 
HIM’ 


(CftfU- 

HUi 

dup) 

•f 



1 



if 



•PKint of 2n(J \iu>ImUiji( f^fTrUry The Offlctr wa* alnadv a mrnif>ei cl the JkiigiiJ t IvU Seokw. 
••Ik'th thoee Offlcent were alr<'iul\ nieniluTR of (lie fk'ntfHj l i>il spr\ice 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the lioi.'ble Minister be pleased 
to state why no Seheduletl (’asU‘ tandidate was apjKunted in the 
piennanent cadre either o! the Revenue I)e]u4rlmen1 ttr of the Board of 
Itevenue Y 

Tht Hon’Mf Sir BUOY RASAD SINGH ROY: Because permap 
nent appKUutmeuts were nuide from the tenijxtrary men, and probably 
there was no candidate available in the temporary (adre who could be 
appointed. 

BMhi PREMHARI BARMA: No. Sir, there are temporary* men 
from the Scheduled Castes. , 

Tbb Hon’bM Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That may be m>, 

but probtibly utter the penuunent appointments were made; i 
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IS 


unbarred questions 

. (answer* to which %irere laid on the table) 

■ . Eiiforceiiiffit of commufial rptio in oteriMl appointmtnts in Painia 

Cofteetorate. 

103« Maulsi AZHAR ALI: {a) Will (ho Hon' bio Mini^itor in charge 
of the Revenue ijuent be pleased to state whether 50 |>er cent, 

ratio of appointments has been g'iwn eftect in tiwe ot the ministerial 
etuff of flisliirtsi' 

(/>) Ft (he answer to [a\ in the aftirinadve. will (he tfon'ble 
Minister be [^ba.sed to 'ilate — 

(i) the number ol clerks both in (he upj>er ami lower dlviaionn 
aj»|»ouite<i ill (he district ot l^abnu (Col lei* to rale and 
(racy I sifu'e the hxation of the ratio miestion , and 

(it) how many d' them are — 

{{) Mushnirt. 

(2) Caste H’-ndus, ami 
(d> Scheduled Ciistes!^ 

Tha Hon’bis Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Ym 

(b)(i) No [lermauent apfsuntniefil either in the upfier division or in 
the lower division has l>een made sin* e the fixation of the ratio 
qu<«tion. 

There were, hnwe>ei. 22 temfK>rar> upfMUutmeutH including' k}i 4 i$ 
and attjw hed estates TahsildarH. 

(u) (1) Mu*»limH .12 

(2) Ciw»te liindiH .. H 

(di Scheduled Ca.stoH . . 2 

Total . . . 22 


Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon'ble MiuUter be pleased to 
etate if the Kha^ Mahal ei^tate tahnildiirs are included in the minibtenal 
staff of the district 5" 


Tilt HtfPNt Sir BUOY PRAiAO ilNCH ROY: No, Sir. 
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iarta bridgn avar t»m riaar Hakli in Otilttagong. 

lot- Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in char| 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to staw. 
whether he has xeceived a revised rough istimaie and sttrvey report lor * 
the Sarta bridge over the river Halda bn the Chittagong'Hathazari*. 
Mugachari Itoad in the district of Chittagong? i 

{b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when the Government intend to commence the work of actual, 
construction of the said bridge ; and 

(«) how many years the proposal of the (onstniction of Che said 
bridge has been under the consideration of the Govei nnient ? 

MINISTER tn charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srieohandra Nandy, of 
Coeeimbaiar) : (a) No. 

{h) Does twi arise. The jiioposal will be considered when Govern- 
ment receive the revised plans and estimates. 


Mmage from the Bengal Legislative CouvtoiL 

The Seereiary ih<‘n read the following message which has been 
re<*eive<l from the Iteiigul liegisJative (Council, namely: — 

"Thai (oucurrence of the Assembly be asked to the Bengal Patni 
'I’aluks Heguiatiou (Amendment) Bill, iis passe<l by the Bengal 

liOgislative CuunnI at its meeting on the ^drd Febniary, 1940.” 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

4S*- 1 nduatriee— I ndustriee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Exeellencv the Governor, I beg to move that a sura of 
Re. 15,12.0(K1 be granted for expenditure under the head "43 — Indue- 
tries”. In commending this Industrial budget of the province for the 
consideration and approval of the honourable members of this HoUvSe, 
I would submit tlmf although our res4mrees have not permitted us to 
provide for large schemes, provision have been made for a number of 
comparatively smaller c»nes which 1 think would none the le.-«s be found 
important and useful to the industrial economy of the province.* The 
details of these schemes are available in the printed budget preeeAted 



1940.] 


dem/nds for Grants. 15^ 

before tlie HoQ«e. Apart from the ina4)tH}uai\v of funds whirh impoaed 
on U8 a handicap and m^e us rather conservative, there was another 
reason for which it was thought necessarv to p<»stpone some of the 
higgcr schemes which had been under consideration of Government.. 
As the honourable memWrs know, the question of surveying the indus- 
trial position in Bengal, its |rohlems and difhculties and the pos- 
sibilities of further industrial expansion has been referred to the Bengal 
Industrial Survey Committee. The (\imiiiittee has Wn functioning 
for about a year and the vasfness of the work which it has lH*eii called 
upon to do suggests that it will he at lea.st a few months more before 
its lab(»urs are at an end. I trust honourable iiienibers will agree with 
nie that U is appropriate and advisable to await the recoinniendation 
of this expert committee before einharkiiig up«*n an> large schemes of 
expansion. I iiia\ inform the Hoti**** that the t 'onimittee have so far 
submitted two schemes, one on the marketing of rottage industry pro- 
duets and the other on the devehipinenl of electricity in relation to 
industries 111 Bengal and that steps hav<‘ been taken h\ Government 
to assess these proposals in all their hearings, As the ijiiestion of 
marketing and financing is the most serious pmhlem for the recuperation 
of cottage industries, the selienie foi the marketing of .ottagt* industry 
prodiK'ts as fcMinulaled h> tlie Industrial Survey ('oniiiiittee is parti- 
cularly important It is rxpeeted that out of tlie silotnes suggested 
by tlie ('ommittee. (iovernment sliouhl W able to ilevise some such 
methods and measiiies as would he of substantial assistance to the 
industries of the provime 

'Pile subject of Weights ami Measures has just been transferred from 
the Buhlit' Health and Local Self-tiovemmeiit Depart nient to the 
Industries Department, and I am now considering the question of the 
appointment of u Committee for considering the lines on whieh provin- 
cial legislation should he enacteil for giving effect to the stHiidardi.satiou 
of the Weights Act recently pas.sed by the (iovernment of India. 1 am 
also considering the (jue.stion of necessary legislation for the standurdiaa- 
ti<»n of ^^ea^u^es which is a jiroyimial **ubjeit. 

Hengars jirimipal problem, I am tempted to say even at the risk 
of repetition, is one of making the wa> smooth for a w ell-halanetf(f 
developffieiil in industrie.s and agriculture. Sime the vast majority of 
our people live in the villages and are ilependent on a precarious living 
out of agriculture, the nece.ssity for the expansion ot existing indiistrieii. 
and the establishment of new industries with a view to adding to their 
income, i.s almost overwhelming. Agriculture has ceuseil t<» be 
sufficiently rerniinerative, the jiressure of population Indiig excessive. 
The result Las been a progressive impoverish men t of the countryside. 
Whi^t is needed under the circuiii-tam es is, therefore, a two-fold and 
c<voi^i®ated programme of improving agriculture and developing 
indnatriea. While on the one Land agriculture shffuld be umdi^ 
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«conomic«lly more remunerative by the introduction of better farming 
methods, better marketing organisational, contributing towards better 
price of agricultural products and by other ancillary means, the 
decadent cottage industries, on the other hand, will have to be revived 
and new industries, both large and sinall, established so that the surplus' 
agricultural population may be switch^ oft to industrial avocations 
and under-employed agricultural workers who have to waste four* 
to 6ve months every year may be provided with subsidiary o(’cupations. 
In this way alone could more purchasing power be made available to 
the agriculturists and the standard of living among the masses raised. 
This, I admit, is a formidable task, but is worth putting in of every 
ouni'e of our energy and we have been making all possible endj*avour to 
this t>nd, permissible within the limits of our resources. 

(■funing to the activities of the Department ot Industries during the 
outgoing year, I am happy to tell you that there has been expansion 
in several <lirectious and a number ot important schemes has been earthed 
into action. Some ot these have been more in the nature of preparatory 
arrangements with a view to laying the foundations of more compre- 
hensive industrial possibilities in the province than in the nature of 
concrete imlustriul projects, while others relate* to sjiecitic results 
obtained to which I shall presently turn First «»t all. 1 should invite 
the attention of the honourable members to the working ol the newlv- 
t'leated Industrial Intelligeme Section nhich was established towards 
the end of lil'lH as a part of the Department of Industries with the 
object ot co-ordinatiug all the investigatory and statistical activities 
of the department as far as they relate to tlie industries and their 
various aspects This lias led to the removal ot u long-felt want, for 
the department was experiencing great ditficulties in meeting the grow- 
ing needs ot the public in the matter ot supplying ndiahle industrial 
data and ot collecting fiu ts and figures relating to the various industries 
ot the proviui'c. As the encouragement of local industries is the 
accepted pidn v of (loverment with a view to improve the economic 
I'onditions of the masses, it was indeed necessary tor tlie deparWient to 
possess a machinery like this, through which detailed data regarding 
the existing and new industries could he regularly collected and dis- 
seminated to the public it is on the hasi> of such industrial «lata 

that any useful programme of industrial development could he formu- 
lated and executed, The section did useful work during the year and 
produced as many tis twelve iletuileil reports on the surveys of important 
cottage and small industries i>f the province. Besides, a detailed 
fitatistical study on the grow'th of joint stock l ompanies in Bengal was 
published which has been acknowledged in responsible quarters as a 
very useful document describing the trend of joint «tm‘k enterprise in 
Bengal. Similarly the surveys of many other important industries 
like handmade paper, haudioum cotton weaving industry, silk weaving. 



1940.] - DEMILNDS FOR GRANTS. 17 

etc., Uave already* been completed and the final reporta thereon 
fSn ncrw in process of jyeparation. The work of the sectionNs thus 
one <>f considerable utility to the department us a whole and to the 
industrial public who want to he supplied with dependable information 
OB (he respective subjects in which they happen to be interested. 

The establishment of the Government Industrial Museum and the 
Moving Exhibition during the year is another step forward. It is a 
matter of very great sat ist act ion that no less than several lakhs of 
people have so tar visited the Industrial Mnseinii and the people in the 
country-side have evinced considerable interest in tlie Moving Exhi- 
bition. In the matter of creating an iinlusf rial-minded ness in the pro- 
vince, r ^rust honourable ineniher> N^ill r(>ncede. the role of tljese insti- 
tutions i> un mist aka hie. W hilt‘ the .Museum will serve as the rallying 
grouitd <if Bengal s industrial piaalucto and a centre of vulnahle com- 
mercial ami industrial suggestions, the moving exhibition will eonvey 
th«* inspiration and lessons einboditai in the Museum to the scattered 
c(*uut I V -side I he Musouni has had the honour ot being visited b_\ 
eminent men lik<* Dr. Tagore, s,,nic (d tlo‘ HoiTble Ministers of other 
jirovmce.s, llon’hle Judges of the High (’ourt, distinguished professors, 
emienl businessmen and v\ ell-known journalists and there wen* none 
amongst the visitors who had not a good word for it. The good wislies 
extended hv the (list ing-uish»*d men and women ot (he c»uin(r\ w’ill 
continm* to give gieaf encouragement to the manug<*ment in forging 
theij wa\ alo'ad. 

To another iisctul sclieine which was inaugurated during the year, 
I tliink. 1 should also make a reference J'lie Ibuigal Indtistrial 
Ke.search B»»ard whi<h had heen sanctioned lor tWD Neals in I!ldS was 
<(uistituted oiiIn in Kehriuir\, N\ith emiirenf sciiuitists and indiis- 

trialist.s ot repute in Bengal. With the avnilahle funds I{h 
the Board has been able to decide upon a number of scljeine.s of indus- 
trial research tc» he carried on nnd(*r the auspif es of the (’alcntta T’niver- 
.sitN and tlie Industrial ]{c*soar« )» Laboratory of tlo* departm(*nt. 
Ke[>oil.s^no far receivc'd thiough the cb'partment from tlie IVovinciul 
Research Board t«*nd to indicate a sound progress in all directions, and 
it may be expected that reallx prudmlive result.s will flow' from the 
researcji work of the Board and will lead to the attainment of these 
objective.s, namely — 

strengthening the economic position of new industries for 
whose benefit specific research work was undertaken ; and 
(/>) opening out the pimsibilities of new lines of manufaetiire the 
product^! of which it is expected will replace the imported 
stuff of allied character. 

• 

N^t, the activities of the Department ol Sericulture and Silk 
Waaving should deaerve a mention. During the last throe years several 

t . 
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schemes were inaugurated for the improvement of the silk industry of 
Bengal in all its branches, and it is a pleasure to me to report that all 
these measures are heginniug to show quite encouraging results. First 
of all new hybrid races of silkworm producing cocoons were introduced 
with the result that the resultant eo<*oons at the present moment show 
a much larger silk content and much longer filaments than those of the 
old rjiics, with a very high resistivity in resf)er‘t of diseases. For these 
improved races of worms, a keen deiikand has arisen among th^ rearers 
in Hengai. The ii<‘w n‘eling machiner\ ami imdhods devised by the 
ji:**parlnH*nt arc* }»ecoining more and more ]>opular among the reeling 
classes. Then the establishment ot the Haw Silk ('onilitioning House 
at Howrah in 19d8, for testing raw silk with the object of fixing grades 
of Bengal silk, wais another step forwanl for impntving th(‘ prospects 
of the industries in Bengal. It is reported that f]»e services of this 
Conditioning House are being utili.sed In business liouses in an increas- 
ing measiire and also by some of the branclies of the All-India Spinners' 
Association. Besidc's, the various schemes of re.Hear<*}i which are bejng 
worked f(»r the improvemenl of mulberr\ leaves, (‘ure of the diseases 
of wornis, testing (d soil for mulberr\ , etc., have, it is rej)orted, been 
attended with encouragifig results Further, the Silk Teclinological 
Institute at Berliafripon* has been thorouglily reorganised -the necessary 
equipments have been supplied in the shape of new machin<*rv, necessary 
stuff, etc., and it is expected that in a few months the Silk AVeaving 
and Dyeing Institute at Befhamp{»re will develop into a fiill-ffedged 
training and research institute for silk wca\ing whicli, working in 
lonjunctioii witli the Sericulture Section of the* d<*j)aitnu*nt , will i)lay 
ve'fv promi(*nt part in tin* <le\ elequiient of tin* silk imlustrv of the 
province. A\'«* have had an opportnnil,\ of comj)arin^ our work with 
that in otlnu provima*-. the l.a-t .Ml-lodi.i Scinultura) ( 'onfereiH'.e 

in M\s(ere. am! it is u lujittcr of particulai satisfaction that we were 
f<»und to be doing well. I am aware that tht'n* is an imj)atieu('’e in 
certain epiarters about the results of the experiments undertaken. I 
do not grudge* thi*< iin]>atit‘nce* but w«*lconn* it as an indication of the 
inte'lligcnt and active interest taken in <»ur weerk by the juilJlic. At 
the same time, I must sound this note ed warning that the sc'ientific 
process, in whatever sphere of research it may be, is necessarily a slow 
moving one, and it is md unlikely that simie time should elaps^ before 
a<*tuul results are to hand. In rt*gard to sericulture, the task was 
particularly difficult, but I am happy to say that w’c have* been able 
to devise metliods w'hich will be of substantial help to the once famous 
sericullural and silk industr\ of Bengal. To tho.se who are not fully 
satistied with tlie working of the department, I would apjM^al that they 
should give us the benefit of whatever concrete and practic al suggestinng 
thc\ ma> ()ffcr. and I can assure them that these wdll receive the giost 
careful consideration. Another si'heim* which might deserve a men- 
tion is the rec»rganisutiou of a number of peripatetic weaving schools 
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which have been funetioniiijr f<»r a number of years in different districts, 
of* Beniful. Hand-loom oiitton weavinjr is the j>riiu’ipul oet upation of 
more than three lakhs of peitple in Henjful and as a subsidiar> oeeupa- 
tion it is eusil\ capable ot adding' the scanty incomes of the agricul- 
tural workers. As sucli any step to improve the weaving industry in 
the’ countrvside and to educate the weavers «»r intending weavers on 
better weaving metlnnls should be < onsideretl \er\ neces«,arN . The 
peripatetfc weaving sidiools have been functiiming with an increasing 
measure of success, ami under the new scheme, the\ Imve been better 
e(]uipped to impart weaving education tt» the village weaveis as W(dl 
as the outsiile public in a mm h more elficient manner. The parties® 
will sliow^ to the luial wnrket'' the ‘.tipciior mUantages of modern 
labour saving looniv ami weaving applianct‘> ami a»'cessor it‘N. I he pn>- 
cesses of dyeing ot \arns ami [uinling ot fabrics am! prat'tical methods 
of weaving of fabrics of new ami attractive designs so that they may 
manufacture new t\pes of fabtics. mote* tisi-fully (*mi»lo\ their limiledi 
resoiyct's ami sui'cesstuilv met*! competition from mill-made products 
as far as po>sible 

Anottier .scheme of importance tliat will be jmt into (*ft'ect this year 
is the instaUation <d the dutc W’eaving IMant at the Serampon- Weaving 
Instittilt'. Its imjiortarice arises from the tact that although jutc is a 
special protluct (d Hengal, the pitssihilit i(*s ot its industrial uses have 
not \et been adeijuately e.\ploied There is no doubt that it with iho 
introduction ot suitable pro<'esv(.s, }ufc is emp)o\ed In the weaving of 
various taluics. it will mean a lienicmbuis adxantaip' t(» flic rural 
jMMijile. tof inic weaving ma\ piovnle a piofitabb- oeeiijiation to the 
rural masses | e.xpeet that this ^rlieme when aetualK pul into oper’u- 
ti(m will serve us a training eeiitie foi students in jute weaving who 
will «‘arr\ the lessons far into the villages ^o that in jirocess of time 
a luer^itive hand-loom jute weaving imiustrv !na> come into evistence. 

Another institution of considerable industrial sigrnficume to tlio 
province maintained b\ the Industries Department is the Ifengal Tan- 
ning fn.stkute to wliii h I may be permitted to make a reterenee. Tho 
Institute bus been ftdlowing a three-fold programme, viz , reseai'cb, 
training and projiaganda, and by pushing it on sfeadtastls, (be Instituio 
has been ^hle to improve the condition of leather industry to u consi- 
‘derubJe extent. Manufacture of Icatlicr, hoots ami shoes and leather 
grtods lias been expanded .suh.Htantiall\ and the department is making 
effort.s to stimulutt^ furtlier expansion h\ all possible means at itn 
disposal. It is gratifying to mention that the In.stitute has achieved 
striking progress in respect ot the inunnfacture of chrome shoe ujiper- 
•leather, box and willow .sides and calf in Calcutta a> a result of researcb 

undertaken and training given. 

• 

In i^pect fd the working of 28 demonstration pai^’es functioning 
under the name of the Cii employ merit Kelief Scheme, I should inform 
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the houourable members of this House that the results obtained frym 
their workin^^, thouj^h fairly satisfaetory hitherto, have not been quite 
up to the expectations, and in order tf) ensure more satisfactory results 
and j^reafer efficiency, I propose to reorjranise it thoroughly in the 
near futun*. • 

I have placed before the House short descriptions of the work on 
which tile Dejnutnient of Industries i^ concentrating attention, and 
1 am afraid, it may iu>t be a very impressive account that I have been 
able t(» give sou. Hut 1 would crave \(>ur indulgence when I submit 
that due to tlx* limitations of funds, we have had to postpone certain 
other {>roje<‘ts wliich should have been provided tor in t'oe present 
budget. The outbreak of the War has creatt‘d a situation of uncer- 
tainty and in the circumstances a certain measure of caution should 
naturullv he exercised in incur ring e\ j)enditure of a recurring nature. I 
mu\ assure >o\i, Sir, that (lovernmtuit are awake to the needs of the pro- 
vince in the matter of industrial development Hut at the samt* time I 
must lay stress on the various limitatitms that ^urKnind a Provincial (lov- 
ermnent in this matter-. 'I’he limitation ot finance is the most serious 
handicap dm* to which a Pi*ovincia1 (iovernmcnt cannot undertake any 
large schemes (»t development that would involve the expenditure of 
large sums of moneN . This is one of the main rt'asoiis tor whi(‘h the 
department hjis been devoting inoie concentrated attention on the ways 
and means wherein the cottage ami small scab* industries can be regene- 
rated and pronmterl than on the largt* categ(uies of industries. Hy this 
1 d(» not mean t«» suggest that the department has nothing to (b) or does 
not <lo anything for the mediunr-sized and largi* scale industries. As 
a mutter of fai t, the de|>artmi*nt pi(»vides technical knowledge, finaiu'ial 
aid in some form or other and industrial intelligence of any type that 
may be leijuired by these imlustries. 

Sir, I have endeavoui-<‘d to give you an idea ot what tin* department 
achieved during the «»utgoing >ear and what the\ propose to*' do in the 
i'oming year in discharge of their responsibilities. I am fully aw’are 
that this aci’ount lucks in an\ spectacular schemes of development and 
that what we have succee<led in doing falls fur short ot expectations. 
Hut this much we claim that within our limitations we have not lacked 
in intiative and spared no pains in apportioning the available funds 
between different items of expenditure in the best possible manner. 
We have started the investigation of industries and the survey of their 
po.ssibilit ies. We are aw-aitiiig their results and when wTtbin a few 
months they will be available, we shall be in a position to chalk out 
lines of new developments and new’ expansions. We yield to npne in 
our anxiety to see an industrially advanced Bengal, and in ouf earnest- 
ness to convert the country-side into better places with a better and 



21 


1940.] DJIMANDS F(iR GRANTS. 

fuller life. But tiit^re are formidable bundieaps in tbe way. and it is 
aj^ainiiit tliis perspective that 1 would appeal to the honourable members 
to asses.s our activit> and pronounce their judffinent. 

• With these words. Sii, I commend m\ motion fi>r the acceptance of 
the* House. 

Maultfi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker. Sir. 1 be^ to move 
that the tlemaml (d R> I'l. for expenditure under the head 

“4;t — -Industries — I ndustries*’ reduced b\ Its 11)1) 

Sir. 1 move this cut motion to lirin^r up once more Itefore the country 
the econoi^iii* bankruptcv (d this pro\ince; and to l>rin^»^ home direct 
to (fovcrntnent the ^lavitv of the situation I must \er\ biiefly narrate 
the histor> (d the textile indu>ji\, past and present. In thi.s wav I 
would like to drau the attention of Goveinment and to point out what 
sort of re,sp»msihilit\ lies with them with te.speet to the ruination ol the 
induct r\ . 

Textile indii.str.\ can he cla.ssitinl under three heads. namel\ , cotton, 
.silk ami wiadlen industries, ami it is a matter (d histor\ that Benpral 
before tlie advent ot the Hntishers not only supplied her own elolhen, 
at least cotton am! silk chdlies. hut alsii exporte<l these two fahrii's to 
outside eiuin tries. 

With relen-me to this jKuiit. I ma\ <jUott‘ a feu lim‘K from a valuahle 
hook written l\\ the ^^reat economist Mr. d. (‘ Sinha in liis hook 
entitled ‘tieonomic Annals ot HeTijfal.” At d4 and do tlie 

gentleman u rites : ' Heiij^ral j’ottoii ^^oods ‘were dispiosed to the We«t 

and N(*rth. inland, as tar as (iiizerat. Lahon* and e\eii Ispahan.' They 
also uent h\ sea to the markets of Hasiali. Mocha and dedda." He 
i^^ocs on to .«.a> : * ' Kasimhazar. which is now the chief centre (d the silk 
in<lustr\ in Hen^jal, was faimnis for its lar^i'e prodiu’t ion ot rau silk a« 
early as the he^inninff ot the seventeenth <'entur>.’’ Not onl> this. 
The said gentleman also writes, “'I'he Kii^lish e\iM»r1eil the tamouH 

Dacca muslins about the \ear lt»t»t» and h\ the \eai IhTo the fashion of 
wearinj^ muslins, the eostliei taluicf* ot I)ac(ai. and the cheaper stutfa 
from other jiarts of the eountrx, Ijceame prettx ^^eneral in Kn>^:land. 
After the Revolutiim of lf»HM. a pasKion tor cidoured Hast Indian 
calicoej-’ spread through all classes of that country Fhe f’ompany’a 
trade in Bengal silk manufactures also increased at this time on 
ac<*ount of the establishment of Kiifflisli factories at Kasimbazar and 
Malda. This profitable trade in cotton and silk ]»iece-j 4 oods I)e^an to 
.expand rapidly all throuj^-h the last (luarter of the seventeenth 
century. ’ About the woollen indnstrv so far as I know there is no 
systematic history written of Benjral, but this much cun be gathered 
that wdollen clothes were in use in Bengal for a hmf? tiim* — some 
poarser kind.s of this cloth were imiMirted from Til>et and Bhutan and 
the J<>er textures were manufactured in Heniral.. It <-un also be traced 
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4hat shiploadfi of ram and ewe were shipped from the Murehidabad 
district to Australia to introduce the woollen culture there. Therefore, 
the irrave question arises as to how this industry came to an end in 
BeiiKaJ. The first trace that can be found is in the Acts of Parlia- 
menf and in 1700 and in 1720 two Acts were passed by that august 
body prohibiting any Englishman to import ot use any goods, silk or 
cotton, manufactured in Bengal. Then the story of cutting the 
thumbs of the Bengal weavers is also known to the Bengal public. Two 
theories are given — one is that some of the officers of the East India 
(Vitniiany <*ut the thumbs of the weavers to pn'vent them from weaving 
cloths in India and another story is that due to the oppression of the 
^owHst/iaH of tlie East India Coinpany weavers themselves cut their 
fingers so that the> may not be oppressed again for weaving cloths 
for tlie East India Company. Xow\ Sir, this is the story about the 
cotton industry. About the silk industry al.so some sort of oppression 
was j)erfx‘trated by the f/oinnstlia^i of the East India Company su that 
the country produce could be slopped. At page HI of Mr. Sinha’s 
book, abfuit the cotton industry he quotes the statement from the 
writings of Mr. Bolts. He says. “The Company’s (/(nnastJnis make the 
weavers sign a bond for the delivery of a certain (juantit> of goods at a 
certain time and place and pay them a part of the mone\ in advance. 
The assent of tlie poor weavers is in general not deemed necessary. 
The f/omasthds when emphiyed on the Company's investment frequenth 
make them sign what they please; ami upon the weavers refusing to 
take the money offered, it has been know’n that they have had it tied 
in their girdles and sent away with a flogging. A number of these 
weavers are generall\ also registered in the luKiks-* of the Company’s 
gomasthdn and not permitted to work for any others, being transferred 
from one to another as .so many slaves subject to the tyranny and 
rogucr\ of every succeeding i/onuisthd " Aln>ut the ruination of the 
silk imlustry as I was submitting, it is said that in ]7()9 the Court of 
Directors vrote t(» the Bengal (»o\erument that there was no branch 
of their trade they more ardently wishetl to extent! than that of raw 
silk. About this time the Com])any started silk reeling factories in 
Bengal and re.sttlvetl (Itut silk wimlers shouhl henceforth wofk in the 
Company’s factories instead of w'orking in their ow’n houses with 
advances from tlie Company. In their letter, dated March 17th. 1769, 
the Court of Directors sent the following instruction to the Bengal 
Government; “To prevent silk winders from w'orking in their private 
houses where they might work for private traders, and to confine them 
to the Company’s factories where they could only be employed for the 
Company’s benefit, they desire that the newdy acquired pow-^** 
Government should be effectually employed.” 

From these quotations it is found that the East India Company and 
aubsequently the Government of Bengal was totally responsible for 
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tte ruination of the industry of Bengal. Lastly came the 

machine-made fabrics invented in Europe and especially in England and 
these manufactured cloths were forced into Bengal in complete 
disregard of the interests of the country. Now a century has passed 
without any improvement to this indigenous industry but ultimately 
When the swatlcshi md^einent came, a section of the public of Bengal 
took very earnestly to cotton industry and the pn'sent position of the 
industry is as is briefly state<l in the (ioverninent Bulletin No. To. At 
page G of that bulletin it i< fouiul that in the Bombay Presidency at 
the end of 19)l<i there were cottoTi mills and in Bengal there were 
only 4G ^nd out tliese 4(i, nulls were in opt*ration and 24 mills 
were in the process of construction or only they were registered and some 
of the companies could not even sell their slums. I now' expect the 
Hon’ble Minist*‘r to .state what .sort of progress has been made in 
Bengal during the last -1 \ears after lJl*ltl with respect to the cotton 
iiuKistry. 

This is the positi(»n. Sir. with regard to the number of mills Now 
if the question of the value of (he cotton fabric manufactured in 
Bengal is taken into con>i(ierat ion it (ells a woeful tale. At page 01 of 
Bulletin No. 7o it is stated, “According to the managing agents of 
the Dhakeswari ( oltori Mills, Ltd., the approximate annual consumi>. 
tion of jiiccc-goods in Bengal j.s worth about IN. I4 crones of which 
foreign imports account for alamt Us. 2h crores and the rest of India 
for Us. 10 crores, so that Bengar,s domestic production is not worth 
more than I A crores or about 10 per cent, of her demand, that is about 
30 da\s* consumption only. Therefore. I submit that with res|H*ct to 
the cotton industry alone about Us. l(t crore.s are being drained away 
annually from Bengal. Taking it that wc use wamlleu go(»ds of half the 
value and silk of one-fourth the value, it comes to tlds that about 
Rs. 20 crores are being drained away from Bengal in respect of three 
items of^ clothing, namely, cotton, silk and woollen. As I have 
submitted, 4() mills are now in existence in Bengal. These are all 
cotton mills, hut .silk manufacturing industries on a large scale and 
woollen mills are not to he found in Bengal tfs yet, though we use this 
kind of fabrics in large quantities. Now, Sir, I have traced the 
history of the textile industry and tried to explain that the Government 
of the country was partly responsible for the ruin of this indu»tr>' and 
the present Government also as the representative of that Government 
may be taken to be responsible for the ruination of this valuable 
iiidustr>. After the movement, though the Hindu section of 

the population took very seriously to cloth manufacture, unfortunately, 
the Muslims lagged behind, and I submit that it was directly due to 
the propaganda of the Muslim I^eague. The svradeihi movement began 
in 1906 and the Muslim League made its appearance in 1906, and that 
hegM in ^^acca. It was made practically a sin for the Muhammadans 
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to do anything which the Congress propose^. The manufacture oT 
indigenous cloth gave an impetus to the textile industry but then 
the leaders of the Muslim League made it a point not to encourage the 
Muhammadans to take to the cotton industry and in a way they* 
practically dis8uade<l the Muhammadans from manufacturing cloths add 
thus deprived the Muslim population of Bengal tfrom the benefit whiohr 
was economically derived from the swadeshi movement and fterefore 
1 say the present (jovernment dominated by the Moslem League is 
directly resimnsible for the backwardness of Muhammadans with 
respect to the cloth industry, and it is their incumbent duty to see that 
the industry is revived in Bengal. As I .submitted, the cotton mills 
have made some headway in Bengal, but the woollen and silk industries 
are very Imckw^ard. I submit that (jovernment should take up at 
least these two subjects and open model mills in places which will be 
considered suitable so that an impetus may be given to these industries. 
We are now forming u Nationali.st Muslim (iluard and a Natiorifjist 
Hindu (hiurd. Someb<»dv is telling that Islam is in danger and others 
are telling that Hindui.sm is in <laiiger. Instead ot giving currency to 
these bogies, instead of organi*‘ing our .\oung imui with a view to 
redress imaginary wrongs, the real thing whi(dt i.*^ in danger should be 
pointed out to our young men, so that the unemployment question may 
be solved. I propose that (Jovernment should allot at least Rs. 1 crore 
annually and set up one mill in each division with a view' to provide 
employment for our unemployed men and to give an impetus to the 
cotton industry. With these words 1 submit my cut motion to the 
acceptance of the lloiise. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. lo, under the hea<l “4M — Industries — Industries’^ 
be redue<*d b\ l(s. KMt. 

We have just now hear<l from the Hon'ble Minister about the 
industrial policy of the (fovernment. The same old story Has been 
told to-night. The previous Mini.ster also <lescribed tlie policy in the 
way in whielj the presei#4^ Hmrble MiiiLster has outlined it before this 
House to-night. If we boil down all the things that the Industries 
Deiwrtment has so far done we find that these are nothing but 
technical training on industrial lines, making industrial surveys and 
furnishing statistical information. These are undoubtedly very 
important things, and Government should carry them out. The 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamisuddin Khan has also said that there are some schemes 
which could not be taken up because of want of funds, but he has not 
given us any indication of what those schemes are. We are 8iue4hat 
those schemes which are yet in the sleeves of Government wilh follow 
the lines of schemes which have been disclosed to us for the last three 
years. Therein also, Siif, as I have already said, we do not find anjrthiiig 
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Init th© same programme, that is, (o train our young men in several 
industrial lines and to *traiii the weavers and agriculturists in the 
art of handldom weaving and jute weaving and also in the art of 
xaaking this thing or that thing. I do not mean to say that the train- 
ing that is given and the survey that is made have no value. (Vriainly 
4;hjey ar® ^^f some valu^ in their own way. But what I mean to say i» 
that th#se things alone should not constitute the industrial policy of 
Government. To us. the development of industries means much more 
production. The police of Government, so far as industries are 
concerned, should )»e more production and more production. Sir, we 
want more production. Why!^ Becau.se more })roduction will throw 
open mofe avenues of emjdoyment to many people. Of the main mean© 
of livelihood in an agricultural province like Bengal, agriculture forma 
the basis but next in im])ortance comes industries. Industries can 
absorb millions and millions of people but mere training will not effect 
th^t. So. we mean b> the »levelopment of industries much more 
production of industrial articles. We want Governme!»t to see that in 
Bengal much more industrial artiedes are pnaluced. That (Oiglit to be* 
the pedicy of (loverninerit . In this province we are faced with a v(*ry 
severe economic crisis It i.s not only the mi<ldlemen belonging to all 
the communities but also (be agriculturists, as has been adnntted by 
the Hon'ble Minister himself, that are faced with that crisis. Agricul- 
ture is no longer a dependable means of livelib(»od to tlie agriculturist. 
Whyr^ Becuus(> of many things, because of the dwindling of the 
extent of the ludding. because of the loss of fertility of the soil and 
because of the uneconomic price of agricultural produce. Together 
with (bes 4 ‘, a new pnddem bus iiiis<*ri ; that is. that the agriculturists 
do not get proper funds at the time of cultivatHin tor want of credit 
facilities. Sir. agriculturist.'^ form no less than MO ])er cent, of the 
total poj)ulation. Barring, say, ‘JO per rent, no less than MO per cent, 
of the agricult urist.s are half fe<l because they caniuO <Mirry on with 
their family members throughout the year with the produce that they 
get frofij their laud. If that is the fiosition. Government .should 
immediately so arrange that a large number of agriculturista are 
diverted to other means of livelihcwxl ami what that means of livelihood 
can W!" It must l>e industries. Big industries, iioduding heavy 
industries, which have immense sco|>e of expansi(»n in our pr*»vince can 
ahsorh millions of people. Together with these industries, other 
industries, say, handloom industries both cotton and jute, can aUo 
absorb millions. In this House w’e have been told all these three year© 
Government have been trying to revive the handloom industries which 
from long before used to give employment and foml to millions of our 
peaple. I said in this House in 1938 while the budget was being dis- 
ouased that the handloom industry could not be revived by showing 
to the weajsers improved methods of weaving. The handloom induatry 
oQuld onjjr be revived, if the handloom weavers were protected by Inw 
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to the effect that the weavers alone shall be* entitled to weave cloths 
of 30 counts or lower and the mills ifhould be entitled to. weave cloths 
of counts higher than 30. If sur h a law could be passed, barring the 
mills to weave clothes of 30 counts and lower, then and then only the; 
handlooin industry could be revived. Sir, that year, the then Hon’ble 
Minister took no notice of my proposal, probably because it went from 
the side of the Congress. Sir, I am glad to inform this House tVat that 
point has been taken up by the Central Government. Very recently — 
on the 0th March last — the United Press issued this information: the 
United Press learns that the Central Government will call a conference 
of representatives of the textile mill industry and handlooin industry to 
determine the (luotu of production and specific weaves of textiles to be 
reserved for handlooin weavers only. In other kinds of textiles both 
mills and handlooms will be free to compete. The conference will 
explore avenues for voluntary arrang{*meuts between the two wings of 
the industry. • 

Sir, I am glad that the Central Government has taken it up, but I 
ahould point out that voluntary arrangements between the two 
industries will not be helpful to the irandlooin industry, because, I am 
afraid, the mill industry will not agree to it. So I want to .•jubmit that 
if once the principle has been accepted, the Central Government should 
take courage in both hands ami pass a law to that effect. If. however, 
the (Vntral (iovernment does not do that. Sir. I ask this Provincial 
Government to take this matter up. Sir, I do not find any bar for the 
Provincial Government legislating to that effect and also to levy cess 
under Article 49 of the Provincial List on the entry of such goods into 
the different parts of this province and also to levy a tax, under Article 
48 of the Provincial List, on the sale of such goods within B<*ngal.. If 
that is done, then ami then alone the hamlloom industry will be 
protected and that will give food to the millions. 

Sir, as 1 have already said, we want development of industries for 
the purpose of giving employment to our people; not only to the 
majority of the agriculturists but also to the middle class people 
belonging to all communitie.«, who are starving for want of employment. 
1 am sure the Hon’ble Minister will agree with me that if industry is 
improved and developt*d by further production, then trade also will 
prosper, because trade depends largely on industry. To our young 
men, only the doors of trade and industry are op>en now, because other 
avenues of life, I mean profession and service, are either undepend- 
able or choked, and these are dependent on the improvement of agri- 
oulture and industry, both of which have hojjeleesly deteriorated. *So 
it ii highly necessary that Government should look seriously to the 
problem of the development of industry and by the devdopment of 
indufttrv. as I have alreadv said. I mean further production. . 
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Now, Sir, how to d^elop, that is the question. While considering 
the question of devtdopment I should ask the Hon’ble Minister and the 
members of this House to classify industries under two major heads— 
(t) industries for producing our own requirements and (tV) industries 
for exports, for increasiiig our national wealth. Now', we may 
subdivide the fonnrr division of industries into the following classes, 
viz., {^) heavy industries — chemical machineries, etc., (m) other big 
industries, such us mill indust rie.s-~cotton, silk spinning and weaving, 
salt, sugar, tannery, paper manufacture etc., (m) medium and small- 
sized industries, c.//., glass manufacturing, soap-making, ceramic 
industry, hosiery imlustrN and the like, and t/ri cottage industries, 
e.fj., hundloom industries, both for cotton, .silk and jute, hosiery 
industries, dairies, ghani oil-making, fruit products, canned fruits and 
chutne>s. poultry ami shoe-making, et(‘. We should remember as my 
friend Mr. Abu Ilossain Sarkar has pointed out that for most of our 
cli)th re(juirements, the fivt* cnires of Bengalees are absolutely dependent 
on others. Although we aie eoiisuming not le>.s than 111 crones of rupees 
worth ot (Ihoties and stn-ir,*, not more than '2 crores of rupees worth of 
goods are prodmusl in Bengal and 2.1 <*roreM worth of goods are being 
imported into Bengal from (Uit.side and the rest is eoming from Bombay 
and other province.^ Besides that, we purchase umbrella cloth, silk 
and rayon cloth, shirting, and coating, drill, mosquito-nets and the 
like which abo will he worth not less than three crores of rupees. We 
should abo remember lliat our handlooni industry and the hosiery 
in<lustrv are Mijiplied with yarns by mills outside Bengal. There are 
80 man\ cotton mills in Bengal, but none (d the cotton mills supplies 
yams to the haiidloom weavers or t<i the hosiery maniifacturers. All 
these yarns are imported into Bengal. 

Then, Sir, w'e consume lU lakhs of tons of imported salt and not 
les.s than 21 laklis <d tons of importerl sugar. We should also remember 
that 11 crores of rupees worth of mu.^tard oil we ernisnme, of wliich over 
60 i>er rent, is imported mainly from the (’nited Provinces. About 
Rs. 20 lakhs worth of ciieoanut oil we consume, of which over 50 per 
cent, is imported from Madras and Bombay. We consume about 
Rs. 20 lakhs worth of butter and cheese which are imported from 
Bombay and the United Provinces. Then, Sir, our shoes are supplied 
by the (liinese, the Batas and the Madras and Cawnpur factories. Is 
it not a shame to Bengal and her Government? 

(Here the honourable member reached the time-limit and was 
allowed two minutes to finish his speech.) 

• 

Sir, what 1 mean to euggest to Government is this^ that Govenunant 
should have a bold and defined plan for Bengal to be self-dependeiii at 
least foy some of the necessaries of life, for example, cloth, salt, ml, 
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wuifttr ainl hoiin* cb<*niical», within a defined pepod of time. Industries 
to increase national wealth may wait but those for producing our daily 
necessaries must he taken up at once. 

Sir, I remember that during the discussion on a cut motion in 
J937-38 Mr. Siddiqi pointed out to the Government that the chemical 
industry should he taken up by the Bengal Government at* once, 
because he was afraid that war was coming and many important 
industries would sufi'er for want of chemicals if such an industry was not 
set up here. Sir, the war has come and many important industries to 
produce our daily necessarie-s have been suffering. The previous 
Minister said and the present Hon’hle Minister also has said <(>-night 
that Government cannot look to big industries now. That .s1h>ws 
G overnment have no policy of development of industries. 

Now, the question of finance is the main question, because no 
industry can he developed without finance. Hememher, in 90 per cent, 
of the failures in industries and (»ther husine>s8 institutions of the 
province, it has been due to want ot sufficient capital. So Government 
must come forward to finance these indu.strial institutions. The ex- 
Minister of Industries complained that the public of Bengal were not 
coming forward with money. Sir, the ordinary public of Bengal have 
given sufficient money and are also prepared to give much more money 
for industry. But the money that can he expected from the public 
together with what has been given by them already is too meagre, and 
it does not touch even the fringe of the problem. There is money in 
the iron chests of the rich people ()f Bengal. (lovernment cannot have 
grievances against the rich men of this province that they did not come 
forward with money ibr the development of trade and industries, 
(lovernmeiit taught them to inve.st mone\ in Government ])apers. So, 
Government could get their money if Government would guarantee its 
return. But in that direction Government did not take any step so 
long, and T do not know whether the present Minist(‘r will take any 
step. If, however, Government intend, they can, by successfully 
tackling the rich men, as 1 have indicated before, get sufficient money. 
They should follow the example of Japan. From 1937 Japan has taken 
up a five years' ])lan of economic recovery. Japan Government have 
not (leptmded on the ordinary public for money. They themselves 
have taken the responsibility of making large production. And what 
have they done with regard to finance? They have initiated the 
establishment of a Trjist Association and invited the rich men to 
purchase its shares upon guarantee by Government. They have alao 
established a Deposit Bureau which is a governmental institution and 
invited the rich men to deposit money therein. Sir. the Finance 
Minister of Japan is financing the industries with that money end is 
himself the shareholder of many big industries in that country. Onr 
Government should follow that example. 
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•if* DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. 1 hope you will appreciate 

biy diflSculty. I have given you more than 15 minufeM and if you go 
on further the next member will not get time. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: But what kind of finance 
Bengal GoTernineiit have arranged for us? They have referred us to 
the State Aid to Industriea Act and the Industrial C^redit Syndicate. 
Sir, ytfli will be surpri.sed to learn that under the State Aid to Industries 
Act, only Its. 7,d00 and through the Industrial Credit Syndicate only 
about Its. 80,(M)0 has been invested. Is that an adeijuate finance 
which a Government should provide for the development of industries 
in Bengal y 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: Sir, 1 beg to move tiiat tlie 
demand of Its, l-),r2,()l)0 under the IumoI “-I'l — Industries — Industries’^ 
be reduced b\ Its. 100. 

• Mr. Ih'puty Speaker, Sir, in moving the ml motion which stands 
in my name, I want to l»ring to the notice of the House and the 
Hon’ble M ini.st^U' t«»r lndu'>tries the abseiiee of a eomprehensive 
programme of in(lu^t^ial develoiuneiit in this jirovince. It is a 
deplorabb* tact that altbougli hill thn*c years have almost passeil 
away, no industrial scbtuncs lia\4‘ s(» tar Im'iui put into eft‘4M*t that may 
place llie decadent industric.s of the provime on a stable basis and 
open up before the masses new industrial opportunil.ii*s. As you are 
aware, Sir, the pn-ssure on tin* laml is becoming acute ilay by day, 
while tlie pnKlucti\il\ of lands in (bOerioniting. And at the same time 
the grow til of pojuilation is <*oiit inning at an accelerated rate. The 
re.sult i*. that the ecoiioinic ]»ositi<»n of tin* peo]»b* is liei'oming progres- 
sively hojH'iess. What is lu'ces.sary in th«* cinimistanceH is the intro- 
diu’tioii of new industiics and the revival of the old dermlent industries 
in the rural areas. Ih tlii^ aloie* can the scanty ini-oines of the 
agriculturi.sts ]h‘ imrcus^Ml while the underH'iiipbiyed agriculturists 
who v^irk only for 7 oi S nnmihs of the \ear may find emjiloyment P I 
may put this (juestion ti» tin* llon’lde Minister for Industries: Wh«l 
have the Government <lon<* in liis respect 't 

I know’ that tin* (Jovernment hiivi* not done anything that may 
bring cTwlit to them. As a memls^r from a rural constitueney I may 
emphatically assert that rural Bengal has hardly lieen touched by the 
activities of the (ioveniment in so far as industrial development is 
concernetf. Many cottage indiistries are struggling for their existence 
and are at their last gasp practically. Should not Government come 
forward with technical assi.slance and financial aid for their preserva- 
tlpn? I may partumlarly mention the diatreaaed handloom cMiitoii 
weairing industry of Tangail and Bajitpur and the bell-metal induatry 
of Kagmari and Mogra, in the cubdivisioji of Tangail. It 
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neceiftary for their very t^xifitentje, that Government should provide 
adeijuate finance and marketing facilities for th«Hi. They are in the 
grip of mahajann. If one or two sales depots are established in this 
part of the country, through which the cottage workers will be supplied 
with funds and their i)roduct8 marketed, I am more than sure that 
they will be commercially successful and, what will he of much more 
importance, the struggling cottage workers will be immensely benefited. 
What I sugest for my own subdivision should be done in other rfistricta 
of Bengal after proper assessment of their respective needs. 

There are also possibilities for many cottage industries in Bengal 
villages which should W fAilly ex])lored and developed. If the people 
are taught basket-making, manufacture of ashaiis and satarancJiis out 
of jute, button out of mother-of-pearl, leather shoes, cane works, etc., 
their incomes can 1 m‘ materially inereased. For this purpose the 
Department of Industries should pla<‘e a trained staff at every subdivi- 
sional town who will impart training in those industries for which 
raw materials are locally available. Thus for instance in my subdivi- 
sion jute-weaving, basket-making, cane works and A 7 /toronc/?V-making 
may easily l»e developed, wliile at other eentres other types of industries 
may In-* promoted. I want to make it clear that if tlie De])nrtment of 
Industries concentrates its activities at Fahoitta alone, the imlu^lrial 
needs of the country will never he served. It nnist send out trained 
men to impart inrhistriul training to the country-side hv example and 
demonstration. W'c do not <d cours<‘ know much about all the cottage 
industries tliut exist in Bengal. The Department of Industries should 
undertake regular and comprehensive surveys (d all industries so that 
their pndilems and ^-oiiditions ma\ be known full\ and remedies 
suggested. I am given to understand that in this rcs]><*et the Depart- 
ment of Industries has iilrea<ly mad(‘ a gocal beginning in the 
establishment of o spin ial .section, nann*h , Industrial Intelligence 
ScM’tion wliicli has Ikhmi making surveys of individual industries. I 
have no doubt that if it funetions properly, it will have a permanent 
utility and perform a good service in the interest of Bengal's ind(Ustrial 
devidopment hy ])nl)lishing reports on all the indnstri4‘s of the provin»«. 
'The work of the industrial Survey Committf'c which is functioning 
for more than a year may also be useful. But the delay in the 
fonnulution of it^ propostils and publication of the final report is 
indeed regrettable. 

In eonelusion, I must stress the urgent need fi»r industrial and 
vocational education to the rural folks. From my own experience I 
may say that there are many middle class young men in rural areas 
who eaniKit obtain a dei'cnt e<lueution and so have to rot in continued 
unemployment. If nde<|uate facilities were provided, they mig^t 
rcH'eive some practical training and make a living thereby. Re.gar|jling 
^^||r^*oung men of my eoniniunity, I may also say that the need for some 
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suitable form of Tocational ecJuoatiou even in their early years ia 
urgrently needed. All cannot ex]>eot to climb the high ladder of 
general ediu'ation whicli is very expensive nowa<)ays. So some must 
be diverted to business and iudu.strial vocations. In order that suit* 
able training may be received by thes*' young men, the Government 
ought to make suitable provi.sioiis and if necessary open special 
special industrial schools for them. 1 very earnestly draw the 
atk'utioi of the Hon ble Mini.ster for Industries to this question and” 
hope that he will do all that is possible in the furtherance of industrial 
education in tlie rural areas, and in iiicrea.sing the iiH’omes of the 
maa.ses. For without improvement in their economic conditions, no 

education and no reform can bring peaiv and ^uippiness to tliein. 

• 

ABDULLA«AL-MAHMOOD • Mr. I)e]>uty S)>eaker, Sir, I do 
not like to offer a destru<‘tive (riticism on the policy of the (tovern- 
ment, but this must lx* said that the present tiovernment is following 
the* old policy. W(‘ have .seen during the last three years that 
Government has not been able to make any comprehensive scheme for 
the expansion of industry throughout the whole of the ])rovince. Now, 
8ir, as we see fnun da\ to-da> the agriculturists are becoming poorer 
and poorer da\ b\ day. No attempt has been made either to make 
their land fertile l)y irrigation, to make expansion of agricultural 
demonsi nil ion farms or ^uch other things or to throw open to them 
.some other avenues <d life. The> have lx»en b‘ft to improve their 
lot with tlieir riek<*t,\ j)lough^, the (dd emaeiated cattle and half a 
higha of land f(»r <*ver\ individual. Now, if this state of things i.s 
allowed to continue. I think tiovernment will not have to pursue any 
policy in future, as tlu* jienplr uill sha]>e their own jiolicv thenisfdves, 

1 would like to suggest that ( iov<Tiim<*iit should he serious in this 
matter without delaying an\ turthcr. thir re])ort, so long witli regard 
to the Industries Department, is that there has been a bug«‘ waste of 
money for the pur])os(‘ of making cutlerv, umbrella and sticb other 
things. ^There is no re]»ort before the iiicmlM‘rs of the Houm* that the 
money that \^hh sjMMit by (iovernment was uliliz^ol in the la^st way. 
Questions were jmt in this House willi regard to some new iiidustriee 
started since the u ai Ifh'lo-fffi. 'NVe v\oubl like Government to be more 
careful iu dealing with thosi- industries; es]iecially tlie public or (he 
repre.sentati ves of this Hou*'C should 1 m* convinc4*d that the nione.\' that 
bavs been invested for the purposes of those industries are being well 
spent and well utilixwl. 1 drau the attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
to my suggestions that (iovernment should make a coinprebensive 
scheme on cottage industries. 

Vitb regard to the speech that has Wn made by my friend Maulvi 
Abu Hussain Sarkar just now, I do not like to say much against it, 
but I would only like to draw the attention of Government that thoeu^ f 
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«chetn«i» which wUl miuire a vast held or huge sum of money and will 
have to face keen coiujietition but will impr^jve the condition of vefy 
few people, ought not to \w encouraged by Oovemment. Govern- 
inent's sole object should he how the condition of the jieople in the 
rural areas can Wst l)e improved, and what 1 think in my own way, is 
that the cottage industries — just like starting of some weaving schools 
in ditferei^ centres — should he taken up without wasting any further 
time. • 

Another thing which I am imlined to think, the (ioveriiinent 
might Uickle if they think that is right ami feasible, is this. Specially 
in Sirajganj in the district of l*ahna, wc sec that sugarcane is culti- 
vatwl in ahundunce. One sugar mill has Iw'eii started in J^Jopalpur, 
and we understand tliat the (’ompaiiy is uflvaiieing money to the 
agrieulturists of thosa areas t<» produ<*e sugarcane. Poor as they are, 
they are in need of inom*A . They take the advance* ami wdl sugarcane 
at u low price, i*s]>e<‘iall> at tliis war tiim* when we tlnnk that the 
starting of siuh mills which will to a great extent solve the ecomtmic 
problem of the masses should h<‘ taken nj) hy (tov(‘rnment without 
further dclu> and (Hie such mill shoubl In* estahlislo'd at Sirajganj. 1 
do not like to iiiHb t a long speech cm tlie subject, but the attention of 
Oovernmeiit is drawn us to wlietloM’ an> comprelo'iisive scIh'Uu* with 
regard to <'<jttuge industries, rc.. weaving schools and the t*stahlish- 
ment of some sugar mills in the ureas where sugarcane is cultivated in 
•bundahee, can Is* given effect to. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: 1 do not want to 
speak now, Sir, but 1 ma> be allowed to speak after the prayer 
adjournment . 

Mr. DtPUTY SPEAKER: All right 

(At this stage the House w^as a«ljourned lor 2t) minutes. i 


{Afti’r adjounvmvni .) 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, 1 beg to move—;: — 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I propose is that there should be one 
jH>eech from eaeii side. 1 think there wull be no time to move a cut 
motion. If you want to speak, you can speak generally. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir. 1 want to si>eak dn the Fishery Depart- 
mmi, * 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 
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Mrl lpflWBtlAI.1 : 8ir» it wiH be admitted by all that fish u oat 
of the^a^j^le loods of the people of Bengal. The demand of fish in the 
province is s6 high that a huge quantity of dried and salty fish Is 
imported annually from outside Bengal. To meet this deknand within 
the pro^inoei the Government of Bengal, to enquire into the'possibility 
of starting fish industry, appointed a Fishery Expert from Madras. 
He came, surveyed the Bay of Bengal and the inland rivers, submitted 
a report and bas gone home. The Hoii’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca* 
the then Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department, expressed* on 
occasions more than once on the floor of this House, that he would 
start fish industry as soon as the Expert submitted his report. Though 
the report has l>een submitted, it now rots in the dark cells of the 
Secretariat. The public were not fortunate to know the contents of 
the report. 

The Hon ’hie Nawab Bahadur of Dacca provided for Rs. 5,000 in 
1937^38, Rs. 12,000 in 1938-39, Rs. 2,000 in 1939-40, but no money 
ha^ lH»en provided for 1940-41. This clearly indicates that the 
Government has abandoned the idea of fish industry. 

The problem of fish industry and fishing has failed to attract the 
attention of the people of this pnivinc'e. The demands of fish are so 
great that the supidies of fish from inland rivers are quite inadequate. 
Sir K. G. Gupta in his admirable report states that 14 per eent. of the 
people of Bengal do not take fish, but he further says: “This leaves 
86 per cent, nr, making further allowances, it may be affirmed that 
not less than 80 per eent. or 40 millions of the population are fish- 
eaters. P^ple do not care to eat fish every day and with the Hindus 
there are certain prohibited periods, so that we may estimate 320 
days in a year when fish would W taken. Allowing 2 chatlaks every 
day, the quantity per head comes one niaund and 40 million maunds 
would represent the proper annual consumption of the provinoe were 
the suppj^ equal to the demand, which it is not." 

So it is clear that in or^er to supply fresh water fishes to Calcutta 
and other towns of Bengal, an attempt should* be made in the Bay of 
Ben|^. Once the Government take up this subject not only the 
Itnssnpleiymettt problem of Bengal will be solved but fisbes, both dry 
gad can be^ exported to other fish-eating country to the great 

iailpnui of^ t^ provinoe. jft is indeed very difficult to locate the fish- 
. oaloluiiif af^ in fhe don^ aea« but the Government of Bengal made an 
gUtnni^i \f a eteem, trawler *'Golden Crown" and Mr. Naadu also made 
in Bengal. To be benefttedf by tlie seheme 

^ <bqilai]i V. H. Ihitta of Bengal Immiuiify has lonned 

. ; A otw^ony aamed {nfiiaa Tmwlbig ComiPi^. Baeperien^ 

* Ml Jibii Miipmf has besn ndNridly deteribsd hg Babn Amal Oh«ti^ 
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Otilii Eoy in an article in “Cmreni Thougit*' nanied Se^lsiihig in 
Bengal, Amal Babn says, ‘"According to the Indian Trawling Com- 
pany a trawler can fieh in the see 5 days a week, the journey to see 
and back covering two days. On a very conservative estimate 65 
maunds can be fished in a day or 300 maunds a week or 1,200 maunda 
a month. There are five classes of fish available. The firs^ class is 
composed primarily of bhekti, bagda, pomfret and so on. It sells in 
dull season from Bs. 20 to Rs. 25 a maund and the price soars even 
up to Rs. 100. Class II fish sells at Rs. 15 or Jls. 16, class III from 
Rs. 8 to Rs. 10, class IV from Rs. 6 to Rs. 8 and class V from Rs. 3 
to Rs. 6 per maund. These are all prices on a low estimatsa. On the 
average the price can l>e conservatively taken at Rs. 8 per maund 
which will ensure Rs. 9,600 against a catch of 1,200 maunds. Against 
this should be set the monthly expenses, namely, establishment 
Rs. 2,000, coal and ice in four trips Rs. 1,500 add another Rs. 500 to 
cover unforeseen expenses end add Rs. 500 again as the cost of * the 
wear and tear of trawler, etc. That makes the total expenditure to 
come up to Rs. 4,5(K), thus ensuring at least a clear profit of Rs. 5,100 
every month, i.e., more than a 100 per cent, return. This fish which 
is sold at Rs. 8 per maund or more than 3 annas a seer do not reach 
the consximers at the same pri<*e. It is purchased by aratdurs, from 
whom it gt)es to a class known as paihar and then to retail shoppers. 
In the market, pri<e is doubled and it sells at least at Rs. 16 per 
maund or more than 6 annas a seer. The middlemen make outrageous 
profits. With a well-knit organisation it will not be diflScult to 
eliminate the middlemen, and organise its own distributing centres. 
That process will ensure still greater profits, even if the price charged 
is lower than the fresh water fish. Indeed, we can look forward to 
the day when fresh water fish coupled with sea resources will sell for 
at least half of what we pay to-day. 

When the Indian Trawling Company was asked about thg problem 
of marketing, they said that they did not find difficulty about it, as 
the fish was sold as soon as it was landed. Neither did they find any 
difficulty in disposing of their stock, as according to them, the fish- 
eating population has a good taste for fresh sea-fish. The problem of 
drying and salting did not arise, as they had never any surplus stodt 
left. 

Fishing indust^ is a growing one and with that end in vtim ^ 
then Hon’ble Finance l^nister, Mr. N. R. Sarker, laid tfie fonndniioii 
stone ol a fishing school, at Mehera in the distijet of Tippera, 

Storied building was erected there. Will the Hon’ble IChiuslIl W 
l^tensoi to stats what is to be done with that two-storied 
Qoosr^^t give up the idea of fi^i Ji^ustry and, tA piplsd^ioii 
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^ Hon’ble ICinister sow rise up to the oocMiou end tiute 
belorof ibe House his policy with regard to the fish industry and fish 
pn^eetionf 


KInmi BaliaAir FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the main 
demand of Rs. 15,12,OO0 for expenditure under the head Industries’ \ 
I beg tcwlay before the House some grievances that though Mussalmans 
are extremely backward in respect of technical and industrial educa* 
tion, no encouragement whatsoever is given to them. 

The report of the ^Publicity Department, ^'Bengal Ministry and the 
Hindus erf Bengal” has opened our eyes, and it appears from page 28, 
table C, tnat out of Rs. 4,15,120 only Rs. 46,885, i .c., 1 1 |>er cent., were 
spent for the training of Muslims in non-Goverument technical schools 
and the balance i»f 89 i>er cent, sjient for Hindus and other non-Muslim 
schools in 1937-38. 

besides, Government advanced Rs. 3,61,123 during this period for 
training detenus and for their |K>tterv factory in additi<»n to the pay- 
ment of Rs. 150 a month, towards the salary of a supervising 
Ins|)ector. 

I will cite two concrete cases for information of the House how 
Muhammadan enterprises are being hampered. 

In Chittagong 1 have started an industrial home for Muslim girls 
in 1937. Since then the Home is getting only Rs. 80 a mouth aa 
recurring grant. The Home was visited by many distinguished visitors 
including the ITon’ble the f'hief Minister of Bengal, who highly 
appreciated the work of the girls. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
remarked that — 

”.l had one of the must pleasant sunmses of my life when 1 paid 

a visit to the Islam’s Ideal Home for Girls in Chittagong I 

wish only to record my complete satisfaction and my firm conviction 
that thi^ institution deserves the utmost possible help and sympathy.” 

Sir, for the last 2 years I have been frying to get a gnirif-in-aid of 
Rs. 400 a month, two-thirds of the proposed ex|>enditure of Rs. 600, on 
special consideration for the poor Muslim girls’ industrial training and 
re-organise it and appoint more efiicient mistresses. This institution 
has been imparting technical education free of all charges including 
conveyances as only the poor half-educated Muslim girls are receiving 
training in the Home for their economic salvation and honour. They 
ere receiving various kinds of education in the Home so that they 
may become good housewives and good mothers' and develop the cot* 
iaDi induatries of tb# ctaitiy. To sanction more than half of the 
axpanditnie bieiig Imyond the power of th# Diiecter of 
tba matter was raqpminendad the Director trf Indastriea 
^ Slug Soa’ble IHaHtat iA diaxge of the Finance I tepeil p mt t, tmH 
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unfortunately after a prolonged correspondent^ it has been turned down 
by the Finance Department. But the Finance Department was very 
generous to provide Its. 20, (XX) an capital grant for Vidyasagar Bani 
Bhavan, Its. 5,000 for Ilamkrishna Mission Industrial School at Belur^ 
Rs. 2,000 for Mission Industrial School at Faridpur and Rs. 50,000 for 
Brutachari Dance. 

Last year Government was pleased to grant Rs. 30,000 ^r Saroj 
Nalini Diitt Memorial Association, while it receives a recurring annual 
grant of Rs. 11,400 for industrial school. Besides other Hindu indus- 
trial hcIkjoIm sire getting very liberal reemrring grants such as Nuri Sikbya 
Samati about Its. 17,000 under diflFerent heads, Dacca Anarijja Asram 
Rs. 3,000 a year, and so on. But the Muslim enterprises are l)eing 
throttled and no encouragement is given to develop. I would there- 
fore most strongly urge (he Government to earmark a portion of the 
grant to l>e 8i>ent annually as recurring and non-recurring expenditure 
for the advancement of technical and industrial education among 
Muslim mules and females. Grunt-in-uid rules on the basis of half 
and half should be relaxed in case of Muslim enterprises, as they have 
been deprived of their legitimate share so long. The present rule is a 
great handicap to the development of cottage industries. 

Government always make excuses that the House (Oiild not give any 
definite scheme for development of industry and solve the unemploy- 
ment prohlein paitially. Therefore, I like to cite a concrete case for 
consideration of the House and Government. 

In H)38 I suhinitted a pro|H)8al to the Ilon’hle Minister of Industries 
for esluhlishmeut (»f a Leather Tanning and Trading School at Chitta- 
gong, as raw materials to the extent of Its. Hi, 1)0, 000 are l)eing exjxjrted 
from {'hiitagong auiiually. I <»ffered free gift of land, which was 
selected by the Site Selection (’ommittee comiwsed of Mr. B. M. 4)as, 
»Suj>erinten(lent of I.cather Tanning School, (Vilcutta, Additional Dis- 
trict Mugistrate, Executive Engineer and Civil Surgeon in July, 1939. 
But unfortunately neither it has been administratively apprrved nor 
did it find u place in the budget of 1940-41. It has been shelved. 
Chittagong being a major port, theie is every pf)H8ibility to export 
even half-tanned hide to foreign countries and thus explore the new 
avenues by using the raw hides. Cltimately it may turn into a great 
factory. I therefore most earnestly draw the serious attention of the 
Government to find means and ways to establish the I^eather Tanning 
and Trading School at Chittagong at an early date. 

(At this stage, Oie member having reached his time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. I* At CLARK: I will not detain either you, Sir, or the House 
for more than a few minutes. But a subject connected with industries 
has been i^mitioned with which 1 happen to be connected, ^erefora. 
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I feel that it should be my privilege to be allowed to say a few words 
on thot subject. An honourable member on the Coalition Benches^ 
if I heard him right, said that he thought that Government should 
establish a sugar factory or it might have been more than one sugar 
factory in this province. Now-, Sii\ I do not wis»h any one to think 
that because niv firm hapi)ens to lie connected with a sugar factory, 
therefore I expect to have the whole field to myself. Certainly not. 
But I would dmw your attention to the fact that India lo-day produces 
as much sugar ns she can coii'^uine. Last year it was certainly a fact 
that owing to floods and drought there was a slmrt crop and sugui had 
to be imported from Java, Init that was a \erv exceptional year In 
the ordinary way, s|)euking from memory, the consumption of w’hite 
sugar in This country is round alsiut 1 million tons, and the ca^wcity of 
the existing fa<'lories is certainly consideialdy in excess of (hat. Now, 
it has been said — I have read articles to that effect in the pajiers — that 
the jKilicv of other Governments is such as to encourage the intnulue- 
tioi* of more sugar factories than now exist in this province, where 
conditions aie not so arduous. Hut I would like to |Htiiit out that by 
a stroke of the |>en, by a very siin|jle alteiation in the legislation of 
those provinces, ( hanges r an lie ma<le at <»n( e in the direetion of mure 
reasonable, if I may say so, minimum piices for sugarcane and so on. 
Therefore if we start a huge number of sugar factories in this jirovinee 
we shall probabl\ he [uoducing moie sugar than the ('ountr\ eaii 
absorb, the inevitable lesult tit vvhich will he lower for sugar prices 
and low’d' prices for sugarcane. Tlierefoie, Sir, I tlo not think that 
at this stage the Government of Bengal would lie ju-tified in erecting 
even one sugar factory. Our experience is that although we have l>een 
making sugar for three years now* it is only this \eai that we have been 
able to get anything like a sufficient ipiantity <if cane and the other 
large fio'tories in the province are having the same experience. 


Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHAUDHURYs Sir, I want 
to oppos^ the detnuud on the <|Uestioii of organising the industries (»f 
the province on a systematic and planned basis. Sir, we have heard 
it almost ad nauxeum that people of Bengal are not only backward in 
industrial orgauisatiou, but may remain so for ever. But time has 
come when we must by our action give the lie tj> such observation. 
Before the industrial revolution tmik place in the world and before the 
products of large scale industries flinided our markets, the iM>sitir>« of 
Bengal was as good or as bad as any other jwirt of the country, and I 
abo^d say of the world. Our avocations were not merely agrir'ultiiral 
as it is sometimes emphasised in certain quarters. Gur cottage Indus* 
tries were developed as perfectly as and sometimes more fwrfeclly than 
the Cottage industries in other parts of the country'. It is oulv true 
that because of peculiar circumstances which I need not dilate at the 
preeent miiiiieat> we have not found it easy to adjust ourselves to the 
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new system of industrial organisation. Sir, it is because of such la^k 
of adjustment on our part that we have defiitltely become backward in 
industrial life. 

If, Sir, the matter is left entirely or even largely to the private 
initiative and enterprise, I am i)essimistic enough to believe that we 
shall continue to remain backward as now. It is urgent that the Gov- 
ernment should intervene more earnestly and enthusiastically in the 
matter of developing industries on a systematic basis than it has done 
so far. Sir, when I scan the item of expenditure of the Industries 
Department I l)e((>me convinced as everyljody else will l)e that the 
Department of Industries has been maintained only as a show without 
anything serious to perfonii. In the year 1940, such a dtpiirtment 
cannot certainly justify its existence by merely banding over some 
doles and that also most ungenerously and unsystematically to a few 
carj)entrv and weaving schools. Even the so-called State Aid to 
Industries Act which was vaunted so much as a great panacea to our 
industrial backwardness, has virtually been pigeonholed and forgolteu 
by the department. 

Sir, nearly two years ago it was announced that a committee had 
heeu appointed to explore the |)o.ssibilities of industrial regeneration in 
the province. Eor long, however, we have not heard anything as to the 
results of work of this committee. 

It is time, Sir, that the Government should collect the facts and 
place tliem befoie the public regarding the industrial re^juirementa oi 
the province. It should definitely [mint out us to which industriee 
should be run on a large scale and which on a small scale basis to 
minister to our needs. It should also make neces.sarj* and proper 
arrungements for the supply of credit. We heard some time ago of o 
Credit Syndicate being established with the Government support., but 
it does seem now that the project has vanished in thin air. The daye 
of mere tinkering are over and a systematic and comprehensive plan ot 
large and small iutlustries w'ith Government supfxut shoul^ he for- 
mulateil for the improvement of our economic life, 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’bli 
Minister in placing the Industries budget Wfore us has taken sheliei 
under the hackneyed plea of tiiiancial stringency. 1 shall begin mj 
address by pointing out what a small and insignificant sum the Govern> 
meut spends on industries out of its ordinary revenue. In the preaenl 
year we find that the receipts from the cinchona plantation, and oibei 
ainall receipts amount to lls. 17,46,000, whereas the total demand undei 
Industries including cinchona amounts to Rs. 21 lakhs only, so that 
the Governn^ent spends the magnificent sum of Rs. ^ lakhs, on Md«s* 
tries ouit of its ordinary revenues. I was looking’ ii^to tkjS *hwd|RS< 
debate of the last year under this head and I found tlmt the Hon*Mi 
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ICinuiter had admitte<f a remarkable awakening of the industrial con* 
eeiousness in this country. Now, Sir, what is the aid which the Gk>v« 
emment proposes to offer to satisfy this awakening of industrial con- 
sciousness. We find that out of a total demand of Ils. 15,13,000 for 
the next year excluding cinchona, Rs. 8 lakhs or more than half is to 
be spent for the pay and allowances of offit'ers and the establishment, 
whereas the grants-in-aid amount to only Ils. 2,77,000 and scholarships 
to onlyjfls. 58,000* 

I shall now refer to a case of what I cannot help chat'acterising as 
criminal negligence on the part of the (loveriiment in the exf)endiiiire 
under Industries in the current year, for while we find that the grant 
in the cij^rent year was Its. 10,19,000, Government spent or at least 
proposes to s|>en(l only Rs. 15,25.(HM). that is a lakh less than what was 
provided. The Red Book professes to give some explanation for this 
smaller ex|>endi(ure, ami it says that the decrease is due partly to 
smaller ex|)emliture for industrial sc-hemes f<>r trained detenus and 
partly to the j>ost|K)nenient of the fcdlowiiig schemes: — 

Rs. 

* lustallatitm of the jute-weaving plant at the Seram- 

pore Weaving Institute ... 24,500 

Provincial organisation for the purchase of stores ... 18, (MK) 

Industi’ial projects of rural reconstruction ... 10, (HM) 

'WTiat a pity that these useful [u<»posals were not carried into effect. 
I also found that the Hon’ble Minister last year in the budget debate 
referred to several schemes which could not be taken up on the ground 
of financial stringency. May 1 not say now that the Government i« 
guilty of fingrant and criminal negligence in not utilising the whole 
amoynt granted by this Assembly, while so many schemes were wait- 
ing to be taken up. 

I now come to the present budget, and it apfiears that for the next 
year th# demand is for Rs. 15,13,000 against the demand of R». 
16,19,000 in the original budget for the current year, so that it is a 
lakh less than what was provided in the last year's budget in spite of 
the professed anxiety on the psirt of the (Government to advance the 
interest of industry in this province. The establishment of a Museum 
or the setting up of .some schools here and some there will not solve 
the problem. No doubt the appointment of the Industrial Survey Com- 
mittee was a good move, but it was very Ijelated and in this connection 
I cannot help quoting what the Hon’ble Minister said in the budget 
discussion last year on the matter of appointment of this Committee 
bepiuse that appointment put a stop to all advancement of industries. 
Milk: |he srords he uaed-i “We were following the five-year plan, hut 
Ipy the time being, we have stopped it because we have set up esi 
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Industrial Survey Committee, and we want the Industrial Survey Conii- 
mittee to tell us whether the programme we have proceeded with should 
be adopted or curtailed or improved. Until mat report comes, there is 
bound to be a stagnation.” That is what the Government themselves 
admit. Then he proceeded: can say, Sir, that the Industrial Survey 

Committee which we have set up is much better than the Congress 
National Planning Committee.” Notwithstanding the satisfaction that 
the Government felt that the C/ommittee would be more heljfful than 
the Congress National Planning Committee, what is the present .stage 
in the labours of this Committee? The ITon^ble Minister told us only 
a while ago that it has not yet finished its labours. The Ilon’ble 
Finance Minister while presenting the present budget said that the Com- 
mittee has only put in certain preliminary lecimimendationt 

(Here the lionourable membei leached the time-limit and was 
allowed time to finish liis sentence.) 

I have no doubt, Sir, that Wfore the term of the present Assembly 
expires or before there is any time to take action, neither the final report 
of the Committee nor the decisijui of the Goverrnnent thereon will see 
the light of day. 


Maulvl MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: *rFRTi 

WW ^0 STU ltlT'5^14 (jTWRt CTt UTTfU *^-(9^1 

5T^i srw: ^ hcwt yfcwt r? n;5V 

tsrfw^T (smco ^ tr?. wpt 

fmfi wfi to 

(Mr, SONTOSH Kvmar Basu : wrc^rcR i) 

?5itTOnt ^ w TOwtf i ««r w at 

W CTO bw TOTCW? «f*TC?F CTO fTO ^t 

fftrocf TOTTO tfl TOT ?FfTO *rrfTOCtR 

CTTOt *uc*t at rit snxrcH? at ^ st'iCHT^'S ^ntrot tt.rjKSc?r 

C5P(’* strt. fw. a»T TOWf'T'tt sT*c'5*t 1 ivtStcf pros 

i[TC5rt)t OT TOi C5T «[rr«i5 toito ctor carpr^ ^ cro? afisMroff pro 
TO fw ^rri c>tt o'tt 5iTCw5t aTOT c*tt siut Ja#! 

tltr Wlfrocf l UTOT TOtT ^ TOC?? TOT ?TC9ft f5?T?“l? TOltjT ntlTW 
TOT? TO ?r. t?T ?tCt5 ?;:C?? f??? U[T? «tTCW? C^ 5RT ?T itipdH# 

»TO?-TOR nTtro •(? TO?T ?*?i*ic?? 5ff?iitf, a?t rrtnra 

tf?a TO I TO CM ? 9RTt TOT ?(Tu? T Ct? , fTO TOXU? TO > t rg ( TOTW? TO 

5U TOTi, tniT?r tST W5 5sf??r Stto n i t?raTO ?n to? Cwnl 

¥?T? tTTOltl iflllCf SW'Jtfe? ?T TOTOT WTO? TOITO? tlCgl tPfft 

iwrtwrl? ^ T?*T fTOM ( Portfolio ) ?*^ TO* TO?r wgs 
mm ftro n n * ? *t fof? »w ??, ?fitir tot? f??it to, cirt W 

«TtTO TOtiTtfTOt fro t?TO fro, fwn TO? «<Nbe 
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m 

m afj •atir® wl »nf cwrr* fT^TWi^rrr wt tro 

«(n3R =i!ti «nt, fn, a>m ffro *(7 ^ ^ ofto irrwx^ 

nr«; «wjr ^ 3ft?«r fcf=^ «ro foa[ ^tc«I> tBirift ^fwroRi mm 'S^ 
mnt TOi ^ mm 4f«iTt«iiK w ^ mm W( at O noww 
’.irtT**\*i ^Ff^sr «(i*nw« wro mm a^flJr ^fCAS ^Ffiir 

«^f?a cTOTfrti m i fms ww? — 

8R5rm?g5s lyit «gw “C’tmr** mm KymR 

mtym ftf^ pTair f^riFnnRi mts errant ^rr^i 

fro. fTt^ f«nrrt ^ af^ vtsircf^, d 

fam fes? m Sfsa fia a^ fTti> fifij wjftm mmm «ra>in 

4(t'8'iC5^ S’RFT ^4t) •ITCiR ^ I a^ftTT 

a«R TO? ^ csT«i « “CTOT” spf^ ?fa?Tl ?f??T atw 1 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA QH08E : Mr. Speaker, Sir, is the honourable 
member relevant in <lisrus.sinff thisl^ 


Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Mozammel Hu<j, you are not replying to the 
ex -Finance Minister. You are discussing the budget on Industries. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: TO?;ai totm. art? ^ tort 
antosffi araTOT a^ntofTK? frotTOTO 5 Ri c? aa tot? 5 to? 
caa rnmxw^. Si mm mm tocS? *(c«nt *m mm fa?\ tos fu? 

6 ^ nt?TO Sm mm afi TOrt to mm toti aitorfre 

ton? 5 RT S?T TO mm ®ntaTORi fro ijtit «it?t cto ton? fi \m~ 
Sufi rt?m? TO?T a^ fm ?to ti cntosti, ann:? aitlr «tot 

aiSr 8?iHn,,? S^fi^ ennre? ai(>r <??xn.? to^ Stfi^ ^\ «n? 
cnf?incSfS<f nrtn ?t totto sra ckto u;T??i cn^rtOKu a? u fTOtoicn? toi 
< rt n? enfartr^ ni«fto>? ai 2 ni Tot ?to ?to to rt?T tofi armca cro? 

practical toroliy fn; rt?m f?^? ?;ti to tor fi arnroT ?tac5 
TOR c? CTO tton? CTR ?PR SalT5 rtiTcfv Brrw ?«r nna-c « iro irw 
nrtnf?, ^oa? cnca a?«^f?? Safi arrarca? afrort a?t ®r?iT? i mr ?t 
if?ca arnicH? ii^?T 5 fi s to rtc?i aro*!!? ira totw? ?tci wit anrfam, 
— TO?T nfn ?fa c? a?^mK? arw ar? m "W; cirt w 

S ?f <bl? TO?T at? Iffa? ^1 Practical TO af?n rtR ITTOl CTO 
CTO ite? fi? to ?R? TOT a?T ?t?Tit iTirci ff'ifi? to;? Swti ?? ?itr 
(Hear, hear.) to m «nf? ?faci to C? a«R a T TOCH? 
aft?w ?Tto ifci rtc? TOTci a? <S1a-to irtror ??to ft??T caisr tof 
a?^ a? froto tot TOto? afi totr? riit fiRwr? rtir ntoroi 

to; \i^*\ TOiT fto 8RT TO if?rtt aa tot? tof » ca totcae 
^ a? ?? mwrnwM ctoT tor cro tor? «R;nt to? toi topofa TOf fl«r 
nii^fc^; ffa-fTOcn* mm a?1? fww? cro Pnro ?r iKfe i^Iitci ^ cir 
mm to^ Rtoto nri ito w? nfi TOr toras. S?toT ^tfitro 
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CfR aiw snt* ilcwr «wrpr ^fia niro cwrirti 

lit^ ifTW cTT-TOn? i®TW fiwi itir ail 450 i; c^iWif 

ff¥-fs(iT*r fv ijrar *ntVv fw; ^furor? 5rfT — aa iti inf.SwT to ffto 

CfPT ^ CTOT (ICIMt TO! IfTW JITW TOfl CTOT 

m nM; art al «ni fetr tot? TOr fT^a grr? ? tow- 

tot ?r f'wr ^ 5r?T ^ror ?t to, cnrorw *tt^ a?T tot fffHii fwcw 
wefT to, tot Ww *Tfw arfw ( LaiighW. ) 

HTTOW atR TO ?rfTO $fm ?Ti rrfJTTO to cTTfrosTi w? ?Ffwr ft?- 

TwTi*r a5? ?^TO CTO to Uttt a?^ toc? ^ c^ftHT to I>t^ to cfiw to? 

w TOTOTO? TOTTOCw. fw «( 1 ?a fwn CTO af^ wrro mfro 

?tc? ?T. ?f<cHc^a a? 7 r “«to*’ ?1fa to sfro arc? ?t i (Dr. Naunaksha 
Sanyal : Industry? fWI TO^O '3*PT «ITf? Industry? TOC*?f afacatci 
Textile Industry ?r TO-fTO TOC*? fm TO; CTO»R TOW 

fwja fww fwTcwi TOcw ^ < 3 ^ TOi-facTO Sicfa a*?c*? totcw totohc? 

?f?TO TOf TOT totot aro? 5niwi aixaiwa w;i tocw ^ 

?«ir WTO a?^ af <c?c *^6 TO 5 ^tror cassr wro i TOfcw 

TOTOTO Sugar Mill ?r aTTCW TO? TO? TOC*? ?fT «ICWF 

?fWTCw a?t al a;arc?? to?t srnrcaro ^ (>t?t ca? tottq W? 
cwntiTcwi ??; totcw caca ?c?^ w. cwrar tow w wt? afa awa'cac^? 

ca«fr a?TOi tott Wca fro? a^ Saro Wcai ( At this stage the 

member reached his time-limit. ) 

TOTC? TO a;-fafai> aw faai 

Mr. SPEAKER : No, I can^t. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : aw ??? facw ai TOCa ?aTt TOI 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have 
listened to u series of theories of a rather novel form of economics 
to-day. I cannot understand the honourable mover taking us back to 
the times when the thumbs of the weavers in Dacca were aiyputated 
and cut off. The world has changed since then. To talk in 1940 of 
isolating Bengal industrially and commercially and making it self- 
sufficient, by putting duties on imports even from the other provinces 
of India, is a line of thought which will perhaps kill the remaining 
industries of Bengal. The world has become interdependent and 
inextricably interrelated. If Bengal has to sell something, Bengal 
must also buy. 

The other point made by one of the speakers opposite, Sir, was that 
Government must find mcmey for financing industry. This again is a 
norel idea for, it can be urged, equally forcefully, that Goremx^f^i 
abottld not Interfere |ritk the normal course ^of business and indnrtries 
ns a competitor; t^at t^ Government should not enter tieee fiel^ 
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except as a protector, as one that creatos the necessary atmosphere for 
the adTmncement and encauragenient of commerce and industries. That 
the GoTernment has tried its best in the very difficult circumstances in 
which a Provincial Government in India works will be obvious from 
‘.the schemes that have already been taken in hand. We must remember 
that a Provincial Government has no control over transportation^ 
frei||ht^ import duties, tariffs, and .so on. All these are within the 
scope of the Central Government. A Provincial Government luin go 
so far and no further. Hearing this important fact in mind and realis* 
ing the handicaps and limitations under which he has to work, I think 
honourable members opp»)site will realise that the Hon’ble Minister, 
who has^taken charge of the Department only recently, cannot use a 
magic wand ami turn the indust rie'< of Bengal into flourishing institu- 
tions in a day. 

The other point to which sufficient attention has not been paid 
to-might, Sir. is that the people of Bengal may have lHM‘n industrially 
very advanced in the past, hut to-day the tenden<‘y of the inhabifants of 
thja territory is not industrially in(‘lined. The (iovernmeiit cannot 
put its hand into the pocket of the tax-payer and take money to finance 
industries. If taxation is re.Horted to, we .sliall all begin to sliout and 
we shall all begin to protest. I, therefore, repeat, Sir, that (lovern- 
ment can only create the necessary atmosphere, pave the way through 
suggestion, te«*hiiicul advi<e and even denumstratioii plants and parties, 
80 that individual financiers or c«dlective financing in the form of Joint 
Stock Companies and the citizens of the province may come forward 
and lake charge of the industries. I make a distinction, Sir, between 
cottage and small industries and big and heavy industries, heeause 
heavy industries, being national in a .seii.se, Ctovernment may, in <ertain 
circumstanee.s, finance them. But to blame the Hon’ble Minister for 
all the ills of the iudu.strial position in Bengal is rather beside the 
mark. 

AmSng the stej)s taken to eiieouruge iiidustrie.s and the line of 
approat'h adopted h\ the (government f(»r a solution of the problem, 
Sir, I would mention the Provineial Be.search Board, where eminent 
scientists, industrialists and businessmen have been brought together 
80 that they may tell us what industries we should handle first and how 
we should go about them. Then it will he for (he financier to come 
on the stage. Progress will he, necessarily, sh>w but it will be steady. 
Only such a course will help to soh*e unemployment and to create 
intelligent, workers and skilled labourers. Sir, Es. 25,000 were granted 
Inat y^ar for the purpose and this year there is an addition of Rs. 10,000 
tnHiiat amount. Those who have read the news that came from Delhi 
will find that the Hoh'ble the Commerce Member to the Govern* 
fiWit of India was very happy that Es. 5 lakhs had been granted fur 
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a similar purpose. Do you not think, Sir, that we have reason ip 
be proud of the fact that we in Bengal took tke first step in the matter, 
and the Government of India has followed in our footsteps? 

The second line of approach which Government has adopted is the 
creation of an Intelligence Section. Here again new ground has been 
broken. Information is being collected about trades, production, distri- 
bution and consumption and the details of every industry are Kkely to 
come into our hand,^ as soon as they are ready. But the most important 
aspect of this industrial intelligence is that the bureau is collecting 
information on inter-district trade, that is to say, information as to 
what one district sells to another and what it is likely to purchase. In 
this way we shall be able to establish an industrial peononiy Within the 
provinee w'hieh is bound t(» prove beneficial. The scope of these investi- 
gations is likely to be widened wliieli may ultimately help us to find 
out how* R(‘iigal can sell its prodm’Is outside the provinee in other 
parts of India and what are the things Bengal slutnld buy from other 
proviiiees. Before we advance we should knou the terrain we are 
going tfi march over. 

The third line of attack is the industrial survey ot the province. 
There is, as I .see, a difference of opini(»n on this suhj(*ct. Hon’ble 
members think that we are not marching last enough. Th<* Hon’ble 
Minister feels that each step has to be taken very carefully and 
cautiously. But 1 ieel, Sir, that through these tliree line of approach 
we shall so(m find ways and means of le-establishing our industries on 
a siuiiul and exjuuiding basis. 

There was another line of ajiproach which was actually followed 
by the Government, in the only \\u\ it reasimahly could. Honourable 
members have c(»m plained that (i<»vernment does not spend enough 
money on the encouragement of <dd and established industries ami* the 
establishment of new futes. The State Aid to Industries Act has been 
doing what it could in this direction within its limited scope. But the 
Government went further and elaborated a scheme of subsidising indus- 
tries by guaranteeing the hisses and meeting half the running expenses 
for a fixed number of years of a scheme of industrial credit. The 
effort, unf<»rtunately, fell on evil days and has failed to materialise into 
the expectations that were entertained of it. My suggestion to the 
Hon’hle Minister is that the Mxiner he extricates the (Jovernment out 
of it the better. 

Before I sit down, may I, as Chairman of the Bengal Board of 
Industries, draw the attention of tlie Hon’ble Minister to the request 
made by the Bt>ard for an early amendment of the State Aid to Indus- 
tries Act. There are discrepancies in it, and we of the Bengal Bdltd 
of Industries think that we are rather handicapped in the acupe 6f oul* 
work. We have at the nutment only one duty and that is to lend money 
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id cerlaiii well-defiued ai^ well-established industries, but we want to 
go ahead, and I hope the Hon^ble Minister will pay attention to our 
request and take in hand this problem in all seriousness. The other 
request I have to make is that if this House grants money for any 
industrial project it should not be held up for what is known as 
administrative sanction. I know that there are administrative diffi- 
culties, •but it should he the duty of the department to see that the 
Finance Department or any other department that has anything to 
do with a project does not keep the scheme hanging on although we 
have sanctioned money in this House for that j»ur])ose. If the Hoirble 
Minister will kindly take note of the points that I have tried to place 
before hfm. I think that we may well expect better progress during 
the coming year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker. Sir. ^ is 
soillewhat distressing to me to find that the time at my disposal is very 
short, and so it will not be possible tor me to r(‘ply to all the points 
thqt have been raised by my honourable friends in this House. 

Sir, like yesterday I would first of all thank iho.se of my friendu 
who have given certain helpful suggestions. Those suggestions w'ill be 
taken into careful consideration. Although it will not be possible for 
me to refer to all the p(»ints rai.sed here, I think the n‘ply that has 
been given by my honourable friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
has relieved my burden to a great extent. I endorse his speech to a very 
great extent. His speech provides a reply to some of the important 
points raised by the Opposition on the floor of this Hi>use. 

Sir, as regards Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 1 wuuild like to say 
that in the midst of all the things he has said he adumbrated a very 
•queer proposition, vis,, that the reawm for the Muslim eommunity 
being behindhand in the field of industry is the mentality created by 
the preachings of the Muslim lieugue. [Maulvi Abu Hohkain S.arkab : 
A man •v ho could say that should he hanged at once! (Laughter.)] 
Sir, a gentleman w'ho can bring forward a proposition like this — I think 
it is futile to argue with him. (Cries of “hear, hear,” from the 
Coalition benches.) He says that Bombay has 222 cotton mills whereas 
Bengal has only 17. Now Bengal has a large numW, but still that 
number is far below that of Bombay. My friend eulogised the 
Congress for starting the industrial mentality in Bengal. (MauWi Anu 
HossAiif Bakkar: You also said that a few years back.) But I ask, 
how is it that that mentality has helped Bengal to establish only 17 
*eotion mills up till nowF (Maulvi Abu Hossaiii Sarkar; Not 17 
hilt|^7.) All right. 1 accept it. And is it the Congress mentality in 
B<vmha^ that has helped the people of that province in estabHahing 
miibf The proposition is absurd. Bengalis do not want to tnko 
^ industnes, they only know best how to serve as clerks, and they 
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complais that industries, trade and commeree^are not developed in tide 
province. As long as we do npt shed that mentality, our provinot 
cannot look forward to real progress in the field of industriee. 
(Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu( What has the Government done?) Sir, 
I have no time to reply to such interruptions. 

As regards the establishment of cotton mills by Government#! thinh 
my friends have a very convincing reply from Mr. Siddiqi. Gov- 
ernment cannot enter into competition with private enterprise anywhere 
and everywhere. The cotton mill industry is established fairly well 
in many provinces and also to some extent in Bengal. The greatest 
difficulty of Bengal in regard to that is the want of good o^ton. If 
Bengal could produce long staple cotton in sufficient quantity, that 
would bjj of great help to the cotton industry in this province. Gov- 
eniment is trying its best to produce long staple cotton in this province 
with that end in view'. Bui, Sir, so far as some other industries are 
concerned, the pasition is different. Those industries which are still 
grow'ing and which require patrouisation or help from the Government 
certainly deserve encouragement. I would refer to the sugar industry 
for example. The question is somewhat complicated. A short while 
ago there waif a movement that there should be no more augmentation 
of that industry in India, because that would lead to overproduction and 
consequently the indu8tr;v will suffer. The same plea has also been 
raised by my bosnourable friend Mr, (’lark here, but there is one thing. 
So fur as the sugar indu.stry is concerned, Bengal has not yet come 
to its own. Therefore, it is very difficult to accept the position that 
there should be no further increase of sugar mills in this province. I 
think that there is a good field lor the increase of sugar mills in this 
country. Government is examining the j)roposal fer helping the growth 
of sugar mills iu this province. Of course the ull-lndia point of -view 
if also an important one and should not be altogether neglected, but the 
provincial point of view is also equally, if not more important. 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. Sureudra Nath Biswas, yes, my very 
esteemed friend Mr. Biswas, complains that the policy pursued by 
Government will not do any good to the country. He wants production 
and more production, but simple productitm will not do. We want 
more economic, more remunerative production. If my friend eats Ie«a 
than he evacuates one can very easily see that death is at his door. 
The great problem that the cost of production should be decreased 
as far os possible, tfnleai industrial production is made more econcrmic, 
no benefit will accrue by mere prodtrtwB- Over-l«roduction will lead 
to ruin and that is why the Government is trjing to invent 
out ipethods whereby production can be made more econaSMC. Sone 
remunerative. The cost of production has to be re^g^, to the 
minimum* He haa said that so .far as the queetion of helping tte 
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lAmdloolli weaTing industry is concerned one important comiideratioa 
i$ that the mills should be debarred from producing stuffs with yarn 
below a certain count. He also says that the Government of India 
Jias taken up this question. That I think as a move in the right direc* 
tion, and I hope the Governiiieut of India will do all that is possible* 
My friend says that the Government of Bengal also can pass a legisla- 
tion im|>osing a ban on cotton mills. That is not a feasible proposition. 
There I do not agree with my friend at all. Howaan Bengal legislate- 
for the whole of India? What benefit will accrue to Bengal if the 
Bengal cotton mills are debarred from weaving stuff with yarn below 
a certain count while all other mills in the rest of India will W going 
on merrfly doing as they like? Therefore, my friend has not looked 
at this question from the practical |H)int of view at all, and I think 
for that reason he has committed a serious mistake. 1 think giy friend 
Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmood bit on the right point when he said that Jpr 
helping <uir weavers one of tlie best things will be to produce a ^wru 
or to supply them with \iyn at n cheaper rate and wiHi that end in view 
a spinning mill or severub spiiinii% mills should be established in 
Bengal. That seems to he a very attractive proposal and Government 
has already been examining that <|iieHtion. and 1 think something may 
come out of it, although it is premature for me now t^say anything 
definite on that point. Whatever is possible for the G(»vernment of 
Bengal within its own limits will he <lone. Those limits are financial 
as well us other-aise. The limits which a provincial Government 
labours under are those of tariff, freight, import duty and things like 
these. Therefore what the Government of India can do the Government 
of Bengal cannot obviously do. My friend compares Bengal adth 
Japan. Does such a comparison at all stand to reason? (Mr. Sanwsh 
KrMAR B^sr: D<ws the Bengal Cabinet stand comparison with the 
Japanese Cabinet?) Therefore theme who comi>are the Bengal (/abinet 
with the Japanese Cabinet 1 think are not in their senses. Then, Sir, 
although I disagree with most of what my friends on the opposite side 
gay on •almost all occasions 1 agree with my friend Mr. Manmatha 
Nath Roy as regards one point, namely, that very little money ia 
provided for the Industries Department. I fully agree with these 
observations, and I think my friend will also agree when the Govern- 
ment ^comes forw’ard in the future wifti proposals for fresh taxation 
for the purpose of feeding and developing the industries and other 
nation-building concerns of this province. (Cries of ‘‘no, no^* from 
the Congress Benches.) Then, Sir, some of my other friends have 
said that there is m planning, npthing of ih# kind in Bengal. So far 
as this is edneemeir Mr, Siddiqi tas given a gmal reply. I would again 
raKnnd |be House of the fact that aa Industrial Sumy Comsnittee 
iuM alrej^y been appointed. Thkt eommitlee is still working and haa 
i^balitted f0o interim reports. ^ Will it not be in ^be fitness of thinga 
wait ioT tbe recommendations of that pimmittee? When their 
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recommendations are submitted these will he the basis of a aoiaip^ 
iiensive plan for the industrial development of the ^tovince. Of douipe 
we are somewhat late, but that could not be helped. I think, Sir, 
although we are somewhat late, the committee will be able to. make 
its report in time so as to enable the Government of Bengal to frame 
a scheme and just to give it a start during their term of office. It may 
■not be possible for this Government to finish everything, but* I hope 
^hat they will be affle to give a good start provided my friends in this 
House help the Government by voting the necessary monev for giving 
'that start. I do not think I need take anj^ further time of the House**^ 
I oppose all the motions and oommend my motion to the accejitance of 
4he House. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the demand for 
Bs. 15,1* 000 under-^the head “40 — Industries — Industries” be reduced 
hjils. 100 was then fot an<^ lost. 

The motion Mr, Amrita Lai Mandal that the demand for 
Bs. 45,12,000 under the head — Ilfdtisf^ies — Industries” be reduced 

by Bs, ’"loo was then put and lost. 

The motilto of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand for 
m 45, 12,000 under the head “40 — Industries — Industries*'* he reduced 
by Bs, 1(K) was then put and lost. 

The motion Ijf the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum of 
Bs. 15,12.000 be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — 
Industries — Industries” was then put and agreed to. 


43>~lndti8triM— Ifinchona, 

Thn Hofi’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; Sir. on the recom? 
mendation of Hie Ifxcelleiicy the Govermir I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 5,59,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘*4St-Indus- 
tries — Cinchona”. 

Mfi SPEAKER I I may tell Mr. Maqbul Hossain that hin dmend* 
ment does not arise. This department is responatble only lor the pro- 
duction of quinine, distribution thereof is in charge of ^e Medical and 
Public Health Departments. I am af^-aid therefore that your issue is , 
entirely wrong, and Dr, Sanyid is not here to argue the case for yo<tt. 

Mr, ATUlf KRISHNA GHOiBt ^Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
on behalf of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal/that the demand el Be. 5;6S,0SS 
made under the head **43-^Inda8tfles — Cinchona*'^ be reduoed by 
lU, 100. 



1940.] 


49 


DEMJLNDS PpR GRANTS. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion regarding 

failure of Government to adopt a policy of extension of the cinchona 
oultivation and the production and sale of Government (luininCt failure 
of the present arrangement for the sale and distribution of Government 
quinine and reorganisation of the rinehona Department. 

Sir, I would like to speak a few words in this connection. In the 
beginning let me take up the report of the (rovernment for the 
year 1934 -d8 and let this he the basis upon whiidi I can criticise 
Government regarding its polic\. programme and principle. In 
that very report we find the top heavy expiuiditure of this depart- 
merit. One quiuologist is drawing Hs. 11,90(1 per annum. I don’t 
see any reason whatsoever for that, and 1 do not think that a quiuologist 
has got such special qualifications as to diaw smdi a heavy amount 
from revenues. Se<‘on(lly. I would like t(» draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to the fact that though there i«^ami)le sc 4 »pe for t]ie 
cultivation of cinchona within the counts. Go^rnnient is deliherdt^y 
and iiersistently importinfj^it from other countries. 

Then. Sir, the nunt sufprising ^art of the report is this. One 
Wilson, officer fb iharge of the emiuirv, was deputed under the 
al^^piccs of the Imperial (’ouiicil ol Agricultural Ke.scurch with a view 
to discovering new areas suitable for the cultivation of CTtichona. Vfo 
do not know wliat are the sp4'cial (iuulifications of this gentleflian, 
Mr. Wilson, whose naim- has lieeii flragged into this report — of course 
we do not mean any disresjiect w’hats<»ever to that gentleman. 

When we come ti> the next paragraph we find Government saying, 
“After SO years of d(»mestictttioii, cinchona still remains u plant of 
ver\ fastidious haiiits’* and mans <4ther things. If 1 have urnlerst()od 
the position rightly, (luvernment have been making experiments for 
the Jast HO year.N, and still they are trying through Mr. Wilson to 
discover new ureas, some new places and .some new hiHi^. I do not know 
whether the purpus- is the cultivation of cinchona or to have a tour 
round tl^e countrv to «lraw trivelling allowance form thfis poor province. 
This is what the (ioveriiment report sa\s. They are investigating, they 
are trying and deputing Mr. WiKon and perhaps asking others to find 
out some suitable plots for the ( ultivati<»n of cinchona. That is really 
surpriiing. 

Then, Sir. 1 wdtild like to come to the point which vitally affects 
the interests of* the people of Bengal, ft is an acknowledged fart, and 
this fact has been corroborateil by the report of the Government that 
“Bengal is one of the provinces nmst seriously affected by malaria. 
It haa been fortunate in ita success up to date in establishing a cinchona 
Uldnstry”. That is what the Government report says. But what is 
tke t(^i output of quinine in tlhis province? If my information is 
correct, I think about two year* back the Central Government invited 
6 . 
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differenf provincial (jovernmeiils to discuss this point whether cinoho^a 
plantation could be taken up on a large scale in India, and, if my 
information is correct, I think there was some controversy between 
the then Minister, Mr, Nausher Ali and Sir Jagadish Prasad. The 
rVntral G{>vernment wanted to coerce us, if 1 may be permitted to us* 
that expression, not to exten<l the area and to restrict it so that the 
imports could come in the usual course. It is something like an official 
document and if yiat document is brought to light, I think many 
things will be disclohed. It is tlie dut\ of the present Minister to 
fight on and on as the then Minister fought tor the benefit of Rengal. 
Of course, it is the lookout of the MiniNter and his department to see 
how far they can proceed, and how fur they can resist and ho^ far they 
can gain by mutual co-operation with the (Vntral (iovernmeut . 

Then, Sir, 1 would like to draw the attention of tin* lion’ble Minister 
to one staggering fict. The total population ot Bengal, 1 think, is 
b, 50, 00, 000 of which the adult po])ulation is ‘U crores. Out of JU 
crores of adult population, due to malaria alone, on an average every 
one of them sustains a loss ot lo, working days ami it we proceed with 
the calculation tin* average financial los^ dm* to malaiia comes to about 
Bs. 7 per head and tjie total financial loss incurri‘d by the total adult 
population sOtVeriiig from malaria amounts If) B.n ‘J4A croies. dust 
itnagine what a trememlous loss it is tor the province ot Bengal dm* to 
malaria. 

Tin'll, Sir, J come ba<*k again to the report ot the (rovernment and 
proeeetl with my observations on the basis of that report. In para- 
grajih 10, we find that the profit for the year 1037-38 is Rs. 8,31,818-8. 
But if there is any profit vhat harm eau tlu'ri* bt» for the (iovernmeut 
in proci'eding with the ciiltivation on an extt‘U>ive scale ? Had there 
been a (|uestion of loss uinl had there hei‘n a (jiiestion of any further 
loss, I could understand the (iovernment thinking fifty times before 
proeeefling fiirtlier, but (iovernment sa\ in their own re])ort that there 
is a definite amount of profit. T do not see any reason whatsoever why 
we sliould not extend the riiltivation within the province, i 

When we come to the quality of the thing produced, we have infor- 
mation that the quality has deteriorated and according to the report 
of the chemical analysis made by the Bio-chemical Standardisation 
Laboratory only K) per cent, of the strength was available in quinine. 
If that is the sort of deterioration that has taken place, I do not know 
what Government can do for a province like Bengal where the number 
of deaths is abnormal and daily increasing. I would request the 
Hon ’Me Minister to find ways and means of improving the situation 
and extending the cultivation. With all these defects, no Government 
can expect that their demand will be sanctioned without any cewure 
or cut motion whatsoever. With these words, I commend my •motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 
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• TIm Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, 1 oppose th« 
cut motion which has jusf been moved by Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna (tho.se that the demand of 
Rs. 0,59, 000 under the head “4d — Industries — Cinchona'^ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 wa.s then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Prasannii Deb Raikut that a sum 
of Rs. o,r)9,(K)0 be granted for (expenditure under the head “4d — 
Industries — (^iiuhona’’ \va.s then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 9-90 p.m. to- 
night. 

(The Hous(* was then adjourned till 9-»t0 p.m. fo-night). 


(kI foum mvht A 


Motions regarding amendment of the Order-inXoundl, 1936. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to know it (ioveinment aie going to 
move tlieir amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sn 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am t(dd that there is likeliliood of unanimity 
in this House over Mr. Saikei’s motion. So, Mr. Sarkei may move 
his motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sn , I slo'uld like to rnovi* my 
motion 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sit. 1 submit that it would 
much better if I may suggest that Dr. Sanynl may first move his motion 
of whieh he has given notice and he may sjieak in support of it. If 
Mr. Sarker thereafter moves his motion, |»iohahly Dr. Sanyal will see 
his way to withdraw hi.s motion by the leave of the Hfuise so that 
Mr. ^Barker’s motion may be passed unanimously. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection. 
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•ptoial motioii undar rule 98(1) of the Bengal Legislative Assemhly 
Procedure Rules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL. Sir, I beg to move that thhi 
Ansembly is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take 
immediate steps t-o represent to the proper authorities that any modifica- 
tion of the Government of India (Distribution of Revenues) ’Order in 
Council, 19^16, as per section ViS of the Government of India Art, 
should ensure allocation to the Province of Bengal of her due share 
in any tax on income, other than agricultural income, including Excess 
Profits Tax, particularly in view of tlie state of the finances of this 
Province, * 

Sir, I am grateful to you for having afiorded me an oj)portunity to 
raise a di8<ms8iou on sucli a matter of great interest to this Province 
and particularly for having exacted from our none too generous Govern- 
ment some amount of time for a debate on this subject on the floor of 
this House. 

On the 17th of February last, news was received in Cab utta of a 
certiiiu debate in the House of Commons held on the loth Februaiy 
whitdi for the first time brought to our notice that attempts were being 
made to modify the basis for the allocation of a portion of the income- 
tax prtK’eeds to the Provinces in India us was arranged under His 
Majesty's Order-in-Council of 19'f0 lelnting to the distribution of 
revenues in pursuance of the provisions of section P18 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 19d5. It was then reported that with a view 
to enable the Central Goveinment to retain a sufficient poition of the 
income-tax revenue and in order to maintain its solvency under War 
eonditlt>ns this modification was sought to be made and that the scheme 
put forward was the result of discussions lH‘tween the Centre and the 
Provinces. Sir Hugh O’Xeill, the rnder-Secretary of vState for India, 
while dealing with the Divstribution of Pevenues (Amendment) Order 
explained that owing to the Wai some alteration in the method of 
distribution was necessary if the Central Government was tS be saved 
fixim the pixistiect of a heavy deficit. But, at the same time, he assured 
that the amount of in<*ome-tax which the Provinces irould receive under 
the new* formula w'ould be nearly half as much again as the estimate 
made under the old formula in 1939-40 and the hojie was further held 
out that in the next year the l*rovinces would do even Wtter. 

On the 2l8t February the Associated Press brought further light in 
this connection fro|h Simla and New Delhi and it was then that we 
could have some idea of the definite lines in which changes were sought 
to be effected. Immediately on the following day, that is, on the 22nd 
February, when the amendments were still awaiting |)assage in Phrlia- 
ment, I gave notice of my motion and I felt that in view ol the great 
urgency of the matter and the importance of the question an ^ early 
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oppoi^unity would be provided for a discussion on this question. I 
regret that the Govemmefit could not see their way to accede to ray 
suggestion earlier and I am sorry that in some respet^ts our debate 
to-night might prove to be mere post-mortem examination of a fait 
accompli. In any event, I trust memlH»rs of various sections in this 
House will apply their mind to this important question free from party 
prejudices and, a confirme<l optimist as I am, 1 hope that there may be 
yet an opj^rtunity created for securing; to the Province of Hengnl 
justice and fair dealiMg>. if all paities in the House with om* voice 
formulate a united demand in <*onne<*tion with the subject iinder dis- 
cussion. 

Sir, e^^^^ since the middle of the 19th century when the Provinces 
were but mere ha al administrations of a highly l eutrulised Govern- 
ment having no M-parate finances of their own. the relationship 
between the Pentral (iovernun'iit and the Provihces in fiscal and 
hnaycial matteis has caused considerable misgivings and steji by stop 
the financial statu^ of the Provinces was raised until, in 1919, the 
revenues of the province^ were He|>4U*ated from those ol the Central 
Government. But the finam ial contrid was .still vested in the Secretary 
of State and the Financial Settlement of 1919, ku(»w'n ns the Meston 
Settlement, caused a serious strain in the relations between the Govern- 
ment of India and the Provincial (loverniiienfs. The hiirden imposed 
thereby on the province of Bengal was admittedly most iniquit-ous. 
When the (btvern merit of India Act of 19^0 was passed it was realised 
by the Parliament that tin* >U( cess of the Keforms would depend very 
largely on the financial position of the Provim-ial (lovernments and 
having regard to the difficulties and uncertainties it was decided that 
before giving ettect to Part III of tlie Act relating to Provineial 
Autonomy there should be a separate empiiry into the financial position 
of the’ Provimes, the special circumstames ie(|uired by each, and the 
time and mode of distributing the Provincial share of the income-tax. 
Accordingly, after some investigations by the Peel Sul>-Cominittee and 
Percy C(Vinmittee, Sir Gtto Niemeyer conducted an enquir>\ iind 
assistance to the Provinces was provided under His Majesty’s •rder- 
in-Council of 19d6 on the lines suggested in his IlefKirt. It was then 
recognised that any forward policy in Provincial Autonomy would 
only be successful if the Pnrvinces were assured stability and expan- 
siveness in their finances. 

The Niemeyer Award had ever since c*ome to l>e regarded as the 
bed-rock of provincial finances and various measures have been adopted 
'in building np the sexual and economic life of the Provinces in the 
expectation that the arrangements provided under the Niemeyer Award 
wottlft remain sacrosanct. Under the circnrastances, the recent amend- 
nmnis io OoTemment of India ( Distribntion of thci Reveaiies) 
(Mer, 19d6, oaiae as a shocking surprise. Tl belies all expectalioii^s 
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and tears asunder wkat has been regarded as the sheet-anchor for 
Provincial finances since the inauguration of\he Provincial Autonomy. 
It is, therefore, very necessarj^ that the implications of the amendments 
effected during recent weeks should be fully examined and every 
possible step should be taken to preserve and protect the interests of 
the Province of Bengal. 

Let me briefly explain to the House the position that was secured 
under the old Order-in-Council and that created as a result of the 
amendments which have !>een recently brought into effect. Section 138 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, relates to the division of Income- 
tax as between the Provinces and the Federation and lays ^own that 
taxes on inex)me other than agricultural income shall be levied by the 
Federation but should lie shared witli the Provinces in a prescribed 
percentage. How exactly this should be sbureJ and the jieriod for 
which the share should subsist was left to he determined by subsequent 
Orders-in-Council. In ueeordance with the recommendations of •Sir 
Otto Nieineyer, the actual percentage and the* period were fixed by 
the Government of India (Distribution of Revenues) Order, 1936. 
According to (his Order the (Vntre was permitted to retain for all 
time 50 per rent, of the <livisihle income-tax receipts and during the 
first five years of ]*rovineial Autonomy an additional share out of the 
remaining 50 per cent, as would make a total retention by the Centre 
of Rs, 13 crores inclusive of the contribution from the Railway 
R(»venues. In the second five-year period there would be a gradual 
and automatic reduction ot the amount rcUiined by the Federation 
starting from the actual <'ontrihution made in the last year of the first 
period so that at the end of the full period of 10 years from the 
comnuMoaMiient of Provincial Autonom\ the Provinces would l>e entitled 
to their full share of 50 per (‘ent. allotted under section 138 of the 
Act. The relevant portion of the Distribution of the Revenues Order 
of 1930 as it stood before the amendment is as follows: — 

“()(/) The fii'st of the periods to 1)0 prescribed by His Majesty in 
Coum’il under sub-section {2) of the said section one hundred and 
thirty-eight shall be five years from the commeneement of Part III of 
the Act, and the sum to he retained by the Federation under that 
sub-section shall, in ea<*h of those years, be either the whole of the 
moneys assigned by sub-section (1) of the said section to Provinces and 
States, or such part thereof as will together with — 

(a) the Federation’s share of the divisible net proceeds of the 
taxes on ineome for that year; and 
(h) the sum, if any, to be brought into account by the Fedemtaon 
under .suli- paragraph (S) of this paragraph (Rad way 
' Contribution) amount to thirteen crorea of rupees which- 
ever is the leM. 
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• Tlie amendment nneiitly efferted seeks in the first instance to delink 
the Hailway P'inances from the l alciilutioii of allm^bie surplus and in 
the second place fixes the (ontrihution t(t the Centre in the first 
.quinquennium at Hs. 4A crores in ea<h year from the third to the fifth 
year as against the present variable contribution. The amendment 
comes into force retrospectively trom l.st April. 19d9. 

The effects of the amenduKmt are as follows: — 

(1) 111 th ‘ first [ilacc, the contribution from the Uailwuys to (Vmtral 
Kevenues having been excluded from the basis for calculating the extent 
of retention by the Centre the benefits that the Provinces are hoping 
to get lr<*m the im reased pnisperity of the Hallways are not likely to 
accrue any more : 

(2) Se<(UMll\ , from llie net ilivisilde Ineome-tux protwds a fixed 

amount of Hs. crores having been icNsunMl to the Centre during each 
of the three years 1940-41 and 1941-42 the share of the IVo- 

viiK es in the incrcast‘d yield of Income-tax revenue will 1 h‘ limited 
and conijiared to what the allocable surplus to the Provinces would 
ha\h‘ been under the (dd arrangement tin* sur]dus available under the 
new di>]*ensation would be ver\ mueb less: 

(d) 'rhinlly, since the progressi v<* diminution of the (auitre's share 
during the second five-\car period is based on the amount appropriated 
in tlie last year of the first five-\ear period, the Centre will receive a 
very mmdi larger share in the seiamd quinqiHuminm from 1942-4d to 
lP4f;-47 nnd the i‘orrcs|>onding loss to the Provinces will amount to a 
huge figure. 

1 Would like to illustrate the above with nderenca* to a lew actual 
and revised tigu^^'^ availalile so tar. If “I” represents tlie total pool 
of divisilile Income-tax, **X ' stands lor the additional ret^uition by 
the ('(‘litre, ‘’i* ' the Proviio iul uilof ahle sui jduH, and “H " is equal 
to the Hallway contrihuiiofi to (ii'iieral Heveiiues, then under the old 
ftrranp:eifit*nt “X”, i.e., fh(' amount that w'<iuld go to the f'entn? from 
out of tlie Provincial suiplus alloculih* to the I*n>vinceK, would l>c (‘<|ual 
to Id crores — (1/2 X U). “P i.«‘.. the IVcnimial share, would 1)6 
equal to 1/2- “X”, i.c., eipial to I '2 Id -t I /2 + H, or c<|ual to 
l-^R-ld, provided “P” does not exceed 1/2. This is the formula. 
I am shortly going to explain to you with reference to actual facta 
how the formula works out. Cnder the new arrangement **R’' doea 
not come into the picture at all, and i.e., the Provincial allocabld 

surplus, is equal to 1/2 rtnnux Ah crores, which is a flexed figure. 

Applying the aliove formula to the actual figures for 1937418, when 
the divisible Income-tax was Rs. 11 -05 crores and the Railw'ay contri- 
bution * amounted to R«. 2*83 crores, the Provincial ‘allocable aurplua 
* under the old arrangement was Rs. 11-55 crerrea pltt§ 2*83 (that is, the 
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Bailway Contribution) minus 13 crores, which has been mentioned da 
the total amount which the Government of India would in any case 
retain. This laaves l 'e38 crores as the balance available for distribu- 
tion to the Provinces. Bengal's share l)eing 20 per cent, of the total 
Provincial pool Ihe amount payable to this Provinc^e was more than 
Rs. 27 lakhs. In the Red Book, I may here mention, the figure is 
slightly less. It is very difficult to find out how that figure has been 
anived at, l>ecause the other figures that I have (luoted have all been 
taken from the statement of either of Sir Jeremy Raisman in the Central 
Legislature or the statement made by the Railway Meml>er in present- 
ing the Rnilway Budget. If the new formula however was applied 
on 1937-»38 figures, the total provincial allocation would athount to 
11 '55/2 minus 4 -5 crores (which is a fixed figure), or eijual to 1*27 
crores and Bengal’s share would be only 25 lakhs or at least 2 lakhs 
less than what was obtained under the old formula. So. the total result 
is while under the old arrangement in 1937-38 we got upwards ^ of 
27 lakhs, if the new arrangement was applied we would get only 
26 lakhs. At that stage the actual amount contributed by the railways 
was very small and as a c<»nse(iuence the exi>an8i(m in tlic subsequent 
^railway and income-tax collections did not have any effect on the 
increase of provincial surplus at that ix'riod. 

Taking lfK19-40 figures when the divisible income-tax stands under 
revised estimate at Rs. Kbit) crores and railway contribution to General 
Revenues is estimated at 3'()l crores the total provincial allmution, 
together with an anear of Rs. 41 lakhs i«>r 1938-39 a.s mentioned in 
Sir Jeremy Raisman’s speech w’ould amount to Rs. 4 (»8 (Tores, w’hereby 
the contrihution receivahle hy Bengal would he about Rs. 94 lakhs. 
You might remember, Sir, that while sj>eaking on the general budget 
diseussio’i our Deputy Leader mentioned that in ease the revision of 
Otto Nieineyer Reward did not take pbrne Bengal would have received 
nearly a erore of rupees iiisteiad of merely half o erore which at the 
present moment Bengal i.s likely to receive. Under the new formula 
Bengal’s share is rediu^ed hv nearly Rs, 40 lakhs as Rdlows: — 

Bengal would lx* now re(‘eiving 13-76 2 ininvs 4*50 crores (which 
is a fixed contrihution that would go to the Centre) divided hy 5 
(which will he Bengal’s share), i.e., Rs. 55 lakhs. 

It is hig^hly regrettall)le that when Bengal is suffering from the 
burdens of a deficit budget for two successive years proper attempfts 
bate not beeu made to see that in course of the amendments that have 
been brought into effect the legitimate dues of this province may not 
be encroached upon. 

The recant amendments in tfce Order-in-Council of 19316 baM^ on 
Sir Otto ^Bleyii^’s ^i^ward hate not only been effected* in Mki indeMi 
hurry, cutting at the very root of the mutdi vhunted Provtiniel 
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Autonomy and finanfial freedom of the Provinces, but in some* 
respects it appears that ^he autliiors of these amendments have not 
placed all relevant facts properly before the Parliament and before* 
the public. On the 15th of February when the amendments were* 
tinder discussion in the House of Coiniiions it was stated that tfhe neir 
formula would secure to the Provinces half as much a^ain as the- 
estimates made under the old formula for the current year. As I hav^ 
demonstrated above, this statement is positively untrue, misleading* 
and unfair. In India aUo, Hoirblc Sir .Ierem\ Itaismaii, the 

Finance Member, while intn'ducin^ liis Rudjfct for 1940-41 in the* 

Central lieirislature soujrht to justify the alteration in the Nieineyer 
formula 4)y his reference to the (‘oinjdete ehanfre in tihe financial 
situation hroujrht aixiut hy the W ar and stated that a(*cording to the 
reviist^il formula non ad<»]>t4*tl th<* share of the proviiu'es on account 
of the current ywir will im rease to Ks. 12 *^8 erores and with the 

arrears (it IN. 41 lakhs dio* tor UtdH-dO, the amount for distribution 

to the proviiK'i's at the eiul of Nfaicli, 1940, will amount to Its. 2*4^ 
(•n»res. Witli all respect to the Mon'hle the Finance Member for India 
I submit tihat this statement of liis also suppresses the real positiom 
and misleads the public to fe<‘l that a larger allocation is likely to 
accrue to the I’rovinees. 


■ Sir, I W(uild not like to anticipate the aignnu'nts of iu\ honourable 
friend Mr. N. K. Sarker and I must leave him to amplify his poinU 
whi(di he has indicated in his residution. 1 would only like to 
emphasise that the recent amendment in the Distribution of Revenues 
Order, 19d(», has cut at the very root of Provincial Autonomy, has 
thrown into iineertuinty and instability the courses (»f Pn»vineial 
finanfc thereby making it imjKissible for us to undertake any sehemfr 
of imtion-huilding involving a b»ng and expensive process of work^ 
has prevented Bengal from obtaining the benefits of improved income- 
tax receipts and better earnings of the railways wdien such improve- 
ments are visible, and is likely to compel the provinces to take recourse^ 
to much detested measure of taxation within the provincial sphere. 


Sir, it is very regrettable that the Oovernment of India would like 
tx) shirk the responsibility of taxation themselves and would com|n?l 
the Provincial (lovernments which at the present moment are 
representative and enjoy a degree of autonomy tf> take recourse te 
taxation within the limited sphere of their provincial itairui. I am 
prepared to recognise some amount of difiiculties created by the War, 
but I fail to. understand the merit of the policy w hich will spare tb» 
Ceatre from embarking on measures of taxation and loans for meeting 
its ^extraordinary commitments and will Compel the Provinces to tak# 
reeauiie t^ ’Piirioiit small and inelastic measures ol direct and mdireet 
Iraition. 
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There is another baneful effect of the new amendment which 'I 
very much apprehend. The delinking of the Railways from the 
calculation of allocable Provincial surplus will, I am afraid, only go 
to accentuate the harmful effects that were noticed for some time past 
in the sphere of Rail-Road competition. As the Provincial Govern- 
ments henceforward will cease to have any interest in the prosperity 
of the Railways there is no reason why they should not direct 
increasing attention to the development of motor traffic and the 
construction of competitive roads, as in various ways the motors are 
likely to yield better revenues to the IVovinces. In fact, Sir, the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy will bear me out that one of the 
reasons which were put forward .some time ago in the Central transport 
Advisory Council meeting that the Provinces should co-operate with 
the (nuitre in affording some amount of relief to the Railways in regard 
to Rail-Road competition — one argument then put forward was that 
any improvement in the Railway finaiiees would automatically give 
some amount (»f relief to the Pnivinces in the larger share of income- 
tax. That (Kisition is going to he reversed now. 

Sir, the effects of the recent amendments will not remain confined 
merely to the current year or the years immediately following. In 
view' of the change in the basis of the Centre’s retention, considerably 
large amounts will In* retaiiKsl by the Centre during the second five 
years of tlo' period referred to in the < trdcr-in-Couru il of From 

all calculations the maximum amount tliat the (’entre would be 
entitled t(* retain out of the 1‘rovincial share of oO pcT cent, in the 
last year of the first five year periotl under the old arrangement wcmld 
be a very small figun*. hardly excecnling R'*. 1 crore, whereas under 
th<‘ new arrangement the sec'ond five-year period jumps off from a fixed 
contribution of IN. 4} crorcs. This, I submit, is manifestly unfair 
and 1 am afraid will render man\ of our schemes for nation-building 
work impossibh*. 

It is reported that the Provincial (iovernmeuts had appreciated 
the difficulties occasicuied in the financial system by the outbreak of 
the War and accejited the new formula. While replying to a (luestion 
asked by Lord Siudl on February, 27, in the House of Lords, Lord 
Zetland is reported to have stated that the Provincial Governnients 
were consulted in the matter. Lord Zetland observed that one would 
have expected that the whole Provincial Governments would as one 
have raised their voire in opposition but somewhat to his astonishment 
that was not so. We would like to have in this connection a full and 
frank statement of facts as to what ptKsition the Government of Bengal 
took in the matter. Bir, I here submit that on that oocasu>n, to 
far as I remember, — it was towards the end of November or the middle 
of De(iember — this matter might have been referred to the Oovemment 



1940.] 


SPECIAL MOTION'. 


09 


of Bengal; it was not the present Finance Minister but his 
predecessor who was in office, I do not know if Mr. Sarker seeks 
to atone for’ bis past sin bv moving a resolution to-night, Ijet him 
.frankly tell us what attitude he and his (Jovernment took in the 
‘matter, and why was it that such an important matter was not brought 
before the House for the opinion of the representatives of the people 
before Government committed itself to any lourse whatever. Sir, this 
is a rather serious question involving m»t only the fortunes of the 
Province in the current year and the year> immeiliaiely following but 
the financial solvency of the Province for a pretty long time. It is 
rumoured that the Government of Bengal, particularly the Finance 
Secretarf, had practically acquiesced in the proposal for delinking the 
Railways and had requested the pr<‘servation of a modest amount of 
Rs. 3 (‘lores as the allocable l^rovimial surplus which w'ould satisfy 
the Government of Ihuigal. 1 demand an explanation in the name 
of the memhiTs of th(‘ H(»use and in the nam«‘ of the peojile of Bengal 
and I urge with all the em]ihasis that 1 can (‘ommand that thi‘ Govern- 
ment of Bengal may y(‘t make ample amends to atone for the sins of 
omission and commis.sicm that tlo'v have dom‘ in this conn»‘ction so far. 

I trust that m> motion will he ac«(q»ted witlmut anv o])position. 

Sir. 1 ma\ now he permitted to go over the resolutiims giv»*n notice 
of by our ('^teenle(l colleague Mr N. P. Sarker and the Hon‘ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy. I am glad that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
has S(‘en the mischiet that would he <Teated h\ the ri'solution that he 
propos(‘d to move and he has now withdrawn his intention to move it. 
But so far as the motion of Mr. Sark«‘r is concermnl, 1 have got one 
or two observations to make. I have no (juarnd witfi tin* position 
taken uj> by Mr. .Sarki'r. So tar as m\ motion goes, I have kept it 
delightfully vague. My proposal is for (Tovernment to take any 
measure and to have different kinds (»t opportunities to luiWr into 
negotiations either with the ( rovi^rnment of India or His Majesty's 
Government at Home or will] oilier ^uilahle authorities and through 
differenf machineries. But so tar us Mr, Sarker is conc.4'rned, h® 
conceives of only one method, nanody, the proeedure of presenting an 
address through His Exeellency the (r(»vernor to If is Majesty in 
Council. I would leave it to the House to decide whicli of the two 
courses is better. If the Hou-^e thinks that Mr. Sarker’s resolution 
would be more acceptable to the House in the interest of unity and 
in the interest of unanimity. I would most gladly withdraw my 
motion, but would like first of all to see in what respecta Mr. Sarker 
claims that his motion is an improvement on the motion tabled by my 
bumbleself. When I gave notice of my motion — it wa# on the 22nd 
February — I wanted to keep the thing pretty open and I wanted 
dnfiniteV to state that the excess profits tax muat also be included iu 
til® allocable income-tax. That I mentioned in my motion also. 1 
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hope that when Mr. Sarker will have his motion placed before the 
House, he will make it clear if he also concefves of a similar position 
of not permitting any interpretation to be put on income-tax so that 
the excess profits tax may be kept out of account in the allocation of 
provincial surplus for years to come. 

With these words, Sir, T commend my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. (Loud cheers from the Opposition Benches.) 

Motion of address to the Governor under rule 117 of the Bengal Legist 
lative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, T beg to move that this 
Assembly is of ojiinion that an humble address be presented to His 
Excellency the (bivernor tlirough the Hon*ble the Speaker for com- 
munication to His Majestv-in-Louncil iiraying that His Majesty-in- 
Council be gru(“iousl\ }d(‘used to revoke the recent amendment to the 
Government of India (Distribution of Kevcnues) Order, Uh'lb, and to 
restore the stdtus </n<t an ft’ for the fidlowing considerations and rea- 
sons : — 

(1) The ( i<>vcrnment of India Act, llhT». recognised the claim of 

the l*rovinces lo half the share of the distributable pool of income- 
tax; but, as tin* Hail\va>s Mere not making their propm* contribution to 
the (Vntral iL'venne, tlie Govermnent of India (Distribution of Reve- 
nues) Order. authorised the Oeiitral (jovernment to appriipriate to 

theinselves as much out of the piovincial share ot tlie income-tax as 
would together M'itb the railM'uy contribution and the Central share of 
the income-tax make up Rs. 18 crorcs a year. It Mas clearly contem- 
plated in this arrangement that un\ inmease in raihvay contribution to 
the (bmtrul Revenue Mould reb‘ase a <*orresponding amount from the 
provincial share of income-tax so long aj^propriated by the Centre to 
make up its deficiency. And it mus, indeed, declared that it M'ould 
give the province a sal\itary stake in the railMuy finances. AK'ording 
to this arrangement, the provinces have so long gone M'ithoiit the bulk 
of their share of income-tax ami their lo>s Mas the gain of the Centre 
who thus Merc able to make up the deficiency in the normal contribution 
from the railways. As soon us railway earnings shoMed a tendency to 
increase ami the provinces were looking forward to their share of the 
iniMime-tax being released from appropriation by the (Vntre, the Gov- 
ernment of India (Distribution of Revenues) Order, 193(i, has been 
changed to authorise the Central Government to appropriate for them- 
selves a fixed sum of as much as 4J crores of rupees a year out of the 
provincial share independently of any increase in railway eontrilfutidtia. 

(2) This ptovinoe, it may be recalled, was moat unlairlyi 
under the old Meeton Settlement. This settlement has had a TMrj 
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deleteriouB effect on tbe finances of the provinces. Compared to other 
provinces, this province ^onld do very little in the way of undertaking 
schemes of mass amelioration. On the other hand, fresh taxation and 
severe retrenchment ha<l to he resorted to. This retrenchment was of 
•an order which few of the other provinces even after the introduction of 
provincial autonomy has given effect t(». But in spite of these drastic 
measures, the provincial budget could n<»t he balanced without the aid 
of subventions from the Central Exche<juer. 

(3) The adoption (»f the Nienicver Award had in some measure 
restored financial justice to this pnn-ince. and it was looking forward 
to obtaining s«)me relict under this new settlement. The unsettlement 
of this Xward again after little over two years after its adoption will 
seriously affec't its finances. 

(4) This province has had two deH<it budgets in succession and has 
not been able to take up lor waul (»t funds comprehensive schemes in 
connection witn rtiral watcr-suppl\ . public health and education, wliich 
it is urgentlv necessur\ to carr.s througl) with a view to imj>rove the 
condition of the luasse.s. Tin* (lovernnient of India, on the i>ther hand, 
are comparativel\ more comfortald\ placed. The sources id revenue 
available to the provinces are inelastic while the sources available to 
the Central CTOvernmeut are elastic and have actually expanded during 
the >ear. 

(•*)) The permanency id the fiiiaiieial arrangements as between the 
provinces and the Centre is essential to foster the sense of responsibility 
and ensure the •>*ncceHs <d provincial autonomy. To disturb the arrange- 
ments on the first occasion which seemed to mark a turn in favour of 
tbe provinces, undermines the ioundation ol responsibility and is bound 
to nullify the effect of provincial autonomy . 

Sir, I first want to dispose of a few jKiints raised by Dr, Nalinaksha 
Sanyal. 

T am very sorry, Sir, that Dr. Sanyal has thought fit to criticise the 
Finance Secretary in connection with the Bengal Government’s opinion 
about the subject-matter of this resolution. It is not the opinion of 
the Secretary but the opinion of the Ministry. Secretaries’ opinions 
are often confidential and are not discussed. They are merely 
advisers to the Mini.sters who alone are responsible for the decdsionls. 
Dr. Sanyal has also brought me personally into the picture and has 
said that I gave notice of this motion in order to atone for my past 
sin. I cannot disclose things that hapfjened during my incuml)ency 
of office, but this mudh I can say to him that care or concern for 
Bengal's fi-naneial strength is not his monopoly alone. (liaughter.) 

congratulate my honourable friend, the present Finance 
Minister, for withdrawing his amendment of which he had giTcn 
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notice. I am sure, Sir, that by his action he (has done a grreat service 
to this province. Though we have begun tlMs resolution after dinner 
•till I would like to say w'hate^er I have got to say in a -serious mood 
and not in a light-hearted ^vay. 

Sir, through your kind courtesy I have already had a memorandum 
circulated explaining the technical aspect of the problem, namely, 
what tihe Otto Niemeyer Award is,, what changes have been introduced 
ll)y the recent amendment and what will be its effect on our finances 
generally. From the facts I have supplied in the memorandum it can 
be seen that, due to the recent ehanges, the province of Bengal alone 
will lose about 40 lakhs of rupees during* the current year and 86 lakhs 
of rupe<‘8 in the year 1040-41 and OtJ lakhs in the year 1941-42, that 
is the end of the first (juinquennium. In the next quinquennium the 
loss due to the present change will probably be over 2} crores; thus the 
total loss would he from now till the end of the 10th year about rupees 
4i crores for the province of Bengal alone. The fixed amount of 
Its. 4J crores per annum for the next three years starting from the 
current year is siiid to hnv4‘ betui decided upon on the basis of the 
average of the actual tigunvs for the last t'iirt'i* years, which we are 
told are in tlie neighbourhood ot 4}. crores But there is a snag in 
it, for what meets the eye is no\ tin* entin* loss. Because of the amount 
l)eing fixed at Ks. 4A crores f(»r the rest of tlie first quinquennium, 
the provinces, during tin* next (iuimjuennium, would Ix^ required to 
pay out of their share much more than they would normally have 
paid; and it is (juite possible that ii matters were allowed to take 
their normal ('ourse, the provincial share might never have had to be 
subjected to any deduction at all in the sei'ond quinquennium. S'o 
that the net amount of b>ss that we gel from the circumstances as now 
exist is albout 4} crores to Bengal alone if the change made in the 
Award is allowed to stand. But I dc^mI not here say anything more 
on the technical usptM-t of the pnddem. I will now devote myself to a 
critii^l examination of the rea.s(ms a^lduted by Sir Jeremy Raisman 
on Indmlf of the (Government of India in defence of the recent change 
mide in the Niemeyer ( )rder-in-C<mncil. 

Sir, the argument a«lvan(H‘d by Sir Jeremy Raisman on behalf of 
the (Government of India in support of the amendment was briefly 
this. The framers of the (\mstilution, he says, revealed great 
anxiety to tuvfeguard the tinaneiul stability of the Centre. As 
evidence of this Sir Jeremy mentions that tlie Constitution allowed 
the Ceutte a period of ten yeijrs, constituted of two j)eriod8 of 5 years 
each; within this ten-year period the Ontre was to adjust itself to the 
devolution of the revenue by wliich proviiu'es are ultimately to receive 
a full 50 per ('ent. of the income-tax, and further, that under section 
I88(^), the Government of India Act also provides that if an emergency 
should arise during the second (ptinquenuium the Governor-General 
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W9uld have diftcretionary power to arrest further devolution of income- 
tax for a period longer ikim ten years. That the framers of the 
Cohstitution as well as Sir Otto Niemeyer were genuinely anxious 
to safeguard tihe financial stability of tlie Centre is an admitted fact, 
on wftiich nobody would quarrel with Sir Jeremy. But the point on 
which one feels imdined to join issue with him is this: what they 
in their admitted anxiety for the financial stability of the Centre 
provided in the Niemeyer Award represents the highest or imiximum 
of safeguards in the interest of the Centre and tthere could be no 
justiti<ation for ovtT-steppiii^ even that highest limit. The Joint 
Parliamentary Committee ha<l recomim*nded that the share of the 
province^ should ht* not les-, than oO p«*r cent, and not im)re than 75 
per cent. I'he Niemc\er Awar*!. it will therefore he seen, put the 
provincial share at th<‘ minimum ol the scale recommended by tih© 
Joint Committee. 

Sir .leremv further hohls that the «lev(dution <jf the full amount, 
namely, '»() per cent, of tlie iiieome-tax. cannot take place till after 
thu expiry ot ten ycHirs from tlie date ot the inauguration of Provincial 
Autoiiomv H<‘ l'' "O (»li>e'^eil witli tile i<l»*a nt the ligldilN ot the 
ten-year period that hi> helieves. it would jippear from his slatementH, 
that if a situation were t<» an*'!* in which under the original Niemeyer 
Ordei-iii-Couiicil the province^ might have u chance of obtaining tiheir 
full shar(‘ before the expiratiun ot ten \ears, he would he justified in 
taking measures to correct the situation wdth a view’ to preventing tlio 
provinces fnjm getting the full **hare hefon* the ten->ear period. This 
is what he said in the Central Assembly : 

♦ 

“We are faced with a situation in whith it was by no means 
impossible that on the Niemeyer formula one-half of the divisible 
income-tax would fall to he (li^t^ihuted to the provinces from the 
third or fourth year of the ten-year jxciod and that the whole scheme 
which tbe framers of the (’onstitution had drawn up in order to enabl© 
the Centre to adjust itself to the devolution of inc’ome-tax was to b© 
swept away in tJhe course of a lew months. I claim Sir, that is a 
situation which on any reaHonuhle view' was hound to be corrected/' 

That is what Sir Jeremy said. But Sir Jeremy^s contention can 
hardly be accepted; for it is quite clear from Sir Otto Niemeyer’s Report 
that the period was fixed at ten years, not be< au!M* there was any 
inherent sanctity alxiut a ten-year period, but the period was made long 
enough to provide for uncertainty in regard to the progress of Central 
revfnues in future. In making the period long it was expected that 
within*this period, in any case, the Centre would he able to adjust itself 
. completely to the situation. Sir Otto Niemeyer definitely laid it dowA 
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4]utt his scheme was not governed by any rigid time or schedule, but 
by the happening of certain events. To quo4e his own words: — 

‘Tt will be preferable to base the amounts to be withheld not so 
much on specific but entirely conjectural dates, but on the realisation 
of certain concrete events. The power of the Central Goveinment to 
surrender a share of its revenues will, in fact, depend largely on the 
•extent to which it** main expansive revenue head, viz., income-tax, 
progresses and on the extent to w'hicli the Railways move towards attain- 
ing a surplus.” 

That an earlier devolution of the full amount of the provincial share 
ihad all along been contemplated by Sir Otto can very well be 
demonstrated by various other observations made by him in Ills Report. 
For example, in reference to super-tux in paragraph 31(7) he says: — 

“if the reinuiiiing surcharge weie maintuined, it will materially 
contribute to the early reccii)t by the provinces of additional 
resources.” 

Any doubt ot Sir Otto’s intentions will be laid completely at ies( by 
the following lecommendution he made in regard to the amount to be 
xetained uiulei' section tor the second nuinquennium. This 

:amount, he said, should he — 

“for a second period of 5 years, in the first \eai five-sixth of the 
sum, if any, retuiui*<i in the last year of the first period, etc.” 

The words “if any” conclusively <lemonstrate that Sii Otto Xiemeyer 
did not conceive a period of ten yeais as the irreduci))le iniuimnm which 
must ehi])se before the provinces could obtain tiicir full share of tlie 
income-tax. It will become clear to anyUidy who peruses Sir Otto’s 
Report that he considered, under the circumstances and conditions 
•obtaining at the time of liis investigations, a period of ten years a 
reasonable period at the end of which the provinces might he expected 
to obtain their full share oi the income-tax. But nowher^ does he 
suggest that if the conditions as suggested by ihe concrete facts to 
which he refers are fulfilled before the expiry of ten years, the provinces 
will apt even then receive the full ipiotu of their share at an earlier 
date. , 

I may also ion, Sir, that anxious as Sir Otto Xiemeyer was to 
-safeguard the financial stability of the Oeiitre, he was no less solicitous 
<»f the needs of the provinces. He himself writes in paragniph 2T of 
iiis Report that — 

‘‘having regard to the obvious future needs of the provinces and in 
order to maintain a reasonable adjustment of relative btiHlens 
between the various unito, it is clearly very ^ desirable that 
the maximum practicable distribution should* lie achieved,” 
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^ In support of the amendmeut, Sir Jeremy Raisman next addttcee 
the argument that Gimumfriances have now completely changed and in 
the emergency now created a change in the Niemeyer Award as has been 
effected was justified. To quote Sir Jeremy’s words: — 

“The circumstances have changed comphetely and claim that they 
have changed in a manner which Sir Otto Niemeyer could not have been 
expected to foresee.” I would like to submit, Sir, that this is not a 
fair statement of the situation hi whk*h Sir Otto Niemeyer submitted 
his report. He came here in and he must have known that in 

certain years in the past, e.g., in 19‘tO-.‘U and 19‘U-‘t2. the (Vntral 
budget revealed a deficit of ovci Its. 11 crores each year. In making 
his recorihnendatiuns therefore lie could not jHissibly have fuileil to 
take into account such contingencies in regard to the finances of the 
Centre. Further, the international situation was not very peaceful 
either. There were troubles in Abyssinia and Spain, (lerinany had 
remilitarised the Rhineland and War even then was not an unlikely 
possibility. Sir Otto Niemeyer mu,st have given serious thoughts to all 
these problems and possibilities before he formulated his recommenda- 
tioas. I cannot, therefore. Sir, agree with Sir Jeremy Raisman that 
the circunistunceH have now i hanged so radically as t4) completely vitiate 
the basis of tSir Otbi’s formula. On the contrary, it wtenis to me, 
Sir, that vSir Jeremy lias been unduly severe on the provinces. J may 
recall in this connection that during tlu‘ last war, the Oovernments of 
the T’nited Slates of Aineiica and some of llie Dominions like Australia, 
Ciiiiada and South Africa which had to shoulder the burden of a much 
beuvie! ilefencc t'Xpcnditurc than Sir .Icremy has or will luivc to, did 
not reduce the snV).sidies oi suhveiitions \\hich under their respective 
constitutions they are to the States or the provimes. In certain <*aseH, 
these were even increased. To submit the proviiice.s in India to fresh 
sacrifices \ihi(h they can ill afford to make on the plea of war 
emergency such as it is at present ujipears to me therefore as unjustified 
as it is ungraceful. 

Let ftie, Sir, examine for a moment what the Centre gains by this 
amendment of the Niemeyer Order in T’oiinidl. The ileduction for the 
current year of about Rs. 2 crores has already been maile. lu the next 
two years, over which the war it is at prescuit assumed will last, the 
C«entre will obtain another Rs. 9 crores. Now, Sir, are we to believe 
that the stability of the (’entral Finances will be s^rOTisly endatigered 
if the provinces were not mulcted of this R.s. 1 1 crores? The Ontral 
Budget does not reveal any such possibility. Further, if necessary, the 
Government of India should make every effort to retrench admlniaira- 
tive exsst us well as to tap fresh .sources of revenue. It is well-knowoi 
how all the provinces have drastically retrenched the coat of adminia- 
tratioB and are ceaselessly engaged in exploring fresh avenues of 
income. Almost every province has during the last two years enacted 
6 . 
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various measures of taxation, small provinces like Bihar, N. W. 
province and Sind not excepte^. Can we saiy the same of the Centre? 
I am afraid not. Salaries have probably been increased instead of being 
retrenched. Many of the avenues of taxation are elastic and it can- 
not be said that the Centre has tapped these fully yet. The full effect 
of many of its recent taxes again are not yet discernible. The Central 
Government have by no means been reduced to extreme straits. And 
there is always the scope of raising money in tlie last resort by means 
of loans. Before, Sir, the Central Government (^11 upon the provinces 
to make onerous sai^rifices and before they repudiate what may be 
regarded as a virtual contract made with the provinces under the 
Niemeyer Award, they must demonstrate that they have lef!» no stone 
unturned to iiu'et the situation with whicli they have been confronted. 
This they have not done. It may be pertinent to observe in this con- 
nection that these were the very conditions imposed on the Bengal 
Government, namely, retrenchment to the maximum possible extent and 
the imposition of fresh taxes — in order that they might claim the 
advantages granted to them under the Niemeyer Award, and these 
conditions the Bengal Government also actually fulfilled. I fail 
therefore to find any valid ground or justification for altering the 
Niemeyer Order-in-Council, the effect of which is to deprive the 
provinces of their legitimate dues. 

Another argument advanced by Sir Jeremy Raismun is that since 
the Central Government have to bear the burden of defence expendi- 
ture, and since income-tax receipts are expected to increase us a 
result of (Hinditions created by the war, it is but meet and proper that 
the provinces sliould not get their due share of this increased yield 
from income-tax. 

The argument, I am afraid, contains a basic fallacy. Where under 
a federal scheme of Government the resources as well as the functions of 
the Centre and the Provinces are marked and specified, the entire ex- 
penses for the functions of the Centre must be met out of its owli 
revenues ; to encroach upon the provincial share of revenues because the 
defence or any other expenditure of the Central Government hod 
increased was neither logical nor legitimate. Defence is a function of 
the Centre, and defence? does not mean peace-time defence only, but 
defence on all (Kcasions whether in peace or in war, and it must be a 
charge on the Central revenues entirely. The arguments that because 
it is the Centre which undertakes the war expenditure, any increased 
*AconiG arising out of the w’ar must also go to the Centre is hardly 
tenable ynder a federal seheme of Government. Logically pushed, this 
argument must land us in extremely incongruous situations. For 
example, if a Pnivincial Government were to give a push to indtfbtry, 
this would probably be reflected in the fiscal sphere in an increase in 
income-tax receipts and possibly a rise in certain itema of customs 
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revenue; or o^in, if a province launched upon a vipt»rou8 road develop- 
ment policy, railway eamiufrs were likely to increaw*. Would it be 
log’ical for the Provincial Government in Huoh cinminsta-nceH — and 
.would they he heard if they made a claim f(»r a share of this increased 
income-tax receipts or railway earniii^js on the ^^ruiind that they had to 
spend more for industry or on roods? 

Further, how can one prove that the improvement in income-tax 
is due entirely to the war situation? Such increased revenue from 
income-tax was to he e\|)ectetl as was admitted, hy Sir James Oripjj, 
in his Bmljret speech of as a result of the amend tnent of thei 

Income-t6x Act and the introduction of the slab system, nnd this 
increase should not h»* attributed to war conditions. Kvtui before the 
war, businefifi conditions had improved, profits had incresed and were 
increasing* with the rc>\ilt that the tax-yield therefrom was also grow- 
ing. Such normal increase should not be attributed to war conditions. 

Moreover, those sour(*es <»f income-tax which come into the provin- 
cial pool, for example, salaries, income from investments and from 
real properties, etc., would not, in the main, receive a fillip due to 
the war, in some cases they are rather likely to suffer a decline. It is 
only the income from business whirh may be expected to show an 
increase as a result of the war. But even here the largest slice of the 
tax on business incomes — namely the income from business conducted 
by companies— would be receivable tn toio by tlie Centre. It follows, 
therefore, that onlv a very small portion of the actual increased yield 
from inc(»ine-tax as a result of war conditions can fall to he distributed 
to the provinces. Even in this restricted sphere, fifty per cent, of the 
increased yield, if any, would, in the normal course, go to the Centre 
in an-y <a*<c. If for such a small thing as this tlie very basis of the 
financial arrangements with the provinces is subjected to an alteration, 
could that inspire the confidence of the provinces? 

• 

It can also .serve only to create serious misapprehensions among 
the provinces whe»i they find that only hv a stroke <»f the pen the Centre 
can change the Nieraeyer Award which was the result such careful 
investigation, elaborate consultations and meticulous sifting and weigh- 
ing of fact.s. It may be that technically the province we r» consulted 
about the amendment, but I do maintain that the decision of the Central 
Government in this matter, which so profoundly affects the provincial 
governments, is to all intemts and pur|)o»eR e.r parte. In the majority 
of the provinces the popular ministries have given up office; and the 
administration is in the charge of the Services. To choose a time when 
the full voice of the popular representatives of the country could not 
be beai^ is, to put it mildly, exploiting the misfortune of the province* 
‘for the benefit of the Centre. 
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On a careful examination of Sir Jeremy’s arguments in support t»f 
the recent alteration of the Nienaeyer formula what emerges as crystal 
clear is tliis; that Sir Jeremy was more concerned with depriving 
the provinces of their legitimate dues than with the exigencies of war 
finance such as they are up till now. As both income-tax receipts and 
the railway contribution to general revenues began to show distinct 
signs of improvement with the result that it became evident that the 
conditions laid down by Sir Otto Niemeyer would soon be fulfilled and 
the provinces would then receive the full quota of their share of the 
divisible income-tax pool, the Government of India, it appears, lost 
no time in instituting measures to deprive the provinces of this benefit. 

I am sorry to have to say that for .some time past, the Centra has been 
evincing a tendency to curb the Provinces, particularly in financial 
sphere. Its attitude in connection with the Central Provinces Petrol 
Sales Tax and the limitation of the Employment and Professional Tax 
are examples of this tendency. The recent amendment of the Niemeyer 
Order-in-('ouncil is yet anotlier gluriiig e.xample of the same attitude 
of mind on the part of the (lovernment of India. In the face of all 
these, we yet delude ourselve.s into believing that real Autonomy has 
come t(> the Provinces and we yet hope that on the basis of the Govern- 
ment of India Act of UhS5, we shall obtain Dominion Status of the 
Statute of Westminister variety! 

Sir, with these words, i commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the Hou.se. 

One fact I forgot to mention. Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal a.sked me 
why T put the ivsolution in the form in which 1 have move<l it. My 
reason, Sir, is this that section 142 of the Government of India Act, 
19^5, gives indications as to ln»w a <’hange in an Order-in-Council is to 
be attem(»ted. That is why I have moved for ])re8entation of an audreaa 
to His Exi’ellency through you. Sir. I hope the motion I have moved 
will be unanimously accepted b> the House. For obvious reasons I 
have made it a little lengthy, which is not usual in regard to the word- 
ings of a motion. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, may I move my 
amendment P 

Mr. 8REAKER: I am doubtful wlvether your amendment is in 
order. I understand the spirit wliich is l)ehind your amendment. 
Teohnically speaking, section 138 of the Government of India Act does 
not rec'ogni.se a fixed percentage but a prescribed |>ercentage. * 

However, your amendment is incomplete for the reason that the 
main intention of Mr, Barker is to say that this Government or the 
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Plt)viii06t liave a right un^er the Government of India Act read with the 
Order-in-Council to a share of 50 per rent. You merely say “a 
percentage” without showing it. 

These are the difHculties with your amendment. I think) 
Mr. Sarker’s motion is much better be<ause by some interpretation it 
can be interpreted as coming under the Government of India Act read 
with the Order-in-Council. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir^ I think it would be much 
better if Mr. Sarker’s resolution is amended by adding the worda 
”read ^th the Order-in-rouinil” after the words “Government of 
India Act, 1935”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 was al.Ho going to suggest that. 

Mr. NALINf RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, 1 do not exa<‘tly follow 
where the new expres.sion is propose<l !<► be pul in. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In the se( <uHl paragraph, about the Sth line from 
the beginning. 

In any case, Mr. Miles, you nia> speak now. 

Mr. C. W. MILE8: Mr. Speaker, Sir. before discussing ilic merits 
and demerits of the revision of the Award, 1 would like say that we 
of this (irnu]) are in entire syin]>athv with the Government in their 
endeavours tf> have a fair divi.siou of the rnc(»iiie-'rax receipts between 
the Centre and the Province.s, and we have eudeavourt-d to form our 
viewJi impartially hearing in mind the jiriiiciples on which the Award 
was made and present day conditions. 

The ultimate aim of the Niemeyer Award. Sir, was to effect in 10 
years aiT equal division of Income-Tux helween the Centre and the 
Provinces. 

In order to protect Central finances in the transitory jieriod, it wai 
arranged thkt for the first five years, the Centre sliould receive Es. 13 
ciorea minimum comprising half Income-Tax receipts, the Railway 
oontribution.s and the balance from the Provincial half of Income-Tax. 
After the first 6ve years, the Provincial share would be gradually 
increased until at the end of 10 years, a fifty fifty basis was established. 
This was, of course, planned on a peace time basis and now an alter- 
ation has been effected for the years 1939-40, 1940-41 and 1941-42. 
We are convinced that some revi.sion i.s now imperative and that the 
Central finances must he protected, otherwise the whole financial 
‘ atrueture of India including the Provinces is^ jeopardised. In^ other 
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words, we are strongly of opinion that the Centre should not be 
emharrasHed in their war effort ^d that any revision should be subject 
to the war needs of India as a whole. 

The amendment has the effect of removing Eailway contributions 
from the calculations, with which we agree — as the Railway policy is 
to build up its sadly depleted reserves in a time of prosperity. 

We then come to the retention of Rs. 4*50 crores by the Centre out 
of the Provincial half share of Income-Tax receipts. 

We have heard from Mr. Sarker that comparing the two bases, in 
1939-40, the Provinces would have received Rs. 4 37 crores, instead of 
that, they will receive Rs. 238 crores. Again, in 1940-41, tliby would 
have received Rs. 7 '30 crores, instead of that, they are due to receive pro- 
bably Us. 3 crores. It must, however, be noticed that the Provincial 
share for 1939-40 amounting to Rs. 2*38 crores is an increase of Rs. 60 
lakhs on the Rudget estimate for 1939-40 and the estimated Provincial 
share for 1940-41 of Rs. 3 crores is an increase of Rs. 62 lakhs on the 
figure for 1939-40. It is not true, therefore, to say that the Provinces 
will receive under the new arrangement no share in the increased 
revenues. It will l>e seen that as far as 1939-40 is concerned, the 
Provinces do not get roughly Rs. 2 crores — they do not lose but they 
do not get it — which is severe enough, but for 1940-41, the figure 
amounts to Us. 4 30 crores which must be a disappointment — a bitter 
disappointment. The largely enhanced figure, how'ever, is mainly due 
to the greater Railway contributions, which are Rs. 3(>1 crores in 
1939-40 and Rs, 3 -30 crores in 1940-41. 

We feel. Sir, that in the present circumstances, the Centre is entitled 
to and require.s a large proportion of increased receipts accruing from 
War conditions and as has been previously mentioned, W'e have no 
objection to the ( entre retaining the Railway contributions. Income- 
Tax receipts, however, are entirely on a different footing. These are 
estimated at Rs. 13 76 crores in 1939-40 and Rs. 15 crores iq 194041. 
Inasmuch as the Excess Profits Tax is a prior charge before Income- 
Tax, it may l>e said that any increase in Income-Tax receipts is a normal 
increase, but wo feel that this may not be entirely true. Certainly the 
iucreas<* for 1939-40, which is based on the year 1938, so far as trade 
is concerned, cannot be considered as entirely due to War conditions. 
(The Hon’ble Mr. H, S. Suhraw ardy : None at all.) We consider 
in these circumstances that the distribution between the Centre and the 
Provinces by the retention of Rs. 4:50 crores is inei]uitable, and that 
the Provinces can rightly claim a greater share of the Income-Tax 
receipts. We fully recognise that anything taken from the Centre 
has probably to be made up by increased taxation; equally we know 
that we have been threatened with increased taxation in Bengal owing 
to a dleficit Budget. Nevertheless, we feel that the Centre have driven 
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a Hard bargain and in addition have been extremely conservative in theif 
1939-40 Revised Estimates and their 1940-41 Budget. In these oir» 
cumstancevS, we consider that the Provinces are entitled to benefit from 
any normal increase in Income-Tax receipts when eircumstances permit, 
and therefore, there may be a case for some modification in the revision 
of the Award. Whatever modification is obtained, we feel, should 
remain for three years. This suggestion is made having regard to the 
current income-tax receipts which for the years 1938-39 to 1940-41 show 
a steady increase. They .start in 1938-39 with 13 crores 10 lakhs actual; 
in 1939-40 with a revised estimate of 13 crores 70 lakhs and in 1940-41 
with an estimate of lo crores. T may say, Sir, that 1938-39 actuals 
were considerably in excess of the revised estimate and we hope that 
this will be the case in l!)39-40. We agree with Mr. Sarker that there 
is a case for more favourable treatment f(»r the Provinces, but we submit 
that the st^ifus quo is impracticable. If we cannot go to the limit ol 
his amendment, we can at least join in an effort to (]btain a revision. 
But 1 must again on behalf of tliis (Iroup stress that the (entre’s war 
requirements are in our opinion of paramount importance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Do you support my motion, IhenP 

Mr. C. W. MILE8: No. (Laughter.) 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am 
afraid I am at a disadvantage inasmuch us I have not a prepared Hjieech 
before me to deliver before this House. Sir, wlien 1 tabled my amend- 
ment, it was w;ith a view to the discussion within practical limits, 

so that in the consideration of this very complex and extremely imiwrt- 
ant problem w'e should take note of the practicalities of the 
situation and frame our resolution in accordance with what we 
may hope to lubieve. Sir, 1 have considerable sympathy with both 
the motions — that of Dr. Saiiyal as well as of Mr. Sarker — and I will 
supjKjrt tTie spirit vmderlying both. There are certain defixjts in both 
of them which it will be my most unplea.sant duty to point to the House. 
Perhaps Sir, Dr. Sanyar.s motion gives ni(»re latitude for interjiretation, 
but in its turn it is so vague that it leads us nowhere in particular. 
Mr. Sarker’s motion is so definite that if there is any other way out of 
the present impoise it leaves no room to us to explore thaf^avenue. Sir, 
I leave these two honourable gentlemen to fight it out amongst them- 
selves as to who should give way before the other. For myself, Sir, 
•I support the spirit underlying iKjth the motions (Iiaughtej) and will 
forward the speeches and the deliete to proper quarters for (x)nsidera- 
tion.* 

Sir,*a view has been expressed that it is advisable to place your 
ease high, so that there may be room for bargaming. I do not Hgree 
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with that view, Sir. No responsible Govenvuent ought to adopt that 
attitude. We ought to look atdhings from a practical point of view 
and if we are certain that the situation has changed to such m extent 
that we (jannot be put back to the position which existed before the 
Order-in-Council was amended, it is no use asking that we should 
forget what has taken place and revoke the present Order-in-Council 
and adopt the Niemeyer Award. 


Sir, 1 am glad to realise that Mr. Sarker has realised that there is 
a war on. There was no indication of ihat in the resolution which he 
tabled before the House. Sir, his resolution is of very great impor- 
tance. It points out certain very salient facts. The fa<*t that this 
proviiK^e has been dealt with in a most niggardly manner by the 
Meston Award, that it has not been able to develop its beneficent acti- 
vities, that it has gone in for retrenchment far in excess of any under- 
taken by any other j)rovince, tliat we have burdened ourselves with 
taxation in order to meet our deficit, these are pointed out most ably 
in the resolution and. Sir, it is time that when amendments of Order- 
in-Oouncil are considered the manner in which Bengal has been finan- 
cially treuled before and even at the pre.sent nuunent .should not l)e 
lost sight of. But I fail to find, Sir, ai>y appreciation in that resolu- 
tion of the fact that the amended award has already brought about ar 
alteration in financial adjustments. Almost coincident with th< 
amemlnuMit of the Order-in-(’ouncil the Railway Member in the Uailwaj 
Budget has announced the im[K)sition of further charges and taxafioi 
in resi>ect of freight and of imssenger traffic*. It is clear, Sir, that th( 
Centre wcnihl never havt- placed this furtlier surcharge if it was no 
confident that it would get the henefil of it. It wouhl not inerease th< 
railway (‘arniiigs if the Wnefit of those railway earnings were to 
almost wholly to the provinces. We are therefore, Sir, faced witi 
the iwsition that the railway earnings have l>eeii increased by a speciei 
of taxation from the Centre which have been im|K)sed thereon for th< 
benefit of the (Vntre and it would 1 h» ex|)eeting t(K) much of humaj 
nature and far too much of the nature of Governments to expect then 
to reverse the pjesent Order-in-Council and to put hack the situatioi 
as it was before with the benefit of the increa.sed railway taxatioi 
accruing to tlm provinces. Sir, I beg entirely to agree with the vie? 
point whi<*h has been taken by Mr. Sarker when he challenges th( 
arguments and the statements of Sir Jeremy Raismau. It is clear 
Sir, from the report of the spee<*h of the Hon'ble the Finance Menibe 
of the Government of India that he seemed to be greatly roncerne<l at th^ 
increased revenue or contribution which would l>e jiaid to the pri\vin- 
cial governments. I wish. Sir. that he had been more s.vmpathetM 
towards provincial governments in his attitude. T do hope. Sir, thal 
the leid which Bengal is giving on this question will he taken up hj 
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tile other provinces and th&t with a concerted voice we shall press for 
a reversal of. the present Order-in-Council so that fair and equitable 
justice may be meted out to the provinces. 

• It will be noticed by the honourable members^ as has been pointed 
out by Mr. N. R. Sarker and Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, that the* 
present Order-in-Coiincil proposes to take away from the provincial 
share of the divisible pool or rather from half the divisible pool Rs. 4-5 
crores for a period of three years. I have l)een attempting, Sir, to 
find out how this figure of 4*5 crores has been arrive<l at. Sir Jeremy 
Raisman has supplied the answer. He states that this is approxi- 
mately vtiiat the Centre could retain according to the budget estimates 
for the current year. 1 regret to have to say that arguments of this 
nature are wholly fallacious and might never to have been advanced by 
the Hon ’hie the Finance Member of the Government of India. From 
the scanty reports of the utterances of the Secretary of State it would 
appear that the Secretary of State was under the lielief that the new 
amended Order-in-Council was giving to the provinces a larger share, 
a larger income than they would have been entitled to under the 
unamended Order-in-(’ouncil, or at least that the provinces were getting 
a larger amount than what they would have lieen entitled to under the 
first projiosals of the Government of India. Sir, I feel that the Secre- 
tary of State has been misled. 1 cannot possihly believe that it was 
his purpose to mulct tlie Ci(»vincial Governments so mercilessly with- 
out any rhyme or reason. Tlie old Ordcr-in-Council is being amended 
ti* the detriment of the provinces; the Railway earnings are being 
taken away for ever when they show' a sign of increase. And what 
are we going to get in return f We do not get esen that contribution' 
which should have come to us. If the money that was to \n* given to 
us under the Order-in-t'ouncil had beiui given to us, we could have done 
something. The figures, Sir, w’hich induced or rather misleil the Secre- 
tary of State to retain 4A crores frtun the divisible pool are Imsed, as I 
have just pointed out, on the budget figures of the previous year. Why 
should, Sir, the budget figures have lieen taken as a criterion, when in 
February’ or when the Gnler-in-(V>uncil was amende<l, the revis^ figures 
were before the Government ^ They knew’ what the income for nine 
months was previous to making up their minds as to what should lie 
retained by the Centre. Again, Sir, it is known from the previous 
budgets of the Government tif India that the budget estifiiate of income- 
tax is notoriously lower than the actuals, as has l>een pointed out by 
Mr. Miles. 

Sir. the budget figures show, as follows: the divisible pool, 
Rs^ 12‘65 i rores and the Railways 2*1*1 crores — this makes a total of 
14 *78 /jrores ; deduct from that Rs. 13 crores under the Order-in- 
Council, which must go to the Centre, and that leaves l'78,cror«h 
av^abie for the provinces. 
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Now, Sir, half of the income-tax is 6-32 ^ores; deduct from that 
178 croreH. The amount retained by the Centre by this calculation 
ii 4 *,6 crores. It is this figure, 4*5 crores, which has been accepted 
by the Secretary of State as the standard, 

I hope I am clearer in my exposition than the mathematical formula 
which has been placed before the House by Dr. Sanyal. 

Sir, the revised figures in the possession of the Government of India 
at the time when the Order-in-Council was being amended, are as fol- 
lows : Divisible pool — income-tax, 13 76 crores, Railways 3*61 crores: 
— the total 17'37 crores; deduct from that 13 crores that leaves a 
balance of 4-37 crores. Now, Sir, half of the divisible pool is Rs. 6 *.88 
crores. From that deduct the Provincial contribution which is 
4*37 crores; that leaves only 2*51 crores to be kept by the Centre. Sir, 
on no account could the ( Centre have retained more than 2*51 crores 
under any Order-in-Oouncil. And it is deplorable, Sir, that the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member of the Government of India should have 
based the retention by the Centre on notoriously incx)rrect budget figures 
and should have induced the Secretary of State to accept them. (Ones 
of ‘‘Hear, hear” from the Congress Benches). Sir, as has been further 
pointed out by Mr. Miles, in nil probability even the revised estimate 
of income-tax, namely, 137(> crores will l>e less than the actuals: and 
I think, Sir, that it would have been fairer to the Provinces if the 
amount to be retuintMl by the Centre had been based on actuals. That 
Sir, in all probability would leave only 2 crores for the Centre, and 
starting from that we could have proceeded to increase the Provincial 
contribution annually by deducting, say, 7/8 of 2 crores annually. 

Now, Sir, fi suggestion was thrown out that the Provincial Govern- 
ment, viz., the Bengal Government accepted the proposals of the Gov- 
ernment ot India. (Rai Haukndra Nath CH.uiDnria : It is definitely 
stated by liord Zetland.! Sir, the statement sent out from England, 
puriM)rted to have been made by the Set retary of State, came t<^u8 as a 
surprise ^Oies of “Hear, hear” from the Congress Benches), and I am 
Buthorisad to say, Sir, that His Excellency the Governor wired back 
to ascertain how that ^statement came to be made. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Congress Benches.) 1 am further authorised to state, Sir, 
that the Secretary of State has stated that he was not referring to the 
Bengal Government. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sany.\l: What was Bengal 
Government’s opinion, please?! That remains confidential. On the 
other hand, the constructive suggestions sent up by the Bengal Govern- 
ment were appreciated by him to the extent that he was able to modify 
the original proposals of the Government of India for the Wnefit of the 
Provincial Government. 

It is clear however from the speech which I have made that we 
ore not at all satisfied even with the modification that has been made 
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by the Secretary of State^ and we shall certainly join with all the 
members of this House in pressing for a modihcation of the amended 
Order-in-Council. Sir, I base my claim — and I think all of us woudd 
be justified in basing our claim — not merely on the financial stringency 
of this province. We are badly oft — lhal is our misfortune — but mere 
financial stringency of this province will not get for us the w-opera- 
tion of other provinces which are better off, particularly of that pro- 
vince or those provinces which will get the benefit of an increase in 
the defence budget of the Govern inent of India. I laise my claim for 
a revision on justice and f airplay and there is no justification, I 
maintain, for taking aw'ay a larger share from the provinces by Im 
Order-in-t'ouncil than would have heetii taken away, had the award 
remained in cxi.^tciHc. 1 ask the honouruhlc members of this House 
to consider that tlie income tax is based on figures, which 

cannot possibly be held to have l>een affected by war conditions. I do 
n^t admit that the provinces are not entitled to the increase in the 
income-tax or in the income of the railways due to war. I do not give 
up my claim to that, but even if the Secretarv of State is impressed 
by 'the arguments of the Government of India that inasmuch as the 
Government of India have to hmr the war expenditure, they should 
also get the benefit of the war income even then I say what justifica- 
tion is there for their not giving to the provinces the full credit of 
income tax which is ba.sed on the pre-war figures, namely, for 
Wbat justification is there for not giving to the provinces from the 
fVntre the benefit of the railway income when it is only rec^ently that 
the war has overtaken us and when it has been admitted by the Railway 
Member that the diminution in the railway iiKMimo for some time jiast 
was due to he.sitancy in the transit of goods due to fear of war?' So 
Jhat, Sir, when war has come and goods are in transit this merely 
h^ing^ to tin* railwa\ cxcht'ijucr that treight which would have ac«TUed 
to the benefit of the (’entre and the provinces, had there Ixwn no war at 
all. I submit, Sir, that the actuals must l>e taken into consideration, 
and und|g those comlitions. Sir, I believe, — no, there is no (jiiehtioij 
of Wlieving — 1 am quit** l ertuin — that some measure of justice 
wauld be meted out to the provinces. I, on l)ehalf of the Government 
of Bengal, beg once more to voice ray entire sympathy with both the 
motions that have been moved. 

(Mr. Nalini Raujan Sarker rose.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I s it necessary, Mr. Sarker, for you to exercise 
• your right of reply? If you do so, 1 hope you will be vei;>' short. 

br.^NALINAKSHA SANYAt: Sir, if Mr. Sarker has a right of 
reply I have an equal right of reply. If the right of reply is to be 
given to anybody that right must be given to jne in the first instance. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS If, Mr. Sarker, you riseito reply then the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister may have' to reply to your points again. But 
in any case I hope you will be very brief. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Sir, I hope that in this House 
there is no difference between an ex-Finance Minister, the present 
Finance Minister and myself, only a member of this House. So, 
Sir, I do not see why I too should not be given the right to reply. 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right Dr. Sanyal, we will see how things 
fthape. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, my honourable friend 
the present Finance Minister, has obliged us by giving his blessings 
to both the resolutions, but from the speech that I have heard from 
him it appears that he wanted to satisfy not only the two of us but 
also the demands of Mr. Miles, the representative of the European 
Commercial Community. So, Sir, I congratulate my honourable 
friend that, wliereas from my own experiem'e I found that it is so 
difficult for a Finance Minister to satisfy the demands of even one 
man, ,h(‘ has learnt S() much within this short period as to be able to 
satisfy the <lemands of even three. 

Dr. Sanyal wants n(»t only to return to the satus quo but he also 
wants to get a share of the excess profits tax. But, Sir, I only wiuited 
the xUttus quo ant4>. My friend Mr. Miles, however, has asked that 
tiome justice should be done to the (\‘ntre us it is overburdened with 
war ex|>t*nditure. And the Finance Minister. Sir, has found it 
jKiHsible to show his symimthy to all the thive viewpoints. has 

said that my proposal is impra<tieahle, and he has also said that it 
is useless to Uirgaiii. If return to status quo be di.smissed as imprao 
tieable, how my friend Mr. Suhrawardy, as a politician, stand 
for complete independence though he knows that it is not an imme- 
diately practicable proposition K So fur as Railway Revenue is 
concerned, Mr. Suhrawardy says that any increase due to war condi- 
tions must be retained by the (Vntre. Sir, all increase in Railway 
eaxnings goes as a matter of fact to the Central Budget. Provinces 
do not directly obtain any share of an increase in the Railway 
earnings. But the provinces are linked with the railways, because 
Sir Otto Niemeyer wanted that provinces alsti should take iuterest in 
the improvement of Railway earnings. I am quoting here his exact 
words on this point. “It is in my view very desirable to give both 
the Central (lovernmeut and the provinces an interest in securing theae 
results and a share in ihese advantages if and as soon as that c«n be 
achieved”. The railway was linked with the distribution of income-fax 
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because Sir Otto Niemeyer wanted that the provinces must have some 
interest in the railways so that by their activities they do not prove 
hostile to the- railway finances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would like to 
sdd a few words only by way of reply to one or two ]x>ints raised by 
Mr. Miles. Mr. Miles has sympathy for everybody — for the British 
Government in the first instance, for the Central Government thereafter 
and he has also gome little sympathy left for the province, but unfor- 
tunately for me I could not find that he had any symjiathy either in 
his thought or in any corner of his heart, for my humble self, or for 
the motien that I have moved. Mr. Miles feels that when the Otto 
Niemeyer Award was given and the Order-in-(^ouncil of 1936 was pro- 
mulgated the framers of the Award and Sir Otto in i>articular never 
contemplate<l a war situation. 

That would, 1 humbly submit, not be giving proper dues to the 
intelligenee and a<’umen of an eminent economist like Sir Otto 
Niemeyer wh<» could not certainly think merely of peace conditions 
when he was settling a division (ir distrilnition of revynues for the wli<»b‘ 
country for all time to come. In section 138 — the section which is 
now under discussion so much — there is a specific mention of a possi- 
bility of the Federal (iovcrninciit rc<juiniig sonic additional income for 
certain extraneous purposes and a provision has been made for raising 
additional income from income-tax revenue by the process of the levy of 
a surcharge. It has also been laid down in another section that ov(‘r and 
above railway rates the Central Government could levy sun*>hurges by 
an additional duty on movement f)f goods, ami all these surcharges were 
to go entirely to the Federation. If the Federal Government say that 
they are in difficulties they are free to levy any of these surcharges to 
improve their finances. I do not know why the Government of India 
instead of taking recourse to such methods which have lieen jirovided 
under the law- should mulct the province to imj>rove their own financ4Mi. 
There h#ve l>een two rnoti(»ns liefore the House and our members must 
have lM*en at their wiC‘4 end to find out which motion would lie left 
ultimately for the House to adopt. The Government spokesman has 
left the Parties to fight their own rase. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He accepts l)oth. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: And at the some time he has left 
us to decide as between ourselves which motion should l>e left. We 
on the Congress side have always Wen in these* matters liberal. I have 
abiolutely no objection to withdraw my motion in favour of Mr. Nalini 
Banjan Worker, particularly in the interest of unanimity of opinion 
of this House, and I do hope that the House with one voice will plac^ 



78 MOTION OF ABDSESSj ‘ [13th Ma»., 

on record their protest against the modification and will accord their 
unanimous support to the motion of Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksba Sanyal that this Assembly is of 
opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps to 
represent to the proper authorities that any modification of the Govern- 
ment of India (Distribution of Revenues) Order in Council, 1936, as 
per section 138 of the Government of India Act, 1935, should ensure 
allocation to the Province of Bengal of her due share in any tax on 
income, other than agricultural income, including Excess Profits Tax, 
particularly in view of the state of ihe finances of this Province, was 
then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The House then agreed to add the words “read with the Order-in- 
Oouncil, 1936” after the word 1935 in the eighth line. 

The motion of Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker that this Assembly is of 
opinion that an humble address W presented to His Excellency the 
Governor through the Hon ’hie the Speaker for communication to His 
Majesty-in-Council praying that His Majesty-in>Council he graciously 
pleased to revoke the recent amendment to the Government of India 
(Distribution of Revenues) Gnler, 1936, and to restore the status quo 
ante for the following considerations and reasons: — 

(1) The Government of India Act, 1935, read with the Order-in- 
Council recognised the claim of the Provinces to half the share of the 
distributable pool of income-tax; but, as the Railways were not making 
their proper contribution to the Central Revenue, the Government of 
India (Distribution of Revenues) Order, 1936, authorised the Central 
Government to appropriate to themselves as much out of the provincial 
share of the income-tax a.s would together with the railway contribution 
and the central share of the income-tax make up Rs. 13 crores a year. 
It was clearly contemi>lated in this arrangement that any increase in 
railway contribution to the (Vutrul Revenue would release a corres- 
ponding amount from the jirovincial .share of income-tax so long 
appropriated by the Centre to make up its deficiency. An^ it was. 
indeed, declared that it would give the province a salutiiry stake in the 
railway finances. According to this arrangement, the provinces have 
so long gone without the bulk of their share of income-tax and their 
loss was the gain of the Centre w’ho thus were able to make up the 
deficiency in the normal contribution from the railways. As soon as 
railway earnings showed a tendency to increase and the provinces weie 
looking forward to their share of the income-tax being released from 
annronriation by the Centre, the Government of India (l>istribution of 
Revenues) (*)rder, 1936, has been changed to authorise the Central 
Government to appropriate for thiemselves a fixed sum of as much as 
4J crores of rupees a year out of the provincial share independently of 
any increase in railway contributions. 



1940.] 


HOnON OF ADDRESS. 7» 

• 

, (2) This province, it may be recalled, was most unfairly treated 
under the old Meston Settlement. This settlement has had a very 
deleterious effect on the finances of the provinces. Compared to other 
provinces, this province could do very little in the way of undertaking 
schemes of mass amelioration. On the other hand, fresh taxation and 
severe retrenchment had to be resorted to. This retrenchment was of 
an order which few of the other provinces even after the introduction of 
provincial autonomy has given effect to. But in spite of these drastic 
measures, the provincial budget could not Iw balaiu'ed without the aid 
of subventions from the Central Exchequer, 

(♦3) The adoption of the Niemeyer Award had in some measure 
restored ^nancial justice to this province, and it was looking forward 
to obtaining some relief under this new settlement. The unsettlement 
of this Award again after littb' over two years after its adoption will 
seriously affect its finances. 

(4) This province has had two defi<‘it budgets in succession and has 
not been able to take up for want of funds comprehensive schemes in 
connection with rural water-supply, public health and education, which 
it 18 urgently necessary to carr>' through with a view to improve the 
eonditi(»n of the masses. The (b»vernment of India, on the other hand, 
are comparatively more comfortably placed. The sources of revenue 
available to the proviiu'es are inelastic while the sources available to 
the Central Government are elastic and have actually expanded during 
the year. 

(5) The permanency oi the financial arrangements ns between the 
provinces and the ('eiitre is essential to foster the sense of resiumsihility 
and ensure the success of provincial autonomy. To disturb the arrange- 
ments on the first occasion which seemed to mark a turn in favour of 
the provinces, undermines the foundation of resjMinsihility and is bound 
to nullify the effect of provincial autonomy. 

was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tt is now for me as Speaker U> take the necessary 
steps for the presentation of the address to the proper quarters. 

Adioummifit 

It being 11-10 p.m. — 

The House waa adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 14Ui 
March, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
4he 14th March, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M, Azizul Haqve, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 21 G members. 


Outrage on the Marquis of Zetland, Secretary of State for India. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Ladies and icentleinen, 1 am sure, you must have 
learnt with protound regret about the dastardly outrages that were 
perpetrated at Caxton Hall last night almost at the same time when 
we were making an api^eal to the Secretary ot State for India on behalf 
of Bengal. 

Lord Zetland was the Uovernor oi this province, and is, at present, 
the Secretary of State for India; but apart from this fact, his sympathy 
for the Indian aspirations and his depth of knowledge of India and 
Indian culture are facts which have endeared him to everybody and it is 
a matter of great relief to us that by the merc.\ of the Providence he 
has been saved from a calamity which would have shocked the whole 
Empire. 

The death of Sir Michael O’Dwvt-r has profoundly shocked us. He 
has been the victim of a dastardly outrage. I am sure, {he House 
will agree with me that it is a matter of great relief to us that Lord 
Lumiugtou and Sir Louis Dane have also had providential escapes. 

I am sure, ladies and gentlemen, it is the wish of you all that 
messages on behalf of this House expressing our condolence to the 
bereaved family, and congratulations to those who have escaped, be 
sent, and, I hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will rise in your seats as 
a mark of your assent to this. 

(The members ruse in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 
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SWRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anowan were gnren) 

Protection of rights of flshtnnen. 

*221. Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Ib the Honble 

J^ioister in charge of the Revenue Dej>ariment aware — 

(?) that in this Province there i> a section of people who are 
generally known as fishermen ; and 
(it) rhat there exista a feeling amongst them in the alwence of any 
provision in the law for the protection of their fishery 
right ; 

{b) If so, what steps do the Government propose to take in the 
matter? 

* Ml HI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (/n Yes. 

(h) A Sy»ecial Gfticei was apiK>inte<l to enquire into the different 
problems relating to the fisheries in the Province, ilis rejwrt is now 
being examined bv G(»vernment. 

Mr. MADHU8U0AN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble MiniHler be 
pleased to state how long will Oovernnient lake to examine the report? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BldOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It is very difficult 
to ferecast what time will be actually necessary. The report is a 
voluminous one and contains a lot of stuff which requires verv careful 
and detailed examination. 

• 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: AVill the Hon ble Minister be idetised to slate 
when the report was submitted? 

The Hen’bit 8ir BMOY PRA8A0 8INCH ROY: December, 1939. 

Mr. SHAHEOALI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that yesterday 
when a cut motion was discussed on this subject from this side of the 
House, the Hon’ble Mr. Taniismddin Khan did not say anything 
regarding this? 

• 

Mr« SPEAKER: That is a matter of special knowledge. 
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Mr. IHAHEOALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether there is any provision pade this* year for the Fisheries 
Department? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not my 
concern. 1 am afraid, the honourable member is mixing up the Indus- 
trial side and the Revenue side of Fishery.' 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether the question of giving fi.shery right to the 
fishery tenants has been referred to this officer? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the nature of the report is a confidential one 
or whether it may be available to the members of the public? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It will certainly 
be available to the members of the public* after the matter has been 
examined, in fact, the report is in the Press at present. 

Oonstriaotion of Biircfiimn-Artmbagh Road near Damodar bridige. 

*222. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depai*tment be 
pleased to state the reason for the delay in constructing the road in 
continual ion of Burdwan-Arambagh Road near Damodar bridge, 
Burdwan V 

(h) Have the department pre{)ared any estimate for the said road? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sriechandra Nandy, of 
Ooeaiinbazar) : {a) As the portion of the Burdwan-Arambagh Road 

referred to will pass through the spill area of the Damodar river, pro- 
longed investigations have to be made regarding the waterw'ays to be 
provided. 

(d) So estimate can be prepared until after the question of water* 
ways has been settled. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how^ long will the investigations take? 

Tho Hon’bit Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of CaaaiiiMtgwt 

I understand that the investigation is over and the report is like^ to W 
•ttbmitted within a couple of months. 
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lUta of prico of buttor M ghoo for oortain hospitals in Oaloutla. 

•223. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon hie Miniater 

in charge of the Public Health (Medical) Department be pleaaed to 
atate at what rates per pound — 

(a) butter, and 

(b) ghee 

are supplied to the following hospitals — 

(1) Presidency (teneral Hospital; 

(2) Calcutta Police Hospital; 

(d) Medical College Hospital; 

(4) Canipl)ell Medical School Hospital; and 

(5) Sambhu Xatli Pandit Hos[>ital? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(ths Hon’bis Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoca): A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

SkUemenl referred to in the reply to starred queMion No, 223. 


Name of institution. 

Name of article. 

Kate of c ontract. 



Re. 

a. 

P' 

(1) Preaidency General Hospital 

Butter 

0 

11 

0 per Ih. 


Ghe.e 

Not used. 

(2) Calcutta Police Hospital 

Butter 

1 

8 

0 per seer. 


GhfA 

62 

0 

0 per maund. 

(3) Medical College Hospital 

Butter 

0 

8 

6 per lb. 


Ghee 

0 

8 

3 per lb. 

(4) Campbell Hospital 

Butter 

0 

9 

0 per lb. 


Gket 

43 

0 

0 per maund. 

(0) Sambhu Nath Pandit Hot- 
pHal. 

Butter 

0 

9 

0 per ib. 

Ghee 


0 

0 per maund. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will>e Hon’ble * be 

pleased to state if the quality of butter and the quality of gbee supplied 
in these respective hospitals are the same? 

the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daeeas 

I cannot say that — probably the same. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why specially high price is paid by the Calcutta Police 
Hospital, namely, Rs. 52 per inaund of ghee, whereas the Sambhu Nath 
Pandit Hospital gets it at Rs. 42 per maund? « 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do \ou know the present price of ghee? 
(Laughter. ) 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL.. No. Sir. The rates are given 
there. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I will make an enquirx , 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slate why there i.s di.>cre])ancv between the Medical College 
Hospital and the Cainpbell Hosjiital, althougfi they are close to each 
other? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of. Dacca: 

1 have already said that I will make an enquiry. 


Transfer of Dhupguri police-station, Jalpaiguri, to Banarhat. 

*224. Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA; {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police') Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — , 

(t) that the Dhupguri police-station in the district of Jalpaiguri is 
Mug transferred to Banarhat ; 

(tt) that Banarhat is situated within the tea garden area; . ' 

(tit) that it is not easily accessible to the agriculturiata residing 
within the jurisdiction of that police-station; * 

(iv) that the Duars I’laiiters’ Association made repreeeiAation for 
the transfer ; 
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.(v) thAt Dhupguri ia the biggest market not only of that police- 
station but of tlfe whole of Ihiars ; and 

(-w) that it is situated at the junction of the four principal roada 
which is easily accessible by the tenants of almost all tha 
agricultural villages within the tbsna areaP 

(b) Will the Hoirble MinivSter l)e pleased to Ia> on the table a etate- 
nent showing, year by year, for the last five years — 

(t) the total number of crimes committed in the Dhupguri police- 
station ; and 

(it) the numl>er of those committed within the tea garden areas f 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bi# 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {(n (/» No. 

(it) to (vi) and (b) Do not arise. 


ftealiaation of agricultural loans given to the fMople of Kasha polioo» 
station, Tippera. 

*225. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
^harge of the Revenue Di'purtment be pleased to stale, union bv union, 
vhat kists were fixed for rejwyineut r>f agricultural loans last given 
0 the people of Ka.slm jxilice-slation. TipjH'raP 


The Hon’bla Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A r^tatement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement. 


Year in which 
given. 


Name of union. 


Kists fixed. 


1938 39 


1^3940 


(1) Dharkbar 

(2) Badair 

(3) Mulagram 

(1) Maniandha 

(2) Dharkhar 


|Kartick 1347 and 1348 B. 8. 
^-Kurtick 1347 ud 1348 B. 8. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTOONS 

(anfwm to wi^ were laid on the teUe) 

Settlement recovery camp at Jatrapur in Kurignm eiMivieion. 

ISS» KiZi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Ministra’ m 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that a settlement recovery camp has been opened at Jatrapur 
in police-stiition Kurigram of tlve Eurigram subdivision for 
the delivery of final parcluia of manizas Araji SSiogdanga, 
Madhiihram, Bhogdanga, Solwindaha, Eadamtola, Bhela- 
kopa and a few other places ; and 

(ii) that the records of demands excmling Rs. 2 have not been sent 
to that recovery camp? 


(h) If the answer to (a) (?/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that obtaining parchaa from the 
Rangpur Sadar involves heavy exiienditure on the iiort of the tenants? 

(d) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
sending the records of all demands to tbe recover\ camp at Jatrapur? 


The Hoti’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) A settle- 

ment recovery camp was kept open at lairaymr for a long time but 
was closed about the middle of January last. 

(/;) No. Copies of all maps and khatiaits were sent to the camp 
for deliverv' to assessecs on payment of settlement cost. 

(h'l to (d) Do not arise. 

Kill EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to {a) (;V), will the 
Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state why no records of demands exceed- 
ing Bs. 2 were sent to the recover\ camp at Jatrapur, although it was 
kept o|)en? 

Tht Hofi*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Records lor 
Ee. 10 were written off. No records w'ere made which were less than 
Bs. 10 and as most pf these people did not attend, the records Were 
and as most of these |)eople did not attend, the records were seift to the 
tent to the Sadar. 
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Tippm Dittriel Botnl BliotiMi. 

m Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mmiater in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state— 

(i) the exact date of expirj- of the Tippera District Boanl ; and 

(tf) when the next District Board election is likely to take place? 

(h) Is it a fact that the constituencies for Uie pro)X)sed seots in the 
District Board have \yeen delimited? 

(c) If so, under whose order was it done? 

(d) If it has not l)een delimited, will the llon’hle Minister he pUuised 
to state when and how the (ioveriimeiit pro|K>8e to do it? 

(e) Do the Government contemplate the desirability of consulting 
the local meml>ers of Bengal liCgislative Assemhiv and Council on the 
matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja Habibultah Bahadyr, of 
DaOOa)S </') titli Novemher. I!t41. 

(ti) and (d) The District Boanl’s projjosal for ulMdition ot the iocal 
boards has l>een sanctioned hy Government who u;c now in corres|>ond- 
ence with the Commissioner as to the date on which the local lN>arde 
will Ih* aholi**hed. After such date has Wen fixed and notified, the 
constituencies will he delimited in accordance with rules framed by 
Government for the purpose. A fresh electoral loIl will Iw t»re|>ared 
and published and the election will take place as ««of)n as possible there- 
after. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

(e) It will Ik* o|K*n to the memherh of the I/egislature to offer such 
suggestions as they may consider desirable. 


OnvMopfMiit of ooltago Iniliittrtes in Bioirhat and BaraMt tiiiidtoitloiia. 

m Khan Bahador A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 
‘ Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Industries Defjar^ment be pleased to 
fttat^ whether any survey has l)een made in the subdivisions of Basirhat 
and Barasat in the district of the 24-Parganas as to the scope ahd posii- 
Uitiee of the development of cottage industries in the tural areas of this 
•aid subdivisions ? 
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(ft) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what other steps 
except — * 

(1) holding peripatetic exhibitions in some subdivisional towne^ 

(2) opening an Industrial Museum in the cit.y of Calcutta, and 

(3) holding of training classes in some places, 

have been taken to imisrove the cottage industries for the benefit of the 
rural people of the Province? 

(c) Is there any scheme in this respect, district by district, and sub- 
division by subdivision? 

(tf) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state* whether 
there is any such scheme for Barusnl and Basirliat subdivisions? 

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): («) A survey of all the districts of 
^ngal including the 24-Pargaiias was made in 1!)24 and a report pub- 
lished. It WHS revised and brought up to ilate in ]i>29. A reference 
is invited (o pages do and d(i of the report ns revi.sed in l!)2!l, a copy of 
which is placed on the Library table. The Bengal Industrial Survey 
Committee have undertaken a survey of the whole Province and 
Basirhat and Barasat sulKlivisions are not likely to be excluded from 
the purview of its survey. 

(h) hor an idea as to the steps taken for the improvement of cottage 
industries, the meniher is referred to (1iapt< rs II to X of the Annual 
Administration Reixirt of the Department ot Industries for the year 
11)38-39, a copy of which is placed on tlie Inhrarv table. I hope to be 
able to give a furtlier account of the action taken during the year 1939-40 
and that proiwsed to he taken during the next year in ray budget speech 
when moving the demand for grant under “43— Industries”. 

(r) No. Schemes are not formulated according to the individual 
districts and subdivisions but with reference to the retiuirements of 
industries themselves. 

Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that there are some districts with their peculiar 
industries, for exan^le, the conch-shell industry at Dacca, which 
depends on local conditions and no planning of such industries is 
possible unless the local conditions are taken into consideration P 

« 

I am afraid, Basirhat and Barasat aie far away 

from Dacca. 
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RMliictim of ogriomturil lom griiitocl to oiHtlvi^ort in Kurigrtm 

subdiviskm. 

m Ktli EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will tiie Hou^hle Miuiater 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the Government have decided to realise the agricultural 
loan granted to the cultivators in the Kurigram subdivision Inst year? 

(b) Has it been ascertained if the cultivators have reacheti their 
normal conditions? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the itegative, is the llon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of })ostfK)ning the realisation of the agri- 
cultural loan till an inquiiy' is made? 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Voluntary 
realisation of agricultural loan was taken up in some areas of the 
Kurigram sulKlivision in January, 1[)4(). 

(b) Yes. It w’as ascertaintnl that the areas in which voluntary’ 
realisation of agri<'ultural loan vs as undertaken had a normal ainan 
crop and the jieople of these areas also profited hy high ]>rice of jute. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Ilon'hie Minister he pleased 
to state the method of Vfduniary realisation of agricultural loan 
adopted by Government oHiceih in Kurigram? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Tlie method i» 
simply asking them t(> pa.\ They have been requested to pay and if 
they. pay it is accepted. 

Kail EMDADUL HAQUE: Was ii<»t any notice sent to them 
requesting them to pay ? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly it was. 
Notice does not mean coercion. 


Cofttlruotion of Ooooo^Arioha Rood. 

m Mauloi AULAO HOtSAIN KHANi (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Ifinister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the consiniction of a portion 
of Ihe Dacca-Aricha Hoad has been recommended by the Road Board? 

{b) If the answer to (n) be in the affirmative, when is it likely 
to be taken np? 
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(c) Have Qovemmeiit come to any decision regarding tHe oonaimo* 
tion of a motorable road from Dacoa to Ariclia F 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in tbe negative, when is the final deci- 
sion in that respect likely to be arrived at P 

Thf Hon’bla Mahanja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cotsliiiiiaar: 

(a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) The project was placed before the Board of Communica- 
tions at their meeting held on the 18th May, 1939, and it was decided 
that it could not be recommended to the Government of In4ia in the 
absence of a clear statement by Government that the road would not 
l)e prejudicial to public health. The project is now boing re-examined, 
so that Government may decide whether a road regarding which such 
a statement can l>e made, can be constructed at a cost which is not 
prohibitive. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs It appears from the Hon’ble 
Minister’s reply that Government have received the opinion of the 
Board of (’ommunicutions alH)iit a year ago. Will the Hon’ hie Minister 
please tell the House luiw long tlie Government will take to re-examine 
the project ? 

Tha Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazarr 

Sir, the delay is regrettable. I do hope that the Government will come 
to a decision very early. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: B.\ wIkou is the i)roject being 
examined F 

The Hon’bla Maharaja SRiSCHANDRA NANDY, of Cmimbazar: 

At present by the Public Health l)epartm<*nt. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Board of (Communications gave a 
conditional approval to this section of the road on the understanding 
that Government would have it examined by the Public Health and 
Irrigation Departments to find out if it would not adversely affect the 
health and irrigation problems of the area ? 

TKt Hon’bie Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of OONlinliaiar: 

No, Sir. The Irrigation Depatrment examined and submitted its reMrt 
before the matter went up to the Board of Communications. As the 
Public Health Department raised some objections, the matter ooffld not 
be made final. 
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• Or. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: Is it s (act that the Irrigation 
Bepartmeiit did not recommend the through conuuunioation on this 
road, but wanted to leave certain big rivers unbridged F 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, af Gasaimliaiari 

Yes, Sir, that is so. The idea was to minimise the cost by keeping the 
two big rivers iinbridged for the present. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Houlde Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fart (hat an informal conference was 
held between the Public Healtli Department and the District Hoard of 
Dacca and t}»e Irrigation Dejiartment an«l in that confereiu^e a resolu- 
tion was adopted that the scheme should he taken up as early as 
possible? 

Mr. BREAKER: When wa. it? 

• Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: In the ia.i Budget Session. 

Mr. BREAKER: But this a (jucstjon -ul>H*apieni to tlje 18 th of 
May. Therefore how can that «{ueHiinn aiisc? 


Recording of jute tando in tha Hooghly district. 

110. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJEE: ia) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge ol the Agricultuic Department be pleased 
to state whether the people r omeriied in the xarious unions of Hooghly 
district were duly informed of the da(e when lecorders from the .lute 
Registration Dej)artment were to Nisit the villages foi recording lands 
on whicii jute was grown in Pt’lirr' 

(h) If so, whethci the inb»imati<»n was guen to the villagiTM by 
}>eat of drum ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that there was a general complaint fiom the villagers that 
they had no previous intimation with regard to the record- 
ing of jute registration ; 

{it) that many jjeople could not get their jute lands registered; 
(ift) that the Jute Registration Department have recently notified 
the villagers in various parts of the district of Hooghly, 
giving Jhem only seven days’ time in which to make correc- 
tions of the records or rectify omissions; 
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(iv) that people are hurrying from long diatancee to the jute 

registration centres of the HoogBly district for rectifica- 
tion of their records; and 

(v) that they are not being supplied with the forms on payment 

of the required fee? 

(d) If the answers to (c) are in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he considers the desirability of — 

(i) extending the time of correcting the records; and 

(u) opening more registration centres to C(>|)e with the situation? 

r 

MIHI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) and (/>) Yes. 

{c)(i) No. 

(n) No. In the beginning some cultivators were indift’ereni and 
did not attend the work regularly: some also were influencwl by a 
rumour that a tax would be levied on cultivation of .jute. 

(Hi) Yes. The [)eri(Ml of seven davs was piescribeil in the Ilengal 
Jute Regulation Ordinance of 1931) (m llie huvsis of which instructions 
were issue<l to the stjtff. 

(iv) Yes. There was a last minute rush for filin;^ ohjettion^ atter 
the promulgation of the Hengal 4ute Uegulation Ordinance, 1940. 

(v) On account of the unusually large demand, the stock of objec- 
tion forms rail out. Instructions were, however, issued to allow 
objections to be filed on plain ]>ai)er. 

(d) As the Bengal Jute Regulation Onlinance of 1940 has been 
withdrawn and there will be no regulation of the growing of jute in 
1940, the question does not arise. 


Flood duo to Mymtnoingh^Bhairab Bazar Railway lint. 

111. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; {a) Is the Hon bio 

Minister in charge of the (Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that since the construction of the Mymensingh-Bhairab Baaar 
Railway line abnormally high flood before time has booomo 
an annual phenomenon to that part of the district of Mymen- 
siugh which lies to the east of the line; 

(ti) that the untimely annual flood damages hawa and joli paddy 
aa well as jute cjrop of that area ; and , ** 

(in) that the cultivators are the worst sufferero? 
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• (6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the insufficient water passages 
through the railway line^ 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state what aetion he proposes to take in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Cosaimhaiar ; 

(a) and (h) The railway line runs across the spill urea of the Meghna 
and like any embankment which is higher than the normal flood level 
ine'vitahlv interferes to some extent with the mitiirul spill of the river. 
Governfuent. however, are not in |X)ssession of any data from which 
an estimate can l>e made of the extent, periodicity, and duration of 
sudden rises in the height of flood water when obstructed by the 
embankment. (V)nsec[uently the effect of such rises on the standing 
crops east of the line and the Wnefil, if any, derived hy the couutrv 
to the >vest of the line from the protection which the embankment 
afftuds cannot he estimattnl. The Railway Comj>any has re|>orted that 
tfcoordiiig to theii records there have been 8in<e HUT only two sears, 
namely. IftMl and lll-kS, in which the flood level was higher than the 
higln^^t level l>efore the const nndion of the line. The Comjmny also 
rejKjrts tliat thes have re('ords of afflux gauges which shows that (he 
vvater passages are sufficient. This, however, is not in accordance 
with the general impression, which is. that flooding lasts longer n»'W 
than it did before the line was built. 

(c) I have ordered an investigation of the whole subject and I 
piojx'se to invite the Railway ('oinpan\ to cr»-o|»erate in the collection 
and exatninalion of data. 


Mauivi MD. l8RAiL: AVill the Hoirhle Minister he pleased U) 
state whether the (b>venmient has engaged any special officer or the 
investigali(*n will be carried out by any commit tee P 

Tht Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cmimbazar: 

Sir, as I have stated in my reply to (cj the investigation will be carried 
out by the department. It has not been decided whether we need any 
special officer for the purpose, although we are greatly handicapped for 
shortage of staff. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
leased to state whether the investigation will be carried out through- 
out ^be whole of Bengal or only Mymensingh-Bhairab Bazar Railway 
line? 
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Hit Htfi'IMt MaHtraJa tllltOHANDRA NANDYp tf Gtwfmbiitf't 

Sir, I may state for the information of the ifouse that Government i« 
oonsidering that question for the province as a whole, but have not 
come to a decision. 


AdiouriHuent Motion. 

Or. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERtEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 gave 
notice of an adjournment motion and 1 have got your consent. May 
I move it now Y 

Mr. SPEAKER. Just let me see whether it is in order. 

This is your statement of facts. 

Or. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you any tiling further to add as regards the 

facts P 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: As regards facts I have 
nothing to add. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Naziimiddin. have you got anything to say 
as regards the facta 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As fur as facts are con- 
cerned tliey are totally incorrect. There has been no assault and 
nobody was injured. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the otficia) version. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 have seen the patients 
myself. Many of them were injured and I have attended to them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have they been to the hosjiital? 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERilEE: They have not been to 

hospital, but that there was injury there is absolutely no doubt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid 1 cannot certainly settle the diiq^ute 
whether there is any injury or not, Y"ou have given a statement of 
facts, but apparently the official version is quite diHerent. If you put 
a short-notice question I hope the Hon*ble Minister will have no obje% 
tion to answer the same as regards the facts of the case. 

THeHeiinileKlimla Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will have no obieotbii. 
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• Dr. SUMSH CHANDRA SANCRJEC: Is it your opinion, Sir, 
that if thm be an assault’and if people are injured^ but if they do not 
go to the hospital, there would be no case for an adjournment motion P 

• Mr. SPEAKER: Weil, you have got another remedy. You can 
put a short-notice question. 1 am sorry I do not think your motion is 
in order. I may allow your motion when you get an authenticated 
version. 

Srijut MANINORA BHU8AN 8INHA: Why should you put any 

reliance on the official version, Sir. and not on oursP 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 uni not putting any reliance on anybody. All 
I say is that they are not in the hospital. If they were assaulted, they 
could have gone to the court. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, there is no difference 
between my statement of facts and that of the Hon’ble Minister ae 
regtird.s injury. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I said, the first remedy for you is to put a 
short-notice question and get a reply. If after that 1 am satisfied that 
there is a case for an adjournment motion, I will allow that. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: All right, Sir. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

3S—M«dicai. 

Tti« Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a sum of Rs. ol,27,00() be granted for expenditure under 
the head “38 — Medieal.” 

Sir, the aggregate provision for expenditure under this head of 
budget is Bs. 58,15,000, of which Rs, 51,27,000 is voted and the balance, 
via., Be. 6,88,000, is charged on provincial revenues. The actual 

expenditure during the preceding three years may be found useful and 
baa been as follows : — 

Ra. 

193748 ... 52,87,000 

193849 ... 55,96,000 

1939-40 ... 65,56,000 (revised estimate). 
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1 may mention, Sir, in passing that 1 took over charge of ihe 
department after the budget had taken shape under the guidance of 
my honourable colleague, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. I have already taken 
the opportunity of placing before the House a statement for the 
information of the honourable members, outlining the forward policy 
I propose to adopt, within the compass of available finances, in the 
various branches of this department, and at the same time referring 
briefly to the improvements that the Ministry have been able to achieve. 
I do not, therefore, propose to go into many details. The principal' 
increases and decreases liave been explained on pages 106-107 of the 
Red Book, which, I am sure, everj' member of the House has studied 
carefully. I shall only make passing references to the most outstanding 
features of the budget, especially concerning new items of expenditure, 
as I proceed. 

Referring, in the first instance, to extension of rural medical relief, 
the State grant has from this year been converted to a recurring grant 
of Rs. 1,50,000. In other words, the normal grant which stood at 
Rs. 1,10,000 has been raised to Rs. 1,50,000. I repeat the assurance 
that any additional amount that may he nec'essary, in order that rural 
dispensaries, which comply with the simple conditions attached to the 
grant may receive the subsidy, will be found and that no dispensary, 
recommended and qualified for the grant, will be refused help. 

A scheme for capital grant-in-aid towards establishment of one 
dispensary between two union boards in the province is under the active 
consideration of Government, and I have every hope that although no 
provision has been made in the budget it will mature within the year 
through supplementary grant or by reappropriation or both. 

The scheme of grants-in-uid to sadar hos})itals at headciuarters of 
districts, which serve the rural well ai> urhun areas, is being steadily 
worked out and liberal assistance lias been rendered t^) the local 
authorities in respect of several .sadar hospitals to assist them tu making 
necessary improvements in the standard of medical relief. The 
progress has been slow, althougli the grants have been made liberally, 
for the reason tliat plans ami schemes have to be carefully drawn up 
and checked in order to ensure that they ndate to the comparatively 
more urgent needs of the hospital and that the maintenance of the 
improvements has to be guaranteed from local resources. All this 
naturally takes time do settle. The balance of the grant of Rs. 3,00,000 
has been repeated in this year’s budget. 

The condition of the subdivision al hospitals at headquarter of 
subdivisions is also generally far from satisfactory; and I have initiated 
a aurvey of the needs and requirements of these b^pitals, with a view. 
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to assisting the hospiUtl authorities to undertake necessary improve- 
mentSy in order that modern treatment in the various specialised 
branches of medicine and * urgery may he available as far as possible, 
to the people, urban and mostly rural, inhabiting the areas. 

^ Nursing is a very essential part of hospital treatment and nursing 
arrangements in our }H)sj)itals, with few exceptions, must he said to be 
wholly unsatisfactory . Steps have already het'ii taken to introduce a 
scheme of improvement in nursing in the ('amphell Hosj)ital. the 
largest pauper hospital in the province, and the t‘sial)lishment (d a 
large training t'entre for Indian nurses in that hospital has been 
undertaken. Necessary buildings and eijui]>ments for the nurses' 
quarters, ^j^hich must be erected and furnished bettire a scheme can be 
introduced, have been taken in hand In the meatj while, additional 
nurses have been provided in that hospital f<»r a surgical ward w'hich 
had been lying unused for lack of nurses. Nursing in the Medical 
College Hos]ntals lias been found tt> he inade<juate and (‘om]>laints 
have been made to (iovernment from time to time about the paucity of 
the nursing statt nhich n*nders it impossible to give proper attention 
to jaII patients. The arrangements are in cliarge ot the ^Calcutta 
Hosjiital Nurses Institution, to which bod\ adequate grants are made 
by (iovernment. Additimial grants are also miob* tor tin* Sir John 
Anilerson Casualty Ward and for the beds opened in the Kden Hospital 
Extension Hlock. J'he Medical (\dlege group of Hospitals, the largest 
and most modern hospitals in the jirovince, are attached to the largest 
teaching institution in the piosince. Tin* maintenance of these 
hosjiitals in an im})iove<l and w elbeijuijipiul state is, I submit, Sir, in 
the interest ot the ])i«»\inc«‘ as a whole, of the rural as well as urban 
areas. Hcojile from all ovri tin* jirovince come to this hospital 
especially foi sjieciulised and modern treatment for comjilicated and 
serious cases; and tin* population ot the liospital is more rural than 
urban. It is also in the interest of medical education on proper lines 
that the hospitals .should be adequately financed. Proper nursing is 
all the i^re necessary in a hi»sj)ital ot this tyjie, .serving the jirovince 
as a whole. I am glad to inform the House that a provision has been 
made in spite of financial difficulties for a large recurring grant of 
Rs. 26,397 for employment of additional nurses and supervising staff 
in the Medical College group of Ho.spitals. 

interest of mothers and children, on whom national welfare 
depends so largely, has not been overlooked. The Tiady Dufferin 
Victoria Hospital is a unique institution of its kind doing excellent 
• eervice for wom^, especially women of the orthodox class who observe 
purdah. The hospital has recently been enlarged for improved and 
^iSnded service which is, however, being retarded for lack of accom- 
modatibn to bouse» the additional nursing staff to be employed. To 
•8 
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help the authorities of the tiospital and in recognition of the services 
rendered by this institution to the women of Bengal, provision has b4en 
made for a capital grant of Rs. 2,60,000 towards the construction of a 
new nurses’ (luarters combined witli a nurses’ training school. Other 
grants have been made to voluntary institutions carrying on maternity 
and child welfare services^ A grant of Rs. 40,000 to the Ramkrishna 
Sishuniarigal Rratisthan may be mentioned. The Eden Extension Block 
has still a large number of beds lying unused and ste{)s are being taken 
to build additional (juarters for the nurses to la* emj)loyed at this block 
and the remaining beds will he opened as soon as tli(‘ nurses’ quarters 
are complete and the scheme is finally approved by the Government, 

Grants-in-aid have also been provided for the benefit various 
hospitals and dispensaries bebmging to local bodies and associations. 
It is proposed to come to the aid of S. K. Jlijspital, Mymensingh, with 
a special grant of Rs. 20,000, as the hospital is in temporary financial 
difficulties. 

As the members are aware, an association for the prevention of 
blindness is rendering excellent servi(*e by running travelling eye 
dispensaries in the rural areas Thesi* travtdiing e\e dis])ensaries Imve 
rendered invjiluable service in the caust* of pr(‘Venlion of blindiu’S^i and 
treatmcfU of diseases of the eye. They have prov(‘d most ]»o])ular. A 
grant of Rs. lo.OOO was made during the current year t«> enable the 
association to run a few more travelling eye dispensaries. This grant 
has been iru'reased to Rs. 22,000 for running fivt* travelling eye 
dispensaries, one tor each division. 

The Tuben'ulosis Hospital at .Tadavpur which is the only hospital 
for treatment of this fell disease in Bengal has been receiving grants-in- 
aid from (Jovernment from time to time. Tiie hospital which is doing 
excellent work entirely depends on public help for its maintenance. A 
recurring grant (if Rs. 10,000 has been provided for maintenance of 
beds to be earmarked for patients from rural areas. The hospital 
aiithorities had made a special prayer for a grant of Rs. 54,000 for 
improving the drainage of this hospital, a very essential neAd, but it 
has not been po.ssible to provide this amount. An endeavour will, 
however, be made to provide this amount through a supplementary 
budget during the ensuing year. 1 may also inform the House that a 
scheme for enlargement of the present hospital has been forwarded to 
Government and is under consideration. I trust it will be poseA>le to 
help this splendid institution further in its mission of service. 

Sir, Government have decided to establish a climatic sanitarium 
within the province and we are in search of a suitable ^ite. A climatic 
sanitarium is no doubt very useful, but its usefulness is limited. Times 
are moving fast and theories are changing. A theory which bolds* the 
Held equally with others is that patients should be treated anfl cured 
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in, a climate where they are going to remain all their lives. Hospitals, 
preferably at central placfes with aileqiiate accommodation for modern 
treatment, especially surgical treatment, of tuberculosis patients, are, 
ii I may say so, even more necessary. A network of tuberculosis clini(^8 
all over the province for early diagnosis, prevention and ])ropaganda 
are equally essential if this menace of tuberculosis which is rapidly 
growing and has affected rural areas as well as town is to be stamped 
out. A comprehensive scheme for tackling the menace to be w’orked 
in co-operation with the TuWn'ulosis Association, local bodies and all 
others interested, is now under examination. 

I ma^ also refer to the proposed grant of Hs. ID.OIKl to the Indian 
Institute of Medical Research, in order io facilitate re>earch on the 
problem of immuiiisation from malaria which this institute is now 
carrying on and which )u»s a far-reaching bearing on prevention froui 
that terrilile scourge of malaria. The Tropical School of Medicdne, 
which is the leading research institution in India, is ('ontinuing its 
work (d research Jind is (‘ngaged in carrying out invt‘stigation into the 
etiology of tro[)ical diseases. 1 propose to take steps so that reseuiM'h 
W'ork may be carried on with advantage in (dher institiitions, such a« 
the Mi'dical (’ollege Hospitals. I may also mention. Sir, that I have 
now under consideration a proposal for establishing an advance block 
of Radiology and Electro-therapy in onler to introduce the most 
advanced methods of diagnosis and treatment by electricity in the 
Medical College Hospitals and of training medical imui in this special 
line. 

The House is aware that a General ('ouncil and Faculty in 
Ayurvedic Medicine has already been established and is functioning 
for some time. Progress has been made in constituting a General 
CouncH and Faculty in Homeopathic and Ihiani medicines on similar 
lines. As (he number of huhims in this pr(»vinee in rjot large, and it 
will hot be possible for the professi«)n t<» collect Huffi<'ieiit funds to 
maintain *the Council and Faculty as has Iwen done in the case of 
A 3 rurvedic medicine, a grant-in-aid of Rs. 4,000 has been provided in 
the budget so that the Faculty may be eslablishetl wdth the object of 
betterment of the practice and profession in Unani medicine. A small 
grant ^ also proposed to be made to the Ayurvedic (’ouncil. 

Sir, I do not propose to take any further time of the House. I 
have referred briefly to only a few outstanding features of the budget 
.which are in the nature, so to say, of an eaniest indicative of the 
policy that G'ovefnment are determined to follow for improvement and 
reorganisation of the system of medical relief. Sir, those problems 
cannot he solved apd reforms effected without mature consideration 
from various aspects, inclusive, of courses of financial limits, I appeal 
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through the House to the public for advice, assistance and co-operatibn 
in carrying out the programme of reorganisation and reform that the 
Ministry has stt befort it. 

Mfi ilATINDRA NATiV BA8US iiiir, I beg to move that the demand 
for Ks. 51,27,000 under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by lls. 100. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister for Public Health and Medical Depart- 
ments has told us of the steps have been taken and that are intended 
to be taken for improving the facilities for medical treatment and for 
the improvement of the public health of this province. In his speech 
references to the indigenous systems of treatment came last,** but. Sir, 
I trust that they do not occupy the last place in his mind. 1 would 
like to call his attention to the urgency of the development and exten- 
sion of these systems. Our j>rovince is proverbially an unhealthy 
province and is also a jioor j)rovince. The western system of medicine 
is com])uratively a more expensive system than the indigenous systems 
and the iaciilities for treatment under the wastern s\stem are not as 
wides])read as in respect of the indig(*nous systems. There is a kavlraj 
ill almost every village. It is therefore necessary that (iovernment 
ahould see that tin* training of the kavirajes and the treatment that 
they administer to the patients are such that the health of the people 
may l)e properly looked after. Sir, the (iovernment. as tin* llon’ble 
Minister has t(dd us, has alread\ established an Ayurvedic Oouncil. 
The object of the (huincil and the Faculty that have been established 
in that connectiiui is to see that Ayurvedic institutions are jiroperly 
conduct(‘d, that real niediidne training is given to those that practise 
this system and that (juackery is gradually made to disappear. Sir, 
80 far as these systems are concerned, there is one factor which should 
not be overlooked and that is that the phannacojiia of those systems 
is such that the medicine is more ch«*aply and ri‘adily available to the 
patient than under the western system. Western medicines are so 
expensive and sometimes so difficult to obtain that it is n/ft possible 
for patients to be properly treated. Taking all these facts into consi- 
deration, some of the other provinces have for several years been 
helping both the Ayurvedic and the Fnani systems under provincial 
autonomy and also before provincial autonomy was inaugurated and 
have taken steps to develop and organise the indigenous systems. 
Madras has been spending large sums of money not only on schools for 
training pupils in the Indian systems of treatment but also on 
dispensaries and for maternity training under those systems. The other 
provinces that have been spending large sums of money are Bihar and 
the Fnited Provinces. But so far ns Bengal is concerned, it is* only 
in this year*8 budget that we find that a sum ol Rs. 1,000 lias been 
" provided for the Ayurvedic system and a sum of Rs. 4,000 for the 
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llnani system. As regards the Ayurvedic system I desire to draw the 
Hon’ble Minister’s attentmii to the fart that it is the Ayurvedic system 
of medicine that is most widespread in Bengal. As I have told you. 
Sir, in almost every village there is a kaviraj and I found in connection 
with my work on the Ayurvedic Faculty tl^t a large number of those 
kavirajes are Moslems. The Fnani s\stem is no doubt prevalent in 
some of the towns, but in the countryside there is not much of the 
T nani system and then* are also no proper facilities for training in 
that system. So far a> the essentials ot these two s\stems are concerne<l. 
there is not much difference because b<»th these systems originally came 
probably from the same source and we kimw from the works of early 
Muslim •travellers in this country that th<‘re was great interchange 
between these two systt-nis. These two s\ stems developed side by side, 

I therefor<* re(|Ucst tin* (iovtTnment to render more substantial help to 
these systems that we may have one kaviraj for every village and 
jM'ople ma\ not die without treatment. The dispensary of the doctor 
ma> in many ca>e> be in tin* subdivisional headquarters and owing to 
the want of ))r(q)er tiansport facilities in the village tracts of thifi 
countrs it often happens that a patient dies before the modern system 
of medicine can be madi* available to him for treatment. It is therefore 
ne<‘essary that the (iovernment shoiibl pay much greater attention to 
these indigenous s\ stems which the people have been used to for 
(‘enturies, and which has Ixuiefited them all this time. 

With these remarks. Sir, I would again urge upon the (iovernment 
to make, if pos>ible, a supplementary grant to these institutionH. So 
far as the Avurvtalic s\sti*m is conccrnetl a largt* number of kaviraj<»8, — ' 
their number k rcjxirted t(j be T,0tK), — have been registerctl. Some 
colleges liave also been re( o)»nif,ed, and most string<*nt rules have been 
lai<l- clown for the inspection id thc‘-e institutions. We also find that 
the Ayurvedic system has becui jiroceculing on the advances made in 
the modern western systems of medieincs bv taking dm* note* of such 
advam*!^ in its s\stem cd treatment. 

Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that tbe demand 
of Rs. dl,2T,0(M) under tbe bc*ad “'IH -Mediear’ be reduced by Rh. KM). 

^ VllTfl^TRT •CT'W TO”! 

5^ 4 ¥;;gi l ^ ^ 5pfT 

m CTTOTl Cl miS 1T3 WTtJm 1^1 nCH ITfTl ^t ^ 

g t^ T l ^ ♦“('bUHCKfl Clt5Ci establwhment HKP ^^^*1 

nil Cl gi^t S i irfif iCT cn6>r i;;! ^ w nir »itit ci wm vginl 

ciTW *nrci n ct ijwi arwt^ Hnrf*n»aii mvm ^ 

WC ic»g i 1C ate wit Wt nrcii mfil Budget 
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**r W CITOW fW SRI CSR 6T^ •ITSSIj sir ST a w rIsr wits* 
iPTi ®rrf*( <a w wtto Pit bt^t ^tbt to?? «ni?F bhww 

t?nr? nfRB *m:?i ^ ?TCBii? «n’C8iibm c^i?wq cto ?t? c? 

TO*!? ?ti:'8[5’i «?t? 6 ?j8inf<Brw ^ {?FTt!> 00 sni ^mr? l>T?fT? ??p? wcfcti 
?TOT ■rmTO TO \fac»niMHi9M4 9r?T nnr? fro ToT^vrit totc? 
fTTOt afB *TO ?r? Bmua ^TI^l a?? W?T? ?TO 

c?TW a? c? ?KaTC?c*rjf c^iaco ?rc?? ?t?t ?**w 4C?, 

BUTT TOT^t (,^iT5 c^fTD <a^ ?‘?rri>T T<c4b^( t^i?ca *rnn? sPBn?? 

TO?r; ^n8if«r ?c? c?R«i fro? ^i sitto f?CTO ??? c?R? 
•(C^, C?rC? ?«R TO[ B?? OTTO "iff ?TCf ?r C? JTO WF OTfl? CBCf Mtott? 
^PTO TOt?l SKOTf ^$fH?C? ?f? a^ CfTl? diflpenflsary ?r 

«rro?T-f^w^i? «(TTOT OTCOTi TO? fp:? aTO? ot?t fbUwi TOT? ■nt’f fro 

♦ii?toi 1 ?*fl1 *ra?? ?? COT" c?(aw c? a^ fif (>TfT? tot? ?c? ?ti ff^ fit? 

c?rfw bit t? &r?Fr? to? c?5t?t? ?to tot? ^rt ^ti?i ?*?il ?c?ih? ?f? 
TOT? suggestion a?? TOR OTT^TT? 5TTOI TO? ^ C?TTf niT? C?TT?l 
f?TO? ff?i a«ROT ?f? T?it>T hiWhi? to^ttoIto TO? TO? ?? a?t 

«wn-TOTO?r f?cfTO« TO? a?^ OTOT" f??; to?. OTTOf :??Tr? (>TfT nro?? 

m\ OT-fT^ ^^?f??TO TO CClfro? 0 ?TOT?C?? TOR^ COTIf TOl TO?T 

?T?-?T? c?Trw[ ac?ff c^tfTO? a?^ ?tot?r? to? wfc?cU? TO?r 

Sfb^l OTt?Tt^ (^?f??r?? C? (jT??$T ?*TbC? OT? RT?T afl? ^^f??T? ^Jj? BT? 5TfT??!?T 
c?R;f ?Tr?i «(T?r? ?^?t? to?t fP?T at: ?? csltro? e ?tot? f?c? a T ?? T ? *t ? r to? 

*rr? ?T I ??t sn?c?c*r? a ??? frc?? c? at h? cbtfrorc??! ®(c?cft 

Cbk?? ?TO TO'??T?< TOT? f?1? H?T?OT TOl 1 

OT? ?? 'STTUT? ?f?T at C? ^?fC?? f?T BTf fT^ f?r? f?! ???t ?? OT*Rt 

^ c?t a TO^ fb?f?? *ij? TOf?i ?s^ awaW? ?;:?toti ?1tOTi tof «ctf 

?[? ®IS?? C^IC? ?[['5? ?3OTl TOT? ?Tf C?rC<a"H ?aXT? I olC»T‘F\ta depart" 

mont 1 TOl TO?? 6 t?t ?^ ?IW ?*? C?TRI 1 ?RVr?lc?? C?OTi? 

C? I>T?T5| ??b C?ITO C?t f?C? TO?? ?T®[ ??T TOl a HMC'-? TOt? TO f?C?? 
f??; c?T?CB bit ?Ti TOf? ??:5i? ?Tci: f?c??? TOffli^ TO?r? afB ?wt 

??7H OTC?? CTO^ OTB C?t. n?R ?T?^ C?t, TORT? TO fBUT-?Tf!> ?rTO, 

?TTi:?f??T « ??T?(?"tci5 aT?'i;fa •?to? ?t?"T5 cron f??i5 ?^to? a?tl? srcro 

^c? TOT TO a? ?^TO? c??? a? f???f?T cfTO a??T!i ?nT?T??r? so tooi?? 
S?? TO? ?T?T frocf I Hiri:?[??i cr^r frorr. ??*b sr^ c?Tr?« ??; to? ?r?r to i 
at ?? TO® ?f? *iK*t?r?tcH? ?*r6n?T? ?t c?tc? "itto?? ?Tr? to?? ??t ?? orttica 

TOf? C?Ti:? f?f*f at ?TTO-?Tf1 6 C?*r?T-?Tf1 C??1 f?? C5T?C? ?TI 

fc? ?^TO? 'tB<C?’5 ?in?T?rt f?? afTC?? 5??ir?? 3RT f? C?fC?C?H TO 
f?TO ?b1ir c?i?ca TOT "?TiR f?TO f?i;;t ??T ?? ?Ttl 

A intmttf: ?f?"nr? ?ic?? ^5 ??t? c?Tr?ci?i 

« 

Mr. QIA8U00IN AHMED: ?T??^ 9?R TORE TOT? CTO^TOTO 
C?IW CTO ?f C??TC? C??^ S5??FT? C?IC1C? I 
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?R[r cOTt. <^g*fc »r1> c y « w itrar 
sira ^ t<ic«iTfi «PTOs^ ^ *wrt a»cR sw«( C4 I«<h 

2if5f ^$r*v^w c^it< s'lnf’rra i^i«C4*< i 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJlT Sir, I be^ to move that 
the demaiul of Hs. ol,27,0(K) under (be head “d8 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

*(raT? >T«T*lfi5 *(5TO! JIKSnWTO nlT? C4l11>K I 

acTO OT sn? OT «nTf I *cr5 tiM hihar^ i 

vn cTOt*<rM ^tirin' anr^i stotj tw^Ri *R*t? spfw^ 

SFmrnH-T^ *r1 jtto? bto c«('n^?n ri^ 3»o 

5R 5TVt Sfs^ I 

6 f'rm ciPR 5iw«rnc*r3[ 5^ <iT?[c«ra srt srnmFi www 
j'sjrHrT sotsri «(w ^ nror 

f4TO «r^ a *0 5R5^trTr« ffT^ nrtr^ c^r*t 

«iT^ « n^tnr ^;;m 

ac'^t^RT OT «(T*rTTO 5Rvrr<nr*T «(t*r? mptor 

e OTT? ■!;*(; snsm; ^ ckot »5n>?T 

2rf5 f<c*T5 a^ iRTH'rfR^CM ^^<[*(1:*$^ ^jFcrrt 

a^^^ ac^dim^ wt^in ^ ciftotI’ *p 5 wif^TOT. Prm 

« *(:*n arf^rj 5^. to an^nrot *r5 a^f^ et^r ^rtc^i ch f^Ri adw? 

c^ anna ^1 

^tarannsT nr aRrmr anm araansBr , futaf^aram s Tbt^^C’^n sttii ?^^ \ artvcai® 
m OTT? ^tro nras nrt ^nr a^i ann ant aw^ ncnr aTK*mr 
fbnTHH Bfitrot, tno nfBRH fnr; nrti aw«fW> «[fnzF nw* tanr aaxnn nraarffinr 
e iRT S5ta'^rna;f8ir:5 « anTnaaTa? ndmr i 5 n;:n inraf® nrt cbr nr 

«iw< at^^Twn wrnajTO «(rafti w nf^InralTO nr nnnnm 9lnn 
nwn 5RT nrnr smar anain ca fnnn «rTtn annan 5R;an;f^ erm^ra ndn i 

SRammcan nnpm srt cn nrtnn nro, a w «m*hFm ^fnnm San 

nrtr ns'nrcn nr p^n tnnr sn s aplarro cn n^nnni ntaf cmr flwn^i 
^ mrwrn, ?ynrn San vncaTnnr, na* 5 . nnanm, cn?1-cnn^, najr an^ an^fnn amr 
scre^ nrifn cnarcnn fn^S ac^ ac^ *w n^rtanr *ro aTt¥ir faim cn 
OTfiTO fnnn mrr cm flia*«n ?Iit at; 5 iOT( ann ann nntna^fa f¥ ami n;;fn 


aitirn. ^;&oa 

arcan fncaiS' war nn — 




'^;io(i 



^FnrRn — a(i,^oa 



antStfur- 

— n.traa.bna 


o,<ino,a8^ 

.wjr— . 



^Kao8 
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[14th Mak., 

^ •ntsnii ?*r^ fscsrnr ^-c-srH^A 

ft^ifTT c^, iircf. cpf^Tcn^i «rt *ira 

errm ^*tw, ' 3 ^ ?rr«Tl^ 8 i ctor ^ ^ 

^pfm^ ^ u ?TOr sprot- sn? arw, 

sr^ C 4 \j>ttt a^ c^ww ^Th^ii ^ryrr*!^ ®rrc^i 

d 5 TO**t «rTt^ 7(j ottot totto c?t*( to ^rr? ^1 a^: 5 f!FB[ 5 ^nt«R[ 

js 1 tot< € srfw? ^ *rra f^ C 5 ^ rtcai® 3 r*i*T: 

^ src^ yrf^ro ®t:? «R;;f«^ ^ ?e5T i 

^TOT f?r:nTC$^ strt to :?r ^ a^ sir*nt ‘^‘^a.^bre 

CTOI ^rtprcfl (TOT?T TOTOOT rtTOf) ?IFT ^TtM TOTO ‘TO fpfTOT 

•TT^?m ^ *rnj otto crr^OTfOTP' ^ ottot i^h fro^ i 


5 ^TO*T COT^T^ f^TO — 

^;&oa — ^o,;»^a. 8 oo 
^*&0^ — ^0,000.Jb^^ 

^ffTOTOT W Tst^^TOnrS ^?<nT tot f?TOTT^ otsot to ot^t 

a^— 

^8btr acOTnrrlw 

88 C?Tt^6nTTftPF 

8 ®58i5'<"! 

tro w:k\ jplwrOT? ^<ot acrorTt^f^ -88, cin1^6 8 a^ e(i'«;[</H^ -o — c^rril qsi 

totoI a<^ c^J'TOtoI toototi^. a^ ^ ctotttot^ fOTTCTOrolTO. 

f5F^M«r5 5^«rrr ^i>08 ?¥T5 r— 

I. M. S. OfticerH . . 23 I. M. D. Oftiwrs .c 8 

SularU'd Graduatt'H .. 519 Salaried Li centiati's .. 1622 

Honorary Graduates . . 340 Honorary Licentiates . . 141 

IOT 4dC^J q\ialifiwl privaU' practitioners a^ Vi\^^ Mtoi?? IHKfl 
TO 3 [u;>^Tw f»if^ fpfTOiTOt ^ TOi irrfTO 

Mror otor ^ a?t TOronrn «w" to m\m n r f^aTx y 
CTOtoS ^ OTtro JfT*! vTTO tlftTO ^tTfT IRI CW 

TO W CTO 5 SOTTK To* S’IW'H =rr OTtro TOHF •tlHClS fro M’TOT-TOFtf 

TOTOR ¥tTO TOVI OTTOT TO TO a^ fTOT Kfiff a^ C^ T 4^n t«TO JIT ^Otir^ 
WTO TOT^ «ltlT CTO TO! HB*fW*6 HCfHH ^ «ntR 4T*l4 •Ww 

frg[f^nT^tw cro ftro ottir r ws am fro Mtoti 

TOm CtW film WTO fTOOT ^1 
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THHT? sTRTtroff — 

No. of dispensary in all 

No. of Union Board di8|>en8ap^ in all 

Police-station 


•TO 
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42 

27 « 

10 lakhs. 
14 


a^errc^ ^ 

a® otI 

fftlTTCIF I 


<R> 35^51? SFWflj 0\8 "TO 

ms 5tre ?#frfT=T, af =r5 cwm m3 8^f5 diH^nary n«^ 

eras:?! W t ^i ii' 4 TVTl Hwra rtrat ires mi spmm fOTT? WT 

«K.TO 5 m* mr. cw ciFT;' ®msT «ifW3? ’imi 

PR!, rtms. mtm tsfw ^ ^ 

snp, TOr^TW di«|H-nsiirv tiuildiiin ''J*' mi I 

Hto..k mi m:,. ronl, 

^1 ..08 mrm., =mnm. >^ 3 ^ 17 ? Q™ 

1 ^ ewrm ff? mti wnm fsonrs wrtsrc^ Six;* •rtwit 

Quinine •mt 

^ simw. sms ««m« n? rtro Quinine a* 

pt ^^6 ^W'rtmS Quinine msir m? m am 

if sm ^rertmi Sn? «to air at cf Quinine at 

«p,^ 8tWIt irtma Ml 8tS3 Biochemical 

standardniatiou Ui.oratory JT 

WTR atro Wsa Quinine m 9 W« ..Q mR mimr 8m ?tmiT 

STOTf ms 3^ m^i P.HKa^rni^T’^^’TMmTOm.n™ 

smu ?8, w«3 carm» ms 3TTO tfr mi are aofS m,?rj 
Quinine « 8tmir8 »C=i^ ^ af^ M 1 at m«:3 Quinine a« 

;w;:,ni mm msirm aoa? m,?m5 Quudne at ®t 8 a® ipi ct tsimcms a 8871 

c?7n 5SIT ‘ 

corn's m 8tm am, fir ITO Biologii-nl lal-.mtory . Jrti »xn« 
871 >P<1 X-ltay inmitution 8^8 fS^TT^t mtl 

WTI W Ct M «w 3Tm? nm? fee « cmTI « ^ 

amariro8t3»immmmTfm3C8ir3an:f3 3T8 fmw^i cm, 

f^^tOT =tT^I 

> tlH*0g y ^ ® dispensary gR^^fl lTt 

^ «t WTtf, am ti^t; lady doctor • «nwi W'*'™ 
a«. My doctor am .. 0 «. 

sntmi a^rfunnmi- njmn rtr amt ■»W8 emC ^ ^ 

8 CW om w«*T •tw "Wf ^ 


iw:*OT 
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wm «[Ri, CMTO JTTO iR ^ ^lir •tm 

tyTfw wa e 0^1^% tojt w^\ mm f«i 

CTOT a^ tHicGi f»rc«f *(ts 1 « mtcM a?^ 

^ c^ nf(“l<iHl« «[»n n? afsic^e ancraRi to ^nrfw 

Ux W ^’'nT« f«R ^Tf^ 5fa?nxi*^ ^«T spw-^nfa:^ to 

•« «nTOi «?fRi f*(*t^ ?t^ ^ itr;^ a^ troe 

*rrf^ flT^rr a^ ???! a?TO anrsRi 

SPl « 5RT JPfTO i[T5Tnil5ia ® dispensary 7 ^(^<(11 

^i<*\t<p I acwF ^«RT «PTO a^ 

dispensary ^U-vj<p l srCTO^ di8p(*nflary «t;;fa a^ a p a '[ THC<5 

^Tf»^ 5«?rr mm\ sum vm aro: ?s1w lady doctor midwife 

mj ^ a?t zmm fee a^ ^ ^ mws «r?r1? carars mKS 
*ii^i<o arto nrr?! 

s^srm afronROT SR-^^ro-froro f^, f<c*ijiftic< wm- 

^-f*nfr a^ afi3OT<r^ aiwi a?«T an^*Twi 

«wt=^ 3?tTO att^iT^b ^ ^ a?rt c^«(tr 

ar di spensary aa^ aa^ hpxiltish af\5^ 

Qualified and registered stijxuuliary HT^RT ^iffm 

2ITOW C4C*tt aRT ST&® 1 at' ^rra f»ilR5’ 

siW^ atcai srrarac^t um 5tra f^a r caara ?tott ajif^RiR 

^5RH« s!fzm atcai mro ftrarta^ facnnir Major Mills ^snua 

>TOa!5 aRT 2tan^ asfaaiRR mi at — 

lliere 1ms been n Lirge influx ol patients from the inufassjil where 
modern methods of diagnosis ami treatment were not available. 
District heud(|uarters hospitals with the exception of a few w'ere mostly 
old-fashioned and ill-ecpiipped and not as efhcient a> the> should lune 
been. It is not a surprise that ptniple should flock to ( aicutta to avail 
themselves of the facilities which are wanting in the institutions nearer 
to their houses. The need for the improvement of the district hospitals 
was therefore greatly felt. One l<H»ks forward to the day when every 
union Ixmrd or a group of two or tliree of them will have at least one 
dispensary *to cater to their simple medical needs. 

j^twrir cufn mpu motion tt> srrts g R ; t: HTHCH< srt nt i Tng 
»tttttt> x(^ H tHsIfi «r^uin frot mmcrni fro scheme 

ms ym m eff?ra: s Rytu tK cn^ ott ^ffm to to 

wm\ 

lir» WALIUR RAHMAN* Sir, I rise to support the motion moved 
by luy friend Mr. Giasiiddin Ahmed. It ap]>ears from the writ^n 
speech of the Hon*hle Minister that as he was in charge of the Agricul- 
ture and Industries Department and has only taken over charge of the 
Medical Department very lately he could not give sufficient attentipn 
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to this matter. Sir, on t^e last two days we had the opportunity to 
study the budget provisions with regard to the most important subject, 
viz., Agriculture and Industries, with the cherished hope that we would 
gat the solution of the problem of the poorly styled subsistence of the 
unfortunate people of Bengal. I^utj^o our misfortune we met nothing 
but disappointment. Now we are aomiiig forward with the legitimate 
demands of medical relief of the halt-fed and ill-clad dumb millions 
of Bengal. The misfortune of the system of the diuinage of their 
earnings under the imperialistic administration ha.s made them easy 
victims to various tell disi'ases. Although we know full\ well that 
medi<^al trwitment will be of no avail if they are m»t in a i>osition to be 
W'ell fed,\et we (annot but put forward this demand in order to make 
utmost elfort to get them rid of the calamity. It is ut least for the 
beinefit ot the tortiniaie s<*clion of the people enjoying the advantage 
of the exploitation from them, if not to the benefit of the jioor creatures 
themselves, that arrangt'inent tor inedii'al relief must la* made to save 
them from the <lutches of untimely death as well those of the fell 
diseases which mt into theii vitals and render tliein worthless, ustdess 
an«r cor»s(Mjuently unnec’essars burden t(» the soriety itself. If timely 
steps are not tak«*n to s(dvc the problem, the advantage* tin* certain 
fortunate f(*w are enjoying and tbeir lux\ir\, ease and comfort will 
certainly cease tu continue. An eeft-r<H»ted tree eannot stand, and 
these ])oor creatures are nothing but the roots of all the wealth, imjoy- 
ment, luxury, etc., ot tljc e‘ountr\. 


Sir, ye)U arc aware that dispensaries in rnial an»as are* very rare. 
Very f(‘w are* in a position to take* aelvantage* ed the*m. 1’henigh there 

are a few elispensarie*s, tin* loeation ot the‘m has lM*en so haelly se*lee*ted 

that pp(»r pt*ople cannot derive* an\ bern*hl tienn the*ni. Me)st of them 
having been established at the cont nbnt ion of seniie* we*] l-l4)-<lo persons 
they are generally huate'd in sneh a plaee wlie-re* a group of we*ll-to-do 
people resiele and these inflnential and rieh pe'e>ple* moneejndi'M* them. 
The pe>nr pee>j)le eannot e'Xpee t to be* well tfeated tluTe. In the 

mufassal, Sir, geanl pbynie iuns are ulsi> not avaibible*. Se» (pr us my 

exjierienee gCH*s, I know that e*vt*n se>me tbanas are* ge>ing without 
treatment anel without any dispen.sary. 1 think that nieire thun five 
per cent, people in the* rural areas eanimt get any advantage of 
dispensary. The depleirable e*oiieiitieni of the iMwer p«‘f»ple eif the mufassal 
is nothing short of siirn'king. It is painful tu dese ribe their fate, and 
60 I refrain myself from doing so. I r«'(|uest the Ilem’ble Minister to 
‘consult (he sevhedule of dispensaries and the vital statistics due to 
various diseases and statistie.s of attacks of various diseases, although 
the latter one cannot be correct as many people suffer from various 
diseases in the interior unnoticed. I think these things are maintained 
In bis department or the Health Department. ^ 



108 


[14th Mae., 


DE:HAND for GlffANT. 

Ah re^fards the union board dispenHarieSj^o doubt a few dispemssfties 
have been ehtablished at the initiative of the SubdiviHianal and District 
()ffi(!erH with a small grant of some contribution to meet tte preliminary 
expenses, but without any arrangement tor the recurring charges. I 
have got i)ersonal experience of own district where in some union 
board dispensaries were started and thrust upon the district board, but 
the contribution received from the district board was not sufficient 
owing t(» its limited tund, and so they ultimately become so many 
dispensaries without medicine. As regards other dispensaries, I may 
say that they are riotliing Imt instances ol tavimriiisrn and nepotism. 
The Subdivisionul Officer and tin* Distrit t Officer want to make them- 
selves ])opular in tfn* distriit, and these union board (fispensaries 
are esiabjished in such a place where rich and influential people live. 
The unit of such a union board disptuisary compiist*N three union boards 
and from tliis, Sir, you can well understand the position whether it is 
possible lor three unions to be served by one dispensary. These 
dispensaries are nothing but a show and a camouflage of dispensaries 
because there is no arranj^ement for their maintenance. These 
dispensaries are mmely a burden on the union boards. The burden 
cannot In* borm* by the union boards because* one union board in whose 
juris«lict ion it is located may take some interest, whib* the other two 
union boards are (pnte indifferent in this matter and their s(>ur(‘e of 
income is handicappinl. T'nder tin* circumstames, Sir. it is usele.ss to 
estalilish this soil of dispensaries. 

As ivgards other matters, the il(‘alth Department and the Medical 
Department are closel\ inter-r(*lated, and the Health Department, I 
think, try to takt* sonn* steps to leniove tlie difficulty to some extent, 
and most priduddy a scheme was pM‘pared 1>\o years ago. Ibit may I 
ask wh«*re is that scheme now)" I do not iimleistand wliy this scheme 
ha.s not been provided for in this yeai\ budget. We find from the 
budget that a largo sum of mone.N piovidetl for uud<‘r the Public* Health 
head has been transferred to other heads — I mean to the Publicity 
Dcpartim'ut. 'Phis is nothing but disgraceful. This (roveriiment 
claims be a jinjiular (lovernment and yet only to save their own 
position the mone> has been transferred to the Publicity Department. 
When we open tin* ‘‘H(*ngal Weekly ‘ we find that there is no mention 
of distress, miser> and suffering in JJengal as if all these have vanished 
from Bengal, and there is onl\ happiness pervading throughout the 
provinca*. ((Tie.s of “Hear, lieur,” from tlie ('oalition Benches.) 
This is what the Publicity Department does. There is no publicity aa 
to how the condition of the agriculturists can be improved, but 
puldicity is made only to maintain the position of the Ministers them- 
selves. t^Vies of “Hear, hear,*' from Congress Benches.) This is the 
position, Sir. The scheme prepared by the Public Health Department 
was plac'eil before the (\mference of Chairmen of District Boards, and 
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this was approved with some objections and motlifi (nations. Money 

was also provided In the Hudjret for meetiiiff the expenses in carrying 
out the scheme, but no steps have been taken up till now in this direction 
and the money provided has not been spent. The result is, Sir, that 
tile scheme has not .seen the light of the day. This year we understand 
that the money meant for this scljemc has been diverted to other 
purposes. That is an instame of nepotism and favouritism. Under 
the cireumstances 

(At this stage the memU'r reac'hed the lime-limit but was allowed 
to speak for (»ne minute more.) 

rnde» tile cinuimslanies. Sir. rural areas will be deprived of any 
sort of benefit in this regard. Tliough (iovernmenl .sa\ there is not 
sufficient money in the jirovinee, \(*t we find that luvurious provisions 
are made and a huge amount of money spent in **o many institutions in 
(’alentta as well as jji m^uy other urban areas. We know, Sir, that 
there is some nec eNsit) tor a provision for the treatment of eompliitited 
diseases, but (ertainl\ that provision can 1 h* redm‘»‘d to some extent 
aiwl some relief may lie given to the agriculturists, at whose cost these 
instil utimis are maintained liere If (ioviTument cannot procure any 
money to ^idve this probbmi. if the Oovernment is not in a jmsition to 
]»repftire seheine, then what is the ne<essit\ of going on in this WMiy? 
We know, Sir, that there is no lack of money, beeunse previously money 
was provided uinb'r sonn* lu'ads, whii h e<*ubl not be utilized at all. If 
(joverninent is not in a position to find nioiM‘y, then why is it not 
starting homeopathie dispensaries which can be done at a very low 
costh 

(At this stage tlie member having again reached liis time-limit 
resumed his seat.) 


Mr. P. BANER4I: Sir, I have no motion on this subject. 
Therefote 1 would like to tlisrus.s tlie matter only generally. 1 have 
listened to the sjieeeh of the 1 1 on Tile Minister ami also read the leaflet 
circulated hy him this morning in which T notice that he Inii said from 
the l>i‘ginning to the end that he has taken over charge of this depart- 
ment from the month of January only and therefore it has not iK^tn 
jM)ssible for him to look into the subject properly. That is the excuse 
that be has put in that pamphlet from first to la.st. Sir, as i.s usual 
with the Government from time immemorial he ha.s found paucity of 
funds ever.t'where and therefore he could not do justice to his depart- 
ment, but at the same time he admits that there b a necesmty of further 
improvement everywhere, but that that is impossible without the co- 
operation of the other Ministers. May 1 enquire of the Hon’bie 
Minister whether other Minieiers as he has said are co-operating with 
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Kim or non-co-operating with him? For instance the Jrrigatiofn Depart- 
ment, the (.’oinmiinications and Works Department, the Education 
Departjncrit, — are thes(; departm^nte — I would like to enquire from, the 
Iloirhie Minister, co-operating with him or non-co-operating with him? 
The fact remains that they are a very happy family co-operating with 
each other, working together for one set purpose; there is no denying 
that fact. Therefore Sir, the arguments embodied in this leaflet ere 
not at all tenable. Dr. Mookerjee has elaborately discaissed the defects 
of the department, being a nnniical man himself. He has skid that 
every ere there is mismanagement in the department. Sir, I c.annot, 
tor tli(‘ short time at my disposal, go into details, but 1 would only 
repeat what Mr. J. N. Hasu has said. Mr. llasu in his able sfieech this 
evening lias stat<‘d that fiawabs are gent‘rally generous. I would like 
to enquire why the Nawub Sahib 4ms nnt l>een generous particularly in 
this (Xise? 1 notic(‘ that a grant has been allotted, only a paltry sum 
of Us. l,0(}t), to the Ayurvedic. Faculty. I w^uld inquire of th^ NawaU 
Hlahadur whether it is not a mockery — this Us. 1 ,000 — for the 
Ayurvedic system of medieine? Whereas Us. 4,000 has been given to 
the Unani system in whi(‘h ease the faculty has not yet been 
established, but still in antieij)ation of obliging these hakims iu this 
country, whose numlier is very few, according to (lovc^rnment statistics 
there are only d or 4 dispen*iaries — om* is the Tibbia disjx'iisil^ at Da<‘ca 
and the oilu'r is at Delhi which is not in Ifengal and therefore doea not 
concern us, this grant has been provided for. So tliey need no support 
at all from this Government. I do not know whether the Nawab 
Bahadur has followed the maxim that “('harity begins at home”, and 
want-s to helj) the Dacca hakims with Us. 4,000. Ibit he has entirely 
forgotten the homi'opathic practitioners altogether. When a Bill was 
introduced by me in lOdT the then Minister, Mr. Nausher Ali, assured 
us that the Homeopathic Faculty would be established immediately. 
Then the Bill was circulated for public opinion. Then Mr. Suhrawardy 
stepped into his shoes. He also gave a similar assurance saying that 
a Faculty would be established. Now, Sir, so far as I kifow, two 
meetings only were held and nothing has so far Wen done. It is up to 
the TTon’bJe, Minister to tell us how the case for a Homeopathic Faculty 
stands. But we may anticipate that nothing so far has been done 
because there is no provision whatsoever for a Homeopathic Faculty in 
the budget. If a Faculty were established, why no provisio® has been 
made? Every one knows that the population of this ptovince is 6 crores 
and there are one lakh o¥ kavirajes who cater to the needs pf the 
suffering hunwanity. Besides that there are an equally large number of 
homeopathic 'practitioners. What have you done for them? You are 
spending over half a crore of rupees year after year and a major portion 
of that amount has been a criminal waste as has bc^n pointed eut by 
Mr. Waliur Hahinan, the late Chairman of the District Board af 
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Jessore. Also it has-been established by eminent physicians like 
Dr! Mookerjee wli^ has proved to the hilt that the major portion of this 
amount is a mere waste. Now, Sir^, if we consider these facts very 
calmly, we find that it is the homecJf^athic pi*a<titioner8 who cater to 
the need of the suiierinjf humanity in the villajres. If we take it that 
every' villaffe has a homeopathic j)ractitioner, then we find that there 
are about a lakh of them in the wliole province. Besides, there are 
many other medical men who are catering? to the neetls of the masses. 
As has been ]K>inted out by Mr. •!. N. Hasu 7,(H)0 kavirajes have already 
been rep:istere<l and there are more thait HbO(H) who have not 
rejfistered. Therefore, it i< they who minister most to the SedicaJ 
needs of the peo}>le in the coiintrysitie. \(»u have ^“01 only 14,t)00 
re^istereff medical ^^raduates professing' tHe western system of 
medi(‘ine, and only bOO that have not passed throujrh a Faculty whom 
we call (juacks. Besides these* (juaclcs there are several allopathic 
quacks in this countrv wbri, ns J)r. Mookerjee says, shouhl be stopped 
^rom pi%i tisini:. Bit^ (r(#ernment has brought forward no lej^dslation 
either to sto]) quackery or to re<‘o^nise them. Sir. time after time a 
Bill was introduced before this House, but it wu* ne^jatived, yet at the 
same time the Nawab Bahadur makes the statement that Government 
is v(*ry ke(*n aitt*r tin* edmaitmii of the students of thi‘se institutions 
and to ^'ive yhem facilities, but T find. Sir, that they are not ^fivinp any 
helj). Tlierti are (>nl> a tew dispensaries in the country and, eonsider- 
injr the niimlier of applicants, the majority of them are thrown out, and 
are not admitted. It you do not increase the number of such sehools, 
the students find it difficult to learn medieine wdihoui some s<»rt of 
indij'ert urranfrement. It cannot therefore be said that proper medical 
edufhtion is bein^' ^dven in the country. IVsides there is one other 
matter 1 should say, ami that is about th<* dental college in Calcutta. 
Sir, it is well known that in the C'nleiitta Dental (bllej^e many people, 
particularly ptiorer people, come from the villages. No provision has 
been made for helping this Dental College. We know how dental 
surjrery has improved to-day, and Dr. Ahmed has been a pioneer in this 
line in tfiis country. We also know that unless helfi is j^iven 
institutions they cannot thrive: there is no better eaiise for whieh 
money can be sjient. N<»w', Sir, considerinji: all thew circyfrAtonees, I 
must appeal to the IIoiFhle Minisfer to ris<* above the occasion to do 
justice to all the departments and cater to' the medical needs of the 
country not merely by supportinp: the forei^i medicines, but by help- 
ing tbe. indigenous systems of medicines a1sq| Sir, T have no time; 
therefocs I must once more tell the Hon’ble Minister to be generous and 
.contribute adequately to all these departments and iwve the suffering 
humanity from disease and sickness. 


(At\his stage the House adjourned for 20 minutes.) 
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(After adjmirnment.) 

Khan Bahatfur SHAH ABDU||L|IAUF: Sir, the Medical and Public 
Health Department, I consider, w a very important department of 
Ooverniiieut from the point of view of the rural population of Bengal. 
But unfortunately. Sir, I find that this department has been very 
ahuhhily treated in the matter of grants. It is only the Public Health 
and Medical l)e])artment wdiieh <‘an bring some relief to the door of 
the tax-payers of Bengal. So far as the grant to the rural union board 
dispensaries is concerned, I timf that only a very small amount has been 
proviillfl, namely, Ks. 2, (KM). The^ H on’ble Minister in his speech has 
said that the ju-ovision for grants to the rural dispensaries has been 
raised to Us. 1,51), an’?! he has altiiio given us the a>suianet* tlilit should 
further assistance be needed, it will not Im* found wanting. I tiiul that 
this Hs. 1,50, (H)0 is not meant as gianf-in-aid to the union board dis- 
pensaries, lull it is meant to implement the scheme tor the establishment 
of rural health units. In the budget. Sir, on^^ 2,0(K) has liten pro-|. 
vided for grants to the union board dispensaries. 1 would like to 
impress ujion the Hon’ble Minister that these union board dispensaries 
are doing very useful work to the rural jiopulation ot Bengal. Tt 
sometimes happens that two or three union boards combine together and 
establish a dispensary and that dispen.saiy rt*ally does a great deal of 
good to the sull'ering population of rural Beiif^al. 'J’hert*if)n‘. it is 
liighly necessary that (Government shouhl come forward to helj) these 
dispensaries. Sir, if at the modest calculation a sum of Ks. 250 is given 
as a non-recurring grant to the union board dispensaries, about bOO dis- 
pensaries could be helped with this Hs. 1,50. (KM) Init. Sir, I submit that 
if instead of giving Ks. 250 only Ks 1(H) is given as an annual recurfing 
grant (<» each dispensary (loveinnient will be able to help thereby 
1,500 dispensaries in the wlude of liengal. Therefore 1 respectfully 
invite the atteutioii of the Hon’ble Minister to give sufbcient grant-in- 
aid to these rural dispensaries. 1 find that a sum ot Ks. l,50,0(K) has 
been [>ro\itle»i for the establishment ot Shalipui I)isj»ensary in the 
distS'i^t of Faridpur, I do not know why this jmrtieular filat^e has 
been seleeted for the establishment of a dispensary at (Goveniment 
expense. it is the intention of (Government to help the establish- 
ment of union Ixuird dispensaries I think that a substantial amount 
should l>e provided in the 4nidget in order that c apital grants may be 
given to those persons who are trying to establish union hoard dis- 
pensaries. There is a scj^aeme no doubt so fur as we can ascertain from 
the speech of the Hon’ble Minister, hut I do not find any money pro- 
vided in the budget for giving effect to that scheme. I would also 
suggest that so far as the scheme of rural health unite is concerned, 
provision should be made for the appointment of Assistant H^th 
Officers, one for each sulHlivisiou, so that they may have a cllar look 
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into the workingr^of the •Health Fnit Eatablishment^ and Sanitary 
Inspecttors. Hural Hanitaii(»ii is a important item which should 

be looke<l into. It is food adulteration among:al other things that is 
responsible for the low level of the health of the people. I do not find 
anything in the budget to (herk the food adulteration. It is for this 
purpose that the Public Health Department should appoint Assistant 
Health Officers, one for each subdivision, so that they may 
scrutinise the work of the Sanitary Inspectors and food adulteration 
may to a certain extent l>e checked. ^ As the <juestion of Public^ealth 
is not under diM ussion, 1 shall conchule my remarks by saying that 
more money 'ilirmld la* provided for the uniow. Inniwl dispensaries and 
attempts .slomld 1 h* made for the eslublishm(‘nt of village dispensaries 
with Govern mt*nt aid. 

Khan, Bahadur htfulvt JALALUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker, it 

is a great relief tnmi tongue-tied silence and refreshing to get an 
opportunity t<» sj»eak whi<‘h, thunks to the techniq\ie of parliamentary 
e(h|Uette and purfN <lebate, have lM*en denied t<i us on this side of the 
House behind treasury l)erH hes. It would md be overstating the posi- 
tion the ministerial parts occupies in the budget debate, if I say that 
We have b<^|»ii redueed to automatons for producing Ayes and Noes. 
Budget presentation is a very important item in legislature. At any 
rate, .m» tar as tlie budget is concerned, the opportunity to speak on it 
is a very valuable right which should be extended to meml»erH of Imth 
sides of the House lor honest ( riticism and for eonstrm’tive Huggestions 
to Hie Hon’ble Minister in <■ barge of the dejmrtinent, I would not 
have intervened in this debate on ae<-ouiit of the handicap and strain 
on the members of this side of the House but for ventilating two 
important grievances and rrying needs. One is this: for the improve- 
ment of the Cah utta Medical (College the Hon’ble Minister has set 
apart a large sum of money for nursing staff and other improvements 
of the M#lical College ; but I do not know whether it has Wen bith%bi 
to his notice that there is no separate children’s ward in the Medical 
College. The only apology for a children’s ward is a want*l#l< medical 
and 8 surgical becfis under professors of medicine and clinical medi- 
cine and common surgeons with the result that the growing peculiar 
diseaf^es of children have got tf» W* treated by those who have got an 
overcrowded programme everyda\ and who have got no special study. 

Sir, the Calcutta Medi<*al College is the premier medical institution 
of India and* it should stand in a more favourable position than the 
Mad|cal Colleges of other provinces. The attention now given to the 
. tfaalment of children’s disease# is very meagre and more attention 
idMMdd lie fiiren to*it. In the Catnpftiell Medical School there is a 
ai^pttrate childreir’s ward ind in the ChiHaranian S^a Badan is * a 
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children's ward, but there is no such ward in the^Medical College, 
Calcutta. Jn BonilKiy and Madras, they have got altogether separate 
children's hospitals, l*ut Bengal has none with the result that children's 
diseases are l>eing indifferently treated. The inconvenience that is 
experienced in putting children in the ordinary adults’ ward cannot 
be exaggerated. It does not cost Government anything excepting the 
re-arrangement of spaces in the Medical College for setting up a 
separate ward with a separate outdoor dispensary under some special 
^ Bengal when there was dearth of speciaf- 

ists in children’s diseases. But now there is no such dearth of 
spec^ialists in Bengal, and so tlu*re is no reason why our Government 
should lag behind in providing a separate children’s ward in the 
Calcutta Medi(;al College. The children’s treatment lias assumed a 
growing position of importance in medical science and it is being 
accorded a special study like tropical diseases and those of ear, nose 
and throat. This is one item to which I wish to draw attentlhn of the 
Ilon'ble Minister. 

Sir, the other item to which 1 wish to draw the attention ot 'the 
Hon’ble Minister is that relating to the apjirojiriat ion of the Medi<*al 
grants to some parts of the i)rovince at the expense of others. 

My friend, Khan Bahadur Shall Ahdui Rauf, has already antici- 
pated me by pointing out that provision has lieen made in some 
districts for village dispensaries, but there is no corresponding provi- 
sion for other districts of tin* province. 1 do not like to comment more 
on this subject because there may be good reasons for it of which we 
have gut no knowledge and which have not been disclosed in the lucid 
exposition of the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of Ixical Self-Government. 

My submission to the House is that out of the total Medical budget 
of R.s. 58,15,000 against Rs. 55, 5(1, 000 of the revised budget, some 
gr^t has been provided for the medical establishment and also for 
medical relief. So far as hospitals and dispensaries are con- 
cerned, tln^jy have been allotted only an amount of Rs. 27,28,000 for 
the year 1940-41 out of which the Presidency hospitals have absorbed 
a considerable amount and mufassal hospitals and dispensaries have 
been allotted only Rs. d,28,(KK) which also includes the cost of super- 
intendence and establishment, with the result that only a very meagre 
amount will go even to improve sadar hospitals and raise the number 
of dispensaries. 

I draw pointed attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the deplorable 
state in medical aspect to my constituency. I refer to the subdii^cm 
of Cox’s Barav in the Chittagong district. So W as the ^medioal 
facilities are roncerned, they are almost nil in a vast area, more ihfsU 
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one-tliird of the whole diiitrict. I would request the llnu’hle Minister 
kindly to take note of this fact, and it will be eorrohorated by the 
officials in the (^hitta^j:onjr Division. When the Ilon'ble Chief 
Minister went to the locality, he himself admitted the necessity for 
medical fat^ilities when nqdyin^r to the public address presented to 
him. The area of the pla(‘e is about 8St» square miles and (Jovernment 
will be surprised to know that there are only 7 thana charitable dis* 
pensaries to look to the medical lu'cds of a population of al)out 4 lakhs. 
Every year there are cpi«leinics ot tdiolera and kala-azar in that place 
and malaria is takinj.^ a h(*av\ (<ill of human lives every year. I, 
therefore^ reciuest the Hon’hic Minister to make special allotnnuit for 
providing*- medical lacilitio tlu‘rc. H\ tliis. I am not makinjr any im- 
reasonahle nspicst to tlic Hon'hlc Miiiist<‘r. Out ot a total revenue 
ot It) lakhs which (iovcnmient collect from tlic di'itrit-l <»t ('hitta^ron^f, 
the Ciovernmcnt kfuLs mahul there produces a revenue of about Hs. 8 
lakhs and there is khax maiuil ili^ixiisaiA there. 'I’his is really a very 
deplorable state of thiiijjrs for tlie (fov<*rnment which occupies dual 
<*apucity of landlord and State. The district hoard has established 7 
thana dispensaries then* recently— say, b or 7 years ajro. These dis- 
pensaries have no ade(|uute appliances or medicine. In conclusion, 
I hope that the Ilon’ble Minister will kindly see that essential medical 
facilities are provided there. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I rise to-nij^ht not to enter 
into the merits and demerits of the Medical budget at all hut to bring 
to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister a few’ points which recpiirc care- 
ful consideration. The tirst thing to whieh I draw' liis attention is 
the ulmeuc'e of any money tor extending treatment to persorhs who are 
bitten. by rabid animals in the mufassal. Ever\body in this House is 
perhaps aware of the fact that a good number of people are generally 
bitten by these rabid animals, and the best place for treatment is 
Calcutta.^ But it is very difficult for the mufa.ssal people to come here. 
Of course 1 understand the privilege has been extended to some of the 
district hospitals, but in suhdivisional hospitals rarely anjf arrange- 
ment has been made. The next jM)int which I would like to bring to 

the attention of the Hon’ble Minister is the absence of any grant or 

any money for the encouragement of dentistry in Bengal. A feye 
years back it was under the contemplation of Government to establish 
a Dental College in Calcutta, but unfortunately for want of funds that 
project has been dropped, and I do not know whether Goveniment 
will be able in the near future to have sufficient money for the 
•ehe^e. But there is one thing which the Hon^ble Minister should 

.particularly take into his consideration and that is that a private 

eellege established tn Calcutta is doing very useful w^k and it ic 
cficimitly run by my friend Dr. R. Abmed. t understand tlial 
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repeated attempts have t)een made to ^^et so^ne help from the Govern- 
ment to equip the college with mfdem instruments and medicines, but 
for want funds that gentleman is in great deal of difficulty. I do 
not know wheiher tlie Hon ’hie Minister himself has got a t4K)th-ache or 
not. At least my friend Kazi Eindadul Haque will bear me out what 
difficult position a man fulls in when lie gets tooth-ache. Therefore 
^ submit that the Hoii’hle Minister perhaps will lie able to give me 
eome assurance to-night that he will arrange for helping this parti- 
(!ular Dental C<»ll(ige which is doing useful work in the province as 
well as allot some money, it jiussible, in a supplementary budget for 
the treatment of persons who are bitten b\ rabid animals in the 
inufassal. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAdlO: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I should 
take the opportunity of speaking a few words on this motion. While 
fully recognising the necessity and propriety of giving increased grants 
to hospitals of the metropolis and the mufassal towns, I must say that 
the grant of a sum of Us. l,bO,()(M) to the rural dis])ensaries is by no 
means ade(iuate. The Hon'ble Minister-in-(‘harge, of course, held out 
hopes in his speech that the department will not he found w’anting 
should further assistance he needed in this <lirecti<ni . Sir, there is u 
persistent (leiuaud for the estahlishment of a (liNj)ensarv in each union 
of Ileugal, and I believe that the demand is wholly justifiable in view 
of the fact that cases of malaria, kala-azar ami (»ther diseases are on 
the increase in every village and the existing dispensaries whose number 
is extremely meagre and limited eanii(»t at all copt* with the situation. 
Sir, 1 am told that there are now village disperisuries in Bengal. 
In a province where tin* number ot uniiju.s is ~),0()() with about one 
lakli (»f villages ami such a large ])opulation. bm) village dispensaries 
are too iusuttieieiit to be able to give adequate medical relief to the 
people concerned. If (joveriiiiient annually spend l,b0,()00 rupees for 
529 such dispensaries, the total cost for maintning one dispensary for 
each iini(»n at the rate of lls. 290 on an average will be in the neigh- 
bourhood of Us. 15 lakhs a year, (iovernment now spends Rs. 11 lakhs 
annually for (he sanitary staff. Everyone will admit that this exendir 
ture on the sanitary stuff’ is practically a w^aste, inasmucrh as the 
Sanitary lnst>ectors and their assistants are not properly qualified to 
give necessary aid to the suffering people when epidemics break out 
in particular localities. Therefore, the entire amount spent for the 
maintenance of the. sanitary staff may be at onee r.deased and utilised 
towards the establishment and maintenance of one dispensary in each 
union in this province. I realise that this proposal, if given effect to, 
will cause great hardship to the employees of the Sanitary Derpartment, 
but 1 do feel that it will be fully justified for tbe»greater good of Uie 
cofuatry. 
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• Government now gpends about Rs. 1.50,000 for the rural ilispen* 
series per year. Add this^amount to R^*. 11 lakhs spent on the sanitary' 
staff and yod will get Rs. 12,50.(K)0. You can easily find another 2 
to 3 lakhs by making retrenchment in the department and you can 
get Rs. 15 lakhs on the whole and with this amount the problem may 
be easily solved. The present system of giving indiscriminate contri- 
bution to the dispensaries <-annot be justified, because the authorities 
of the district boards who are clever and prompt are getting more money 
on this head than tlie district boards where the authorities are rather 
callous and indifferent. For example, in Mymensingh district alone 
50 village dispensaries have been granted subsidies and Fnbna ha« 
got subswlies for as main ns 32 dispeiisari«‘s this yi*ar, whereas Xtiakhali 
has got subsidies for 11 such dispensaries and it is my painful duty 
to point out here that my (‘oust ituencx consisting of 20 unions has got 
only two such disjx'iisaries. It subsidy is given in this way without 
proper examination of the local needs of each district, there is Inmnd' 
to be a great injustice, and I submit that the people of other districts 
should n(»t suffer for the indifference and negligence of tin* local autho- 
rities. (lovernment must conn* f(»rwurd to give ecjual medical facilities 
as far a.s possible to all parts of Hengal b\ establishing at least one 
dispensary in each union and when this is do#**. — and 1 believe it (‘an 
be done without much difficulty,-' the pndileni of ]>roviding medical 
help to rural Rengal will be solved to a great extent. 

With these t(‘\\ W(jrds, Sir, 1 appeal to the Hon’ble \l inister-iu- 
charge to best(»w his earnest attention to remove this long-standing 
grievance of rural Bengal b> taking immediate stejis to establish one 
disptmsary in each union throughout the province. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputx S)»euker, Sir, 
the eternal neglect of the mufassai of Bengal which characterises the 
budgetary provisions of the (lovernineiit in pre-autonomy days is still 
reflectwl very markedly in the much vaunted budget (»f the dimmcratic 
popular ^iovernment t(»-day. Sir, if acc(irding to the Xewtfmian law 
matter gravitates towards earth, according to the lamentable law of the 
present Cabinet, the budgetarx provisions gravitate towards Dacca 
and Barisal. Sir, this is a matter which ih not ray inference merely. 
It is a matter which has l>een very clear by the introductory speech 
while the budget was presented by the HoiCble the Finance Minister 
and my inference has been more than borne out by the various speeches 
of the various honourable members of tbe Coalition Parly who have 
just preceded me. Sir, it is my painful duty to make an^ observation 
that the ministers tivday are the ministers of Bengal, but they do not 
kndhr Bengal at it is. They have no comprehensive idea of the vast 
terfitoty of pr«vince nor any idea of the burning needs which M 
pridking the inhalntants of this mighty province day in and day mit. 
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So far as the medical side is concerned, the previous (ioverninent were 
satisfied with making pompous provisions ai^ investing large sums of 
money in centralised institutions. But although the wheel has turned 
and although we seem to be living in a time when decentralisation is 
the order of the day, still, Sir, facing the facts, we find that investments 
are being made in centralist institutions and there are institutions 
which have been kept up in a very miserable condition. The needs of 
rural Bengal are being neglected, neglected to the heart’s content of the 
Cabinet and to the discontent of the rest of Bengal. The Ministry has 
no comprehensive plan so far as the medical side is concerned. This 
will be borne out by one single instame. At page 107 of the Red 
Book of this year we find that out of Rs. 2,00,000 which was, provided 
for a particular expenditure only Rs. 1,17,000 was spent and the rest 
could not be spent because the Ministry had no plan, absolutely no 
avenue for spending this money. 

Sir, you will find, and 1 hope, >ou will agree with me, — and that 
has been made out by the honourable members of tljc (h)alition Tarty 
— that hospitals in the district towns are starving. Through local 
efforts hospitals have come to stay and small subsidies like doles have 
been given from time to time, hut thes(* have not strengtliened these 
institutions, altliough they are the on]> institutions ui)on which the 
mufussul people can rely. 1 will give w)U, Sir, one exampb*. In my 
own district, the district of Murshidabad, the sadar hospital at Berham- 
pore is one of the biggest in the mufassal, which accommodates in 
nt^rmul tinie.^ as many jis loP iinloor palitmis and in the outdoor depart- 
ment about 500 patients are looked after every da>, and in abnormal 
times the figure swells up to several tbou.sandft. I ma> tell you, Sir, 
that the liospital at Murshidabad not onls caters to the patients of 
that distiict but al.s<) caters to the j^atieiiN ot liirbhum, Nadia, Rajshahi 
and Maldn districts, and through the munifictuHa* of one single indivi- 
dual. the Mahaiaja ot I.algola. who is fortunately alive and about 90 
years of age— through the munificence of tliis one single individual — 
this hospital has grown to it'i present dimension, and it is thfough his 
munificence and charit\ tlmt tlie hospital has become one (d the best 
and the biggest in the muiassal. Ileie there is an X-ray installation, 
there is a leper clinic and there are also infectious wards, aud recently 
a baby and maternity ward has also been statred. This has bean 
possible only through the charity and coutrihution of this grand old 
man, and 1 thiuk, it will be borne out by the Hon’ble Maharaja of 
Cossiiubazar who is also a member of the Cabinet. But the hospital 
has gradually come to such a dimension that it is no longer possible 
for private charities to keep it alive. Private collections there are, sub- 
scriptions are collected from month to month and this grand * old 
Maharaja of Lalgola is still helping it. but it has copie to such atcritical 
condition to-dav on aoeount of the withdrawal of the annual 2.000 
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rupees subsidies from \he Red Cross that it may collapse at any time. 
Last year, the Hou’ble Mr. Tamizuddiii Khau, who was in charge 
of this department at that time, had the privilege of visting this 
hospital and he was preceded by no less a person than His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal; and these highly-placed persons had made 
remarks which were extremely flattering and encouraging and they 
had expressed that they would recommend some help from the Govern- 
ment. But 1 am .sorrN to say that in spite oi the attention of Govern- 
ment having been repeatedly drawn to this matter. Government is 
absolutely slow and niggardly in (“oming to the assistance of this insti- 
tution. May 1 ask. Sir, why do siudj things happen y How is it that 
Government which calls itself a p(>pular (iovernment, the (lovernment 
W'hich (*xists tii rough tlic sutVrage of the rural people, go on merrily 
enjoying their oHice onl> 1)> making certain paper propaganda, while 
these ]>eople (»t rural Bengal arc being staivctl iia\ing had no treatment 
in illnessy This is a reasonable <juesti<m. and 1 ho])e the Hon^ble 
Ministt'r will give a satistactory repl> . 

Sir, 1 ver\ much appie< iate I he spirit in which m\ friend Khan 
Huh adur Mauivi .lulaluddin Ahmed has spoken, and I am glatl that 
lie has not proved to he a blind iollower of Government. May I ask 
him, Sir, and the other members ot tbe Coalition l*art> why is it 
j) 08 sible for a Minister to go on merrily spending money on <a‘riaiii 
favourite institut i(»ns wliile inufasNal Ibuigal is being starved y So far 
as my district is conceined, (here are lour members in this House from 
that district, of wliiih one belongs to tbe Gp]»osition and tbe other 
three to the (\>alition Carty. Every di8tri<*t is re))resented in the 
(^oalition Party, and it is no use merely charging the (lovernnnuit w-’ith 
negligeiue. 'I’here is tlie (^>a]itn»n Party. It is ned the Ministers’ 
Government,-- it is th(‘ Government (d‘ the members of the (atalition 
Party, — and it is for them to go on stock-taking and answ'er their own 
conscience and answer the oppositioni.st.s. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: 

I 'rrfu: rhxw? atw 

*rrt^' c?tw cw cflwctr* 

TO TO wrf^ cro? cjr nri't bR bR 

enro ot ctotcvi ■a?’ csttcr to <d:s( 

aTO3 to \ stotf 

tifTOR ^ TO ^ aTO enrs 

»fr»R ^ TO RTT R uiTv ^vrna rntiro 

niOT =tTt m ^ C’fTc? <>tut juitut 

‘ TOfT Rr?rr *Fr?F^ cr crof *rn!i show to to 

I ^ show CTO Rntr af? cro to! ^ «i i 

TO crop totto c«?m at cottcu ctrru 

«ru tiro *RTOt tr^iFT rttor *?ni San umi a^rtr cticv 
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^TTCiP^, WnW retrenchment COT 

^ cor <Rl?r l*r?i •ralr^ Sjc? Uiriwh ^nw Tfi^col 

cjmco CTOT ^1 ^TTtocU? 5WTOT «ifiwTX»i^ <Fta*n?[, 5^;o?n <r1c^ 

0^ 5 new fTTf^JC^CS? ewr^^n" C^T?W «ir?r «nif retrenchment, fw^ 

firc!hjci^*(r wc*<« 4 «(tr wrr jr^^^rrsR^ «iPdTO c«rc»r ci Wc?Hrrf5v 
«fjp»fcn*^ 40^1^ r*rTC5 "rnR crf^iciP' ®[T?'itfc®R orsor f^^rc^rw? Thc 4 snirr c?w 

cw fHe*fti«w I w 51W «pm taeir^tr? 

n*fT<^r wlx ^1 c^ =rr TO anerr to 5w f^torirtM f>*ncr s 

w <a^ aiTQonr otto ^rWoi or-ro c^ to arron 

<ii{|W *9^ ^TO*^**^* TO 5^1C^ ^ <9-TO *r*0l5TfT TOCO *10 ^ TOft ailHH 

TOH" I opposition aiPOlWOTC? atTTTOr TO ' 4^<bK * 1CH< CTO « 

awiMi ai*\4tii <F*rr^ *T*®rc^ c^c^rs cor^^c^ c^ft?ico *rr?tcoT *4^ 

retrenchment TO^TTOlOF CTOTCO TOCOT OTTO TOT TOT I fTO 

retrenchment TOC*< aTO ^zm ^otS* C? Ol^T-sTO f^TO CTOCf=r 
OTTOT C^ ‘TOT CTOFOT TO C^FR TOTT-OTO aTRCf 

TO*t TOT atro retrenchmenta? TO t^^TO CTOCFT. 0T5Tt a^T«ierO ! 
OC<TC5|PTO fTO?[ *R f5R TOC«T-a(TOC«T AR'bI<1CH4 CTO S sUfif ^Tt^ CbTCTORI 
CFlt OTTO ^TO *T[;OT C^ tTO 0T?T sincere OT5TTO retrench* 

mnetav TO TOl TO?[ *(^t[ (Hear, hear) ?rtR retrenchment 

TOOf TO 5[T. taxation a?I« C^T^^Tt aiTOT; 0<R aiTTO <TO«fC*PTO 

CTOff TOTO TOT arSTO CmcOI CTO? 5ni 5nF CTO afo to C?TCn 
CTO TO. «n? amtRrr aTO cro *rarr c*ttot. a?t yT;c«T-RTOT ta 
JTTTOr cTOC?r, z^ cro to aiRicK^ c^c*r? ?!? cro 

TO OTTO a'^lTO show ^T'tCTO CTO «T?TO^ «(TTO ?n a^ SCTO C?Tf8T. 
^tOn'CH'CC^ OTTO? TOT argm? C?TCO TO a?t ^0 CTO? ^ aRT C? CTO $TO[ 
CTOCO? C?TCO? 5TO CTO ?TO TOTO ?T0 fOCO TOI OT? OC? ?f? *T?TO 
?? l>TOO?« CTOCO ?C?, TO ??TO 9? 0*nO TO'bT?!? TOC? TOCO TO. a?t OOT* 

WT cTOtcoTOo ?TrcofTOco arroTTO a?^ ^rTO’itco? cto?ck? c?o? « aTO^ 
TOCO TO! oar snr cro cro? ?tc? an? an??T aorc? c?tco ainn? ctocot. a ciico 
nre? ^\ CTOTO TOO-JT^JT a[?»rPOT?1 ??. TO OTCO? C?TCO? 00? 0 ; tb? <FW TOCOT 

?T?i So?;;o ^?? c?«?T ?t? ot?t c?To?;;f ?co nTc?i oico? ?^c? ?Tto f;J>co ore?. 
OTTO ?T5T?T? to C? CTO step C?0?r TO OT TO amWT 0*lTO ?T CTOCO 
orf? OTTO arroTTO aoTc? tot? cto ‘tot? TOi cot to «TO aoor of? w f co* t 
OTTO? 0C?0 «raO? TORI 0^ TO CTO oT?0 » n?l a*0*TO TOR a?^ OTfT 
OTTOIRI CTOCO 0T?T CTO ?00 ant? OTO TOCO bT? anO?T OTOTCO OTTOT CTOCO 

s^to ant? 1 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, hostile criticisms have been 
levelled against the Government for their failure to do what^they should 
have done. The Hon'ble the Chief Minister the other day, while reply- 
ing to the criticisms an the Education budget demands, Vjpry golilely 
said — **spmtthing attempted, something achieved, and something 
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remains to be achievedS” It wonld be, indeed, uncharitable, rather far 
from truth to say that tha present Ministry has not attempted to do 
real substantial prood to the vast population of the country. True it is 
that the much-talked-of millennium could not be brought to the country 
overnight as the friends opposite would want one to do. Sir, time has 
taught the people t(» distinguish between u^ork and professions, business 
and tall talks. 1 need hardly dilate upon those points. Although a 
few dozen of people in this House sitting opposite do not admit that 
the vast rural Bengal une(i\ii vocally recognises that the Huq Ministry 
has proved a boon to the country at large, the ameliorative measures 
that have been brought into the Statute Bot»k. have really changed the 
very outlook of tlie country and can challenge un> civilized nation in 
the worl^, regard being had to the shortness id time and the hostile 
atmosphere in the House. 

1 would now proceed to make some observations on the Medical 
Demands. Sir. in a hiidget of Id erores of rupees only lakhs and 
odd have l>een alhdted to head "dS — Medical.” The problem is so 
vast and vital but the apj)roach is so meagre and faltering. Then again 
there is the vice of the tendeiiev to centralization. Of the total dispen- 
sation under this head only a ver> infinitesimal portion will flow' to 
the rural areas of Bengal, while praetically the W'hole of it is dispensated 
to be spent in cities and towns, honouring the maxim “carrying coal 
to Newcastle.” 

Sir, every year thousands ot jieople are ruthlessly being carried awray 
by the pest of malaria, kala-uzur and other fell diseases. Rural Bengal 
is paying a heavy toll of deaths (»f her sons and daughters annually. 
Some districts of Bengal are going to he depopulated. Yet the j>rohlem 
being so vast and of such great magnitude. I fail to see why (Jovenirnent 
should not tackle tlie situation more l>oldly and more conifirehensively. 

Sir, time has come when the whole situation should he overhauled 
and the wlude outlook and aj>proach should be changed. If you want 
real prosperity td the country, >ou must first giv«‘ henltl) and vigour 
by meditml help to the real prodm'ers of the wealth of the nation, who 
have been described by Sir Mirza ls?nail as “patron saints of the vil- 
lage” and by you. Sir, as “men behind the plough.” What a shocking 
sight it is to 8€^ people dying without medicines and without food? 
I do not like to dilate upon those points any further. My specific and 
definite suggestion is that (jovernment should establish one charitable 
dispensary within every two unions. I am told that there is a scheme 
like this before the Government, but I fail to see why Government is 
heftiiating to put the scheme into operation. The question of financ^e 
may be raised. But finances have to be found on*. The present mal- 
adjgstmeiit between ]arban and rural areas should be properly adjusted. 
Fiaaii<^ should be made available. The diseased, half-fed, and the 
tU-clad tillers of ll|e soil expect much at the hands of the pneiettt 
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Hon’ble Minister, Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. •The country has full 
confidence in him, and T hope he will kindl|r so husband his resources 
that the much-neglected countryside may no longer be neglected and 
may usher in a new era of health and prosperity to the country at 
large. 

Mr. 8YE0 AHMAD KHAN: 

a’OT crrif 

CTO? ?T^«pr? i^a sr f^\ tot? to? to??- 

f?fy c?rc? c?c? i ?r ®[rc? ctc^q ^ 8 n?c?, 

«rt?^H>? ??;«t TOf( TO 9 [ ?? ?Ti <Ji*R TOTT c*T? CTO^ CRTOCi ?r^ 5 n? 

f?CTO TO? C? IjPPT 5 ? ?T®iM TOTT TO? I 

\T?*l C^PtGS? 9RT C^lfS C^TfS 5 t?T ?T?-??P? C?TC^ to?? I ?TO5 ??T?, 
?n?T, ??■(?(« I, ?t?? ?f«tTOv? f?TO?? iSRT TOS &m ?T?-??r? CTO? TOTO 
f?? ?T?T TOO? TOC TO? C^FC? C?tC5 ?'J^Ci5 tTO (>T?T ?C? TO?? 

«C?T ??? ?T?-??TCR? W ??T ?? TO? ?C?? C?^I f1?-TO?^ 

I5?fi5? ^ ??? ??T ?? Minister ?T ?C?? (>1?? C??: I ??? iaC?C? 

5RT Primal y tw? ?T2P?r? TOT ??T ?? Minister?! ?C?? C? tax 

?r?^ ?r CTO? Primary f??r? 35?? TOT ?T? ?T 1 CT? ?? ?? ??/?[?! 

f??C?? ?*(> CTO^ CTOTO TO?? d?? f?C? <9?^ M^TO? ?C*?T4^ ?I? ?*TFR 

??TO a-TOT C?T?C? C?C?? (JTTOT TOTI? fTO; TOT ?i? ?r» 

«[rf? ?f? ?r?T ??-?®?t^ ?c?, ?tc?? rtjt i(f?^*?f«T?. ?ot. ??T?T«[r?i c?^ 

TO? TO? TO?? ??R?T? <C*?I<?5 TOT 

TOCTC?? C?? CW C?W?-?T?I C?Tn CTO5 ?C?C?1 t?f(1? ?HTC5?r ??? <9C?C? 

?rsr5 CTOTCTO TO? C?t?^f?C?? RT?T^ TO? 5TfT? tf? ?Tl TO^ TOI^ 

c?c? c?t?9l TOTOC?? fro; fro; ?t?t?j t?c? c?W?-»rra? f??5T? tot \Sfu%\ ??? 

?7TOT? ^;???r? c?T?c? ?t. h^???tc?<i ^nro?? srt <rc5i'ci> ?t?-??p? cto? 

f??i TOcrc?? 8r?>t;j? c^tro ?tw e toto ?rc? c?t?9*t wrc®'? 

?T?T?T f?C? ?t??|[? ?![?^ ??5^? C?fTO TOS?? ?T? ?TC?C?? f?R^tH{A5 ToT<< TOCi? 
?ftC? ?T? CTO? <!IC? C?TC? «9TO? CUT? di8i)en8ary ?^C?C?, TO ?TO? 

c?TO CTO? ?;j? c?TO*«i ^ muM to c?W? ?Te?ipT?r cro? 

C?9?T I ?‘?f^C?? ?I?T?T?^fTO5 C?f?f? f??l? ?T?^ TOT fTOJ[ 

TTOJ[ ?TTOn TOT 1 TOT? C9C9 l ?r I TOC?C^ ?Tf? C4i 

?:???[? CTO f5^«FT? ?T CTO? afT5 TO Tto; I f?^-???1 ?*a1c?? «(C??r ?f;9T 

? 7 ?f?i rr?T m cro to? cottc?? 9 t??t? tro? c?^— TO?r ?? 
CTO? c??i froj c??c? c??T? c? 5 n? fro^ ??i ^?c^? SnT®? ?c?t cro?* 
C?T?C? Cn?T ?C?? 5 TTO C?^l ®[?TT?T TOT? C??!? (jTTO C?TC?C? CTO? ^?CTO C?®?? 

IJtto c?ti «rff? «n? c??! fro; c?tto Rt ?ti ?f? f?TO? viTt>t? ?r?r 

??TO ?C? ?CTO TOTO ?t??C*? aCTO ?5f??C? CTO? dispenaaiyr f - 

?CTO>^ CTO? f?? ?C»? ?C»? f?TOT ?TC? TO dispensary W 

seat C?C? TO? TO ?T?TO CTO? fTOi TO?? 9RT ?f? fpfTO^T S ^TOTOS? 
TOTO TO ?r C?«?T t? TOTO? TOT ?*l?C? ?T TOT? ?f?Tl* 
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•Mtuim MD. ABDUL AZIZ: nimfs 

^u^ T R r vmios zm ^ s^ff® c^rsift 

^1 OT 35? OT, »wm »i^<rnr 

^ 3Ri f ! >f - » ' <?n - y TO «a stoj aro. ot "tskto a«Fn»t« sow sot, w? 

^ tfTV^i; ; f B i : ^ toic^ <*i[bc?i ?TX«n ( A member : c^kb^?) 

fsfpm STTO carro? to ?n1xi ^ mm ctoc«r "otr^ fw 
COTR” cm TOPrml. ^ ;in aims *iw ^>it ss. n^«4fHl 

c a ns F ws csK? csTT? cms ^ ^-cts sws tnroi a*TO sw arro 
idea SOTO, am nrsmi :s armir taf marfsi ( (Mr. A«iMri>piN 
Ahmed : aimrr «iTm« ^rr:*! ?rrt^i) aro w acawTtw 

sc*^ i' s»^ wr rcT «ij?fs w m «rsr5? csrt^^’mtv’? f^^ars scmaro nsV^ ^nti 
BTOT af^ aR^ms ot:? «id^ cs aiw. ac^ SSfssw 45 Ush 

TOST Wfws srmro ms emi «imcss arcss air^ ass tost cs ass am 
snu i:s sfRTs susT «(T¥ c^pts t^ws scmro ss srti (Mr. M. 

Shamst’ddin Ahmed mU TOm fss ;tti) tbtmrrs cteus arms rrom 

sar*c. sncafssTS. <?Tai»s^.s €t»S'’^fsc \ I^aujjthwr. ^ms ws s*s;m 
smcis TOCssS ccTi sts csiiacis - 

s'sThs ars ST fcs ST fcs ccrms asm ams ss. 

;rr s;;tsf:s. csrs sr rstTO. Ss< crtsrs stots ss i 
s;;fs ^Fs f*? jfss sitsc csss rfro aTC?'' 
m csssT fsrs, s;;fsfcs cs fs^rs 
anl-tscs stj^rts srcsi 

STST STc Zm ^TTST STSOT S^mcS CS^S ' ^ C^T^fCSTt sfSCSS ^TrCS iJiHCb TOSl 

(Mr. Abk HossaIN SaRKER C^ TO^T ars SSTS hicssst tocisi) siy 

ca T im amrs cars tutss s^tssrs arcs ^ sr ^ftcss sti stst yicns sitro 
arsTS cars s;;;:tr srti arts wfcs*?csf aa^ asjsrs carstr — 5 itcrs fbtaero airs 
S[S cTO cc csTca 5*m aa^ as^Fss csm^j tossi csSt ctop a^ cs al 
g T S g sc s*? sm «Trcs^* cstats cvrcsmai ancgrr msTsics «;-aa$T 

cstats acasf arcs, as^ zh aaraa arnsr^r «tss i utrrcs <iajT fstsm acw <f;ca 
sfs cstaiS^ H T C g s css m f»rais scmro ssi snr. ^rsca cs ss cslaTasi to 
5 ^ arcs 5ITCS CWCS^ CaiTO STTSS asr 5Tr*S TOW carscssi 

(Mr. M. Shamst-ddin Ahmed ftcss to^ nrUTs c^twtwtt^jt^ carscssi) 
arts arm ats arsrs a^ tots as^ra to carscss i (From the 

Pbaja Group. arfss, arias u ars 'irf«fca*5 TO nTBisi^TCS tTOm acaa 
Cairo asi^ssT acs acss ^jrro TOrro^fro ^TOm scmro caro tTO« 
aiasT SCSI i cmns srcas fbta^ro aro ^ to i 

Mr. HARENORA NATH OOLUl: Mr S|»eaker, Sir, 1 Wg ta 
support the motion notved by Mr. Baiierjet* thi.** afternoon in budget 
deblite. In thia connection 1 wish tp speak a few words about the 
importance of hon^eopathic treatment amongst the inhabitants of this 
province. 
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The system of medical treatment by homeopathy is not nnknoVn 
to the people of this land. Almost all the civilised people on the face 
of the earth recog-nise it and speak highly of its marvellous action on 
human system. 

It is a scientific treatment, Sir. It is based purely on laws and 
dogmas of nature. Natural laws are the predominant factors of this 
system of medical treatment. The morbid condition of a man itself 
inditiates the r^ed\ just required for the healing of the disease. So 
the signs and syraptonis are the only <Titeria to proceed with this nature 
treatment. 

In order to be uc(|uainted close to the plays of nature Rn a sick 
person it takes into its study anatomy, physi(dogy, botany, chemistry, 
midwifery, putlndogy, surgery and niinierous works of eminent physi- 
cians of the world. 

The preparation of medicine administered hy homeopathic treatment 
is really a miracle. Single remeds an<l miiiiitenness of its dose is the 
characteristic feature ot tlie .system <if treatment. The more the medi- 
cine is minute, the greater is the action promj)t on human economy. 
The method of treatment is very simple and less troublesome to the 
patient as well us t(» the househod. It is als«) less exj>ensive in com- 
parison with otlicr systems of treatment. xVimost all the diseases 
current in this province — typluud, phenumonia, (diolera, small-pox. 
tuberculosis and even the tell <lisease like malaria an* also successfully 
treated h> this system of medical treatment. 

It is hy no means. Sir, inferior to the other school of medicine 
which is favoured and highly patnuiised hy this our present Govern- 
ment. I do not know why our Government refrains from patronising 
and recognising such a beautiful .s\stem of medical science. It is a 
matter of great regret. Sir, that our present Government demands from 
the public a huge sum moue\ in order tt) creutt* u Homeopathic 
Faculty Hoard of Recognition. It is really a disgrace to thui Govern- 
ment to demand siuh public* money. 

In this present cTitical moment of economic distress throughout the 
length and hreudth of thi.s country, when the cry for medical help from 
remotest corner of the rural areas reaches tlie ears of Government autho- 
rities and when they wish to turn their deaf ear to it, my humble 
suggestion under these circumstances is : Jet our Government help in 
the spread of this system of medical treatment and start charitable 
^spensuries and hospitals in different unions in different districts of 
the province*. It is absolutely necessary and I know from my experience 
that people want it and love it. At a very mintmum expenditoie a 
large number of patients can be helped, and thereby it will leeaen tlie 
burden of demand on this head on budget estimate. 
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•With tiiese few words, ^Sir, I support wholeheartedly the motion of 
Mr. Banerjee on my rijfht and resume my seat. 

ikr. ABDUI.LA-AL MAHMOOD; Siji; as Uie time at my disposal 
is very sluirt and* as tlm discussion uw this subject has already become 
a leujrthy one, 1 must Ik* ver\ brief in ni\ rema rks. 

Sir, it is jrratifyin^f to note tliat the (loverninent liave proceeded 
with some of tlie scluumvs wliich we y-ave notice of before. In this 
year's budget althougli there not intich mone\ jjrovided for the 
establishment of rural dis])ensari<*> and otlier matters, there is still 
some liope that this work will he done in the near future, and I 
would rt*(uest the Hou'hle Mifuster to expedite tlie matter as early 
as possible. To-(la> , Sir. 1 am onl\ putting fornarcl soirn* sugges- 
tions for the consideratioTi of the Hon’hle Minister in chargt‘ of 
Medical and Ibihlic Health. 

Jls. lO.lKKl has been provided as reeurring grant-in-ui<l' to the 
Jadavpur Tuherculosis Hospit.il on eomlition that 11) ht*ds shall he 
kept reHe,tved for tin* people of the mufas.siil. I would recpiest the 
Government to s«*e that these 10 heds are kept availal)le for the 
mufassal peo])le. As \se all kuo\% that tiiherculosi.s is rapidly 
spix'ading, some immediate steps should lu' taken in this direction. I 
suggest that tlie Assistant Surgeons in all the .subdivisions should liave 
a .short course of training sd that the people of the hnnility who are 
suspe»-ted to he suffering from t ulxTculosis may have free examination. 

I M’ould also point out that (jovernment should (‘stabli.sh a sani- 
tarium for the treatment of tuherculosis without delay. In this 
connecti(»n I ma> say lhal tin* site selected at Kalim]>ong is the )K»st 
in our opinion. Hut (government mn.A furtlier investigate into the 
matter of a suitable place : what we want, however, is that without 
wasting further time (bivernment should establish a tuh«»rculosis 
aanitarium. 

AnoliK'r thing. Sir, wliicli 1 want to draw the attention of the 
Honlde Minister to is that theix* is a huge number of lepers through- 
out Bengal: I do not know if Government is taking any measure to 
prevent the spreading of this fell diseaw. I .suggest that a home for 
tbe lepers be established : they should not lx* allow ed to roam about 
in the streets and spread the disease. 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and was allowed one 
minute to finish his speech.) 

One word I would like to say with regard to the admission W 
piatienU into the Medical College HospiUls. Last year in my speech 
I flointed out the difficulty about getting admission mto the Medical 
CoUagl^ Hospitals^ Bir, the fact is that a person who can get lecom- 
• mandatioiia of big vem or approach throng^ a doctor can get admiastoa 
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into the hospital easily, but those who caiyiot get such recomiRehda- 
tions seldom get admission. Then, Sir, differential treatment is meted 
out to the patients in the hospital. Such differential treatment should 
not exi.st, and I draw the attention of the Hon’blo Minister to this 
fact for remedy. It is very difficult for mufas-sal people to get 
admission into the Medical College Hospitals and unless they could 
spend some money they are refused admission. 

Tlien, Sir, another thing is in conein tion with the scheme adum* 
brated by the (jovernment to establish union board dispensaries. I 
think it "would solve the problem of .scarcity of water if Government 
could establish one dispensary in two unions for the presei^ without 
making any delay in the matter of giving effec^t to the scheme. Then, 
Sir, eye dispensaries should be established in every district for the 
treatment of blindness and bad vision. If it is not possible at present, 
then increase the numln^r of travelling eye di.si>en8aries. 

Mfi ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE S Sir, I would like to have only a 
few minutes and let me begin with the Hon 'hie Minister's statement 
not from the beginning but from his concluding portion where he has 
said that Government have no Aladin's lam]). May 1 request the 
Hon’ble Nawab Hahadur t(» go in search of Sultan Saladin's talisman 
80 that he can find some remedy!^ 

Willi this remark, let me come to m\ own point. I am s]H*aking 
on behalf of a charitable dispensary in the village of Kaigram under 
the union board of Noagram, police-station Lohagara, in the district 
of Je.ssore. Government have, it 1 am correct, d'eclared their inten> 
tion to start a new dis]iensary in very union board; but 1 would like 
to draw the attention of the Hon 'hie Minister to the fact that far from 
establishing new dis^Huisaries in new union hoards, they have utterly 
failed in maintaining those disjHuisaries which have been in existence 
for more than ‘20 years. The dispensary of which particularly I am 
speaking has bt*eii in existence for more than 20 years and was started 
with the understanding with the Government of Bengal that in cases 
of financial difficulty, they would stH* that the district board would 
help it to some extent. But for the last 10 years, the contribution 
from the district Iniard has been gradually decreasing and now the 
condition of the dispensary has become hopeless. Under the 
^oumstiuu'es, may 1 draw’ the attention of the Hon'ble Minister not 
to make declarations— I mean, big declarations — of starting dispen- 
saries in every union board, but at least to maintain those dispenaariee 
which are in existence for the last 20 years or more than thatf^ I 
would request the Hon^ble Minister to attend to the needs ot rural 
Bengal and see if they can at least maintain the exiating diapenaariea. 
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Sir, there are so manji other points to be discussed, but I do not 
wish to indulge in them. Still I cannot but mention only one point 
regarding blindness and the travelling eye dispensaries of which 
Attention was made by the Hon’ble Minister. Perhaps the Hon*ble 
Minister is not aware of the fact that there are many strong, healthy 
young men who have lost their eye-sight due to glocuma or due to 
beri-beri. What have these travelling eye dispensaries been doing so 
long? If the Hon’ble Minister tours in rural IVngal, the information 
will be easily available as to what i.s the total number of youths who 
have lost their eye-sight due to glocuma or due to beri-beri. 1 hope 
that with these few words, 1 would be able to draw the attention of 
the Hon^le Minister to do the neeilful in the matter of the dispensary 
1 have just mentioned. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocas 

Sir, when the first Minister for Loial Self-tJovernment got up to move 
his demand in this Hou.se and explained' that he had not the time to 
study the dejiartment under his charge he got claps from the other 
side for making a statement oi that iharacter. When I explained 
that 1 had only taken charge alxmt three week.s ago, 1 heard a long 
and delightful sjieecli from my trieiul Mr. Waliur Rahman. 1 would 
suggest to him that lie would ask his ex-Minister friend what he had 
done for a year while he was the Mini.ster in charge of the Local Self- 
Government Department. 

Now, Sir, let me turn to the cut motion moved hy my friend 
Mr. J. N. Rasu. 1 wish to inform him that the Government are 
sincere in estahlishing the.se dift’eixmt indigenous faculties and e^ertain 
faculties have already been established, Tiiere is already, as far as I 
understand, a surplus of more than 30 to 40 thousand rupees. Now, 
when these faculties have been established and wdien they come for- 
ward to Government for necessary expenses in establishing medical 
in8tiluti#n8, it shall he considered hy Government and given a 
sympathetic consideration. Rut till then it is difficult for Govern- 
ment to go out of their way to hud'get any sum for these different 
faculties. 

Regarding the Homeopathic Faculty. 1 can u.ssure my friend 
Mr. Sanyal that a Homeopathic Faculty is going to be established 
very soon. They have already collected a large sum of money, and 1 
trust that within a few weeks it will be established, and if they come 
up to Government after the Faculty had been established and ask 
Government for any help. Government will sympatheiicfniy consider 
tbif proposal. 

M/ friend Mr.* Giasuddin Ahmed has .been saying that Govern- 
mniit baa not established di^enaaries in evei;y village. I am afraid 
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that it i« liot j> 08 nible for any Government to establish a dispensary m 
everj village. There are about a lakh of villages, and it will require 
a lakb of diMi>eiiMarie8 and with the present finances of Govemrtient it 
is almost impracticable. But I have already mentioned that the 
Government is proposing to establish dispensaries in every two unions 
and that prc^posal has matuml and 1 hope in a very short time I shall 
come up ])efore the House with a supplementary budget so that we 
may be able to establish a dispcuisary in every two unions in Bengal* 
That is a preliminary. If the finances of Government are sufficient, I 
can assure the House that we shall then try to establish a dispensary 
in every union. (“Hear, hear” from Coalition Benches.) 

There were* many otlier gentlemen who spoke at great length, but 
1 am sorry I could not follow them properly, hut they indulged more 
or less in criticisms. My friend, Khan Baliadur Abdur Rouf, I think, 
made a mistake when he said that Government has only granted 
Rh. ‘.^,700 for disjjensaries. Government has granted Ra. 1,50,000 as 
a recurring grant for union board diH])ensaries. 1 said in my state- 
ment that Government has not made any provision for the Public 
Health Cnits. Then* is a scheme in regard to this and as soon as that 
scheme is approved by the Finance Department, we shall provide 
money in a siippleinentary budget. 

In regard to food adulteration, 1 do not see how it comes into the 
budget. But I can assure the members of the House and we are 
bringing in a Bill in July Session next wJiich will In* a comprehensive 
Bill and include the question of food adulteration and other subjects 
of the Public Health Department. 

My friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar w’anted me to announce a grant 
to the Dental Gollegt* in Calcutta. I can assurt* him that Government 
has already appointed a Dentistry Board and if this Dental College 
applies to this Board which is being established and if the Board 
approve of it. Government wdll certainly consider the question of 
granting sufficient funds for this Dental (^lllege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: N uwab Bahadur, I hope you are not replying to 
the Lohagara Dispensary (laughter). 

Thf Hon’blt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I can assure my friend, Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed, that Gov- 
ernment will sympathetically consider all the suggestions he has made, 
and we shall try and' see if it is possible to carn^* out all his sugges- 
tions. 

In the same way all the suggestions that have been made ^ by 
different members will be considered sympathetically, and I oaa aasuie ■ 
that we shall try our best to see if we chn aeoode to Hietr 
dottuoida. 4- 
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" Sir, I think I haTe replied to all the points raised and in the state- 
ment I have .laid before the House 1 have explained the Government 
position and what I propose to do. I haw nothing? further to say, 
and I would request the honourable inemWrs to withdraw their cut 
motions. Otherwise I will have to oppose them. 

The motion of Mr. Jatindra Nath Husu that the demand of 
Rs. 51,27,000 under the head “dS — Medi«-ul" be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The demand of Mr. GiasudViin Ahnu^l that the demand of 
Rs. 61,27,000 for expenditure under the head “dS — Medicar’ be 
reduced lA' 100 was then put and a division taken with the follow- 

ing result . 

AYEa— 44. 


AM«I WahM. Mawifi. 

A4« Mantlfl laaiuir. Baalai 
A4«l Faal. Mr. mi. 

Ahaiai KhM, Mr. Syai. 

AalMaMia Afematf, Hr. 
laiiwtl. Mr. f . 
taatflaa. Hr. framatha Mali 
taaa, Mr. taataai Kumar. 

•Itvaa, Mr. luraaira Kali, 
ehakraiartf, Aaiv Naranira Narayaa 
Oiaatfiari, Rai Haraaira Mali. 

Oaa. Rain Maiim Ciaaira. 

Daa, Rain Raiiaaati. 

Daa Rapta, Raiu Kiagaaira Rati. 
Datta, Mr. DWrtnira Mali. 

Oaiai. Mr. Haraaira Mali, 
f aitfaial Nagaa, Kaai. 

Riaaa, Hr. Atal Krtaiaa. 

RiaaaMla Aimatf, Mr. 

RapCa, Mr. ^agaai Oiaaira. 

Naaaa AH Riaviiary, Sr. lyas. 
4aaai AM «ajaai«ar, Haalvi. 


Riaa, Mr. Dtiaadra tail 
Kamar, Mr. Atui Ciaalra. 

Kaatfa, Hr. Riaillia Rati. 

Haiti, Hr. Nliunja Raiari. 

Mali. Mr. Advaita Kamar. 

Hajumiar, Mri. Mamaprtta. 

Hal. Mr. lavar tiaaira. 

Haaial, Mr. Amrlta LM. 

Haniruaiamaa latamaiaii, Maalaaa Hi. 
Haginl Mtaala, Hr. 

Maiiarji, Hr. Okiraaira Harayaa. 
Hakkarji, Dr. Ikaral Okaatra. 

Hnlliak. trijat Aakniaak. 

Ramiiaiila Akmai, Hr. 

Ray, Hr. Rkara Okaaira. 

Ray, Hr. Haamatka Httk. 

•aayal, Dr. Naliaaktka. 

•aayal. Hr. taaaakar takkar. 

•kakaiall. Hr. 

•kaaMuMla Akmai, Hr. H. 

•laka. trijat Haaiatra RkiMa. 

WaNar Rakmaa, HaaNi. 


AMU Alia, Haataaa. Hi. 
AMU Natl, Hr. HIraa. 
AMal NaAi. Hr. Him. 
AMH NaaM. Hr. A. H. 

. AMal Karta^ Hr. 

AMal HUM. nr. tyai. 


AMar Na a k ati, Maahrl H*. 


Am Haaaia AliaMt, Hr. 



MEH— T1. 

AaM Naaaala Kkaa, Haatai. 

Aikar AR. Haaltl. 

RairaMaJa. Hr. tyat. 

CWppMtata. Hr. J. W. 

Daa, Hr. AaakU OkaMrt. 

Oaaa, Raka Dakaairi Natk. 

FarkM Rata Rktvikary. Hr. H. 
rarkat Raaa Kkaaam, Ragam. 

FaHar Rakmaa. Hr. (Daaaa). 

RyaaaiHa Akmat Okaatkarr, Alkaif> 

NaMkaRak. tka Naa'Ma Ravak Rakaiar R.. af 
Daaaa. 

Matiaaila kkaatkarl, HaMai. 

NaaNiaMM Akmai, Kkaa taUk. 

NaaHNaa, Hr. K. A. 

HaarHiiiAHr.R.4. 

Ma gmaM , Hr. Hagara. 
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i m mw it f Abati, Mr. 

■•IsbMN Ab»N, ■lalvi. 

■MmMIii CbfMbbvrf. ■••hrf. 

■abIbbNMta Abaa^t KMa labibar ■••Ivl. 
■Mbal, flr. AankM ■ibiri. 

■aabtl. «r. 4afbt Obaatfra. 

■War. Mr. 0. 

■Mlaa All, Mallah, Maalti. 

■auaaNi Hbb, Haalti Mi. 

■abaaaab Afiaf, Kbaa lablb Maalvi lf«d. 
■•taaaai Ibrabla. Maalti. 

■abaamai Itba^aa, Maalti. 

Mabaaaatf IMbifaa. Kbaa Kabaiar Dr. tyatf. 
MBHIak,tba Maa'bla Mr. Mahaaia labary. 

Mallkh« Mr.^aHa tabary. 

MaalataaMi Na^aa, Mr. lyab. 

Daabf, Iba Naa*bla Mabarala irkabaabra. at 
af Oaaalaibaiar. 


NaiaraMi, Nawabaala K. 

RaafaaMla, tba Haa’Ma Kbwaja Hr. R.t.I.f . 
Ilalbal, tba Haa'bla Mr. Araaabaa Dab. 

Raaaar Rabaua Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, tba Naa'Ma Hr Rijay Rraaai llayb. 

Ray, Mr. Patkaai. 
lababa Alaai, Mr. lyai. 
taHai. Mr. I. A. 
laaaaltab. AI-HaJ Maalaaa Or. 
tarkar, Raba Maibaaabaa. 

IbahabaaaiB, Mr. Kbvaja, e.R.C. 
tbaaiiBbaia AhaNi Kbaaikar, Mr. 
ilr«ar, babe LHta Maaia. 
lailtb, Mr. N. irabaat. 

TaailaaMia Kbaa, tba Haa’bla Mr. 

Tafal Abaiab Cbaaihery, MaaNi HHi. 

Zabar AbaMb tbaabbary, Maalti. ^ 


Tlu* Ay(\(i heiiij^ 44 and the Noes 71, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Dr, Sharat Chandra Miikhorji that the demand of 
R«. TjI, 27,000 for expenditure undV^r tlie liead “38 — Mwlical” be 
reduced by Kh. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Flabil)ullah Bahadur, 
of Dacc’a, that a sum of K«. 51,27,000 be ^^ranted for exi)enditure under 
the head “38 — Mfslical” wa.s then put and a^^roed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before 1 adjourn th(‘ House, 1 may say that 
aft4‘r a d'isi ussion betw’tH*n the (tpj)o.sit ion and tlie (.'oalition Burties we 
have come to an a^nnunent that thme will be no sittinp;“ of the 
Aasembl,N on Saturday, the Kith Manli. In order to adjust that, I 
Lssued a circular to-day that it is possible that we ma> take up “Land 
Keveniie" to-morrow' and continue it till Monda> 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, it will be very difficult for 
us to take up Land Revenue to-morrow’. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1. and Revenue’* 

is a major head. 


Mr. SPEAKER: We sh all tr> to take it up to-morrow. I do not 
want to finish it to-morrow. Discui^sioii on it will be continued ob 
Mon<laY next. 


Adjournmmt. 


It being 8-5 p.ni. — ^ 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 15ik 
Mareh, 1940, at the Assembly Houae, Calcutta, 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asslmijly iniM in llu* Asst‘mb)\ ('uU’uttu, on Friday, 

the l')th March, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr JtjK'xikcr (like Klian lta)ta<lu) M. A/.i/ri. Haqub, 

in the ('haiT, 1(» llon hlf Miin.sters ami iu4‘inlH‘r‘<. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Vacancies niled up by District Judge, Bakarganj, after March 17, 

1938. 


*228. Kh«i Sahib Mauivi 8YED MD. AFIAL: (a) U the Hon hlr 

Minister in ehiir‘^'(‘ of the »1 u<1h ki 1 Department aware— 

(i) that all the \ai am i<“<, jM^nnanent and tenijMkrais, that m i urred 
under the Distriit Jud^e of Hakarj^anj after the 17th of 
March, were filled up h\ iion-M uhainmadaUH ; and 

(fD that the said \acancie.s were not duly adv(*rtiseil as re<juired 
under rule HM.'Un), (hvil Hules and (Irdersy 

(6) It the an^wei to (a) is iti th<* affirmative, will the ffon’hle 
Minister %e pleased t<> state what steps the (iovcrnnient have tak(*n or 
contemplate takiiijL: to eiiforK* the rule and the (foverniuent cip ulary 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bic Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) (i) Seven 
permanent vacuneie8 wert^ not filled up as not heiiifr permissihle under 
the Cadre Rules. 

The following ponts were, however, filled up as indicated below: — 

JTwo posts of stenoginphers were filled up by f^iste Hindus as a 
rysult of competitive examination held after advertisement among 
the candidates, both Hindus and Muhammadans, the first and 
second in the examination lieing selei teiP. 
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One temporary additional traui^Iator •was appointed by office 
promotion, the selection l)eiag a member of the Scheduled Castes, 
and no suitable Muhammadan senior to him being available. 

Two seniormost retrenched clerks were appointed for short jwriods 
to fill up temiK>rary |M)sts, but they have been discharge 
(u) Does not arise. 

(h) The (piesiion whether these ap|)oiniment8 are in acc^ordance • 
with the conununal ratio decision is Ireing examined by the Communal 
Ratio UU.c.r who will take* steps ti| have Uie appointineiits adjusted, 
if necessary. , 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Ron'ble Minister be 
pleased to sUitu how and in which papers this advertisement was 
made for the post of the stenographers in the district of Bakarganj ? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

In the bx’al pap<'rs. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleas(*d to .state the nniues of the papers? Or is the llon’ble Minister 
sure that tlH*> wer(' at all advertised in the local papers? Or does 
he say so onl\ b^ gu<‘‘j.s? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, my n'ply is there. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: But, Sii, in which local paper* 
— W’hat are their names? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

If that information is wanted, then. Sir, I would ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (a) (e), 
will the llon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state why was a competitive 
examination found necessary U> fill up the two posts of the steno- 
graphers while the required communal ratio might be complied with 
by appointing any two suitable Muslim candidates? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bitiadiir: 

Sir, this is a matter under investigation at the present moment, *Our 
Communal Ratio Officer has taken up this question and so f^ as I 
know there is no provision for these appointment^ being filled ti|i by 
competitive examination. But it has been done, and whether it ba* 
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bepn done rightly oi* wrongly is still a matter of issue before the 
Communal Ratio OflBcer. ^So liiope my friend will wait for some time 
till he has considered the matter and given his decision. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: The Hon’ble Minister’s answer 
(a) (i) to which he referred me does not indicate that the posts were 
advertised in the local papers. In that answer I do not find anywhere 
that the posts were advertised in the local papers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, the l|on'hle Minister has said already that 
if you want details then he asks fo» notice. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Rouble Minister aware 
that there is a great feiding that there was no advertisement and that 
it was only a farce of a test that Ma^i held' at which these two steno- 
graphers were selected ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUPF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not aware. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Uon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the two retrenched ( lerks who were appointed 
were subseqnentlv di.^^charged*:^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Well, Sir. they went* discharged becauMf* they held temporary posts. 


Orders issued to boatmen of Sonhatighat by the Sub-lnipeotor of Polioe* 

Daulatpur. 

•227.^ Mr. 4. N. CUPTA; (oi Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Dejxikrtment be jileased to .state whether it is a fact that 
the Sub-Inspector of Police, Daulatpiir, in the district of Khulns, bus 
issued the following verbal orders to the boatmen of Senhatighat: — 

(i) that they must not go to Daulutpur .slrmmer if hut (railway 
station f/hat) without passengers: and 

(i») that they must not take any fwissenger from Haulatpur 
steaCmer ghat? 

(b)^If the fi^ksi|er to («> is in the affirmative, will the Hon^blo 
Mii&ter be pleased* to state the reason for such order ? 
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(o) Has any repfulation been issued by the froverninent to control 
the !)oat traffic; on the river Bhairab? ^ • 

{d) If HO, when was it issued? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and (r) No 

(h) and (d) Do not arise. 

Appointment of a Special Officer to examine the question of improving 
the pay and prospects of inferior servants. 

* 228 . Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (n) the attention ot 
the Tfon’ble Minister in charj^e of the I'inance l)(‘))arln)ent been drawn 
io the I'eply f^iven on the Ibth Deeeinber luHt by the e.\-Minister of the 
Dc^jMiJ'tinent to ih(‘ resolution nH>ved by Ka/i Kmdadul Hu(j? 

(h) ]f so, will the Ilon’ble Ministei be j>]ea‘>ed jo state* whether 
an\ Special (HhccT apjK)inted has been — 

{i) investi/xalin^ into the tjuestion of impioNinn tin* piu imd pn>s- 
pects (d' th(‘ interior einplovec's; and 
(li) fonnulal in^'* a sch<‘nie which ran jj-radiiall \ be L'’ueii efVect to 
by the (lo\erninent ? 

((') J1 (lie answt‘r to {In l^ in ilie adinnative. vsill tin* llon'ble 
Minister lie jileased ti> state the appioxiinaic time wlieii the report of 
the officer may 1 m* exjiected'*^ 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (oi Yes 

{(}) An officer has hren |)lared on s}M*cial dnt\ to examine the ques- 
tion of rmproxintr the pa\ ami pro>;|Ma‘ts of uiierior ^ervant'< 

(c) lie is «‘\jM*( ted to re)Hirt within six montiis 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the ll<m hie Minister be 

pWu'^ed to >jale wdien was this offirei a]>i>ointed on a special jwy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8 . SUHRAWARDY: Recently, Sir 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS : How inan\ months a^ro? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 am not quite sure, Sir; 
only a little while aj^ro. * 
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Mr. SURENORA 44ATH BISWAS: 

80 lonff a pprioil to <iihniil lii- roixu t 


Will the Hon’ble Miuf<ter 
for the Special Officer takiiijt 


Tlw Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: S... 1 cat. onl> hope 
that he »tll fuii.h report within on tnonth.<; o. he ina> lake a 

lonj^er time 


Mr. SURENORA MATH BISWAS; S t the 

not anrvieteil tn> ,|Ue~t!0ti M> MUeMioii a 

this office) Nc.i' taktntr 'o lo)ie .1 tMne to N\it.mit 


HoiiMile ha.-< 

N U) the r»\isi>n-4 naIiv 
hi^ , 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 'lo "“t tlunk th.it ■' ■> f.<" .|>ieOion 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon'hle Mitu.ste, he 
pleased to state whether the leaM' and inoiMon question als., will 
the subject ni.itlei of the Sjie. i.il (Itlieet's enquirs 


'The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 

U- at '’Ts<tr 4 st?.T, st 


Vt'^, n -I 

8 -5^ STFP^. 7^*^^ 

«TMT a^s 




Mr. SPEAKER: 'rii.il .^n.-^non in.t an 


Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the lloa hle 

phsiseil to sl-lte w bethel (hoeininenl would eollsldel ihe 
of iiicreasiiio the .mlial p.n ol the ii.lenoi seisanis-' 


MiiuhIim 1>0! 
,lf‘s.|jahilitv 


The Wble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: - under 

euqviiry. Sir 


Rural r«» 08 truction societies on co-operative basis in Rajshahi district. 
•229. Mauivi MANIRUOOIN AKHAND: ' 'i ‘J '” '’'’; 

Minister in ehartre of the ( o-o.ieiatiw. Cred.t an.l Hur.il Indebtedness 
Departnitnl hv piomoil to 'i.it** 

O) the number ot rural o-Kanised tu the 

• Kajshab. distrt.t -operative bao- up to the present 

time ; • 
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las 

(ti) irhelher any of fto<!ieties have dotfe work by excavating 

irrigation Jfhah, tanks for thinking water and village road 
by voluntary labour; and 

(ivi) whethei any of these soeieties have introduced subsidiary 
oecuj)ati(»n in the agricultural and cottage industry field for 
their members? 

(5) If the answer to (a) (it) and t/Vi) is in the negative, what steps 
dr>eH the TTon’ble Minister contemplate taking irj the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): (oi (?) 19 

(n) No. 

(m) Yes. 

(ft) ( jovernmciit have sanetioned a sepaiate .staff of ten Inspectors 
foi looking after (’o-{>perati\e lietter Living Societies in Bengal, so that 
with special supervision they may Ik* uuirc effectively erieonraged to 
progress on practical lines. 

Organisation of rural reconstruction aooieties during the last three 
financial years. 

•230. Mr. SIBNATH BANERdEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Uo-oiKTative (Vedit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased t(» la\ on the tabic a statement showing for the year'i 19*96-37, 
1937-38 and 1938-39- 

(i) the number of eo*op<‘iativc rural reeonstruef ion so('ieties formed; 

(n) the number of the co-operative rural reennstnietion ‘iocieties 
tliut were inspected; 

(ill) the number of them that were audited: 

(iv) the amo\iiit of financial help given to these soeietieiT; 

(r) th(‘ number of these societies that received financial help: and 

(n) the number (»f these s<»cicties that are still functioning? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what arrange- 
ments, if any, have been made for the proper working of these societies? 

Tho HorPWo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (o) (i) to (m) 

A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Government have Mimtioned a separate staff of ten Inspectors 
for looking after Uo-operative Better Living Smdeties in Bengal so that 
with special supervision they may Ik* more effectively encouraged to 
progress on practical lines. 
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8Met«tnl nftned to %n clause (oi(») to (w) in the reply to sUsered question 
* So. 230. 



(•) 

(»0 

(mV) 

(*r) 

(t’) 

(pi) 

Year. 

Number 
of co- 
operative 
rural 
recon- 
struction 
societiOH 
formed. 

Number 
of rural 
reoon- 
Htruction 
societies 
inHpiH.'ted. 

Number 
of rural 
rocon- 
Htniction 
8c>cietie« 
audited. 

Amount t>f 
financial help 
given to rural 
reconstruc- 
tion societies. 

Number 
of rural 
recon- 
struction 
societies 
^ that 

rtHHiived 
tlnancial 
help. 

Number 
of rural 
recon- 
struction 
societies 
still func- 
tioning. 





Its ». 



936-37 . 

488 

266 

141 

5,419 o 0 

j 

3 


937-38 

1 

j 

387 

30.7 

j 2.86.7 14 0 

i» 

i 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'hlo Minister he 
pleaHe<l t(. slate what steps the (i.iveriiiiient propoiw- to take to co- 
ordinate the activities ot those otheers with those of the Depurtineiit 
of the Director ot Uttral Ifeconstruction ? 


Th« Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 do 
not uniKor.stand how thi.s quoption ariMON. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

original qiioNtion ? 


How do yon < niiiioct 


\our question with the 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAM; Well. Sir, in> idea is that piece- 
meal "work done hy the Co-operative Belter LivinK SocieUeH in 
Bengal will be quit© usele.ss unles.s it is co-ordinated with the actmtiea 
of the Department of the Director of Iteconstruction who should co- 
ordinate and direct all the activities of all similar other departments 
and pool all the resources of the departments together. 


Mrj speaker: 

the present questioJ. 


Verj pertinent no doubt, but not pertinent to 
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Irregularitias in steamer senrioe from Serajganj to Charabari. 

•231. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will Che Hoii’ble 
Minister in of the (’ominuiiieations and Works (Irrigation) 

Department he pleased to state* whether it is a faet that the ferry service' 
from Serajganj to Charahari whi<h is tlie eouneeting link of communi- 
eation with Tungail is not ninnin^> with regularitv owing to shallow- 
ness of th. riv»‘r channel y 

(h) If HO. what steps ha\f the ( fov<*i n rnent taken toi dredging 
the ehannely 

(6*) Is the Hoiri)le Mini.sfei aware — 

({) that the terry steame? dors not plv on Sunday; an(i 

(«) that th(* steamer eompany are not plying steam launch for 
easy eornmun ieation in sliallow water? 

(d) Will the lloii’hh* Mini>t(‘r In* j»leas»‘d to urg<‘ u|»on the stoanier 
company to r(*moNe the ^rievum e- of tin* puhlic*'' 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 

Coesimbazar) : (o> I am inf.>rm<*d that tile ferr\ service is running 

Tegularl.N exiepl on Snnda\sut present 

( h) and (^/> I )o not arisr 

(c) {i) Yes, 

(//) 1 understand that the steamer compaii\ runs a stern wheeler 
st(*am launeh named “Itetwa” at present 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Wdl the Ilon’hle Mimsiei he pleased 
t<» state wli\ lh(* ferr\ >^er^ u e i-* iiot running on Sundays'" ♦ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 lielieve that is the pnicli<-e I am atraid 1 (arrnot give any reasoir 
nave and exeepl that Sunila\ i** a holida\ 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the H on 'hie Ministt^r 
kindly tell us if tiie Steamer CorupaiiN has made any arraiigeinent for 
Sundays;' , 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY» of Cossirobazar: 

1 would refer the honourable member to my reply.* 
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Mr. CHARU CHA4IDRA ROY: WTO ” 

*haHownc«s of waU. ^ ^ 

«rr? ^TOTT? •rrr? ^‘’ 

The Hoii*ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbaiar; 

It may t.e so. toil iis I stotoil (lie sorvi.o is niiiiiHisr. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : sro* a'^5^? S5^ c^sir kot ^T. Sir. 

. n.iys <it wjkler — sluillownoHS fiK 

Ijrstr? 21 *^ — owinji to shjkllnvMKMs (II wjkui 

!PfT5T sr^ nfTO ^ !s-'f'=o6i 5-T=>i 

% 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

whether the ^ervif e 
rejnilarl.^ 


'I'lic iiiaiii ol.j.M t ol till' qiK'sUoii is to asi't'rtttin 
tiii,iiiii>. reLniUirtv an.l la' sals ttial it is niii.iinif 


• Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : itniTa nwr? 
irfirarr w5r.?r«i ^ 

slialloiMii-^ of “at-r 

.,»n V -- ■ an- sts 3“^ 

rtTTOT'-aST cs’-^isa 5r4»’-ir a sair n-st intit? ''■<t<r-;i! f''f =^'’ 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

})r(»J>erl\ i I. fined \\ 


1 nln atr.ild 1 Ikmi the iiuestion h..‘^ 
^liould h;i\«* heeii l»llt (hflereiitlv. 


not hemi 


Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAJI: With reterenff to 

where it i.s sahi ihat i!.e .s.tm. e 1- riiiiniiifj retrularU. will 
Mini.stet be pleaseil m state it the .ersiee le.iehes n- 
piuictually at tlie aj>ji"i>it^‘'l time. 


.insvser (fit 
ttie !lf):!’hh'' 
de .l m ilioH 


Mr. SPEAKER: l-mi. tmilnv i. imt (fiiaraiiKi'il 


Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MA4I: The 

not whether it i. riiniiintr but whethei it 
pimctuall> V 


('sseiife of tlie Hue'll iou in 
is ruimiiiK rejriiliiiK and 


*Tho Hon-blo Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Coaaimbaiar: 

1 doni think thafany steamer f^ervicA' ean be very puru tual alway#. 
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UNffTARRED QUESrqONS 

(answert to which were laid on the table) ' 

Forms for inviting tenders by the Communiostions and Works 
Department 

112. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: {a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and W(»rks Dejmrtment be pleased to 

state — 

(f) the various forms in force in which tenders are invited by the 
Oommunications ;^nd Works Department for original works 
and repair works under Buildings, (Wmmunications and 
Irrigation heads; 

(n) whether any rules have been laid down foi the use of panicular 
forms for different rlasM(*s of work; 

ini) the list of original works for which tender^ in form Kii were 
invited during the jieriod from 1st April, 1937. to the latest 
available date showing the amount estimated for in each 
C4ise; and 

(iv) the time within w'hich the work was to b(' completed? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Minister l)e pleastnl to state in how many cases 
out of the ulKive the work could not be finished within the — 

(1) estimated time; and 

(1?) estimated expenditure? 

(r) What action has lieen taken so tar t(> give effect to the recom- 
mendation of the Public. Accounts Committee for lfK19-40. regarding 
revision of the Tender Forms? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mahm'tja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

(a) (t) — (1) K2 form for piec*© work agreement!*. 

(2) 11 fonu for the supply of materials within a stipulated time. 

(3) (1 fonu for lump sum contract. 

(4^ K1 form — This j:»ot only vstiinilates the rates at which the work 
is to be done but also the time within which the work is to be com- 
pleted. This is seldom used nowadays. 

The tender fonu generally now in use for work is P.W.D. formtK2 
ifhioh is a piece work agreement providing for payment of work ^one.at 
a pti|mlat«d rate without reference to quantity or tlVne. 
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(u) In aocordaur^> witb orders issued by Government in 192*^ work 
is usually tendered for in K2 form. Attention is also invited to rulee 
175-177, Bengal Financial Rules, and paragraph 247 of the Government 
of India, Public Works Department (VhIc, 10th Edition. 

(ni), (tr) and (h) The collecti<»n of material for an answer to theae 
questions would ne< essitate the employment of additional staff and than 
involve exj>enditure which T cannot < (mimend to the House 
(c) The recommendati(m is iii\d(‘r consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer («) (i) 
regarding K2 form for })iece work agr«*cment, will the Hon ’hie Minis- 
ter be pleased to slate if then> has lnM*n any work done under tho 
direction or auspices of the Public Works Department which has been 
in any other form than K2 f(»rrn ? 

The Hon'bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaiar: 

I would refer the hono\irahle member to mv replv (4>. whi(’h savs that 
K2 form is now in general use 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I want to know if there has beet 

any one single instance of jiny other form than K2 form being uacd ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Within who h time? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Any time, say within twenty 
years? Within the last twenty years has thero been a single inatanoa 
in which any other form than K2 form was used? 

Mr. 8PEAKER ; I don’t think that it is a fair question to ask. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you like, I shall limit the 
period t# three years 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is difficult for me to give a reply to that quc.stion. As T have said, 
K2 form is now generally used, wherea.s the other forms are rarely used. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fa< t that all big works, 
apart from mere piece work agreerncnt.s, like Nabaran-Satkhira Road, 
Anderson House, and Brabourne College, have all been . undartaken 
under K2 form ? 

TiM Hon'bl. IMwrala SRISCHANOIIA HANDY, of CoMimiMiarj 

Tk^t i. 80 . 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: U it aMart that the rule 175 of 
the Financial Rules definitely states that a^reemeiitg for the 

execution of wf)rk by piece work are not to be executed under contract 
ivork Y 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

I would refer the honourable member to the rest ot the rules where he 
will find that tlHue ma\ be contracts foi piece work as well. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is not so. 1 submit that 
here the (juestion as answered iet<‘rs to form K'2 tor piece nork agree- 
inents and, in the rule referred to, it is specifically said: “The recog- 
nif«‘d systems for currying out work otherwis** than by the employ- 
ment of dViil^ labour nn' ‘Piece work’ and ‘(’ontract work’. Piece 
work is that tot which onl\ a rat4‘ is agieed upon, without reference 
to the total (luantitv ot work to l>e done or tlu' quantity to be done 
within a given jieriod The term ‘(’ontract’ as used in this chapter 
does not include agiauMiients toi the e\<‘cution ot work by jiiece work, 
nor does it include m«M(' nidinar\ purchases ot matt'rials or stores. 
All othei work done undei agivemeiit is t(*rmtMl ‘contract work’ and 
in ogn'ements for such woik wdindi should invuriablv be in writing, 
(here should g«‘nerall^ bt* a stijuilation as to tin* ([uantity (d work to 
be done and the time \^ithin wdiieh it is to W completed.” May I 
know in reference to this if it is the ])racti(‘e with (lovernment not to 
mention an> time-limit tn an\ (iuantit\ of work at all in their 
agreements?' 

Th« Hon*bte Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbizar: 

1 have rtderred not only to rule ITh but to rules 1< 5-177. With 

regard to K‘^ foim, it i^ an agrtMuuent for rates tuiU without reference 
to quantity or time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Ma> I know if there fias been 
any work during the Hmrble Minister’s regime in which a stipulation 
about the time or about the quantity of w'ork to be done has been 
m;nh‘ in an\ lontract Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: As 1 undiTstand from the reply, the difference 
is this. In the one c4.se. there is a stipulation of rate without time 

or quantity. In the other <ase. there is a stipulation of both quantity 

and time. 

j 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: No, Sir. The difference 13 more 
fundamental. In the one case, it is said to he mere pie(^ work for a 
certain specific piew^ of work without any wderence to any obligatioB 
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on the part of tho (•ontra(itor to coinpleU* it within a time or to do a 
particular quantity of work, whereas in the other form. K1 form, it 
is mentioned tlmt both these are imp(»rtant factors. 1 would like 
.to know if it is the ] 0 ‘acti(i> with (Tovenniient to keep their contractors^ 
completely to choose their own time about the completion 

Mr. SPEAKER: You ask then whether any other form is in use. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I a-^ked that question first of all. 
He lias ;:iv<*n a leply to th<‘ tdlct t that usually torm K‘J is used. I, 
therefore, ask him it lu' knows df any <*nc i .isi* in wliich any other 
form than K*.? toim has Ikmui used 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazarr 

As J |j.i\e stal^Hl, ihcre nii^»'lit Im* tme ni two cases. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: fan ynu pleaM- (piote any 

The Hon^ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coseimbazar ; 

J think I can, Agreement was drawn up <»n the lines of (i form for 
the new Custom House 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: That is not the work of the 
(ioverninent of llcniral 

The Hon'bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of 6osaimbazar: 

The same w.»s the case witli Coss\4» hn dire. M idnajiore 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Will you kindly make sure before 
yaiu say anything alout tlie hrid'jfe'^ 

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cotsimbazar: 

I am pretty sure aliout it 

Or. HALIHAK8HA 8AHYAL: He is a\oidinjf a roply to my 
question In c^mnection with that hridp-e, has there l>een any stipula- 
tion ulKHit the cornpletum of the work within a specifiiMl time'r' 

The Hon'blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coisimbizar: 

It is difficult to say whether there is any such siipulufion. 1 am afraid 
1 cannot answer tliat question off-hand. 

Drj NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference u> answer 
(tti), (uT and (h) ^here he states that the collection of material for an 
aniprer to this question would necessitate the wmployment of additional 
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•taflf, will t/hf» Hon’ble Ministor l)e pleased *to state if any reciord is 
kept in the of the Chief Eu^jineer of the works done or contracted 
out under his department fnnn year to year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

These are kept in various ofti(H\s, not necessarily in the office of the 
Chief Engineer. They may he in the Executive Enpriiieer’s office or in 
the Sui)eriTitendin^' Engineer’s office 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With mference to answer (6), 
will the ffon’hle Minister he ploused to state if tht‘re is any single 
item of work done under the Public Works Department during the 
last three years which <nuld he finished within the estimaUMl oi’ 
stipulated time? 

The Hon'bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I have nothing fui'ther to add to mv reply to {a) it). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any single instance w’hich he can give in 
which tho expenditiiic was kejrt within the estimated limit? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I cannot answfu- that (question without notice and so have nothing 
further to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’bie Minister says he is not in a position to throw any more 
light on this matter. I am entitled, Sir, to have certain information 
so long as ihi.s does not go beyond this que.stion. 1 will have sympathy 
for him if he wants further notice, but 1 submit that he cannot with- 
hold the inforiiiution, 

Mr. 8PEAKERt He is not withholding it. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He saye he has nothing further 
to add. 

Ttis Hon'bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, I have nothing further to add to my answer to (h't. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Hon’bltt Minister simply 
says that the collection of material for an answer to these questions 
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wduld neoessitate the employment of uilditional staff. Sir, I wanted 
to know if there was one single instance in which the Public Work# 
Department had the work completed within the estimated time. 

Th« Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Oosaimhaiar: 

Well, there must be Tnan\ hut if you v^ani instances, certainly I want 
notice for that . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to give me one instance in which any original W’ork — I do not 
mean any i>elt\ rej>air work but an original work like the Anderson 
House or the Lady Hrabourne College — was done in a form other than 
the K2 form ? 

The Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As I have said, the general practice is to use K2 form and there is no 
time-limit in the K2 form 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, my whole argument is that 
the use of K2 form is not on!\ the genenil practice hnt it is the 
invariable jiraetice 

Mr, 8PEAKER: No argument, ])lease What is your question?' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, m> point is that if the 
lion ’hie Minister su\s that it is the* usual or general practice, there 
may be (»ne variation at least. My question is — is the Hon’hle Minis- 
ter aware tliat it is not only the usual but it is the invariable practice? 

Tho Hon’hio Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Couimbazar: 

Yes, I have admitted that that is (he general practice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, invariable. 

Tho Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coiaiiiihazars 

Yes, if you like that word. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Miniater be 
pleaaed to state if there has been any work during the last three years 
given out on lump sum (‘ontract under G form? 

« 

ThrHofi’bio Mihar^a 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cotaimteian 

I want notice. 

II 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there has been any work ^nven out on contract during 
the last three years under H form? 

The Hon*bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA RANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will ihe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale if tliere has Immui any work ^"i\en out on contract during 
the last three years under K1 form? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA RANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

No. 

Dr. NALIRAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state wlien these forms were first approved by Government 
and introduced? 

The Hon*ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA RANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It must he ([uitc a long time back. It is very difficult to give the 
definite year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Honndc Minister be 
pleased to slate if it is a fact that these forms wore approved about 25 
years or more before? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA RANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It may lx* 25 years or more, 1 cannot say definitely. 

Dr. RALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) (ii), 
will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to state if the Puhlk Works 
Department (.^ele is uvailahle to momhors as it is neither available 
in the Idhrary nor anywhere td.se? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA RANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am sorry to learn it. I will certainly look into this. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleasied to state if he is aware that the Code is not available in the 
Library? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NARQY, of Cossimbazar: 

had the impn*ssion that it would lx» available in the Library. 
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*Or. NALIHAK8HA 84NYAL: AVith reference to auewer (c), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state by what time he expects 
Government to eome to a decision ol>out the revision of forms? 

The Hon’Iile Maharaja SRiSCHANORA HANDY, of Coaaimliaaars 

1 may state for the information of the honourable members that I 
have already taken up the question for the revision of these contract 
forms. Sir, 1 admit that they are very old and they require some 
alteration and improvement. Unfortunately the War broke out and 
the necessity for the revision of the form^ was retarded to some extent. 
Anyhow, the recommendation of the Public Accounts Committee ia 
there and I shall ( ertuinly see what can be done in the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: By what time? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANORA NANDY, of Coasimliazars 

It is very ditlicuh to j^rive any idea of time, but I shall certainly see 
that it be taken up as early as possible. 


Sinking of tuba wells in Hooghly district. 

113. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge ot the Public Health and Local Self- 
Govt*rnraent Ih'partment la* pi(*ascd to state 

(i) the numlier of tubt* weds and amount of j^rant sanctioned 
out of (iovernment j^rant throuf»-h t liana water-supply com- 
mittees in the district of Hoo^rhly for tht* year Ph19-4l); 

i wlielhor the selection of tlie site of such tut»e wells i** made hy 
the Sulxlivisional Magistrates concerned or hy the Union 
Boards in meeting; 

(in) iftiether the money sanctioned for tube wells out of the (iovem- 
ment grant is sjicnt by the Suhdi visional Magistrates or 
through the Union Boards concerned; and 
fv) whether after sanctioning grnnt.s foi lube wells out of the Gov- 
ernment fund the Suhdix i^ional Magistrates (‘ommuuicate 
the sanction to the Union Boards concerned? 

</i) If the an.swer to («) (ir) is in the affirmalive, will the Hon’bl®- 
Minister be ideased to state — 

whether the Subdivisional Magistrate of Aramhagh informed 
the Union Board of Salepur of the .sanction of Rs. 100 only 
for resinking a tube well at Brahmanpara of ^lepnr in 
Arambagb subdivision of Tlocighly 4i«trict; and 
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(U) whether the tube well referred to in (t) was sunk from funds 
jwovided both by the Goverumenr and the Union Board of 
Salepury 

(c) If the answer lo {h) (n) is in the atlinuative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state the reason why the Union Board of Salepur 
was not consulted in the matter of the selec tion nf the site where the 
tube well is intended to be resunk 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the Salej>ur Union Board and I he Medical Officer of the 
District Board have objected to the removal of the tube well 
from its present sit(‘ at Hrabiiianpuru of Salepur; aud 

(ij) that the inhabitants of Salepur Brabmaupara submitted a peti- 
tion to the Subdiviftional Magistrate of Arambaj^h a^inet 
the removal of the tuU' well from its present site? 

(e) Is the ll(m'lile Minister considering: the de.^irabihtv ol issuing 
definite instructions to the Siibdi visional Magistrates regarding selec- 
tion of site in cases of lube wells to be sunk oiii «>f Government grant? 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
iELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwa|a 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): fu) (n Hs. 8,792. Projects for 94 

tube“\Nt‘lls vs(‘n‘ Maiictioiied. Tbe nuinlM»r is, however, liable to revi- 
sion (nving to tl)<‘ rise in tlie price of materials. 

(I'l) According to the fwlicy adopieil .since UKkS, sites of the water- 
guiridy works are selected by the thuuu water-supjdy committees subject 
to tbe approval of the Di.strict Kngineer in consultation with the District 
Ileulth Officer. The final control, however, rests with the district 
water-supply committee. 

(lit) The amount .sanctioned is disbui^ed In the Di.strict Officer on 
production of completion certificate given by the District Engineer 
which is granted after obtaining the rejMirts from the Circle Officer and 
the Sanitary lnsi>tM'1or. 

(el?) The Union Board is informed of the sanction in cases in which 
it has made a contribution or in which it i*. called on to execute the 
work. 

(h) (i) The President of the Union Board was actually entrusted with 
the work.. 

(/i) Yes. ^ 

(c) The President of the Union Board was consulted; the Pieaident 
and two ipemliers of the Union Boani were also lAembers of tine thaua 
committee which selected the site. 
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•{d) (i) The President of the Union Board and the Vice-C’h airman of 
the District Board made objection. 

(n) There have been numerous j^litions and counter-petitions. 

(e) Definite inetructions with n‘^ard to the ^election of sites were 
issued in connection with the revised jwlicy of 1938. The attention of 
the honMde member is invited to the answer driven to (a) (it) «)f the 
question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Witii reference tt» answer ifi) (it) 
where it has been said “the final (-(nitrol, however, rests with the Dis- 
trict Water-supply ('ominittee" , will the llon ble Miuisti*r be pb^aaed 
to state if it is a fact that final selection of sitt‘s cannot b«‘ made with- 
out reference to the District \Vater-snppl\ t'oiniiiitlee ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 
Yes. 

Debt Botttoment Boards in Cox’s Bazar and Sadar subdivisions of 
Chittagong. 

114. Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (ri) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of (he ('o-operati\e ('redit and Unral 
Indehtedne^i^ Deiiartment be j>leaHed to .state — 

(t) the number ot Debt Settbunent Ibiaiils tbiit ba\e been estab- 
lished in — 

(1) ('o\'s Pazat sulidiN i.sion, and 
(‘.i) Sailar ‘.ubdi vision . of ( ’hittagimg , 

(ii) the nuiiiher ot Sjiecial Oflii (*rs that have Ikumi apiK»inle<l up 
to <late fr<»m Uhittagong; and 

(ii 2 j ^he communities the\ l>eloiig to^ 

(b) Who was respjiisihle for sidection ot the last recrnitinent of 
these Sjiecial Ctfiicers? 

(c) On what basis they were selected ^ 

(d) Was there any candidate from Ha/ar subdivision. Uhitta- 

gong? 

(e) Is it a fact that none has been recruited from ('ox's Bazar up 

to date? 

Hm Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) (1) 

•16, including 2 Special Boards; and (2) 67, including 5 Si>ecial Boards. 

. («) 10 . 
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•f ^ f 

? <m) Muslim, Caste Hindu and Buddhisl^ 

{h) Government. 

(^;) On tlie basis of recommendations of local officers. 

(d) and (e) I have no information to show how many candidates 
dame from Cox's Bazar subdivision. 

M8ulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the iloirble Minister be 
pleased to state with ’-eference to answer (c), who are these local offi- 
cers refernnl lo^ 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The Collector 
of the <]istri(d. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether these posts were referred to the Public Sendee 
Commission P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Recom- 
mendations were made t>y the Public Service ( 'omniission and appoint- 
ments have been made out of thos»* recommendations. 


Prohibition of entry of one 8irajul Haq into Calcutta and certain 
other notified areas. 

115. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERdEE: {o) Is the 

Hon’hle Minister in charge ot the Home Department aware — 

(O that Mauivi Sirujul Hioj ot Iloo^hly <‘ouvicted under section 
I9K for 5 years in the year Wm . November, had been served 
with a notice by the Government of Benjfal prohihitirTg him 
from entering the city of Calcutta. Howrah, 24-Parganas, 
Chittagong, Midna|X)re and Darjeeling for years soon 
after his release fmm the Andaman .Tail in the \-oar 1936, 
July ; 

(ti) that he has submitted several i)etitions to the Government of 
Bengal praying for the withdrawal of the ban; and 

(Hi) that he has been experiencing difficulties in t'onducting the 
business that he has started at Chin sura for earning the 
bread of his family? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether his case was placed before the committee appomted 
for investigation of 
Province; aqd 
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(it) if so, what is the lesult ? 

(c) If his case was not placed before the committee, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

. {d) Do the Government contemplate the withdrawal of the bun? 

(e) If the answ'er to (J) is in the negative, are the (iovernment con- 
sidering it desirable to withdraw that imn h of the ban which affects bis 
entry to Calcutta? 


(/) Is it a fact that Sirajul lluq was deprived of standing us a 
commissioner in the last Mimici]Kt] Election of Hooghly-Chinsura 
Municipality held in 1988 by the Government of Bengal? 


{g) If the answer to (/) be in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment he pleased to state the reasons? 

(h) Do the Government inteml withdrawing this ban against being 
a member of local bodies 


The Hofi’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a)( 7 ) lie has l>eeu 
removeil under section 7(/){h) of the Bengal Snniggling of Anns Act 
(Tl of 1981). He is to remain outside the notified urea, i.e., Cabuttu, 
districts of Howrah, the ii4-Parganas and ('hittagong. 

( 71 ) Two |>etitions wei'e received. 

(tit) He wanted to corrie to ('alcutta i?! connection with newHpa|)er» 
agency. 

(h){i) No. 

(11) Does not arise. 

(c) It was not the intention of Government t^» jdace such <aisefi 
before any committee. 

(d) , (e) and (h) No. 

(/) anJ (/?) Ho was not eligible for election according to the pres- 
vision of section '22(2) of the Bengal Municij>al Act, 1982. 

Babu* NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

ntpw, zwKi stPUTO ^ to ctokjr to 

«RT tm sot TOTO, ft5t=t Cl to CTOt TOI 

WCl f tCglH C^t SffFT l CTO TO TOT? CTOITTOR tl^ IT? 

The Hofi’bla Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This man was convicted 
lor smuggling of arms. He was extemed from certain places and 
during the war J do not propose to withdraw that order of externment. 

Mabu NARENDRA NARAYAN ONAKRABARTYs unfl b^ifr 

WKtff IT W CTO H TOfl 1?TO nrClR fl; sufl flTOT niTO 

After reknae 
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Mf« SPEAKER: You may put your (^estion, but it is no Use 
carrying? on a conversation like this. 

Bibu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Sir, ^ ^ 
frornffT ^ cr irr ^ \ fcfn •hrr i w*r 

ERlt^ ^ ^ RR R R *wn M^RCWl ^STT ^ICHH ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order! I aan sorry I cannot allow this. 
He has already answered your question. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

JRR^ RRff R si^fPRC^R SR ^SO’ ^ 

RTRR ^ SR ^l«R «(TRR R mm ilRRTRlt RTRR Rt SRT B t PRR 

WVf. CVR 4l*R iRCR**^ — *[RT RTR OTR ^RSH RTR TOST 

mm C«RR WfTOR SW*T ^ SfSTJl 

Mr. SPEAKER: It you want to mise a point of order you can do 
so; but you cannot ar^ue like thi^. Will you please put your (juestion ? 

Btbu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

tirw? ^Tf*t tRCTO RTR mH\ Wtt a*R RRRT «ITOR JPTRt STR 
RRRTi ?5R RRR m wmRTf? Rtrr 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is wliat 1 say ; you ouQ^ht not to address 
the Hon’ble Minister directlv, but you ou}.rht to address the question 
to me and it is iny duty to see whether it is projierly answered or not. 
That is why 1 was objecting’ to your c^irrying on a conversation with 
him. It is absolutely unparliament4ir\ . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of .order, 
Sir. May I request the honourable member to translate his own 
Hengali himself into English for our lienefit? 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: «IRR STR TO 

«t R fJRTSfR ST 0 ^ 'aTRRTR ;5RVt?R ?T*R RTR ^00i> StROt ROT 

nR; OTn? cTrc’P r 'stfec^rev Rf*s5T tst rtrr ?t «tjTi^TR rr rtrI 
Wt TRR Ktw RTRCtH fT’ R? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does it arise? 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: eTOTRl 9*11 

faiRR ERjfl OTR <RV9 TRR RTRR^ \ OTlCRlt «nt*t feWOTT RTlft — 

MR RR WR Wm f9f^ RItiRH fY R R5RT R f llW t ^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: men was that order passed? 
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'Babu NARENORA* NARAYAN CHAKRABARTYi 1936. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When was he released? 

' Babu NARENDRA MARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 1936. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your supplementary question is not pertinent to 
this question. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

CVlST'itl 2WR ^ CfHKf? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. it is alre^idy there 
in the question. 1 will refer the honourahle inemher to the question 
itself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Was that order passed in 1931 oi in 1936? 

. The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It will he in 1936 after 
hi.s release. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under the Act? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We cun not arp^ue about 
what is under the Act. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: evntr? 

mus — CT?n? STRT? tr Jrni ^ at^ shr cvrifcf? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Was that a judicial order or an executive order 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; That will he an 
executive order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now. vour proper question will be this: What 
was the necessity of passinpr that order in 1936? You are not putting 
that question at all. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY; XtR 

JT^ Tfwr JtT CF’tr wrf fw 

IfRiTt 

Tha Hofi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That was a different 
government, but the policy of that government was that* peo^e oon* 
viffted under the Anns Smuggling Act should be extemed from certain 
places* near about , Calcutta and Calcutta itself. In pursuance of that 
policy and according to the law he w€ls extemed. 
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Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKI^ABARTY: m ^ 

«If<C*(C*lrS TOT OT*T WC 5*TTO ^FTlf tpf 

at appeal cTOsrfirsR. fro f5f5r nro 

pT f^t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MU ODIN: The answer is there 
alrejidy. T do not want to repeat it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: How many days or months after the 
man was relwised was the order passed ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. That was in (19d6. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: W9 

fnyre m ^rft at srro cmn*f ^5*m Jio 

8Rf ^ OTT OTWR? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are many who 
have been externed in that fa.shion. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY; iiO 5RTt 

C5TCTO fro 5Tt «(TfH CTOf? 1 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

3S-~Public Health. 

The HorPble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, erf Dacca: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I bejf to 
move that a sum of Its. 47,r2,tK)0 Ik* granted for expenditure under 
the head “39 — Public Health”. The total provision under this head 
is Es. 48,43,000, of which Rs. 1,31,000 is charged upon the provincial 
revenues and the balance, vis., Rs. 47.12,000, is the subject matter of 
this demand. 

The total expenditure under this head in 1938-39 was Rs. 40,60,000 • 
The expenditure in 1939-40 is estimated in the revised budget at 
Rs. 41,39,000, The comparative details of increase and decrease inay 
be found explained on pages 109-111 of the Memorandum, i.#., tbe 
Red Book. 
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*Sir, Public Health, the maintenance and improvement of the 
national health, constitute a vast and complex problem. This prob- 
lem does not appertain to and cannot l)e solved by my department 
alone. Tlie entire structure of Government is intimately connected 
with the reorpanisation and reform of national health. Developments 
in the Public Health services are seldom dramatic in their cominp. 
It must be the more so in a jirovince like Penpal where the science 
of preventive medicine bus neitlier tlevclopetl Hutliciently nor is ade- 
quately appreciated. riie propnimine of Public Healtb work and tlie 
lines of advance mu>t, tberefore, be cautiously settled, so that the 
various outstandinp problems may be attacked in an orpanised manner, 
and material reforms efteeted without waste of effort and within the 
eoinpass of available finances. 

The problem of water-supf)ly in spite of all that has been done, 
continues to lie pravc ft js by 4ar the most important of environ- 
niental health s('rvic«‘s As the House i> aware, eonsitlerably iruTeased 
pranls ba\e lH*en made si me the present Ministry assumed office. The 
Government of India have uls«> conn* t(i our b(‘lp w’itb wliat is com- 
monly called prunts tor rural uplift. The policy of Government in 
repard to the distribution ami utilisation of provincial prants bae 
also been revised. Loi'al Water-supply ('ommittees at the headquarters 
i»f districts, suh(ii\ isioiis ami thanas in which h»eal members of both 
Houses arc associat»*(l, }iav«* been vset up, charped with the duty amonp 
others of ecjuitahle selection of sites for the works, so that there may 
be no o\erhippinp ami waste ami the really needy areas may not !>« 
overlooked 

This i>rol>lein of rural water-supply can only lx* tackled by a com- 
prehensive propramme. 1 am plad to inform tin* House that the 
preparation of such a propramme, district by district, is under pro- 
gress throuph the apeney of the experts of the district Ixmrds and with 
their full and whole-hearted lo-opcration and in consultation with the 
local wtger-supply committee. One or two districts have already com- 
pleted and forw'arded their proprammes to Government for examina- 
tion. As soon as all the proprammes are received they will be 
examined by the experts of the I^iblic Health Department and all out- 
standinp iK)iut8 in regard to the execution of the projects, inclusive of 
allocation of financial resimnsibility , settled as quickly as possible. 
The Ministry are determined to tackle the problem effectively by work- 
ing out to the full the comprehensive programme for the provinCvC 
within a very limited period, say, of 3 to 5 years. A provision of 
Rs. 7,50,(K)0 has been made this year in spite of financial 'stringency. 

•In the beginning, organisation of Public Health must be chiefly 
directeil towards iipprovement of environmental condition and personal 
health services by control of preventible diseases. 
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Sir, malaria constitutes the jp^avest menace to the public health *of 
Bengal. It is a difficult and complex problem. Government have 
revised the policy of anti-malarial grants, under which large grants 
are proj)osed to he made available for expenditure on more or less com- 
prehensive anti-malarial projects, such as, flushing schemes, irrigation' 
schemes, anti-larval measures and the like. Several such schemes have 
lM*en prepared by tlie district lK)ards and are still under various atages 
of examination. Some of them have nearly matured. In order to 
assist in the preparation and execution of anti-malarial whemes of an 
engineering type, a malaria engineer with practical experience of anti- 
malarial work has already been selected and appointed for a period of 
two years. Steps an* also lH*iug taken to select an engineer who is a 
native of Bengal and give him nec(‘ssarv training in anti-malarial 
work in India and abroad in order that he may be fitted to take up 
the permanent af)puintment. I consider it unfortunate that the grant 
for ihes<* larger anti-malarial schemes (^ould not be splhit during the 
current year, hut I hope, Sir, that it will be realised that very close 
examination from various aspects is necessary before these schemes can 
be made ready for execution. 

Now that an anti-malarial engineer has l>een appointed, it is 
expected that the provision of Its. 2,4(h000 made in tlte current year’s 
budget for these* schemes, will he fully utilised. 

1 may h<* permitted, Sir, to make a reference to the dessore Anti- 
iimlariul Scheme which is fraught with great possibilities. Tlie scheme 
IS on a five-year plan, and is intended to demonstrate the re*sults of an 
intensive anti-malarial <’ampaign in a malarious (own and its surround- 
ing rural areas. Tlu* (toveriiment of India through the Indian 
Kesearch Fund A'^ociation have contributed Us. 1 lakh spread «)ver 5 
years; and an equal amount will l>e contributed by the Urovincial 
Government. The work has started during the current year and neces- 
sary })rovision ot Ks. for the next year has l>een made in this 

budget. 

The grant for free distribution of tjuinine ha.s been increased by 
Rs. 1,()().(MK) to Us. o.(M),lKMh Tlu* jiolicy of distribution has lieen 
revised and a part ot the grant has Wen .set apart for distribution 
through poj)uIar agencies, rt*cognised a.s.sociatious and individuals so 
that the large clas.s of sutt’erers who do not come near the hospitals 
may he adequately reatdied. It is hoped that the liWral grant will 
encouragt' the bxal bodies to iuereuse their expenditure on quininisa- 
tion. 

Another rapidly gr-owiug menace which is making inroads iato 
public health of the pt*ople is tuberculosis. As the House is ^warei 
a comprehensive luiti -tuberculosis scheme has been prepared and two 
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itemf* of the scheme, viz,$ training of medical and health ofticers in 
modern methods of diagnosis and treatment of tulx^roulosis and addi- 
tional grant towards h^dter treatment and nutrition of tuberculosis 
, patients admitted to district hospials have already Wn given effect to. 
Further progress of the scheme is awaiting decision, as regards the 
utilisation of the provincial share of the King-Emperor’s Anti- 
tuberculosis Fund. Tuberculosis survi^y of typical areas is proceeding 
aad the results will be of great value in giving effect to the scheme. 
The usual grant Its. 10,(KMt is being made to the Bengal Tuberculosis 
Ass<»ciati()U, which is doing excellent work, both in respect of pro- 
paganda and in maintaining and aiding tuberi'ulosis clinics. 

Another serious prol)lein is that of leprosy. The numlw'r of inci- 
dence of this scourge is higli in many districts of Bengal. As the 
House IS awaie, a comprehensive anti-leprosy st'heme has already been 
juepured. A]|^jo('al lK)dic.s were addressed by the Director of l*ubli(‘ 
Health to participate in the .sclieme Settlement ot details with the 
district boards a(ul otlicr local authorities has taken time and it is 
e^xpected to utili.se only ])artially the lump provision made for initiat- 
ing the scheme. Other scheine.s are under >arious stages of examina- 
tion, and the balance ot the grant of Hs has Iwen rejieated in 

thi.s budget. 

Sir, 1 havt^ good jirogress to report a*' regards the development of 
maternity and child welfare services. The problem of maternal and 
infantile mortality is serious and its solution lies in the spread of a 
net-work of maternity and child welfare clinics, inclusive of home 
visiting. The House is aware that a lump grant of U.s. 5(b(>lK> was 
made for lil>eral grants-in-aid towards eHtablishiiient and maintenance 
of maternity and child welfare centres and clinics, imdusive of 
maternity wards where possible. An appreciable response has been 
received from local Inidics and as.sociation.s and the response in inerca'*- 
ing. A part of the grant has already been spirit and a large number 
of scheinps is under exaniination, so that it is exj>ecte<l to sanction 
further grants before the end of the year. The provision has b<‘en 
repeated in next year’s budget. Provision for grants has also U*en 
made towards viduntary associations which are doing excellent work, 
viz., Ram Krishna Sisu Manga! Pratisthan and Kam Krishna Medical 
Education Society . 

The comprehensive scheme framed by this department for control of 
Public Health, co-ordinating curative and preventive measures is still 
under scrutiny by Government. Under this scheme a well-defined and 
manageable unit with a treatment centre between 2 unions will be 
plflu^d under the charge of a medical officer of health with health 
assistftnts and othar staff for affording medical relief as well as carrying 
out public health work in all spheres on approved lines. It is a very 
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lar^^e mjheme and even with the local bodj^s the district boards ^d 
union Iwards participating^ Government would be committed to a 
recurring outlay of many lakhs of rupees. Other practical difficulties 
must also Ih? smoothed liefore the scheme can take final shape. A pro- 
vision of Rs. ],50,()0{) has been made for partially initiating the 
scheme. In the meanwhile, a scheme of Public Health organisation 
for the (Chittagong Hill Tracts has laien adopted and provision made 
for charged and voted expenditure for working the scheme. 

The School Hygiene work has been taken over by this department. 
A moderate scheme for this health service, which is so essential 
towards healthy and productive citizenship of tlie future, has been 
worked out and provided for. Much remains to Im; done, hut a begin- 
ning compatible with our financial resources has been made and further 
developments will follow. 

Sir, Government are naturally not happy at the cou^paru lively slow 
progress made; and I appreciate the natural anxiety of the House that 
Public Health reforms should materialise as quickly as possible. But 
it will be realised that programmes and policies, especially in the ne.w 
field of preventive medicine, re(|uire long and close consideration from 
various aspects before they can In* adopted to the best advantage of the 
people. The Ministry are determined to tackle the outstanding pro- 
blems of Public Health effectively; and I am confident that the mem- 
bers of the liegihlature and the people of Bengal will lend their help 
and co-operation in working out the programme that the Ministry has 
set lujfore it, considering the common aim, viz,, the diminution of 
human pain, sufferiiig and disablement. In this spirit of mutual trust 
and support, controversies will he adjusted, local jealousies will dis- 
appear ami the problems of Public Health will he assailed effectively 
and without waste of effort. 

Mr^ J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTAs Mr. Si)eaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 47,HMKK) for expenditure under the head 
“39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I naturally wish very much that the provision under the head 
“Puhlii' Health'’ should correspond to anything like the requiremenU 
of the province. But looking at the explanatory programme set out 
at pag»' 1(H) of the Red Book, I find that the provision leads one to 
expect that Government is going to tell the House that tuber- 
culosis has been cheeked and, therefore, there is no necessity for 
utilising the provision of Rs. 33,000 in the previous year and only a 
sum of Rs. 14,140 is necessary, because tuberculosis did not require 
any further survey, « 

Next Gt)vernment would tell us that leprosy has.been controHed in 
Bengal already and. therefore, there was no nec'eseity of spending more * 
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tbafti Rs. 30,000 out of th(^ arrant of Rs. 50,000 provided last year. I 
expected that the Hon’ble Minister would further tell the House that 
the villages of Bengal had become the picture and example of healtk 
and hence no more than Rs. out of the provision of Rs. 30,000 

Vas required to he spent on model health units. I further ex|>ected 
that the Minister would tell us that the grants to the union board 
dispensaries were no longer needed and they could safely l>e re»luced by 
50 per cent, as has been done in this case. The trxplunatory note 
further shows that the problem of rural sanitation or the crying need 
for drinking water of the villagers is now a thing of the past, and 
that is why the provision of Rs. fiO.tKK) could not be utilisc'd last year 
and this year a reduced provit,ion «)f Rs. 30.000 was only called for. 
It further appears that the grants of rural sanitation had also to b© 
decreased. The water-supply grunt has been reduced from Rs. 2,81,000 
to Rs. 1,40,CKM), i.e., a reduction of about Rs. 1,50,0<M). I also expect* 
ed that the Hobble Minister was going to tell the House that malaria 
has nearly l)een eradicated from this province and luuicc this year the 
demand is Rs. 00, (KK) les.s than the previous year. 

But though the Hon’ble Minister did not spring this agreeable 
surprise be has not altogether disappointed me. He has caused a little 
surprise and l>ewil(lerment by stating yesterday and also repeating 
to-day that Bengal is full ot distress, suffering and sorrow caused by 
disease, filth and dirt. The <q>idcinics work <'ruel havoc among the 
population and thousands upon thousands of peeph* fall victims to 
untimely death or are invalided lor htc. These prcvciitihle diseases 
can surely 1 h» stamped out hy a s<;verc campaign and an orgunijsed 
“Drive”. 

He again stated at jiage 2: “It is common knowledge that there are 
seasons when cholera stalks the land from end to end and small-]>ox 
exacts its cruel toll. Malaria has been the curse of the province. 
There are numerous villages and areas, specially in East Bengal, on 
the dyirnu^ or dead Nadia river.s, whicli have become practically deserted 
through the ravages of this foul disease. Tuberculosis has, of late, 
been a growing menace and has consiituttHl a Ixi (fling problem. Kala- 
aBar is, also, no less serious. liopro.sy is another growing danger 
which has seriously aflfected several <listri<!ts of Bengal.” What is the 
wonder ot wonders to me is that, having stated these fa<rts, how the 
Hon*ble Mini.ster can justify the reduction in the grants in all those 
item.s in the present budget — this is what I should like to know from the 
Hon’ble Minister. On this matter, Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have got a 
brochure of the Director of Public Health, Lt.-Col. A, C.‘ Chatlerjee, 
who knows the realities of the situation and considers it certainly 
worthwhile to spend a few crores of rupees to prevent the huge toll of 
. and money in this proving; his brochure pleads for a vision 
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and a determined will on the part of Oovipmment to do their duty. 
It appears that the Hon’ble Minister has borrowed the ideas from the 
heads of the department, but when it came to the question of the 
execution, when it came to the question of planning action, he has 
made a miserable provision of a reduced grant under each head which 
calls for more and more of attention. Now, I want and I shall expect 
that the llon’ble Minister should explain what clearly shows a lack of 
vision and a want of detennination to grajjple with the problem because 
this lean and insufticient and inadequate provision can only be attributed 
to tiieir callous indiflerence to the crying needs of the suffering humanity 
of the province of Bengal, — I was going to say the criminal neglect of 
preventing the mortality, the ra}nd death towards which the {xipulatiuu 
of Bengal is advancing. Now, he has, I supj)ose, Ixjen conscious of 
this fact. He has said our wants are many and our resources are feeble. 
But it is worthy of note that funds always lack wlien it is a question of 
improving the condition of the hapless masses, there isi^no fund to pre- 
vent malaria, no fund to check tulierculosis, there is no fund to pro- 
vide drinking water, no fund to (Teute healthier villages, but. Sir, when 
it cora«*s to tlu* (juestion of j»roviding a Si)ecial Branch of Police to cur- 
tail civil liberties, when it is a (piestion of employing a network of 
spies to dog the ste|>s of our young men, when it is a (piestion of dog- 
ging and watching the movements of the national workers and 
peasants and labourers of the countiy or when it is a question of spend- 
ing on bricks and mortars to provide more comforts to the lietter 
situated otficers or when it is to make nice* buildings to commemorate 
the name of some big men, then. Sir, funds seem to crop up ffrom 
nowhere. But when it is a question of providing funds for nation- 
building puriHises always there is paucity of funds. The Hon’ble 
Minister has also referred to endowments by ix'ople in other countries. 
It ill-l>efits him to refer to this matter. We all know that there is an 
endowment or an offer of Rs. 3 lakhs to the (lovernraent for the last 
few yeajs and v'^till (lovernment has failed even to utilise this very 
generous donation offered, and, therefore, what is the good of sfieak- 
ing about endowments and other things*:^ We know that the'last time 
when my esteemed colleague Rai llarendra Nath riiaudhuri demon- 
strnt('(l how inadecpiute this provision was, what a low percentage it 
Ixire to the total jiopulation, the then ITon’hle Minister in charge of 
Public Health put forward this plea about schemes, schemes and schemes 
— schemes under consideration, and schemes nearing completion. 1 
wonder when those schemes — schemes to prevent diseases which every- 
day visit the hapless inhabitants of this ]»rovince, when, I ask, those 
schemes will be matured. If they go on .scheming and planning while 
men go on dying. Government will have to scheme for bigger grave- 
yards and bigger enmiation grounds and I su|Ti>ose the malarial ehgi- 
netrs who cannot now find work will l)e employed least to find more 
spacious hurial grounds when the disused bodies after the tortured soul 
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leaves the frame, will* at Wst find a rest which they never found when 
they were in life. Ihe ifon’ble Minisiter has invited us to a confer- 
ence. What will a confereiue lead to if only we are to have some dis- 
cussions and fine speeches and ffood shibboleths!^ What is needed, 
•therefore, is a planned action, a phunied prognunme. A conference may 
give suggestions where there ina\ be defects. But without any actual 
practical planning, conference and speeches will not helj) the dying 
masses of Bengal. I submit, Sir, that the situation is so serious that 
unless we want to shut our eyes, unless we want to keep ourselves away 
from the suffering masses of this province, we cannot aflford to brook 
even a day’s delay in doing whatever is jKissible iti this direction. Pub- 
lic health schemes may b(‘ evohed, but a(‘tion must l>egin, for if action 
is <leferred till all schemes are examined, re-examined and rejected, 
and restarted, Bengal will never make any progress in that direction. 
Sir, this is an unhealthx jirovince ami it is the primary duty of Govern- 
ment to make thi" province fit for life, fit for the activities of the j)oor 
masses in this country. In conclu.sion I sshall appeal to the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of !bi])lic Health not to delay action a day longer 
than he can help. If he does so I dare say that the peace of his mind 

will be haunted b\ the tortured souls of those who are dying and leaving 

their mortal frames behind ever\ day in this province. 

Mr. SPEAKER* The procedure I propose to follow is this. T will 
lake three cut motions 4ind have them moved. After that, all sides of 
the House will lone an opjMirt unity t-o participjite in the debate. At 
present 1 am confronted with a formidable list of speakers given to me 
by the Whip of the (oalition Party. This really creates discontent in 
everybody. Nobod\ gets full time. I shall not be able to give full 

time to anybody. So, T shall eitlier have t4> curbiil the tiiTie or have 

to cuitail the number -of sj)«ikers. After all, we have n-ot much time. 
There will be time only for two cut motions before pra.ver. After that, 
we have luirely an hour, at the end of which the Nawab Sahel) wu'll have 
to reply^ 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Ma> T suggest for the 
favourable consideration of the Whip of the Government I^arty if so 
many members of the Coalition Party are anxious U) acquaint the 
Minister with their views, he may, instead of depriving the Opposition 
benches from doing their duty, call an extra party meeting where the 
Coalition Party members can acquaint the Mini.ster with what they 
have got to say? 

^r. SPEAKER: There I do not agree. I find often-times that so 
far as ihe budget speeches are concerned, there is hardly any difference 
between the right and the left. ^ 

12 
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liauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Mr. ^pea&er, Coalition PaHyl 
HCIWfST«(C^ SPttTO ^ APR aCiTRSEi? criticise ?FfTO« fTCf 

SETl ^ Mr. J. C. Gupta ^TnrnE C^rCTStT 

?OT JTRt JEfwsTsil? ^ wrxiwin ^f?Rrr ^rfJTCOT-^ i <a?HT?rr a^nrt^ ws. 
r? *(f'2PE'®^ I 5 HIW ^EKIFI 

Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi Saheb, you are not the Whip ! 

Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I bej? to move that the demand of 
llfi. 47,12,000 under head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Hs. 100. 

To ensure good sanitation of the province, various problems have to 
be tackled, such as malaria, tuberculosis, kala-azar, maternal and 
infant mortality and last tliough not the least the problem of water- 
supply but the Government have totally failed to take any effective 
measure in this direction. 

From the statement supplied by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
this Department, it will appear that he has again given us assurances 
and reassurance of tackling these problems and various schemes have 
been under consideration of Government to combat these evils. 

Taking first the problem of malaria, the then Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge in moving the demand for grant in 1937 said “I attach the 
greatest importance to public health work especially on two matters, 
viz., malaria and water-supply”, and he gave assurances of schemes 
of prevention of malaria saying that as he has not exactly responsible 
for the framing of that year’s budget no comprehensive scheme could 
be prepared. 

Then in 1938, the Hon’ble Minister said while moving the grant, 
“In my humble opinion, Sir, the people of Bengal have got only to 
choose between tw'o alternatives. They should either drive out malaria 
from Bengal or they must agree to be driven to the other world by 
malaria. These are the two alternatives and it lies with the people 
of Bengal to co-operate with Government in their efforts to control the 
terrible scourge of malaria so that Bengal may live happily and in 
a prosperous way”. 

In 1938, the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin, while moving the demand 
under this head for the year, laid greater stress on the necessity of 
stamping out malaria in these words: “Malaria is the gravest menace 
to the health of our people not only because of its high mortality but 
because of its devitalizing effect on the sufferers” and he continued 
that several schemes submitted by district kiards in this respect were, 
under various stages of examination by Government and added “The 
House is aware that a comprehensive malaria survey is in progress and 
valuable data will be available for preparation of anti-malarial sphemes 
when the survey is completed”. And now the Hon’ble Minister says. 
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in liis statement that “theipolicy of G<»vernnient has now been revised 
and it is proposed to give liberal grants-in-aid to anti-malarial schemes 
of a more or less permanent nature instead of making small grants 
towards temporary local measures'’. 

The crux of the problem has been hinted at in the statement to 
create in the people of the province “what may be described as the 
‘Health Sense’ or the ‘Sanitation Sense’ for after all education and 
the habits of the people have a great deal io d(» with the problem of 
public health”. But may 1 ask what Government have done during 
the course of these long three years for creating “Health Sefise” or the 
“Sanitation Sense” in the province!' 

1 do not believe in j)ropuganda work b\ the present stuff under the 
control of Government for this purpose. Their heart is not in their 
work. When Mr. A. K. Porter was the (’ollector of Furidpur a few 
years back. I fourol him frequently going with his officers to clear 
jungles with his (»wn hands. The example was such as to infuse into 
the public mind a sense of their duty towards themselves and to the 
people in this respect. If such proi)aganda is curried on by the depart- 
mental officers, public men and men in authority who have the true 
interest of the country in their hearts with a set purpose of clearing 
jungles, water-hyacinth, refuse matters, etc., and if they bring these 
things to proper use in the form of manure, fuel, etc., and if these 
efforts are supplemented by (jovernment grants when necessary, then 
and then only the problem of malaria and of sanitation in general can 
be effectively tackled. No amount of scheming will do, and I do not 
think that the people of Bengal will be deceived by assurances of pre- 
paration of schemes. 

Thep about the fell disease tuberculosis, the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Public Health said in 1938 while moving his demand : 

“So iar as tuberculosis is concerned, in my opinion some of the 
main cautes are bad housing, mal-nutrition, pndonged sickness from 
malaria and other diseases and disregard of rule of personal hygiene. 
The first thing to my mind to be tackled is bad housing, and in this 
connection my attention was drawn to a distressing fact only the other 
day when 1 had to go out on inspection in the town of Calcutta to some 
of the improvement works undertaken by the Improvement Trust. 
It appeared to me that these improvement works have been undertaken 
without any regard for the housing arrangements of the poor people 
who are going to be driven out of the town. This is a very serious 
problem, and this came to me like a 8ho(!k when I compared that with 
whahl found in other parts of India. 

Now,* may I ask ^'hat steps have been taken by Government with 
re^^d to housing arrangements for the poor people of Calcutta during 



164 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. [15th Mae., 

these three years? Government seek to couiteract the disease when it 
is contracted instead of taking steps beforehand to prevent it. 

As regards water-supply, the importance of this has been stressed 
all these years by the Hon’ble Minister and assurance of schemes has. 
been given by them without actually trying to solve the problem in 
rural areas. The people are suffering from want of good drinking 
water. Small grants that are allotted by Government for this purpose 
are, of course, meant for sinking of tube-wells, but these tube-wells 
are sunk in places where they cannot give actual relief. These tube- 
wells wliich are sanctioned by Government are generally sunk near 
the outliouses of the presidents and members of unions boards and 
members of the local hoard (»r district board or their relatives. The 
people who are actually in need of drinking water have always been 
neglected. 

Kala-azar, malaria, leprosy and maternal and infantile diseases 
have also not been tackled properly. If the Hon’ble Minister will 
kindly go to the interior (»f villages, these facts would become clear 
to him. The people must be made to feed that th(‘y have got something 
during this period of 3 years. 

1 think the Hon’ble Minister is sulfering trf)iii lack of imagination, 
as has been strt'ssed b,\ m> fiicmd. Mi’. Ahmed .\li Mridha, from the 
other side of the House. The Hon'ble .Minister will, I hope, find time 
to go to th(‘ villages and look to tin* condition of th(‘ ])eop](‘ with his 
own (‘.\es and not simply dt^jamd on the otliccrs oi the de])artment who, 
1 believe, only draw their pa.\ without doing aii> thing ot real benefit 
to the [>eo]de of the jirovince. Sii, with thcst* worcU, 1 commend my 
moti(»n to the acceptance oi the House. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. •l7,rj,(H)() under the ht*.ul “d!) — IMiblic Health” be reduced b>' 
Ks. 100. 

Sir, though inadeijuate and un‘^atisfactorv, grants and allotments, 
singly and .s(‘])arat(dy considen'd, are certainly good and lauSable, but 
what 1 want to complain nt i>< this: if we compare the items of allot- 
ment this year and the allotment'^ (*f the two previous years, w’e find 
that with the exception of a few' items there is a conspicuous absence of 
link and system in them. This, Sir, is due to the absence of any 
well-developed, well-defined and well-thouglit-out schemes and plans. 

Sir, during these three years whenever the Hon’ble Ministers rose 
to present their demands they told us a very sad tale, namely, ‘‘that 
certain schemes are under consideration, and tlie district boards have 
gent them several schemes and they liave not been able to examine 
them yet” and they showered promises like anything but never ideant 
to be fulfilled. This has been out melancholy experience for*the last 
two years. 
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If we scrutinise the s|utenient in the Red Book we find that the 

figures in the allotment are purposely inflated every year with the 
deliberate intention not to spend them. I must tell the House at once 
that this is done only to satisfy — to placate — the public who do not 
really go into the details of the working and ^^ho do not comjiare the 
actuals with the budgeted expenditure and also to satisfy the members 
here. This is a kind of juggler\ which we cannot praise. What do we 
see? We see that in tin* dej)artments which are really nation-building 
departments, namely, Irrigation. Education, Public Health and Medi- 
cal, every year there are grants which remain uns]u*nt. 

Then, Sir, in scrutinising the heads ef expenditurit uiohu- (Jenerul 
Administration 1 find in (he IttMl Bo<»k at juige Sd a d(‘cr(‘ast‘ of 
Rs. 1,48,000 under “Other t'stahlishment” due mainly to the non- 
utilisation in full of the provision for Reorganisation of the Rural 
Reconstruction Department. We do not find any item in the general 
expenditure remaining unspent, hut where the allotment is far the 
reorganisatiori ot the Rural Reconstruction we find a huge sum of 
Rs. 1.48,000 remaining unspent. Then. Sir, we fitid that decrease 
iff under ceitain s]iecitic grants of heads. So those items whi«‘h are 
really items of nation-building, which are for the health, hai)))ine8S and 
prosperit\ ot (he pt‘oplt‘, are ahva>s k(‘]>t unspetO. 

Now, if we examine (he items under Public Fltutlth purpose's we see, 
Sir, that laigt* ■'Uiiis (d monev leiiiain unsp<*n(. We grantcMl Its. 80,^00 
for Tubercuhesis SuiNex, but we spe'ut oiil\ Hs. 14,140. For control 
of lepi(»sy we sanctioned Rs. ."iO.OOO, but we* we*re* able* to spe*nd only 
Rs. 00,000. We alleette'd last \e*ar Rs. (Jo, TOO for jtajshahi Water- 
.suppl> , but we elo not find any nmntieen of that in the* re'vised column. 
We sanetione'el IN. 17,000 oeld for Munshiganj Waterworks Improve- 
ments, but it is absent from the ievise*d eeelumn. We sanctioned 
Rs. To,0(K) for Tollygunge* Pneteetive Embankme*nt, but there is no 
merit iern ot tliat in the* re*vi.s(‘d e*oiumn. It re*maine*d unspent. For 
Navadwi]) Drainage Seheme* we .sanctioneel Its. 41,007, but it was not 
spent, fiut I find one* ite*m that has be*e*n ^pt-nt very niee*ly and that 
i.s the rural public he*alth units. This is a very vague item. I dee not 
know w’hat they mean by rural publie- be*altb units. W'e* samtioned 
about Rs. 11 lakhs jmel we spent Rs. 11 lakhs. We* have* again sane- 
tioned this year IN. 11 lakhs. Sir, I elo not know if this has anything 
to do w'iflr rural jrublic health. 1 am tempted to sa.\ tliat thi.s is u sum 
for the health and welfare of the Ministry. The*refore it was spent 
fully. We hope the IJoii’ble Minister-in-e harge will explain liow^ this 
huge sum was spent. 

Then we see that we sanetieened Rs. dO.OlMl for Maternity and (Jhild 
W^fare Centres, but only Rs. 15,000 has been spent. Now, this year 
we fin^that we haw reduced the grant for improvement of rural w^aier- 
‘supply. Last year w^e spent about Rs. 2,81,000. This year we have 
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saoctioned Bs. 1,40,000. Does it mean thut we have fully satisfied 
the demand of rural water-supply and, therefore, we have reduced 
the grant this year? 


Sir, Public Health Department is a department, the motto of which 
should be “Prevention is better than cure”. We should remember 
that motto and work out schemes and make allotments and grants. The 
nature of the expenditure will substantiate my contention that the 
Ministers were simply placating the public and members here by pur- 
posely inflating the figures of expenditure in those departments and 
then deliberately withholding the expenditure. Sir, what is the per- 
centage of grant allotted in this departnuuit including the honorarium, 
pay, salary, contingencies and the contribution of pay to the Health 
Officers and Sanitary Inspectors'' We have allotted only 3*4 per cent, 
of the total revenue receipts. Sir, though this year the expected 
revenue receipts is behiw' the actual revenue receipts of the last year, 
but still we have increased the expenditure by 37 lakhs. The percentage 
that W'e spent last year for (reneral Administration. Administration 
of Justice, Police, Jail and (h)nvict Settlements has been increased by 
3 per cent., but the percentage ot ex])enditure under head “Xation- 
building Departments” has been increased by only one j)er cent., but 
that again, Sir, will not be s))ent. This is how the* important depart- 
ments are taken care of by the popular Ministers. 


Sir, the Ministers last night came with an excuse and that excuse 
is a lame excuse which cannot stand or walk. was telling us that 
he only recently took charge of the acpartmeiit. Quite true. He might 
have taken charge of the department (juite recently, but (rovernment 
were not defunct so long. He only f(dlowed his predecessors. So if 
there wnis really any scheme left by his predecessor, he could have 
continued that. So “recenll>” has no meaning wdiatsoever. Sir, we 
know public property sometimes becomes nobody’s property. The 
Publi(‘ Health Department has kuome nobody’s department^ When 
they spent money on public health units, 1 must tell the House that 
they were playing ducks and drakes with the public money and they 
were not spending for purjmses whi('h were really meant for the benefit 
and happiness of the rural people. 

Sir, Government always complain that there is dearth of money. 
But W'e have not fturgotteii. Sir, that Rs. 10 lakhs additional grant was* 
at once provided last year to Police Department and if any kind of 
movement is started in the (‘ountry, we know that there w*ill be no dearth’ 
af money in the Police Budget for Jail and Convict Settlements, put 
the plea of dearth of money is always used in case of Public Health 
Department which is the most essential departmentt So I implbre the 
present Cabinet to really think over the matter and take up schemes 
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with earnestness and fulil them. Sir, three years^ time cannot be 
called insufficient time, but we have not seen really an>^hing substantial 
done by the Government. 

Sir, we have always been hearing (hat schemes are ‘under examina- 
tion’, but I ask, Sir, will this examination continue till Doom’s Day 
or it will see the light of day? Will the schemes materialise at any 
future time within the two years' life lime of this Assembly? 

Sir, we are reall.N not encouraged to make any suggestions, because 
our sad experience is that our suggestioiis are never accepteil. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes. 


(.l//cr (ul journment .) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. I 
was going to tinisli, but I was not allowed because the H«)Use adjourned. 
I shall not take more than one minute. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; All right, not more than one minute. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I find that mention has 
l)€en made of two schemes in the Red Book, namely, lump provision 
for anti-malarial schemes Sir, last year we sanctionejl Rs. 2,20,0(M) 
which remained unspent. This year we have made provision of 
Rs. 1,()0,(I()0. Tlie se(*ond scheme is the Dacca Waterworks Improve- 
ment Scheme. AVe liave sanctioned Rs. 1,00, 000 this year. May I 
know from the Hon’ble Minister if these schemes have passed out of 
examination and are ready for materiali.sation ? If so, we shall be 
pleased if the Hon'ble Minister will give us some idea of these schemes 
80 that the money provided may not remain unspent and shown in the 
next year’s budget. I suggest, Sir, that a grunt for improvement 
of • 

(At this stage the meml>er reached the time-limit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You may finish your sentence. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 suggest. Sir, that the grant 
iot improvement of rural water-supply .should be increa.sed. With these 

words, Sir, I commend mv motion for the acceptance of the House. 

• 

Mr. 8YEO BAORUODUilA: Sir, I hesitated long enough as to 
whether I could tal» part in the discussion to-day. 1 would still prefer to 
‘ be guided by the superior wisdom and experience of senior membert 
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in this House, but certain observations marie by the learned speaker 
Mr. J. C. Gupta have compelled me to refer to certain points that he 
has raised in the course of discussion. 

Sir, we on this side of the House, thouf^h identified with the Govern- 
ment, are not debarred from making honest criticism of the various 
plans and measures of the Government of Bengal that are brought 
forward in this House from time to time for examination. We are not 
here to stultify ourselves, T^et us not be misunderstood. We are not 
going to criticise for the sake of criticism, to indulge in reckless and 
W'anton attacks for the sake of attack. Some of the observations that 
have been made have certainl\ been ins])ired with tlie best of motives 
to help Government in the best possible wa> , while others proceed from 
a tendency to thwart and ob.striK'l the (iovernment. That is a tendency, 
Sir, which has got t<) be di.scouraged. 

Sir, the problem of public health i,s one of the mo>t serious, complex 
and sacred problems that conliont any civilised government in the 
world. We are not goifig t(> triHe with this problem. As a matter of 
fact, all sections of the lIou.se are agreed that we must fiml out a real 
solution of this seriou.s ]»r(d»lem which atlects the vast millions that 
knock about the rural areas. But wdien we consider this question 
we must try to take a calm atid dis])assionate view of the whole situa- 
tion, in all its implications, in all its rep(*rcussion.s u))on the ])rovince 
as a whole. We must not rush to any comdusion. we must not jump 
to any decision. If we take a comprehensive view of the whole 
problem, we must also take a comprehensive view of the various sources 
of revenue, of the re.sounres at our disposal. It is ahvays very easy to 
criticise a partictilar Ministei, \\ilh regard to a ])articular mea.sure of 
Government. But ill-cligested and ill-a.s.similated vschemes or projects 
may thrive in the cloudland of fancv or imagination. But when they 
are confrcmted with stern realitie.s of life, the\ dissipate in the thin 
air and do never materialize. Let us adjust the debit side to tjie credit 
side. Let us face tlu‘ problem a.> it stjinds. Malaria is a very .serious 
problem. Sir, 1 hail from a mal.iria-stiicken district myself, and the 
parti('ular constituencv wliitdi I reprcMMit is one of the most malarial 
areas in Bengal. Village after village has practically been denuded 
of people owing to the ravages of malaria, since malaria exacts a heavy 
toll year in and year out. I personally have bitter experience of a 
particular district in Bengal, namely, Burdwan, for 1 myself (ontracted 
malaria there about Hi years back and suffered from it for 10 years. 
It is a problem, Sir, with which the whole destiny of the nation is bound' 
up. The nation must live before it can think of anything else^ I 
realise that this is a serious problem and there are various aspects that 
have got to be tackled. We have got to closely itudy it ancf find a 
ready solution. The Government of Bengal and especially the Hon'ble 
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Minister of Public Health* has not been very unsympathetic to the 
aspirations, -to the needs and requirements of the people. I notice, Sir, 
that the grant under this head has l)een increased during the last 2 
•or 3 years. Ku])ees o lakhs has been provided for quininisation of the 
province, and of late there has been a change, a new orientation in the 
policy of Governinent. (ioverninent have come forward with a revised 
policy of spending monev for permanent i)roject8 of a very beneficial 
character — projects like Hushing schemes, irrigation schemes — which 
will ultimately usher in a happier llengal, a healthier Bengal^ a more 
prosperous Bengal. I find that there is another aspect of the question 
which has also heen scriouslv taken into c»>nsi<leration by (ioverninent. 
They have of late uj^pointed a lualaiia engineer for assisting the local 
bodies for drawing up anti-malarial schemes; they have really taken 
up the tusk in right earnest. I'hcN have studied the (juestion in all 
its aspects and in all its bearings. They huvi* to soha* the whole 
(iuestion in all its as])ects. 'I'he whole position will have to be looked 
into very (‘arefull> . The provision that has already bi‘en made in the 
current wear’s budget should he pro]»erlv utilised to the benefit 
of the province. Sir. I cannot tor a single moment persuade myself 
to believe that this nione\ is suHici(‘nl. We all agree that more money 
is necessary in order to copt' with (he (‘.\panding needs of (his ])rovin('e, 
more monev is ne<essar\ to eradicate this evil; more money is necessary 
to s(dve the pr<d)lem (»f ill-health, and sanitation in the countrysidi*. 
Year in and year out nearl\ 31) to 40 million cases of malaria occur in 
the c(juntryside but onl\ 3 millions of cases are treated in the varioim 
dispensaries. Sir, 3A lakhs of people die of malaria. Malaria is a 
scourge, a visitation. It has got to be seriously tackled, seriously 
grapi)led with and eradicated. Members on the op])osite side criticised 
the bigger jirovision tor the Ihdice budget in this connection. I 
agree with them, Sir, in thinking that eyer\ thing might wait, 
even education, primary eilucation might wait, secondary education 
might ^ait. agricuhure and imlustries might wait, the activities of 
other departments might wait, hut I’uhlic Ilealtfi cannot. Sir, often 
in the stillness of night, in the de])th of solitmle, in the g-rini silence 
of the heavens, when anxieties and cares of man are lai«l at rest and 
the mind of man is lifted above .sordid surroundings arid transported 
not into a region of romance or fancy but into a serene and calm 
atmosphere of life, 1 have pondered over the darksome fate of this pro- 
vince and my thought has been diawn to leaders of public opinion in 
Bengal. All shade.s of opinion, all .schools of political tliought must 
concentrate on this question and should strive hard to. check and 
er|dicate thi.s scourge and bring about a more prosperous Bengal, a 
healthier Bengal, a richer Bengal, in which all classes and communities 
might* combine and contribute all that they could to the peace and 
prosperity of the common motherland. Sir, I^m one of the babes and 
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sucklings of yesterday, not properly conv^sant with this subject/ I 
wish I could speak with some amount of authority, but I am afraid I 
shall not be able to throw any new light on this complex subject. 

Sir, there is another problem which is equally acute, namely, the 
problem of water-supply for which adequate provision has not yet been 
made. Government should find out if the Finance Department has 
held up any projects, and if they have not allowed programmes and 
policies to materialise for lack of funds. Without meaning any dis- 
respect to Government and w'ithout cnticising the policy of Government, 
may I know from the Finance Department wdiat did they do during 
the last three years, and wdiy were they sitting tight over these projects 
and programmes F If any department is to he held responsible, it is 
the Finance Department that should be held responsible in this con- 
nection. liCt tlie Finance Department, let the Irrigation Department, 
let the (’ommunications and Works Department, let the various 
departments of (hn’ernment co-operate in solving this great i)robleiu 
in the country. On this particular occasion, Sir, I plead that all 
political animosities should cease, all ])artv (*onsiderations should be 
thrown into tlie background. Let Hindus, Muslims, ('hristians and 
Buddhists — all sections in this House unite in solving this problem. 

There is another ]>roblem also that calls for equally serious attention 
and that is the ])robIem of leprosy. Sir. may I warn the members of 
the (’oalition Party that until and unless the> bring pressure to bear 
upon Government, until all ])arties come forward with a definite pro- 
gramme and show determination and clear vision the great problems 
of tliis country will not be solved. With these few words. Sir, I resume 
my seat. 

(Mr, Deputy Sj)eaker called on Kai Jogesh Phandra Sen Bahadur to 
move his amendment.) 

Mr. MON MOHAN DAS: Sir, 1 rise on a point of order. There is 
an amendment, N(»s. 4‘l-4b, standing in the name of Mr. Bramatha 
Ranjan Thakur and others. The scheduled caste party have not been 
given any op])ortunity of moving their motion and I request that I may 
be allowed to move it at this stage. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already called the Hai Bahadur 
to move his motion. You may move yours after he has finished. 

Rai <iOGE8H CHANDRA SEN Bahadur: Sir, I l>eg to move that, 
the demand of Rs. 47,12,000 under the head “39 — Public Health’’, be 
reduced by Rs. 100. • 

Before I discuss the Public Health policy I would. Sir, just Afer to 
the statement issued by Uie Hon'ble Minister in charge of Public Health ' 
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y^terday. It appears frofi the statement regarding* the Public Health 
that everything is not going on well in the Cabinet and the Hon’ble 
Minister does not get the necessary amount of co-operation of other 
Ministers for which he has in a way expressed his disappointment and 
repeated it several times in his statement. This House never knew 
that there was such non-co-operation between the Ministers. Really 
speaking, one Minister cannot go ahead without the co-operation of 
the other Ministers. Nowhere in his statement, however, the Hon ble 
Minister has said that he ha«] several schemes or even oi\e scheme ready 
in hand wliich was turned down or shelved hv his colleagues — I mean 
the other Ministers, l iider these circumstam'es we do not know what 
view to express, Hut I lea\e his statemeiH here tor the present and I 
w’ould take iij) other j)oints now. 

Sir, tlie allotment under this hea<l is Rs. 4S,4d.lHM) whi(‘h, 1 must 
say, is miserably inadecjuate and nothing very tangible can be achieved 
with this. Is it unknown to an\ <»ne in this House that death curries 
away millions of people from this province ev(‘r\ year and 1 am 
mentifuiing deaths due t(» cholera, small-po\, tuberculosis, malaria 
and typhoid and these, Sir, are prevent ible diseases, but tin* ])redeces- 
6ors of our Hon’ble Minist(*r never raised their little fingers to save 
them in the past, so also in tin* j>res(*nt 1 am sorry to say. If yoti have 
the inner vision, if you are ever in a pensive mood, you can hear tlie 
lamentations of tlie departed souls coming from the land of the dead. 
You can hear their sobs, ycm catj bear them saying — “Oh ye, oh ye, 
we hold you responsible f(»r our premature and untimely «lcuth. You 
could have saved us if yo\i had <ared for us, if \(»u had taken timely 
precautions, but you only rolled in wealth and wen* mad with power. 
Do atone, therefore, for your past sins ami omissions of your 
predecessors and \a»ur own and save those who are now in the land of 
the living. Hark ve — if you disregarded our warnings you will be 
visited with chaos, havocs and pestilence that will sweep you all to our 
fold.” • 

Now let us see. Sir, what is being done now ami secondly what 
ahould be our public health policy. In vain I hunted out the pages 
of the budget and the Red Book to find out if money is being spent 
against any schenie or if there is any policy belli ml it. Wlien tliere is 
no scheme, the best way of distributing the amount in hand is to 
divide by mean.s of grants-in-aid in charity. This is exactly what has 
been done — several lakhs of rupees were given to different municipalities 
•for watenfrorks, sewerage scheme and drainage schemes,. The onl.v 
noticeable allotments are Rs. 7,50.0B() for water-supply and Rs. 5,00,000 
for quinine. There is, however, some juggler\' in this quinine matter. 
The silpply of quinine is received from the Government Cinchona 
Works and a huge profit is made out of it. , 
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Now, let U8 see, Sir, what Governmeit has done to combat the 
proven diseases, viz., cholera, small-pox, tuberculosis, malaria, 
etc. No word can be sufficiently strong to condemn this department 
for utter callousness in this respect. Sir, Rs. 10.000 only will be given 
to the Tuberculosis Association to combat tuberculosis which is the most 
dangerous menace in this province and nothing especially for cholera, 
small-pox, etc. Can >ou, Sir, conceive of a state of things worse than 
this in an administration? We recjuest the Hoii'hle Minister in all 
seriousness to rise ecpial tf> the occasion and adopt measures to save 
those who can be saved by th(‘ manipulation of human hands. No one 
in this H()US(! will tolerate such indifference and will refuse to see their 
countrymen dying for want of care and atttuition. Towns and villages 
of this pnjviiice will turn into graveyards and cremation grounds if the 
situation is not tackled properly or otherwise the Cabinei Members will 
have to wafeh over Ihis ]U'ovince as undertakers only. We hope the 
Hon’ble Minister will start in (‘urnest and set matters right at once. 

I have not much time to discuss the (jUestion in greater details and I 
would venture to offer some concrete suggestions for consideration of 
the Cabinet, Cnlike some other d(*partments tin* chief officer of this 
department, (hd. A. C. Chattel ji, is a man full of energy and a brilliant 
officer, at least I knew him to he such when 1 wa*. Chairman of a 
district board. He can lx* asked to formulate schemes forthwith. 

My suggestions are — 

( 1 ) To frame comprehensive '»-\eai and lO-year sch(*m(‘s to combat 
malaria, tuberculosis, small-pox. cholera, etc. 

('2) To aimuid tlu* Vaccination Act and makt* revaccination compul- 
sory. 

(3) To pass a comprehensive Ibihlie Health Bill, covering all 

points relating to public ht‘a]th. 

(4) To arrauge peri()dieal insjieetion of all holdings in order to see 

if tho.sf are i»eing kept in sanitary condition. 4 

(fi) To arrange for extensive health propaganda tliroughout the 
province in order to rouse the sanitarv considotisness of the 
ignorant mass by means of health exhiliition, cinema, 
lecturt's, ‘lantern’ lectures, jatra, kathnkaUi, story-telling. 

(G) To start Maternity (\*ntres in all parts of the districts with 
arraugemeut to iiu]nu’t Ihn training to the women tidks of 
'grIhaKtd' families to check infant mortality. 

(7) To publish widely throughout the province, at least twice a 
year, the important health laws and instruction through 
posters. {)amphlets and by fixing the same in railway train, 
steamer, tram, bus. stations and also threugh cinema “houses 
to educate the mass and classes. 
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(8) To start model rijlages in every union with a 3-year scheme 

and place the same under local orp’anisation. 

(9) To solve the problem of water-supply by giving contribution 

and advancing loan to the local bodies at a very small rate 

of interest. 

(10) To encourage all sorts of outdoor games, hithi plays, 

gymnasium and make drill compulsory in schools and 

colleges to improve the bcaltb of the students. 

(11) As health and wealth go together, arrangements should be 

made to solve the economic problem along with it. 

(12) If real improvcTiient is iommUmI. let (lovernimMit Jilay the role 

of a parent of a big famil\. 

I have briefly stated ms 12 ]'(»i!its sshich are liki' 12 commandments 
to me and T appeal to the Cabinet m>t to wasti* a moment and take up 
this problem seriousls in hand, llewarc of chaos, and beware of 
pestilence. 

'With these words T commend m\ motion to tlie acc(‘ptance of the 
House. 

Babu LAK8HMI NARAYAN BI8WA8: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 47. 12. 000 undei the head “39 — Public Health” be 
reduced b\ Rs. RH) 

wren’nts MC'cnH?, ’TtfT? ^ ^ t 

®rrcint ^ 

’tRl? R? stWTff S>*tWTn[ 

yifinircTiy: Rtrr to s jnrro ott srfttrr ntp <TfMi bitsftoto 

TOi € *R*t Terror *rryrgr:^^ to to cTOntr 

TO TOTO*t:«r? F5T twi; «t 4TO I SITC’t 

^ ^ yiHTOl ft5 toI? to? !RT 5T'?;®TC*t? TOT 

TOTTO c?TO cro tr;fTO’ to 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

IFTCTO «aTO 5 •tfero \ TOT TO TO-^TT 

aiR c? trro? tot? Sto Sror’tl f?TO TO ?fTO 

zmm 3n?t TO'rron ott TOott toto to ?? totot 

fT«[ sniT ?iT5ni crorm TOgfTO 8 Rt g w TOc n? 

m n 5TTO r«lf5tCTO^. nflfTOlTO «RTRT TOT W TO-TO^T 

TOf ?TTOT JTOR C? tTOT? TO 1(144 fflTO? #>4t TOCT 

TOTOo normal 4.ao,ooo.^ additional grant a,eo,ooo^ 3TTO 

TOT TOTO Wn TO?TTO TO TOrt? 411 
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nf eRnr<rT?n lycro? pth f^ra^nc 

f ' l ' g nf g nTg OTT 0 <f?!Pr at ^WT? wjI T<4j5 

IRfTOSTO; BTTKT? ^ C4*n JTTtl 

•rfw 5?w<rr?<T wfcKC*i>< ^i4^W4 sn? «(*4\b brhtt? 

CTOT 5^ ^ htotot 4f<m ^ 5? ci:? 3f*n f«(ra *rc*nt bi^iTHnC^ 

(BRn^tg ?tR| 

W *(ffr5 8R^*CT?*T «tf<CR*54 Ul nfR? 5fTO*(T?®t C'lTO C4 

•(fir? SR^g?!?*! "rrf^ « c? ♦rfir? 

?rn7w4 fwzv" «nTTRT TO?^ qj?? ^nc?N7 nR^ «[i:5(? ?(W ctrst? ?ti 
? r?r f^si; HRMI $TTO ??TR ?(TrC bT?T ^R?T TORCSl ?R iPt??r C^fTOfi: 
en4*ll^ »?R ?R f??r «RT?^ ^?TR <»<^[ 5t?r SfH^\ C^ HUf'Rt'ftS af??C? 3(TWt 
TO ?Tr<R ?n 

*(fl^ 5Tr?r5*( CBTTXF •TRT? ?RB(? •(5T f?B(, tn?l, Cbl4l Sti^fo? R5( 4)4lllC? 

?Rr-TO? ?nt?? Tm •(fps^i «roa? r^RR ?f?T <Tf*tW> spttrt f?iTTO 
TO“ ?R’(t?c af^ •(fir? sR^rr^Rc*!? ®rr ?t?^ ^f??i sR5rr?RC«r? froitf 

nr<R ^?;;?i at jr?^ to ?fTO ctrr to ?Ff?5(Ri 

Khan Sahib Mauivi AMINULLAH: ^nlro »rRR?, «nt*r a?R?T? 
fTTtRn Rmrnro? ?Ti9rt> ^fRc*? ^lefu to ?to Hiii>Tt?Tff i 

imm J!T?R*t RPTOaR ?Tr5it> C??,niTC? ?f5^ ?t?Kf TOTO ^ C? TOriH 
?Tt aRT R*tVR TO" ?R ?r, l!5R (??T C? aC^F?nRt CR*R C 5'T<‘R*1 tl 

irrt bRTe ?ri c?r*!i;;R) TvTab c? ?ti 5[5 ?f5^ Rt?i;t 5 ?t 5^*?cr crrf? f?TO 
a((jM? ?T ?'f??r ■(;?; alJ;;;^ ?fB( c? at f??riJ ?(x«rnRC*r sr •rre^ iRTf^ torf? 
?R, a*RRT *((5TO ^dO ?R »1(M41H"1 I CTRIRT 5rT«tR«(5: aTR? union board 
5TfT??RT ROT fl^fTOT TORI 5(?TO f??? at R RRRI? «r*fl[7 TOTO C Tr ^ Tl H* 
M T RRac? m m kooo {?m ??ir to? ?tto ^ T to rh . to ir^f^Jro 
n??tm1CH? TO ir?r iRT i>m TO to? ?tto ^rirociRi atro at Rirsdl frorlii 
ami? Hw ?? 4Kai a?aR atijja f?5R ^ff?Ri c?*i*t f?? *\^hih ?ai af??r arfaro 
nrftTO ?Tl arf? tot ?t? RTR^I? *r^ *r?TO union board TOFT?TOT- 
♦t^TaCO TORT <5Ff??T ?f?5 •(fir?TRlf?TO ?*T&lt?( ?TTO AlTOf af?C?Rl 

Sir, ?TTad> TOT ?R C? RIR?1? ?*!Jl *TO? free quinine f?SlC«r? 
IRT 0 aa To To? rrrt «Ff?fmRi TOR TO ?f at ^TO;ta? to ? ? ! ? 
ftCOT RTI atf? TOTT af? TOR^ R^ RTOI at i>TTO;;fir? RRT union board 
dispensary ? R^RTT ?TT^Tt?T mWH ?TTOT ?t?i:?R I TOTTO CTO? S^TO ?tC?l 

Sir, TOR^ >Wn *TO1 STTOTR? ROTfRlT fRRRRT? fRT « I T R^ KCa? 
fRT C? STVT ??rR a?R 4ITOI af??TCfR aifR TOTTO C*Rlia TOTO fTOtti flRf 

tTTO^a w a?R c? TOfc fWTOR af?iTRR htTr TOiw afRff ftcff R iT i af a 
RTi TOR TO ?? ??R aft Sctot to ftc? af to to fir toTOi 

fTt*t TOIT ft? 5(#l5l RTXITT RRfR TtoR^ ^ fM*?l*Tn*{4ltn fip flR TORT ffSifRt 

mro wm > r ? ; t 7 R l R n^t? itwi 
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•at ^ ^ scitbr ^ wf^\ iiw ff at 

KjmR ^[f5wr w CTO 'arct tot to tor tot itcn ii^wto- 

5Tt8w ^?;:«tT ftc^ ^[n cwr to tor^ 

wrt mT*R ffCtrfOT StfC^TTO ^ 8RE ^>a TOT? 5T?T. S. K. 2lTo^l*<t# ?0,000^ 
im a TOf^ f^-roa atTS’^rro eo.ooo^ tort ?f?fTCf=n «ntR to 

»T??(ftTO c? CHitC8R-a5f«ro afc*&T*T^t;,ta to?1i hH TOafI? flcia TO 

•rTvSpw ^i 

atBRT ?ic8rci? ' ? cro? ??7T? ar^ af??TfwTH, fro ctot«, to »rr TOtot 
to*r «TT5rt TOnrro ?t aTOtro tototc^t a^ froci? ^fro* to ai 
TO cT5V^ nf?roTcn? froti «FrtR to ^ *Tf*!i H^’ranTH af'5'^T?«QfTO 
at^ «if?TO ?'T?cotri artR tot ?ft? hkhI? ?*!rt *to? Stotv aTa^TOn^TO 
Sn?;;®' totrt ^frowi at trot? H^naTO toto to TOtc?? =m atror mta 
^ar sRTOTiF n:c<t to 5f5T5 to 

«ntR ?T?.aT aroc?? ary torf toc?? ?Tc®i5 aarcarro afro tot afiPST awi^ 
TO aro*? a^ttr arro? ar afro a;?; a;?T^ aro? arofa? a^ aar arir 
^f??T <Taci5TT — 

^ ai?a*l ?ff?T5T — 

Ij o^T 

»(^aaHRca? ®aa;« toi ?c 5 a?^ at aaj1-a«Tc?f H^aaara aart-aw 
aar ?? aar. fa**^ ^oaaarca? arar cat TtjTto cat fcjlro aiT^ca i 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that about 0 more members want to speak. 
So I must adjust the time of the speakers as I must close down at a 
certain time. 

Mr. Khwajt 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, may I sug^gest that Maulvi 
Abdul Jabbar may be given a chance to speak as he has not spoken at 
all this jJession? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then his name should have been given earlier. 

Mr. PRAMATHA MATH BANERJEE: Sir, may I suggest that 
each speaker may be given three minutes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider that. 

Miailvi ABDUL 4ABBAR: Sir, I would like to make a few remarks 
Tegardifig Public Health. The money provided for supply of kala-asar 
jpecific and quinine in the rural areas in quite insufficient. In the 
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rural areas, kala-azar, malaria and other di|easeb take a very large toll 
every year for want of any treatment. In the majority of cases no 
medical relief is available to them. The lew dispensaries that exist 
in the countryside are not sufficient to serve the vast population 
inhabiting the rural areas and even in these dispensaries the quantity 
of special medicine supplied for treatment of kala-azar is quite 
inadequate. The consequent result is that a majority of the people in 
the remote villages who lead their life in half-starvation and extreme 
poverty get no medical relief. I think this is one of the reasons why 
many of our educated men have abandoned their country homes and 
have flocked in the towns. 

Sir, the existing liealth units in eacli thana under^p Sanitary 
Inspectors are doing no useful work to tlie extent whi(*h it was expected 
of them. The present h(*alth units should be done away with for 
something better. The proposal for the establishment of a dispensary 
in each union to he in charge of a medical offi(*er who will give both 
preventive and curative reliefs is welc<mie and (iovernment ought to 
consider the matter seriously at once with a view to deal with the 
problem of rural health effectivel\ commeii’^urate with the need of the 
people in the countryside. 

To give relief to the rural poj>ulation until any comprehensive 
flcherne is prepared it is not only necessary to e(iuij) the existing village 
dispensari(‘s with increased sui)pl\ of (juinine and si)ecial medicines 
for treatment of malaria and kala-azar, but it is also necessary through 
the mtMlium of district hoards or union hoards to open the re(iuisite 
number of malaria and kala-azar centres in the rural areas at such 
places where there are no dispensaritvs within a reasonable distance. 
This nu'ans more ami increa.sed grants to the local bodies, but nothing 
substantive has been done in this direction. 

Sir. it is the dut> of all civil is(‘d gov(‘rnment> to help the people 
in gt'tting rid of all pre\(‘titibb‘ and other disease^. In the name of 
the suffering humanity I w(»uld appeal to the iron’ble Minister to 
realise the de])th of misery and the extent of suffering of the people 
living in the villages and take effective steps in the matter without 
any further delay. 

Sir, though provision has been made for rural water-supply, but in 
view of the huge demand the provision seems to be quite inadequate. 
In this connection 1 would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the fact that sinking of wells and tube-wells has been made 
conditional on local contribution and the inevitable result of this has 
been that the poor people who are unable to make any contribution 
have been mostly deprived of the benefit of water-supply provided* by 
the Government, Scarcity of good drinking water in the ruyd area 
is so great that it calls for immediate attention of Ihe Government. 
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f wotild accordinjjrly recjfaest the flon’ble Minister to prepare a 
comprehensive scheme for rural water-supply and not to make looal 
contribution a condition precedent to sinkinj? wells in all cases. With 
these words. Sir, I resume my seat. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Sir, 1 want to speak about 
the proposed establishment (»f a climatic sanitarium at Kalimpong. 
You all know that in Bengal out of a population of 50 millions a 
million, that is, 10 lakhs 

The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur* of DaiMMi: 

Sir, the hSnourahle member is speaking on a Medical subject and nol 
on a Public Health subject. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: No, Sir. This is a Public 
Health subject. 1 am referring to the Tuberculosis Sanitarium 

Mr. SPEAKER: \Vh alevei it is, \ou may sj>eak on the Public 
Health aspect and not on its Mcdic’al aspcid. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Sir, 1 think, he can refer to the 
the preventive side and not to the oirative side of tuberculosis. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur* of Dacca: 

Yes, Sir, that he can do. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: All right, Sir 1 will 

epeak on prevention of tuberculosis. 

Sir, at?' present there are 10 lakhs of people suffering from tuber- 
culosis in Bengal of whom 2 lakhs are in such an advanced stage that 
their sputum, their coughing and their sneezing carry infection to 
.other people. As a matter <if fa< t, out of every 50 men in Ikmgal one 
is a source of infection to others and in this House with a membership 
of 250, 5 of us are .spreading the disease all around us, and in every 
village of Bengal there are at least ten people who may be a source of 
infection to others. So that is tlie position of Bengal and if we want 
to save Bengal from this, we must go ahead with the problem of 
pinvention of infection. How that infection can 1)e prevented? The 
only* effective way of preventing the spread of infection is to have 
eaaitarimns in suitgl|)e areas and the best sites for baring sanitarinnw 
mm ike hills. I, a veteran, tuberculosis patient, bare snBemd froai 
18 
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pulminory tuberculosis once 20 years baci| and' again from tuberculosis 
of the bone eight or nine years back. I know how to prevent the spread 
of infection. There is only one place where you can go if you want 
to be cured and also if you want to see that others are not infected 
and that is the hills. In Bengal there are three such hill places, vis?., 
Darjeeling, Eurseong and Ealimpong. I had been to Eurseong and 
I know that that place is not suitable because if you want to be cured 
of tuberculosisrand not spread infection to others you must have 
sufficient sun-shine and in Eurseong in every month I think it rains 
nearly 13 days. Not only this, there is also constant fog. So you 
cannot expose yourself. Similar is the condition of Darjeeling. The 
only place which is most convenient for the treatment of ^tuberculosis 
is Ealimpong. This is not only my own personal experience but this 
experience has been borne out by an expert Committee which was 
appointed by the Bengal Government in 1935 to go into the matter and 
they after investigation 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid you are speaking not on prevention 
but on cure. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: 1 am speaking about 
prevention. In the case of tuberculosis prevention and cure go hand 
in hand. Sir, 1 am an expert in tuberculosis. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I know all experts are dangerous men. ' 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, he is a doctor and patient 
combined in one. (Laughter.) 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: In 1935 a committee was 
appointed by Bengal Government. That committee consisied of five 
experts and those experts came to the conclusion that in the whole 
district of Darjeeling the Ealimpong ridge is the most suitable spot. 
And there is one spot in that Ealimpong ridge which is called Birkmjre 
Site and which got 87 marks out of 100 and this was the highest mark 
which any single spot got. To get further expert opinion, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal invited the Superintendent of the best sanitarium in 
India, that is the Madanapalli Sanitarium in Madras, to go into the 
matter. He himself went over the whole of the Daqeeling district, 
investigated into the matter and came to the conclusion that this 
Birkmyre Site was the best place. But as you know, Sir, ther^ is a 
band of Missionaries there in Ealimpong who p^ticalljr ruks iu that 
area and as soon as those Missionaries found that some outsiders were 
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oomiag who might influfuce the people there, they at ouce raised a 
hue and cry saying that this place will be full of tuberculosis if a 
sanitarium is established there. 

(The member at this stage having reached his time-limit resumed 
hie ^ seat.) 

Mr. W. C. PATTOM; Mi Speaker, Sir. 1 am ^re there is not f 
single member of this House who is not in syiujinthy with the sufferers 
from the dread disea.se of tuberculosis. I consider that the wdde-spread 
nature of this disease in llengal is one of the main prohhuns which the 
(lovernment will have to face and fight continually for many y<*ars to 
come. 

But with regard to the point^ rai.sed by Dr. Suresh ('handra 
Banerjee, I can assure him from m\ own personnl knowb‘«lge and from 
what has been dom‘ h\ (rovernmeiil that th<‘re has b(‘en no apathy on 
the jMiri of (Jovtu'nment . The onl\ reason why this sanitarium was 
not starte<l ladon* is the diHiculty wdiicdi has arisen in selecting a 
'suitable site, (hie condition is that the site shall Im* climaticailly suit- 
able for curing luberculosih, and the second is that it shall he in Ihuigal. 
These two conditions do not naturally go together. After making the 
investigations, the doctors decided that Kalimpong was to some extent 
suitable, not that it was an idml place at all, but it was probably one 
•of the best. That was the opinion of the experts who investigated on 
behalf of (xovernment, hut that opinion was not agreed to by the 
meml)ers of the niedit^il profession who have lived in Kalimpong for 
any length of time and who have known Kalimpong througli and 
through. They and the people ot Kalimpong know that the site selected 
(M>uld only be a hot w'eather sanitarium at best, and that it is not 
possible for plains people whose resistance has already been redacted 
by tlie disease to remain there in winbjr. It is subject at times to 
inUmse mist jirobahlv averaging some 450 hours in the ytHir, and 
probably for every hour of mist w^e <w.ii count a death for a tuberculosis 
case. Last October some of the Hon’ble Ministers went to Kalimpong 
to inspect the selected site for the sanitarium and I am glad to say 
that on the very day on wbich they inspected the wlnde (d the site was 
covered by mist, and the only place which they could see whs the plot 
of land on which they were standing. 

But this is not the only reason why the people of Kalimpong have 
agitated against the establishment of a climatic sanitarium there. 
•They fear the spread of the disease amongst their own members. They 
know that Kalimpong is unsuitable for the cure of tuberculosis by 
climate, but they know also that if Kalimpong be given the name of 
being ^imatically snitable by the establishment of a climatic sanitarium 
there that for every one who goes to the sanitvium there will be mamy 
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«tberH who sa.y, “Why should I pay Rs. 5 oi^Rs. 10 per day to live in 
the saiiitariuiii, when I can be cured by going to Kalimpong and living 
in cheap (juarters in the town?” The result will be the spread of 
infection which cannot be controlled. The conviction of the people of 
Kalimpong is not due t(> any superstition nor to influence from the 
three or four relatively wealthy people who have settled there. It is 
based iij)iui common sense and upon the established facts as known to 
them in connection with other climatic sanitoria. Ijct me read you 
some extracts from a letter written by Dr. K. T. rousins when in charge 
of Almora Sanitorium — 

“It will certainly be a disiister to the public health of the town if 
A sa/nitarium is built in Kalimpong. In Almora for fifty years or more 
people with tuberculosis have been coming up from the plains and have 
so infected every house almost in the place that the previously healthy 
j»opulutiori liuve become Heri(uisl\ aftecttul. Almora has a ptirticularly 
good climate for luberculosi.s^ whereas Kalimi)ong certainly has not. 

“Alter allowing th«‘se things to go on for half a century, the Alraom 
Munici])ulity has this year passed a by-law (vsbicb one feels pretty 
sure, will not, and cannot la* enforced) to tr\ to ])revt‘ut tuberculosis 
patients from occupying bouses in tlic more (ooad(‘d areas of the 
bazar.” 

That is th(‘ view’ of (he Kalimpong people and that view is justified 
by an t‘\pert.. R(*alising tlies(‘ difiiculties 1 have for .some time past 
nnd when opportunities <»ecuiTed been seari hino (be bills for sites 
whi<’}i might be eonsidered s\iitabb' tor the establrshmcnt of a elimatic 
minitarium without having the wtu’Nt of the detects of Kalimpoing, and 
on Sunday next the S\irgeon-( n*nera1 for Hetigal, the ])ire<’t-or f»f Public 
Health and Dr. Tkii will accompany tlo* Civil Surgeon of Darjeeling 
and m>self to inspect a sit«‘ culled Laringaou which 1 believe rather 
more suitable than Kwlimjamg, altluoigh it will be necessary U> cem- 
struct a motorahle road to it. I believe the (ost of that road will not 
he great, but even if it were, it would be a minor considerjtion in 
comparison with the lives of tin* brothers and sisters and sons and 
daughters of the poor people o? Kalimpong which will be lost should 
Government be .so im'onsidemU* us to establish the sanitarium in 
Kalimpong, all of which hns of life would be the direct responsibility 
of the (iovernment which did st». 

Sir, that is the view of Kalimpong people. This agitation has not 
been organised by the Mis.sionary jieople there. It has come from tbe 
people themselves and they say “If, by the action of the GoveTnment' 
ef Bengal, our sons and daughters die who w ill give them back to 
That is the reason why Government cannot put the sanitanum in 
KaIim|>ong itself. Nor is there any need to do so, when there ahe siiee 
which are away from an existing town. I do not see any reMon ^y 
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$p good road should Aot bj ('onstructed if a suitable site be found for a 
sanitarium at Larin^aou where ihe medical officers of Govern tnent are 
jToing- on Sunday next. 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: Sir, 1 bep to move that 
the demand of RvS. 47, 11*, IKK) for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” }»e re<luced by Us. 100. 

51TO5 C«rr¥ 

froon 5R STO o«\s4,k>oi? *nTr5tf?[TO cro. mr c^rt 

5R, TOT CTO TOT CTO 0^,800 5R. TOIlt TOT CTO 

^ 8 , 64}0 ciij.J&b5r 5R. insanity 135 TOT CTO 000 ,H*\o 

5R Jt?T error? sri totch? tot 

al ixm vitality? f???«Tl «{tTO^ ^1? 5«?T f?C»UI aCTORI ^ 

fCR ?f? CTO? C?TO? ^ f?®T^ *d?5TOTT CTO? STITO? 5TTO WKICHi 

WIT fTi^rr 5iS?r? [^^^8 C?^ l f^R ?fC? tT!R9R 

®(f?5T?RT CTOCt5 CW fTO C?^ TO? t?l dTOT JK^TiTOTC?? TOB^ 

CHHCHl *(;7TC15 TO C? TO?T TOtTO?? *?t?5 ^WTOC«T? B?T CTOC??l ?TCB? 

TOT? TO 3rT??T CTO W? ?TTO?f'8t "tTrc^j TO ?ct). fro ?f? 

CTO CTO WT tTOT?-[?TO*r? TO TOH 5tR C?tfT TO C? ?TO?T TO? 

f?l ?iTC«rf??I TOT? TO TO?^ »3P1TO tot *T7TO| ?; TO •qrV CTO 
C^TCTO. C?T? TO^TTOI tot ?Tl >a«R C^^tff ?fWTO? C? ^ 

?TO to; TOf il? ?C?T CTO 5^ JrnrTTOl ?:? C?TCaT TO 51 ?T I *rTOt??T? 
2KBTC*T *l5T*tsrTC?? «[TB ?T?T BTbS? Cl?;^, ?T?T ?T ^iTsl^lC?? 

TO" ^WT??T?1, TO? SPv? TOf TO?T ?tTO a?t CTOP?T ^^tTO TO •itCTO? 
TOT ?T CTO f??T f5t?r^yni TO BTOt TOT ?T TO C^ BTTTO?? CTOT I fV9 

amic?? 4*(T? Cl ®niTd? if*?n*^F5n? 5i? sitis ?b? cut? ii irt 

TOir TOf? ITt, CITO ^ fWCH? TOUl TOT? n^»TO C?t I TOT? 

aiTOHI^ b 1?C? <T?1?C1? TO»1T CTOTO TOI^ 5TJTO ?CTOl CTO^ff ItTO 
TO? dll lfl« IT OTCj? TOT CICTO ^ir IT STO Cltl l5Tt TOIT 

ClTCl TOfl TOTt ifl M?*1?CH? 1? ?5TTOT TOfsT^ CITO T6 * nycl C*d ? flCTO 

Bai3^jT«?r df^i TOT? ?d"iTc? I'sl iiTTO? stCT br;c?ti ■a? Cl Wi an tot 
fBi;; B?;? to bit f^iro'il? circ? tofctoi airci irofro question 
f¥lj U^[ Cl CTI*^? CTOF CTO^ IT CH. CTOT? TO?l CTOPCBl BTCl l^IPTCB 

TO~-dA ifi ii*n? 1 ? 5TTO «rf5c?t C5rt TOi 5T;;;?; croc^ ic? to nt? croi 

CTOF llfCFl ITTCBflir, 4Ca?T. TOTH?, IBJT. flCBTCl CTO CUCl 

lOTI Bifl TOT? constituency? ait nPl^ltf^ STTO^fTO CITO ITt 
*fl C*TO •Itf. TO BUT? C^CTB Cltl Cl TO BTITO Bfl? TO l(klOO TOT SfB 

affi, fro ciiTci TOcifiiT cit crorrci to TOi;n to i b irti toi tci ? ftw 
Bfro im? aBtr tototj to toi cum irofur? tofto to cum aicir 
wnRKii im icTOi TO Cl to BTiiT it r caUn? toto i(to;it ' circici croro 
MCl? WTO CTO ITBTTO CTOCl 91 TOl Cl TO B 9 C 1 TO WTCf TOI, TO 

TOrtrTO IfWTOrtCB TOTOW CTOTO TO « 6191 HI 
iBNinr TO TO? t .TOT? TO TO ITWi 
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Mr. AIDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speyer, Sir. while diecuseinjr 
the grant in general, I would congratulate 

(At this stage Maulvi Md. Mozamrael Huq rose to speak.) 

SPEAKER: Mr. Huq, your name is much down below. I 
cannot do anything. 

Mff ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: J would congratulate the Govern- 
ment on their earnestness in tlie matter of rural water-supply. Govern- 
ment have provided in the budget Rs. 7} lakhs for water-supply and 
we really appreciate their earnestness and readiness to float a loan, if 
necessary, to meet the situation. Personally, luiwever, I think that 

lakhs oi rupees are (piite inadequate for the purpose. Scarcity of 
good drinking water in ther rural area is a great problem which should 
be solved ])y any popular Government. In the districts of Eastern 
Bengal, particularly in my own district, Sir, which is a river district- 
in the southern part of it — there is enough water, hut it is saline and 
1 am tempted to say that ‘water, water everywhere, hut not a drop to 
drink”. In the northern part ol the district. Sir, hhaU which are the 
mam source of water-supply have silted up and as a result, in both 
these j)a?ts, dudersi :md malaria have heen taking a heatv tcdl of 
lives every yeai’. 

Now, Sir, as regards the khals I am tempted to quote an instance. 
The ntlier day the TIon’hle Minister in etiarpe of Pnblie Health, in 
rei)ly to iny own starred question No. .'!9 tins session said that aa a 
result of invest ijTution hy the Assislunt Director of Puhlir Health, 
Eastern Circle, it was found that a certain hhal. called Thanda Bibi’s 
khdl, has hwn silted up, and irrijrution. sanitation, water-supply and 
communication ol a vast area have heen affected. As to the steps taken, 
the Government tuldress,.d tl.e district hoard to include this as an anti- 
malarial project amon); other major schemes of the district. Here I am 
constrained to .say. Sir, that the duly of the Government would Hot end 
here; Hie Government eaunot leave the iH-ojile to their fate. To 
include the .scheme with other major schemes moans o >rreat delay which 
the matter eaunot brook. Now that a malaria engineer has been 
appointed, let no money, not a coirnc of the anti-malarial grant, lapae, 
as It has linppened in thi' years past. It is, no use, Sir, showing any 
figure or money in fh<- hudgef hut not spending it owing to schemes 
not having raateriiUised. There are district hoards, I admit, which 
may not take proper initiative for want of fund or for other roasoiu. , 
But for that should Government stoji there or in some cases, take direct 
action if necessary.'' It is really unfortunate that money under Gft 
head “Anti-malarial Grant’’ should remain unspeht. .Volwntiiry kboor 
will be available in many cases, which a union board or union boards 
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oomBined can aiTanjfe,*apait from district boards. There is great 
enthusiasm in countryside which should not be allowed to cool down. 

Apart from this, Sir, I would congratulate the Government on the 
work of tuberculosis survey which they have undertaken in some of the 
centres in Bengal. One ^miiy which is working at Biarisal has in the* 
meantime been doing very useful work in (he matter of creating 
a sanitary consciousness among the urban j>opuli^tiou and the 
neighbourhood. I would ask the (rovcrnment to give this party proper 
facilities for propagsinda work in rural areas also wliere it is more 
needed 

(At this stage the meinlHM having reached the time-limit . resumed 
his seat.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaifur, of 0am: 

Sir, I have listened with gieat interest especially to the spee(^h of my 
colleague troin Dacca, Mr. d . (\ (luphi. when moving his cut motion. 
He has, as is usnal with him, nd'erred (<► certain omissions and com- 
missions of (lovernment — what (Jovcrnment had committed and what 
Government had not committed. He 1ms also quoted eertain (‘xtracta 
from my statement hut may 1 remind him that the statement which I 
made in the beginning wa.s that 1 had taken over this depurtineait only 
on the 8th of daiuiarv and th(' Ase<‘mld> began its sittings on the 15th 
of February y He thinks that 1 ha\e got the vision of a }fnhatmn that 
I should know beforehand that 1 was to take the Medieval Department, 
and to learn up all the sulijects before that. Now, Sir. I am 
surprised,' that a lawyer like him should make « .statememt that the 
Government inst»^ad of an increased demand on water-supply has 
reduced it. Sir, if he had kindly taken piiifis to read my statement 
carefully he would have found that I mentioned it not in respect of this 
Government hut that it was the Government ol India that rednc(‘d the 
grant on this .subject from Ks. 2 lakhs 80 thousand to Us. 1 lakh 40 
thousand, and for this this Government is not responsible. The Bengal 
Governmeflt have been giving for the bust three years a grant of 
Rs. 71 lakhs for the purpo.se of rural water-supply. Now if the 
honourable member begins his criticism with a statement of this 
.charm'ter it becomes difficult for me to reply to criticisnjs which are 
unfounded. In regard to rural water-supply T have alreiwly said that 
the Government have got a < (unprehensive sidieme for trying to solve 
this problem, but the fault does not lie at the door of this Government. 
Gt)vernment have asked the district hoards to send them comprehensive 
schemes. T have mentioned in ray speech to this House, certain dis- 
trict boards only have sent their schemes and there ure many others 
who*have not yet done so. As soon os Government ref^eive all these 
schemes wegaldiif^ ryra! water-supply frojA the district boards I caa 
assure the House that Government will tackle^ the problem in right 
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tamest. And they have decided definite^ thit this problem mutt be 
solved within the limit of a number of years, say, three or five years, 
so that the whole of Beng:al may have a proper water-supply for ib 
rural population. 

Sir, a ^freat deal has been made in rej^ard to some grants which have 
been allotted but which have not been spent. In regard to the grant 
for malaria schemes, I have already meiiiioued in my speech that tht 
Government has revised its policy in regard to this grant. Formerly, 
small siiins were given for clearing ui> small little areas, but whal 
(lovernment have recently felt is that it was a mere waste of mone^ 
to do so in regard to H<‘henies on a scale and they have decided 

now to revive the policy of going in for large scljcmcs which will be of 
real Inmefit to the rural population in solving this problem of rural 
water-supply. Secondly, a small grant (d' Us. 14,000 was not spent in 
regard to tlic malaria engineer be(‘ans(‘ we foiiml it ditfieult to get the 
right person at the right time. Now that we liave got a malaria 
engineer that money will be spent. In the same way there are certain 
other grants which have not been spent, beeaus(‘ when a big s(*heme i* 
U> be taken in hand like w^ater-supply scheme, those sf liemes will have 
to come irom the local bodi<‘s and delay < aused in this matter by reason 
of schemes not coming in lime from local bodies in eases where Govern- 
ment have aeeepO'd a etutain scheme w’ill render it necessary for that 
8<;heme to be modified and also lor other rea.soMs wdiieh weie not taken 
into (uuisidenition at the time. Therefore, Sir, it is not the ease that 
this Government have put in a grant and have had it jiassed and not 
wanted to s[)end it. There are again certain faetois which have arisen 
and it is for that reason that the money could md be spent. Dr. Suresh 
('^handra itaiierjee, who was just sitting on the top btuiches a little while 
btd'ore, had tried to spwik on the ilimatic* sanatorium which is in the 
Medical budget. Sir, as that budget has been a day old now* having 
been already iiassed yestenlay, I do not think it would be allowed to 
me to speak ou the subject, mueb though 1 should have liked to reply. 
As I have already said. Sir, I have thrown out the idive brfineh to all 
my friends and 1 have trieil to tell them that we should all sit ^wn 
together to devi.se ways and means. We know the problem and iti 
•eriousness and I should exjieet co-opei-atioii from all sections of thii 
House, but 1 am sorry to say. Sir. that the co-operation which I appeal 
for is not to be given to me. (Cries of “yes, yes, you will get that” 
from the Congims Benches.) I have already stated that any advice 
which is given me by any section of tliis House will be gratefully 
received ami carefully (considered by me l)e(‘au8e I feel that it is neither 
one man’s job nor one deptirtment’s job. The whole of Bengal should 
tbink and ceinedhtrate in solving this ver>^ serious problem iud f am 
amnry thaf miiiead of giving suggestions which maj bi^holp^rtbby'Oov- 
eniideiit. instead of doing that. Sir. they have criti<ii«ed^the pdlk^ oi 
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€roverniaeiit for wlitcli l^was not rei$ponsible, and to whicii I cannot 
give a proper reply. Instead of doing tliat, Sir. I should have thought 
that it would liave been far better for the people for whom my friends 
here leel so much if (l»ey had given (loveriiinent some viUuable sugges- 
tions whifh they could have accepted and acted upon. 

As I have already said. Sir, (lovernmeut are in serious etu'uest in 
this matter and they are determined that some and means must 

be found, hut, Sir. no (Government in the whole world has ever been 
able by its own efforts alone to solve such a huge prohlem. Mr. J. (^. 
(lupta went on to say that we should prevent death. There is no one 
in the world horn as yet who has been able (o prevent death. What 
any (lovernmeut have been able to do is to try and alleviate human 
sufferings and hrin<^ about immunisation of tlo' human race. I hojie 
I have answered all (lie (juestions. There finve been many suggestions 
made. I think 1 have been able to make myself \ovy clear as to what 
(jovernmeiit propose to (b) 'Fhey are in earnest and they hope to be 
able to (onie forward with schemes. We shall all try and solve these 
► problems t(>j;ether. Tudei these circumstances, I would reijiiest my 
honourable friends to \Nitlidiaw their cut motions. If not. wc shall be 
obliged to oppose lh(*ni. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Ahnl hazl that the (hunand of Its. 47,12,000 
under the head “dO 1‘uldic Health" he redii(*ed hv Hs. 100, was then 
put and lost. 

Th(‘ motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kuiuhi that the diuuand of 
Rs. 47,12,000 under the head "dO — Public Health" be reduc<Ml by 
Rs. 10(t, Was then put anil lost. 

The motion ot Ifabu Lakshmi Narayan Hiswas that the demand of 
Hs. 4/, 12, (KM) under the head ‘^d9 — Public Health” he reduced by 
Rs. HiO, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai l^hadur Jogesh (’hundra Sen that the demand 
of Rs. 47,12,000 under the head ‘‘dJ> — Public Heollh” be reduced by 
Rs. KM), was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta that the <iemand of 
Rs, 47, 12, (MX) under the head ”d9 — Public Health” b<* reduced by 
R«. 100, was then put and lost. 

* The motion of Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhowmik thal the demand of 
Be. jr, 112,000 under the hmd ”39-~Pnbli<^ U reduced by 

Be. 100/ was then put and lost. 
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The motion of the Hou’ble Nawab Khwaja Halftbullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca, that the demand of Ra. 4X, 12,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “39 — Public Health’ , was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As it is now nearing 8 p.m., there is no time to 
take UP the Demand for Grant under the head “Land Revenue.” 


Adjournment. 


It beiup^ 7-55 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 445 p.m. on Monday, the 18th March, 
1940, at the AHsemhly Roiine, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengsil Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 18tb March, 1^40, at 4-40 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. IJeputy S}>eakei (Mr. M. Ashrak Am), in the Chair, 10 Hon’hle 
Ministers and 214 m embers. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: h.Hiie.•^ and ^fentlemen, it is with regret 
that 1 have to inform the Hrtuse ot the <leatli of Mr. J. L, Hunerjee on 
Saturday last. He a member of the old Bengal liegislative 
Cohncdl, and was well-known a> an educationist. Our sympathy may 
be conveyed to the bereaved tamil> I a.sk vou, therefore, to rise in 
your plaees to .signify >our (‘orisent 

(The memlH'rs rose in their places.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 

The Secretary will take necessary steps to ('ouvey the mesHage to 
proper quarters. 


SHORT-NOTICE STARRED QUESTION 
(to which oral answer was given) 

Scheme* for widening the bed of the river Kaliaghai in Midnapora 

district. 

•231A. Mr, I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether the scheme to widen the bed of the river 
Kaliaghai, in Midnapore (district), on both sides has received the 
administrative sanction of the Government? 

(h) If the answer to (* 1 ) is in the affirmative, will th^ Hon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state what amount the entire scheme will cost? 

(c) Will 'the Government meet from the Genaral Eevenues the 
entire sum of money which will he required for the scheme? 



m . (SUESTION^ [ 18 th Urn 

(d) If liot, do the Government cont^iiplate realisation from*tl] 
people of the area to be benefited by the scheme any part of the amoui 
required lor the scheme presenily or in future? 

(c) To which item of the expenditure of tiie Provincial Budget wi 
this sum be debited? 

(/) ti*P people ot tlie area to he benefited l>een asked by th 

(jovernment to^])ay a part ol tlie cost recjuired for the scheme? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKi 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy of Coasin 
bazar): (a) Yes. 

(h) 'Fhe estiinate<l c(»si is its. . 

(c) No. 

(d ) and (/; The .schemt^ has hee!i sanctioned on condition tha 
expenditure from Provincial lie venues does not exceed Rs. 68,800 th 
balance being met b\ hical r*ontribution in cash and labour. 

(e) “IS -Other Ke\enue KxjxMoliture financed from ordinary reve 
nue« — B -Navigation, embankment and drainage works — Works^’ a 
shown at page 16 of the Irrigation Budget for 1040-41. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : With ret(M'(‘nce to answer (c) 
namely, ‘ No . will the lion ble Minister be pleased to state how' thi 
contributions irom (io\einment and from the |)ublic respectively hav< 
been arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar 

It lias a fairly long histoix behiml it. There is nothing new in th 4 
question ot proportion betwtH*n the Government and local contributions 
The total estimate was prepareil and the figure of local (‘ontribution wa? 
arrived at in the usual way. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the local contribution as stated in the answer hae 
got first to be raised before any action will be taken by Government oi 
whether Government will proceed with the work ami subsequently raise 
local contribution? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of 

That will depend on the local officers. 

Or. NALINAKSIM SAMYAL: Will the Hon’Ua fMm^tar be 

plofiood to state what ‘ij>i thf* decision of Government oA thin qucMiloaP 
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Government want to he assured of the amount of public contribution. 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (d), 
will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to state whether this contribution 
‘is going to he voluntarv or conipuKorx , i.e., on the basis of any fees to 
be levied or otherwise? ' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, of Coesimbaiar: 

Again I would repeat that overs thing would de[)en(l on the local officers. 
It may he that contribution will be partly in cash and ]>artly in voluntary 
labour. It is loft to the local othcor, i.e., the District Magistrate, to 
decide liow much of the money should he collected in advance or how 
much voluntary labour will he available which wmild go as contribution 
from the public. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the mon(‘> is to he collectejl as voluntary con- 
irihutnm m an\ extra legal piM'ssure is going to he put ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

1 am md aware of an> law to eiiloice such payments. This amount is 
(jertainl> to he c(dle<*tod as a vohintaiy contribution; and since a very 
lai’go amount is being spent trom the public ex(!hequer, it is only meet 
and proper that the local peojde who will he benefited should bear a 
sliare ot the cost 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon'lde Minister be 
pleased to state if this vidnntarv contrihnt ion is going to bo such a 
voluntaiy contribution as was reuli.sed in the district of Tippera in 
connei tion with the construction ot the Ander.son Klial? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8GHANDRA HANDY, of Ooeeinibazir: 

I have no knowledge about the method of collection made on any 
• previous occasions in any other place. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what arrangements have been made for raising local 
subacriptioD and what process has been approved of by Government 
for realising or permitting realisation of such local contribution? 

ViM Hai^bia Maharaja •RftOHANORA HANDY, af Oomkmuan 

We haie not preseiibed any method to raiae this contribution. It wiH 
de|>end on the local officer and the circumstki^es of the ca»e. 
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Dr. NALINAKtHA AANYAL: Are l!b understand that ‘ the 
local officer is left entirely free to exercise his own volition as to the 
method of collection, legal or extra legal!'' ^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANHYg of CoasimlMiar^ 

Sir, the answer is obvious. Government expect every officer to obey 
the law and not violate it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability of laying 
down a definite direction r>r policy for raising the contribntinn. so that 
no hardship may be caused to tlie iieople-' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

So far no coini)laint of any hardship has been brought to the notice of 
Government in similar cases and I do not think any case has been made 
out so far to take anv action by Government in that direction 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the diflerpni schemes which he had in mind 
when he said that so far no comjilaint of any hardship has been brought 
to the notice of (jlovernmeni in similar oases P 

The Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimhazar: 

Any scheme which might have been taken up by Government on pre- 
vious occasions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon ble Minister aware that 
in connection with the Anderson Khal at Tipperah, there were numerous 
complaints and even cases in Courts were lodged against District Offi- 
cers ('onceriied for alleged oppressive action on their part? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaiiiihazar: 

Yes, I came to know ahcuit it unofficially. Some cases, I believe, were 
started, but they were dismis.sed iii the (x)urt of law and it was not 
proved that there was an> torture on the part of local officers 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the officer concerned was convicted in 
one of the cases? 

Tho Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CoaaiMliaiar: 

1 do not think so. My memory is not so sharp as to remember sill those 

facts. 
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* * Hr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: WiU tke^Hon ble Minister be 
pleased state whether the members of union boards or the local 
people w^e consulted before the local contribution was determined? 

I 

The HonWMaharaJa SRISCHANDRA NARDY, of Oosiimliaeari 

As far as I am aware, Government got some assurance that the amount 
which has been hxed as local contribution would be forthofiuing. 
Whether there was any conference with the people of the locality or 
not, I cannot say definitely. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, iny question has not been 
answered. My question was whether the nieinbers of the union boards 
and the local people were consulted before the local contribution was 
determined P 

The Hon’bia Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimbatart 

I am not aware of that fact. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government have sanctioned this scheme 
in furtherance of the irrigation policy of the Government, and if so, what 
are the reason.s for making the condition that the scheme will he work- 
ed out onl> if local contribution is realised? 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ooasimbazar : 

Sir, I may at once state for the information of the House that if the 
cost of the future irrigation schemes are not shared by the people who 
will be benefited, I think solution of the irrigation problems of the 
province will be a far cry. 

Adjoumiitont motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, our 
party had given notice of an adjournment motion through Mr. Narendra 
Narayan Chakrabarty, a member of this party, and we have got th# 
consent of the Hon’ble Speaker to that. May we have the privilege of 
moving the same? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: But no arrangement has been made 
for it. 


I MARTHA iANYAL: It is the party Whips who arrange 
it. 
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Ilr. PEPUT3^|AfCil(R: There is ndb^ in the 

Boneeiiow. 


Dr. NALINAIC8||A 8ANYAL: ^he Deputy Whip came 
Qie to draw your attention to it. If you like, Sir, move the 

Biot ion to-morrow. * , 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I^object to 
ihei. Ei,ther the motion will be taken up to-day or it will not be moved 
it all. 

Dr. NAi.lNAK8HA 8ANYAL: The permission of the Speaker 
las been obtained. If you want to postpone it till to-m6rrow I am 
luite prepared. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You cannot do that. You must move, 
the motion either to-day or nat at all. 

Dr. NALMAKEHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 will hand over the motion 
to you. The motion relate.s to u recent occurrence, viz., assault by the 
members of the police toree at ( ’hittairoiiff town committed on peace- 
ful members of a proce.ssion on the Itth in.stant resulting in serious 
injuries. It is an important urgent matter and of recent occurrence 
and aristfTig out of this there is no ptdice case. The statement of facts 
ha.CWen stated along with it and the object has been made clear and 
this piotion is within the rules of the Assembly Rules and Orders. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Will honourable members who are in 
favour of this motion being taken up please rise in their seats? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, that will be only considered 
hrhen there is an objection. 


Thn Hon'ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already objected 
to it. 

(Members rose in their seats and a count was taken.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SRI AKER: As the reqtared nimber of biMiibem 

have not stood up leave is not granted. 
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lilt HonWi Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, on the 
reconamendation of»Hia Exeellency th<* Governor, I l)eg to move that’* 
a sum of Rs. 08.000 be jrranf<*<l for expenditure under ^the Ibad 
*‘7 — Land Revenue”. 

I do not. like 1(» tire the patience of the House with a defied 
review of the demands made under the different heads of the budget. 
An analysis of the pn>visionH lM»th under the receipt and the expendi- 
ture side of the budget is already contained in the Red B(H)k, and it 
hardly needs supj)leinenting. 1 therefore propose on this IWaaion to 
dwH‘11 only uj)oij the various administrative ])roblem8, vitally affecting 
the interests of the actual cultivators of the soil, which have alrt»ady 
received or are still engaging the careful cij^sideration of Govern- 
ment : — 


/. — I^ei'isioital Settlement Operations. 

(а) The Provincial I*i‘ogramme of preparation of record-of-rights 
which was initiated ^3•'^ years ago is in it.s concluding stage. 

(б) The rwonls havpjittle value after the lapse of 20 to 22 years 
and High Court is of opinion that t/hos<' which are 25 years dJLd are 
useless for proving anyth iilg in c(»urts, 

(e) The i)revious (h)verninent de<*ided to take uj) revisional settle- 
ments in IJKlt) but this was deferred by new Govei|)|inent to finance 
other projects ot more pressing nature. 

• 

(f/) Bihar in which conditions are similar UHe(|^to maintain their 
rwords by revisional o|><‘rati(»ns but abandcmed this only in 1934. But 
that province now propose to start revisional operations. In the other 
provinces the tenancy system is different but most of them have their 1 
own methods of keeping the records up to date. 

(e) It is proposed to take up revisional settlements in Bakarganj 
and Faridpur of which the records are over 25 years old. 

. • 

(/) It is hoped that landlords and tenants will not have to pay 
more tj^an 13 as, 6 p. per acre which compares faToniably with the 
rates firying fron^ 13 annas to Bs. 2-8 as. hitherto recovered from 
them. 

U . 
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Mr. Stuart’s report of the administration of the Khas Mahal 
Department was carefully examined 'by the Board of Revenue and the 
Revenue Departm^llt and many of these recommendations were given* 
effect to, while others could not be accepted on administrative and 
otl^r grounds. Some of the main recommendations accepted by the 
department were — 

41) New chars should not be settled unless they become fit for 
cultivation and unless Inids of khals and sites ere reserved for drainage 
purposes. Embankments in future are to be constructed with the 
previous conwmt of the Irrigation Department. These are some of the 
grievancei whicli were brought to the notice of the Special Officer in 
Noakhall, Bakarganj and Sunderban areas. 

(2) Holdings should not ordinarily be less than S acres in size and 
where any holding iu*found to W leas in area, in settling lands of 
contiguous holdings, preference is to l>e given to the holder of the 
former. 

(3) In areas parlially affecte<l by diluvion where the Land Revenue 
Settlement is in operation reduction of rent ma^ be allowed on applica- 
tion owing to the reduction of the fertility of the soil. In areas where 
lands heconn* unfit for cultivation after settlement owing to circums- 
tances beyond the contnd of the Khas Mahal Department and of the 
tenants, tenants are allowed to make iem^ornry surrender of their 
tenancies so deterioratc^l wdth option for revival of the right to pay 
wpt. 

(4) Tahsildars are allowed to make collection amicably and to 
abstain from lining recourse to coererve. measures as far as possible. 

Hitlierto improvement schemes in Crown Estates have been mostly 
disjointed. TlitTe was no comprehensive scheme or co-Ordinated 
method for improvement of Khas Mahals. Government have decided 
that they should prepare programme of improvement works to be com- 
pleted within a period of five years and with a view to help Govern- 
ment in the preparation of the programme, a Spe<‘ial Officer was 
appointed to draw up schemes on ItH'al inspection. 

Certificate procedure for the realisation of agricultural rents was 
8U8j>ended in 1345 B.S. for 2 years so far as Government and Court of 
Wards estates were concerned. This necessitated the appointment of 
a large staff for door to door roUeetion and rent suits numbering about 
8,000 had to be filed up to the last tamadi day (17th Apr0, 1989). 
Tenants in some areas having realised that civil suits are more cosily. 
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opinion for th€ rei n trod uft ion of the certificate procedure isjfaily 
gaining ground. At their request if has been reintro<hiced in Contai 
£has Mahals. 

I may mention here that I myself vi8ite<l Contai and discussed the 
question with some of the Khas Mahal tenants and they urged the 
reintroduetion ot certificate procedure instead of the institution of 
civil suits for realisation 4jf rent. Accordingly (tovernment decided 
to comply with th<‘ request of the tenants in the particular area. 

Under the provisions of stn'tion II of Act Vfl of 18()8 A.l). the iSal# 
Law, i.c., Act XI of 18-')9 is applicable to the Khas Mahal Jotea in 
Jalpaiguri. After the susIH‘Il^ion (*f the certificate procedure in Khaa 
Mahals Jeconrse had to 1 m* taken to the Sale Law for realisation of 
arrear rents in the Khas Mahals. As the jotal^rs prefer- 

red the certificate jirocedure to the applnation of the Sale Law Govern- 
ment aciordingh reintrodu<ed the procedure in thes<‘ Khus Mahals. 

III. — Fisheries. 

The attention of Government v^as drawn to the unsatisfactory condi- 
tions prevailing in regard to fisheries and Government accordingly 
appointed a Special Officer in November, 1938, to examine the 
problems relating to fisheries in Bengal. The terms of reference were — 

(а) To prejiare rerord-of-n (flits ot a number of main river fisheries 
in the Presidency and Dacca Divisions embracing all kinds and grades 
of fishery interests and illustrating all revenue problems tJiat are 
likely to present themselves. 

(б) To investigate the possibilitiei of State control of fisheries with 
reference to the rights of landlords under the Itennivueni Settlement 
and those of the lesse€*s or fishermen. 

(r) T» examine vshether it is po.sftible confer oecupaney rights on 
fishermen on the analogy of those rights enjoyed by tenants in land 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act, and if so, how far. 

The officer submitted his final report in December, 1939. 

The question of fisberj rights is a very complicated one and involves 
many revenue as wel^^is economic problems. Unlike the tenancy law 
there is no statutory' provision detailing the rights and obligations of 
the various interests. Conditions are different in different local areas 
and various local systems have grown up. Fishermen are mfistly poor 
and^unorganised. A sudden change in the system may throw them 
at the mercy pf people from whom it is intended to protect them. The 
rights and interests *of various middle men who have an important 
place in the existing organisation have also to be considered. The 
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problems are moittly novel in nature and caWot W aolved without oare- 
ful CoiiHideration. The Boards of Bevenoo has therefore been directed 
to have the report printed and to examine the suggestions in the first 
instanre. 

7F. — Ahevatiov . 

The (jueHlioii of eontrolling alienation of land by agriculturists to 
rion-agriculturiHts has Wn brought lieforflp this House on several occa- 
sions during the last two years and it has been urged by several mem- 
bers of the House that Oovernmeiit should at once direct their atten- 
tion to this i)roblejn so us to prevent further land passing from the 
agriculturists to mm-agriculturists. Government, 1 may mention, have 
seriously taken up the question and have collected statistics of aliena- 
tion during the last 12 years so os to properly a])preciate the problem. 
The area that has Wn en(|uired into is 8o,470*04 acres in the several 
districts in Bengal. The area actually transferred during the last 12 
years is ")92d*d5 acre, i.e., only 7 per (‘ent. of the total area enquired 
into. Of this area jier cent, is cultivated by the family of the 
purchasiTs, dl ;7 iH»r cent, by harffdfhirs and ’)‘7 ])er cent, by lalamrers 
and 24*6 iK*r cent. b\ under-tenants. Thus of the total area only 7 
per cent, of the land has passt^l hands and of this 7 per cent. 56 *3 per 
cent, or just over J may have passed to non-agriculturists so that the 
utmost per cent, of the land in the last 12 years has passed to non- 
agriculturists. But the a(‘tual amount is still less as it does not fcdlow 
that a iM*rson who cultivates through hitryadur or under-tenant is a non- 
agriculturist ; he may be an agriculturist who has already got as much 
land as he can su])ervise personally. In this connection I may inform 
the Hous<* that with a view to make a cum])arative study of the prob- 
lem ami the remedy 1 myself nmtvd the Pintjah and studied the work- 
ing of the Punjab Land Alienation Act and collected large number of 
atatistics which may be useful for the purpom^ of legislation if it is 
decided t() introduce such a measure in IVngal. The matter is being 
carefully worked out in the^ Hevenue Department and I hoj>e to place 
more facts with the vie^vs of Government l>efore the House in its next 
session. 

The ayraritm policy of Government has been to improve the status 
and position of raiyats by (onferring larger rights on them through 
•mendment of the l^ngal Tenancy Act and by .ijpering them facilities 
lor payment of debts in instalments and by scaling down the total 
amount of dues by the operation of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act. Government have also tried to secure better price of jute for 
the agriculturists by issuing instructions to them with a view t<^ pre- 
venting them from rushing to the market with their produce when the 
price was still low. By the amendment of the^Bengal Tenancy Act 
and through executive instructions Government have also attempted, 
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siufce they came into office, to check realisation of all illegat exitctioni 
from tenants. During the time of distress Government advanced large 
amounts as agnmltural loan and gratuitous relief in order to help the 
.agriculturists to tide over periods of s(*ttrcity apd distress and to 
undertake agricultural opertaions so that they might get full benefit 
of the next harvest. The amount ivdvanced during the last two yearn 
by way of agricultural loan and gratuitous relief are Rs. 90,54^592 and 
Rs. 4,87,112, nvspectively. ft is, however, rather difficult to deny thot 
the operation of the Agricultural Ih'btors Act and the gtmeral economio 
distress were very important factors in the shrinkage of rural credit, 
hut (i<»vernment did their best to meet the situation as far as possible 
by advancing loan directly t<» agrii'ulturists and also by lielping the 
Central (\)-operative Ibinks to distribute* loan through tin* village 
societies. I am glad to observe that by these means Government have 
succ(*eded in rounterartuig rather successfully the cttmnnuwsi affifation 
and the creation of a iio~rent rnentahtg which last year and the year 
Wfore assumed a threatening j»roportion and seriously affected collec- 
tions in the (fovernment khas mahals and also in private estate. I 
regret to (d)M‘rve tliat perscms Indding responsible positions in life liave 
been trying t<» exploit the simple cultivators by pren<*hing communistic 
doctrines and creating a mentality of class warfare and <• lass- hatred. 
The ex-detenus have takiui a prominent part in this sort of subversive 
movement. These agents of communism ami exp»)nents of class warfhro 
did not tail to exploit any .situation but in most of the cas 4 *.s their 
attempts to .set one class against another or to mislead the tenantry 
have completely failed. Thes<‘ are unmistakable pr(»ofs of the peace- 
loving nature, of honesty and commonsense, cd the llengal ))eaAantry. 
I am gla^l that tlie ])ositioii this year is infinitely better than last year 
and year before and I do hope thak^as people get accustomed to the 
new order of things to pcditical power which the Government of India 
A<*t of 19d*) has conferred on the mass<*s and as they realise gra^lually 
their r<‘fyK)n8ibility which is concommitTanl with the power they have 
received the agrarian situation will gradually settle down, lii thi® 
connection I may refer to the clash of interests that is taking place 
between the jotedars and the adhiars in different parts of North Bengal 
specially in the districts of Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri and in (pertain 
parts of 24-ParganaH over the [Mutioii of paddy which an (uJhuir ha® 
to pay to a jotedar tfce rate of interest that is payaVile by an adhiar 
on the advance of grams for seed and food. The ttdhiars have got 
their genuine grievances on account of the realisation of such charges 
by the jotedars as payment for jotedari chowkidar, conveyaiM^ charge® 
for^ paddy, charges for the construction of threshing floor, weighman*® 
.charge, eic.^ In the Thakurgaon Subfiivision in Dinajpur and in the 
DebigAj Circle ol«Jalpaiguri, the clash between the two clasfles teak 
a Tpibef aericm® turn but the local officers we^ al>le to bring abou^ a 
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compromise satisfactory to both parties.^ In ‘order to control the 
situation and to make a settlement possible it was however necessary 
for the local offi^rs to check the activities of persons who were anxious 
to exploit the situation for aug’inenting their own political influence 
and strengthening their position as communist leaders; well-known 
labour agitators and communist propagandists have taken part in the 
movement and have rendered the situation more difficult and complicat- 
<h 1 than it would otherwise have been, making the task of the local 
offu'ials mine difficult. Government ho|>e, however, that the situation 
IS well under control and a satisfuetory solution of the problem will 
be soon arrived at. 

before I conclude* i ought to mention tliat the Laml Revenue 
Commismm exjiect to cemiplete* its labour b\ tin* end of the current 
month. Gevernment’s idea is to take examination of the rec'om- 
meiidations ')f the Commission as soon as they an* available and to 
formulate lh(*ir policy to give effect to tlie recommendations at an 
eerly date. It is difficult at this stage* tee anticipate e^xactly what time 
woulel Im* reeiuire'd to finish the examimitiem of the Report, hut I hope 
it w()ul<l bt* by t ii<‘ itioiisooii s<*ssioii dI tlit* Ijogislutur^i, 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, 1 i„ that the 

demand of B.s. tiS.dH.mil) under the bend '7— Lind Bevenue" be 
reduced by Bs, 10(1. 

Sir, I iniive this cut motion only to create an oportunitv to show 
in.y appreeiiition of the assurance which (he Hon’ble the Bevenue 
Minister has pruetieally (fiven us in moving bis Rrant that he will not 
take reeourae to the certificate procedure for collection of rents; on the 
other hand he will ask the authorities concerned to fil# rent suits 
iustend. VVitli rcKard to the Milulivision of (’ontai, I have nothing to 
add, hut with regard to the position taken up by the Bevenue Minister 
relating to dulpaiguri, I very hunihly suggest to him to reconsider the 
matter, hecause very recently I had a discussion with som^ of the 
members of this Assembly representing the district of .falpaiguri who 
gave me to undersfaiid that a considerable section of the tenants is not 
in favour of (lie eertificate proi-edure and so I humbly request the 
Hon Ide Miiii.ster to suspend the eertificate procedure for collection of 
rent in that area. In this eonneetion I beg to remind the Hon’hle 
Minister that in tlie Bed Book of the Budge(*at*^age 65 it has been 
stated that decrease under "Management of ftovernment Estates” is 
due to the absence of provision for the 8|iecial measures referred to above, 
and these ^jieeial measures have been deseribed as suing the tenantt 
for arrear rent in civil courts during the period of suspension of cer- 
tificate procedure. So I submit that the Hon'hle the Revepue Minister . 
be pleased to issue a circular as soon as possible K> that the list sus- 
pension order which wiU end on the 31et March next may be renewsd 
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again from the 1st of April of the current year. Sir, I have other 
points to state in the House, but I need not refer to them now in view of 
the assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister; but I would only submit 
and appeal to him that the revival of the certificate procedure which 
was contemplated in the Red Book should be stopped, as I submitted, 
immediately and a circular be issued within the current month to that 
effect. Tliere is another thii^. Sir, to which I must draw the Hon’ble 
Minister's attention, and is this that tlie pro^rannio* of (lovernment 
was not the suspeii.>ion of the certificate pnx'edure by executive order 
alone, but they arc jilcdf^ed to amend the Puhlic Demands llecovery 
Act especially to miti^^ate the rigours of the ccrlificate procedure. 
But, Sir, up to this time riovcimucnt have not taken up legislation 
on that point. They on]> .sus])cnded the o]>(*ration of the Act for 
two years by an executive orf1^(»r. and they are going to do so again — 
if I have undei stood the assurance of th(‘ llon’bh' Minist(*r aright — 
bv executive onbu*. So it is e\pectf*d that before the tenn of this 
Mi nistry comes to an eTol the noTi'ldo the Revenue Minister will bring 
ijii a proper Bill so that even after the dissolution of (lie prestoit Assem- 
bly the tenants mav not be ]>ut to ditticulty any more. With these 
W'ords, Sir, I move m^ cut motion —as 1 submitted — onl> to show my 
appreciation of the asMiraiice so kiiidK uiven b\ the Revenue Minister. 


Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 28,08,000 under the bead “7 — Land Revenue", be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

It® I siwTwy ©uH'C ^c*nf<r5 

fW-aBHit wrti wli antra ct 

ctin:! CTrat ctnrfi <rr5rnT^ 

® “strictly c^ontideiicial” (lit WtHTT 

c?i cro «ipnra mf\ wm fw 

asn ^ sranw? wishth ^ rttsm enrr fr^tar^ 

^ccinra ^ ®ts-#cw a^n pi ftimpr cm 

^ fvf-mi rapd e ita-nc am 

ttca rail arta nri 

asnwff mtw tensRt jra ^ snti afnr 

ippm 5t?rr ernrrea aimrat msm ffPt £i#t^ 

timwi sww 4WW mwl irarr? isro-slx «tr#^T4 <nn rtcroi « 
VM fw 5tt3Cf WzPF <n»-te5i rtra «f«wi* rtwwi 

»iCT* at astm? «ntc^ ^r^sint f«jw* nr»w 

rtett 

ftpf Hiw* at Oi* fw awcw «ctt« a#pw «nti^ fatw cfW 

•nnr*n sir wif fww w-aw ftcBcri danit, <w'uu s enra-antra oifanc 
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snm’ fjwvwl rttwfi ^ fvHrat <ii*iw m4« *rt 

s^lfw aKiir*r ftfcwRi fsciro ^ ^ 

^itipcf ? rw TO «irTO ^ TO f5T^ TO •(!¥ CTO 

tocv ^1 erolc^ «TO c*ic*r Icr swff^o i tort fro to* • 

TORT fHWCI ^ TOIM^T TO( House a 

fW-TOl TOOTC^ CTOTCOT ^tWTCf^l *(*2nTOr1« TOlTO TO'TOC^ 

SPFTCW RTlTCTO*nr SeCll TOTOI f^F?l[*T TOR ^FC?, ?5TTO[ 

!R;;5[T troffl ^;jSi;>-oo Banking Enquiry Committee ?[ fTOCTCS^ 

^ ^ Cf^tSTO fero fn: C^ntTOR TOTTRI O'TdJTO*^ f?CTO5^ $^<5«*T 

TO9T scrfro R 8 8R ^TO®T TO*?l5 TO^Tf?!^ TOffT 'WC^ 5RT ^•(W? 
^00/ TOT tRF TORI f^ *m?®R CBTTOT f^-*Tt9TOT ?TOT 
TOR BTfctW tt?5^ TO «R ^1 TO?rT RfTOT mtCTSfi: C^ 8 5R 

^TOT*! TORI <TT?1R TOC? ai«^ TOT TO?r? 5RT ^ ^f??T TO’FT 

c? Rra fTO TOT?«t TOR^ C5C?6 6 torI? stIr tor tot, tot?t tnror 

fro CTOCT «to? c*rrc5? S*t? fro m ' s ^ tort fro tot to to 

•Rto TOT?T ?1fTO5tt TORT TOT? I a«R TORT fTO TOT ^T? ?toTt 

TORT V? TOT? I TO8TT? srtoTTO*!? ??C^ ^5>8o-8^ 5IC? ^ 

C^Tt^ TO ITO" ?TTO TO?T ?TtC? ?t8T?T TOSit? ?tC^ TO?T STTtTO nTf?! 

«tww*t srarr? tot> ?rc? q 8 c^RtlJ (>Tvr tort tot? ^?cae wtWf 

t^lT5 (>T?T SWT? f^'fS Wt*T*TT? ?vic? ®TT?T? ^C?? ?fBT?T R*WT? ^RTRl ?f? 
CCW^ *nTOHT? WRT ?t??T BIOT ?T? C? WTW? SWT? 5toi t?^lT5 BW? 

• WWftf TOT? ^C?? !TT, ST?T ??CBT6 TO?T IRfTO STtCCtf C? 5*T?T?T C?? ?TWCR? 
fcr <T^S SWT? ?^T?^ TT^CTJ TOT? WtTOCRl ?*'T1? Council a? OV-br-OO 
»TR? 5T^ ST?WTt5to SCR? S?? ^ WT?T ?T? C? ?T??^ CWTO ??TCTO 
?TWRT SW *T?TCBT? WTf?TO JTWT? ^?T?-?T^ SWT? [*i^5 ?^C^T "tS \C*t?0 Wf?W 
TOT? Wf??T TOBRl (WTtBTTtor? toI-JF^RTT^ ??T?. JR? TOR| 
wtor? SWT? tot) TOTT? tor? Wij'j «Tf?w tot? wc?r) sc^ ^!?<ic?t 

BTTcw? aw()T ’itoH TO? I to? wtoicp tow? cro nf??Tn arti toto 

f?¥ 5WT? TO»nf? C*R WtoT?C?? TO I wTHHI?^ SWT ?to ?T ?S?T S?>W 

SWTW? art? fW-fTC? StC*TT*R Wf?CW f^C? TOT? awl\ TOST? t?CWff I ^ 

^i wtor? ?T tot;;w?t? cto wrcwt ?t cto approwl swr? tort ?;f^ wfro 
STt?C? ?T1 

?| ^;joo TO SWT? TORT ?T?T to TOT ?tCW ■TW-W?T Oo^ toT TO tot 

#?T intoc? TOTt SWT? TORT ?f??T TOT flc?l ^ 

w 

0 1 ?TWl TORR ^ TO-W?T ?TT?'W oJ> TOTT 5tC? TOT"^ ^[fTOT 

fro ?tC?T 

81 frt? 6 W?T ?Tto ?T?TCW SfCW WTiCW TOT ?T? TOT? ?T?>?T ftiW ife?l 
, 4 1 hafli 9t¥nt •iftm ^ ^rfw HfBfw ffm tlw ^otiw ■ 
, k 1 WHWt, 4B*ri 4 Wf-STW 5f4* '(urt icrtHW ' ' ■• .■! 
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SI k iioo ifiw nraSn? <5rot cs fww (ftnn wit sinrtit 6t¥T 
rtsr ww rtwi 

iri »«t?T«'*6 swr sfro fTHra rtR w a«T* new tpnRi supi^'nt 

• >RC*tTiR I * 

fiPF srarr? f?[¥T*t to© 

^n^enr*! ^rfro uva tr-frr? ^fTtotri a »t*^chc 

TOT 41<R OTTTTO TO*T ^tiTT nfi^fTCl I TOS^t a^ SRTORK*© 

>(*?nTC5[1w^ »rTO TO^ srV TO‘-n*^ •rfsOTT't 

®©?© ‘FT^ I sran’ arorj 

6 H^C»Tr«R TO TOTOT ^ fTW »%T<*(t 55 ®TC5 STO^ 

^?T I 

^tacK5 c^ww «rrf5 s^thq Birtro a^fror f5®[ ^UiiW i toti f5*r- 
<fRr rJ.C^ ^(Hf^ 55 ^nt^-jJ5rr ^i54 •(t55rc*t «ti9 

♦fTf5T5l 

Mr. GIA8UDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Depiitx Spenker, Sir, I heg to 
move that the deiimiMl of K.s. 28, 08, (MM) under (lie liead “7 — Lund 
Revenue” be redu(*ed b> H.s. KM). 

Hym fg 5C5m5: TOT5 JTOTO to ^ mM TOT 5T^TO 5rmWtT5 TORT5 
5T5 ^fTTO C5T65T1 f5«© Asaembiy t5(55^3C5 TO !ratTTOT5l*T5 f'5t55 al 

5C**t* SDBT5 ^5T5^ b Wi*( T5TT5f5^ C5 'SI W5 l(but> 5T5T 5C55 C*T5T 

AssemblyCS (cflt^ JTTO) fTO a557t STO TO CTOTO STOITOTO 

55^TO TORT TO TO, Z^ TOTTO ZW\ TOR PTOT flRR TO^ STO 5*fll 

55^ TO551 TORT 5RR a5^ fffW5 *fa TO SC*f5 TOC*5 f5fW[ RTO f5fOT: XTO 
6 %; aPTO TO TO C51C5C5 a5^ cn SPTO TOfTTO^ !RV(> W 

TO C5K5C51 TO5T SOf^T C5 WfMTOlaTO $t4Hni<R 5C5 5T) fW% 

TORT TORT5 TO Wf C 5 TM> 5 CTO TOf TO TO ^ 5TI 5f5« •TOW 

TORT CTO 3rTC5 a^ ^Ft5f& 5fTOTO a5t CTTO f5TC*(l(r a'lRC 5Tf55 55 

515, TO155 f5Rm tsrrcf 5t5f5 TO f5CnTtr5 CTO fro 5t5fl?5 fsenr^ C5 WtW 
a5n CTOC55 a f5*TO TOT5 C55) TO*t TO5T CTOlTf C5 f55TO 

TOC*5 nC<CH^ C5 Bill TO C5TC5C55 CTCC *nt>*CTO 4t5t^5 TOTf5>»C TO ffi;! 
8TO 55T 55 K 5nf5 SOf^ 5T5^( 5nt5« 5t5t55 a55R 5TO fiTOl 5TC»t 

4fHfli5 5^5 5IT5IC55 |F?RT TO ^ 5f5t5 TO5 SCTOT •TO‘C5C*55 f5 CT 

lfrf5 «at5l froro 5C55#TO»C?5 CKTTOF iW ^ ai^ 5RTOT5TO C 1CT f5l 5f 
TTO CTOI515 5Rri ^ 5f5f55 TOT f55 :WiHISI4lS4 1^1,1 Ss.li (tilB 
nrat ^1 •JS' OomwMli. a* sa* an«tr wpi fwwBl ap'nw m wt 
iTOt wpr sTO *«V9 M TO mt * * anptra ant s sjsi pprt cacf wcii at awnr 
at^ a m aT aig«Hi aw wia i wm p w ww twr aww aw « w amr itipwi 
a wm nm t« B [ n ara an wes am era anomr mmi anan a w a wmm 
apw M. carit Siari Msa amn anf«a^ IWfinl afaffi fnant* enr 
war an; ^ Sm wal awnn *tT«ta srarea ana aa tar lf tr a r cacf amt 
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_____ « * 

«ni9Rr c^wr «(RT->*rOTR to? towi «tre[^ 

TOircf, f^ «(RT-*nwnK *(Tg to Ttor a<R rr <freE=n’ fro 
aTOTTOT^R afa iSnro to w tot aTOTroro toto to 

TO JTTRl alTO 2R5R Aflsemblyca TOT RTOrtta fTO «R 

•rr^ I 5WR *?t5R RR?nTO[ [h45 ^rr ®Rj[c?T*r a^ stor h*w h rftr ascrroiRC*!? 
TOTO TO ?FtTO RSTO TORI CRlto? 8RT aTOTTO«t TORT !TO 

arc? ca?9RT isuh^i aRRr ac^ aa^ ara^ srt TbSiaiTS 

15vt*( CTO? arai a^^Si t'Ho fatat cr^ ®naTO?r arro^ to^ tort? 

®RT aro asoRraT^raa ^ ^ n\ toro a^ sifarol? 

aarro toI torr 9rt aro zfjvs ^,^00 a^F?! Bita ara carra cro 
a aaa ®nfa tRcsr ^rtRi arar aixara a^ ?f?a crra® aa^ ^ca 1 a^ ®iaRTa ca 
arsRT "aaR a^Fiaj snaaw err ^rraror arraai aRRr anua ®RaT mVk 

?rfa ®rfw?TO iTfc TOi a^fa)R?r tac^ tot am toto 

am cat c^Tf& cant^ fa^ asi, am «RTaTca croa*, airo cana ^aa art, 

aro TO? art, ^yrcaa w crto ar 1 tot? aaa cat cat ssar errta to taa^ !a^ 
Caracas 5Tt ar 1 aaR acaa cama-acaraacaa ta^ snara ^R^cara oiaiar ^nrara ar^ar 
jparcaa aasra aa^Ta caica faa^-a^ra ^aaaa araa caicai^ 1 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY; Sir, I ])G‘>’ to move that the 
demaiHl ot Itn. 28,(^H,()(I() under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I would point out to this House a very serious diverjrence 
between the figure for cess-receipts as jfiven in the original budget of 
the fMirreni year and the figure for cess-receipts in the revised budget 
of the current year. It apjieurs that in the original budget the figure 
for “Rates and cesses on lands” on the receipt side was JJs. 07 lakhs 
whereas the figure in the revised estimate is only Rs. 40 lakhs. This 
figure rejiresents the public works cess receipts which were previously 
paid direct to the local bodies, but under the (xovernment of India 
(Adaptation^ Order, lM-17, these are now paid to the local bodies in the 
form of grants. • 

Sir, I find in the Red Book an attempt to explain this divergence. 
It is said that this divergence is due to over-estimation in the original 
provision. Sir. I cannot accept this explanation as the real reason. 
Government has correct and reliable figures from which this total may 
t>e determined. The cess valuation rolls whi«ti are prepares! at the 
time of every re-valuation, contain all relevant figures, and it is only 
a question of totalling up these figures in the cess valuation rolls. 

Sir, the* District Collectors, who have afirays collected this cess for 
the local bodies, slipply to the local bodies every year the amount •of 
cess likely to be c«]lected during the year. These figures are not new 
to the Govemmenit, Bir, I can never believe thift the Government 
officers have now ill f^oiie wrong 
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• The Hwi'bla Sir 01 JO Y» PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I know 

to which page the honourable member is referring? 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: l am referring to page 17 of the 
Red Book. 

Sir, J can never believe that the (lovernment officers who know 
those figures and who sui)pl\ tho.se figures to the local bodies every 
year have liou all on a sudden gone wn)ng. I think that the real reason 
is not over-e.sfiniation. but it is gros< negligiMice <in the ])art of Govern- 
ment odiceis in not dul\ realising the cesses as ihe\ fall due. I have 
got the figure.s wliicli were su|)plied by the (ioverninent officers to the 
Howrali district boar<l diiring the last few >ears and I shall compare 
those figures with the a(‘tuaji c«dleciion made l)\ the tiovernment 
officers:- * 


Year. 

Estimate furnished by the 
( olloctor with regard to 
probable cess collection. 

Actual collection 

(.’ess. 

Interest. 

(’esH. 

Interest. 


Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Ra. 

1936-37 

1.63,020 

i 

5,200 

1,43,263 

3,951 

1937-38 

1,04,346 

5,236 

1,43,524 

3,278 

1?38.39 

1,6.-., 463 

5,337 

1,27,671 

2.855 


Sir, (ioverninent does not possibly know througli what great finan- 
cial stringency the district boards bad to pass on a<Tount of this 
negligence on the part of (iovernment officers in not realizing the total 
amount of cess that fell due. As a result of this negligence— I cannot 
help calling it criminal negligence — the administration and activities 
of the I«»cal bodies have on many occasions been paralyMul. 

Sir, if you comparer these figures with the figures for Land Revenue 
and other receipts, you will find that the collection in the case of the 
latter is very regular and there are very small arrears. On the figures 
•which I. have just placed bilore the Hou.se, it i« clear that h^avy arrears 
are due in the case of rates and cesses on lan<U and the dieirici boards 
being deprived of all those amounts w'hich are in amara have not been 
able utilixe them in the discharge of their duties and responsibilities. 
I cannot but characterise this as step-motherly^ treain^ent of local bodies 
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by the Government, and I would eamestSy aft)eal to the Hon’fcle 
Minister to look into this matter very carefully and to direct the officers 
to be j)ronipt, re^fular, sincere and earnest about the collection of the 
cess and the rates. 

There is another matter, Sir, which creates difficulties for the dis* 
trict board and w'hich I would j)oint out to this House. Previously the 
tlie Public Works cess used to be credited to the district fund in the 
month in which it was realised, but from the year 1938-119 it is credited 
to tlie district fund in the month next to that in wdiich it is realised. 
Tins, Sir, is a source of jrreat handicap to the district board. At all 
events 1 appeal to tl»e Hon'ble Minij^ter to permit the district board to 
overdraw at the end of March to the extent to which tlie cess is collected 
in March, when the district board has to meet various liabilities. A 
very sim})le adjustment may be made in April next year. The district 
boards have to face various claims or demamh at the end of the year 
in March and if the district board cannot utilise in March the cess that 
is collected in tliat month, the administration of the district board w’ill 
be brought to a standstill. 

I may mention that we in the Howrah district board have made a 
representati(ui to the (loveniment to permit us to overdraw’ at the end 
of March to the extent to w’hieh the cess is collected in March. We 
have not heanl anythinf»- as >et from (Tovernment and I hope that the 
Jlon'ble Miiii'^ter A\ill see our difficulties and ]mss an early order. 

Then the thinl nmttei to which 1 wish also to refer is the (piestion 
of the outside cess, I mean cess which comes tnmi outside the district. 
Here (jovernment have made ihe rule that the outside cess is credited 
to the 1reasur\ of the district in Ihe second month, i.e., the month 
next to that in which it is realised outside tlje district, and it is 
credited to the district fund in the tliinl mouth, i.e., the month next 
to that in which it is credited io the treasury of the district, so that 
the district boartis have to wait for two months or more before they 
can utilise the money w’hieh had already l>eeii realise*! outside the dis- 
trict. I submit. Sir, that in this mutter as well 1 woubl apiieal to the 
Hon'hie Minister to come to the rescue of the district hoard, and to 
direct that the outside cess Ih* <‘redited to the district fund in Ihe month 
next to that in wliicli the cess is colbs-ted outside the district. 


Sir, I have broujfht this cut motion more from the point of view of 
briiif{'iug Wfore the House and also l»efore the Hon’hie Minister the 
difficulties w’hich.the district hoard has to face in its administration 
and activities, with a view’ to their early s(||nfiuu. 


Mr. ATUL OHANDRA KUMAR s Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 28,08,0(K) for expenditure under the head “7-^Land 
Revenue” be leduoed by Rs. 100. s 
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' Mr. DEPUTY EPEAKfeR: Which motion you are moving? 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: 1 um moving No. 18 on behalf 
of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Hon’hle Minister about the 
realisation of loans. Let us first remember under what cirfuinstances 
and conditions the loan was advanced to agriculturists. When the 
agriculturists have no other alternative to get loans fnun any other 
source, the (Joverninent were rather compelled to advance loan at a 
very nominal rate of interest. Now the agriculturists do not want to 
take loan from Government or f1f*oni co-operative societies. They pre- 
fer the village mahajans and sometimes Kabuliwallas to Government 
because they know that village mahajans or Kabuliwallas will give 
extension of time if interest is paid, but these Government officers 
when the\ go to realise these loans do not hesitate t(» realise them by 
an\ means whatsoever becnuise they are to satisfy their Hurra Sahibs 
in the district heathiuarters. The agriculturists are so frightened of 
•Government money that the> are sometimes c«)mpelled to sell their 
bullocks and ploughs and even they sell their utensils to pay Govern- 
ment loan. Though members decided in their respective divisional con- 
ference that loans should be advanced to the agriculturists by batches 
of three at the minimum, as a matter of fact agriculturists were ad- 
vanced loan by batches of o to 18-2(1. I know of cases in my districtff 
i.e., Hhutinidiara loans were not advanced at any time to batches less 
than 18 to 20. Now\ when the officers come to that place they realise 
mone\ from one man, and they do not lK)ther for the rest of the com- 
^anj . They realise the money from one man and that (»ne man com- 
pels the others to pay their share of the loan even by selling their 
bullocks, their j)loughs or .seeds or anything they hav# got in their 
store. 

W^can quite apprec iate that loan is after all a loan and it must be 
rejmid anil (ioverument must get back the h>an. Hut Government 
should realise under what circumstances the legislators passed the 
Money Lenders Hill and under what circumstances Government extend- 
ed the scope of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. We quite realise 
that Government must get back their money but Government should 
see that the money is repaid out of the surplus crop. Government 
should also see that no zulum or illegal tactics are used for the realisa- 
tion of the loan. The ordinary agriculturists do not know' how to read 
and write and take theii^\ioney by giving thumb impression. When 
tjie officers go for realising the loan and when their prayer for time is 
refused they do not hesitate to sell anything they possess. If the 
Hon%le Ministef^ issues instructions to the Diiitrict Officers that the 
officer who goes out for collecting the loan should see that the loan is 
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repaid out of the surplus crop, I think tha! will* allay to a very great 
extent the fear which generally exists in the minds of the agriculturists 
with regard to Government mone> . Government will certainly get 
hack their money, but what I suggest is that extension of time should 
1)€ granted in some cases. Those who can afford to pay 
will unhesitatingly pay back. After all the agricultural loans 
are generally advanced only to tlie extent of two or three rupees 
and unlike loans which are granted to notabilities. Government should 
also remember that loans of Ks. oO.dOO or one lakh are granted to 
notabilities and they are granted long instalments and are given several 
years to repay the amount. But the poor agriculturists take loans at 
the time when they are fighting wiitt death and, although they take 
the amount with a view to purchasing seeds, actually fift\ per cent, 
of the loan is used for their bread. 

1 hope Government will consider these things. The> should not 
think that this small amount of Rs. 2 or Bs. ‘1 .should be repaid imme- 
diately. What is lls. 2 lakhs for notabilities and zamindars is Rs. 2 
or Rs. 3 for u poor agriculturist who has got no surplus to pay from 
unless he gets good crops. If he gets tliree good crops consecutively, 
he will then be in a position to repay his loan. If we legislators thought 
it fit that the condition of the debtors was so bad tliat a Money Lenders 
Bill should be introduced and pa.ssed into an Act, then we should also 
feel that if village mahajans are asked to get back tlieif money by 
'instalments — it is from villages that most of us legislators come — tiken 
Government as money lenders also should not be more taxing than the 
village mahajans and Kabuliwallas. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Mfi KSHETRA HATH 8INCHA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rt. 28,08,0(10 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue” l>e reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the question of providing services to the Scheduled Castes 
according to their population under the Court of Wards estates is an 
old theme on which we have been grumbling and trumpeting and 
trumpeting and showing to the world that our grievances are not being 
redre8se<l by the Government. Sir, many times question has been put 
in the House by the Sehedule<l Castes memWrs and also by our 
Muslim friends, enquiring as to what ^^ercentage and bow many posts 
in differeiR. services have been given to the Scheduled Castes. But 
to our utter disappointment we find that we are only crying in the 
wilderness, for no justice has yet been met^ out to us, nor has even 
any statement been made to this effect. We know, Sir, that at the 
beginning of the new reforms the Hon*ble the Chief Minister was 
willing to do something for our Scheduled Gnste community. 
And according to that intention and sympathy of his ti^ 
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ratio question was seUled yith great difiioulty and trouble. But, Sir, 
though the ratio question is settled and the new constitution is work- 
ing for full three three years, we are not getting even the smallest 
justice from the Government. Sir, we know that the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister is very sympathetic and has a good heart for the helpless, but 
I would like to ask the Chief Minister who is here, one question, vis., 
what has he done for these neglected millions during the three years' 
working of this constitution? I can say, vSir, that we have got nothing 
excepting only the fixation of ratio. We have not got any justice 
anywhere else. The other day the question was put before this 
Asembly, and every member is aware what answer we got from the 
Government. In the last ll.( ’.Swf examinat ion out of ten Scheduled 
Caste candidates only four were re(*ominemle<l, and out of these four, 
only three were appointed. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I rise on a 
point of order, Sir? 1 tliink the honourable member should confine 
himself to the cut motion before the House and should not speak 
generally. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: He i.s making a relevant 
reference. He will come to the cut motion later. 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Shall 1 wait till 
Doomsday ? 

— Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Y es, if necessary, unless stopped 
by the Chair. (Laughter.) 

*6 

Mr. KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Mr. 
Speaker%aid the other »la\ that in connecticm uith cut motions general 
questions can Iw di.scussed. 

Sir, in these three years’ working we have got only — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 think, general questions can be 
discussetl for certain purpose. But you must be relevant. 

Mr. KSHETRA NATH^INHA: Sir, 1 would like to cite one or 
twp instances as to how injustice is being done to us everywhere. 

' Sir^ with regard to the appointment of school teachers, I may say 
. that in Mymensingli 4,092 Muslim teachers were appointed. 
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Tit Hofi’bit 9k BUOY FRAtAO illMH ROY: Sir, I am afraid, 
the Court of Wards do not appoint school teachers. 

Mr* K8HETRA NATH SINGHAs Sir, when the Hon’ble Min^irfer 
is too much tired of hearing this, 1 am not going to deal with this 
matter. But I would lay another very serious matter before the 
Hon'ble Minister which is the concern of his own department. Sir, I 
shall give a concrete instance. There are in the whole province 135 
Court of Wards estates. Out of that 135 only 13 or 14 are in. the 
district of Rangpur, and the biggest zamindars are under the Court of 
Wards. What is the result. Sir? We in Rangpur district — Muslims 
and Scheduled Castes — are all tenaiifts of zamindars. But 1 am not 
going to speak ab(mt my strong Muslim brothers. I am going to 
speak about my own community. In Rangpur district our community 
is the biggest. But what justice is meted out to us!^ No service is 
given to us under the Court of Wards estates to which we are paying 
our own coins We are not getting any justice from the Court of 
Wards. What is the reason?^ (iovernment will say 

Mf* DEPUTY SPEAKER iHlrder, order. Tliere is t(K) much 
noise in the House. 

Mr* K8HETRA NATH SINCHAs that they have nothing 

to do with the appointments under the Court of Wards, that m the 
answer of the Hon’ble Minister, may I ask why should these estate.? 
Ih* under the (h)urt of Wards, and the owners thereof get allowances 
and expenses from the public revenue)' Let the.se estates be released 
all at once, if they are not going to abide by the decision of the Govern- 
ment. 1 challenge the Hon ’hie Minister, can he say that a single 
appointment Aas been given to the Scheduled Castes in any of the 135 
Court of Wards estates)' We have tried and tried to remedy this state 
of things, we have approa<died the district authorities, we have 
approached everybody concerned, but what is the result? We have 
only cried in the wilderness. No justice has been, nor is going to be, 
done to us. Altliough the Hon’ble Chief Minister has our interest in 
his heart and is very much sympathetic towards us, I may say that he 
has practically done nothing to remedy this grievance of ours, May 
I ask the Hon*ble Chief Minister and the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of this department, w’hat justice is going to be done to this community? 
If the Hon’ble Chief Minister is really willing to do something for us, 
he must ^ bold enough, he must have boldness of spirit to do 
justice to this community, and he must look to us with greater 
interest « 

(At this stage the member having reached the« time-limit lesumed 
his seat.) « 
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« 1^. SHAH 8YEO COSAM SARWAR HOSSAINIt Mr. Deputy 

Spefdker, Sir : at ^ wmw TOIH 

twm tcRtofri Sir, ^;>8o.8^ ^ ^ ^ 

land revenue head ac^ voted a charged fn^RT tHFRi tTf 

^?p*( srt at sni (>hfr pay of offioers, 

pay of establishment, allowances of officers, coutingeu('ie8, inanagewent, 
mismanagement i(rwt ^ ^tlT lOtWl ^568o-8^ t^ a?r JPTO Budget 
at'jirr g artinifR ^i8*rtH*G a^e 

®(itiai©pf*a^ ^Tfiyc^t am? ?t? 4r??i i a*Re 

fRa-?nrt a?^ ^*rorf*!w ?tc# 5 ^Titco ^ic?h ^rti SRfai jwHj'wt? wt^i* srt, (JR- 

»Tm?c«t? ?ini srt «nmw(T mr «(tot Ucitiu? 

wffl R*tfst? ‘W-nw^snyr*' 5rOT?T?C*T? iTiWlK* mtm? i(C?¥ 

5!tc»TT«R ^T?4nxt-( at?RT r*rr: 1? ?^\4rcH? nrzri f5Fsj n t atni? 

RT?T t?Tt «i;;5f4»4T5( iFtirrc? c? f4C«Rl l.c.S. jtfT? ?;;;» ^ 

5tC4 a4t grt^Wl? e(r?''5T4l4 ^ BiTtHC< c^^t*nrV^ 4TOi) fK g ^y? e •m- 

otT"a^ ftro *rrf?nR \ 

Sir, at 4TOT?? aJPiJI tm, 4Tr»m5K4 fPm 4ft?. ?TOCt^ 

?mrt at siwr? pnrtJWtn?? ?Ti^-fT4«rr *tt?3R mint ?t?T ^rtutc? ^rRtf ^ e 
9^ h? 4(4“1 5Rr 4t?rci « ?tc? i c4to fipf ^TCmt? ? cntu^ e[?mi 

^^(?t Millionecr, Banker, «ftw?. 44T9R. ?T?^. ?T l f? " gl? . St^nn, CWT?, 
iswT?, neti c^'T^ 4T?nTf?? a»R mrt <n5«fcTtc’'<5? cnWv mnnur e ermpror 
t4®^ jpc?! 5T?*t «i[mkic?? s MaifliCH? Wttor «r, jto. Hwr 
8 mm?l4 5t?r srf?c^ ?TtaT ?r?4nr?? ?Tr??U e t iRn i m? 

r?^ f4?Tt !7r? ^f??rcm «nKT-g?iTter? tm « tnt?T? cuttcv? w gf«(fr 

[HffrCtH \ 


srafTO «nt4C4 crr?6 ei5i?eK< yrtcmiR 4 ?t smw^\ a«Re*e(f«wT?nn ?rt 
5w itftiCK? 5n? 4f?cs:t I B[T?«?r? wm? yf?iock i c 4T ? T niii1 csm? 

TO?nr, ?*pww, 8n?X*. j^T(T?m. e ?m» inm? f?fw: sm fff i w?n*t 

aw fCWf, ?w. C(T?8?T? «[m? 4f?COT’l 

r 

Sir, at m ffiiSFlf?, C4C»T? «?f?? 5</?ei-»(f?r ei^nfw •tf??!!*! 4Ftnir fmnii 
?«?!? «t4? *tt^??rRi f i e^^atuc?? wi e t^rf ^e nt iHun 
4T4IT ?re?Ti e ?n nf?Hic*i f8?r? m?T?r etfiwic?? ??^ rate 

«R:tnrt tr^RT (tm <rreT nc^e) iro ?t?r nfi^mx? i nf?nrct fiew? 8ni*cr- 

?rf1miRr? ^icrci «fw? 4f??T itnpnix et?cOTi fg t g igit ?r?itir 

f?g>? . f?4 mm? e nrqtfT ftn:?T? ?mc^ era? wtn? ff?Rpri fifrr 

^ t ^f«4u«l amY Ytmr ef?cYt ?lc?i nmwmi "Wfir tnrr 
^ revenue report a? ^ mtlT fflttm’ mtti 

at tfmaft oiwfc ?ii ?a#« ww tnw? to? toprt c? fr?i 
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’ Sir, wifK «rr*wnt cw( b 

f[rt5( TO»cwc5R[ af® <tf <cHi* S 4 w^n ^pf«c?5ffi al cmhi^H « 

«(Tt=PW3TO «pn^i CTO b «wtra to*, b TO^r-ar*^ scfWOT 
nfiR oia^w? trraRT ^t^nr ^tucsi ^b^!^ tosri b srtKr>r 

rtcfli oia^wcw «if<R a^ to? ito flitwicw 

nm ??ri .5W^ sratr Jwfro ??[i Sir «?c^ sw^ 

jrarr-^T^ <0^ cto? ff?irr «fn:^i 5>r«^i^Hi< 5if*WTcw ^ croii 

HCT 5ff*wr? s Bi^t^'^Hf^ if a^T? b ®ntfc^ asfrt^^^^tcv 

a</MT*c «nw tjsTus 2rarr«t«t trr^ 5?i ?rTra «TOrc<R[ ’srt 

•TTRCV *l(f^'Cir'^ afro 571 TOST? b «(TtC?? ®Tf® ffS? ^C*rr5? 5«7r aCTT^l 
bb art? BR^TTl ^TO^?T< CSTfld^f TOTtf «{T^ 8RTTO7 ?l8n? rtTT TO^Tl 
?^9rrTOr a? if asrrc?? ®R^?[]ai rrturj srt?® 5f^c*tT*R 5 ®?t 

anrraRi 

Sir, snt? tfTTOJSl 5il8fU W ?f5T7T <fTOf5 1 tlTTOT^l rtC^ 3f5- 

57?1 5[f? artrcct ?ti ^ nrtcro ?ri sif? artcro otitt 

TOTO «(f?? OfT? ?rtl 15T5T?rt tTTTOTCST? Srt? TO 3151 C 5 

tn?r? ^TT^RT 6 51? of^T^ 3it??^ I c?"^i?i1h 'S»^tc*si*at?a^®f ®if? a^ ®roTrf*pF 

«fT^ « CWrHtW ?C*HRV^ rtTT CTO ?17l ClSTWTSl JpfTO nTt?C? ?!. C7 n7l^ 
CWH 5C5R « TORT OT ?r 571 TOR5TC517 TOVTTIC?? 7175117 CTO TOR5TC5t 

^fTTT-srarr? m?"l ct? ^catoij ^ ?t 57 a?^ 3f5i?i ct? ^fn. ar?, ® 5f?*c?7 

*7T7T7 a3'lf?3 ?T 57 C^f?C^ OTTf? «fC5C*^ 7^ TOT^^T ?rf7CI5tl I 

Sir, TOR5P[ git?? TORT ST? <^f?C^7 5tC?l CTOR*t ^^TtTT t?Cirt» 5C5?> 

TOTTO f7?^*agrr grf? •rtc^TQ crowi art?:? ?ti rttttoI cgiai? to- 
55m gif? af^ t??-agiTM«T artcro ?ri to. cTOc^t. (JtT^art git? artcroi ?T7a;?, 
a;?r?T?, 5m>Q?, ?T?at^, TrtMT. aRla a^ tot^rtt ??1 toi*3 i a^ TOia^a? 
aal'8[?*tl a?J^5T?T 5lt??TsO?a ?RTT f?C7 ‘^FIJ ?‘C*G ?T^ 6 'r" 1T<^1 ■ f??<i^T5 

517 ©151 ?if ^317 aTTa 5?i ow*®? 1 ?T c?t*nm ?T7 »^T 1 art? sriRr? 

atap? <(;icr?RlHi75 ??1-t?^ arc?? c?t5?T7 a;;c7ra artTitfi 

al arc?? 5Tgn? cto 5? fTaroro ihU?iU i cro, c?c7. t?c7 ?T5l-?(7? am? 
5a gi1<T?^7 gi“tt?5Tt??/l5 5t?CaC5l 55TTO sic?T TOmt git?? giC?T t[T?I?5TCa 
??TOa 5f?7r« ?T?^ 5t7TC5l C55 C55 •rtTTCf ?C& TORT tTO TT 
aT7!7 ^ ?TO ac?^ t?TO 5t7T taTTCfi oif? got? OPTO ac^ 

57ca a7 ??1-fT5aT ?75aa ©Hit?*©? Trot? e arrom ot^ ar ?:?? 

5n5T? «Rl>? « ?;^7?H[T? w a^r: a^r: grRT5iT« cro a?!?;’^?© ar? ?rti “owrar 
THita caMf im ara? ajiartir tt?’*, ©art?*©? araaTia TOrtT?rtaa ?5 t?t?t aHTC$7 
?75a7T7 7Cf7 f?f?aci aHTC57 ©5fTO 5T5T gRTtTT f?gi ac?m? « TO T? ;?"! TOICTit 
C5*0T f T7ITC5 1 Sir, ?5T?iH> ajcTcJ? a^T^ar 5©T4a>5 ?75 f75-attT « Ta^TOar 
?7f iMlfHniT TO 5f7?T7 CTO C6^ TOR ?T7 i a?*© ScaiJT © S^al^?! 5f*ini5?l 

aa?© cat ?1fc7 wir? 51 ?ri Sir, art? araar? carca ?i??^ sro *^rt?C5i?i' 
afaali y gl acTOci? wwt^ 5t7c©f5i 
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• »!rT5T«^-5wr jraiT^rt Wiifro <twc« i #ntr ^TTrorw >nf5^ 

fiR^i ^ sfrf5lTO^ spfiHT JBjnro cwf«wnf tw^wt 6;;f9 
sen ¥?r? aopraR ftr ntpreti m\fK terroi now 

^ wr^n 


Hr. AULAD H08SAIN KHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise 
to conf>:ratulate the (loveniineiit and the Ilon ble Minfster in charge 
of the Iteveiiue Department for all they have deme, particularly with 
regard to the amendment of the lleiigal Tenancy Act. But I may 
tell them in this (onne^ tioji that all that has hetm done is mot suih- 
(ient. Many more things are still t«) he <lone. ro-day I will point 
out (Uily a lew important piiints; <1) 'rransfi*rs before the atnemU 
ment (>1 the Bengal 'rtMianc\ Act in l!12iS an* not recognisetl by the 
landl(U(ls ami the result is that (n) they soinetimtvs rwilise rent from 
their old ti'nants or tin* transft‘rors although the\ an* no hmger in 
possession of the land, {h) lh‘sides tliat in man,\ cases tln‘y seek to 
make the land khd.s as they refuse to recognist tin* tranferee's intertwit. 
Thus the tenants are sonn‘times put to gnsat difliculty and trouble. 
(c) In sniiie cas<‘s the y>aniimlar in ctdlusion with the transteror get 
rent-decIee^ without making the transferet's [)art\ and manage to gt*t 
tlieir ludding sold foi‘ arrears <*1 rt‘nt. I should (ln*refore suggest 
that steps shoubl Im* taken so that thes<* tnin-'lers ma> be automatically 
recognist*d by the landlords. 

In the second place, after the alndition of ainrnhs, the zemindars 
have begun to insist on payment of interest or coinpen.sati* for default 
of {>aymenl of rent within the <{uartci which lhe\ never demanded if 
rents w'cre paid witliin the >ear. It is not possible for poor tenants 
to pay the rent in 1 ki.yfs. Tlie\ geneiall\ pa> once in a year after 
tfieir harvests fither <d jute, padd\ oi an\ otlu'i main crop. I’his 
causes -a very great lianNhifi to the pocu' tenants. 'I’hey <*uii easily pay 
rent in the month of Aswin or in Magh after .selling jute or jiaddy. 
But they can hardly dr) so in the month of Ashnr or (lhaitra. Thus 
if zemiujars realisr* rent after the liar\CNf seasrrn tenants <*an easily 
pay rent and at the same time they will not have to pay an adrlitional 
amount in the shape of intere^t .So although filnrah has been abolished 
yet poor tenants arc toicfMl to [lay erjual sums and even more in some 
cases. I should like in draw the attention of f ioveinment to this 
matter. In the third place I would ask the flovernment to see that 
the report of the Rent Reduetion rommittee is soon published and 
action l»e taken as s<w>n as possible so that iiiiciuitv in the rate of rent 
it soon removed. 

I wouid also request the Government to s<*»* that the report r)f the 
Flotid Commission be published as soon as possible. The peoi)le have 
been suspense as it is said that the report if fiu ted upon will bring 
in a revolution in the land revenue system of Bengal. 
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Last but not the least, I would like to dfaw the attention of Govtftn- 
ment to the miserable plight of the fishermen. It is needless for me 
to tell this House how they have got to labour hard, sometimes even at 
the risk of their life, how middlemen are growing richer and richer 
at their cost, but the poor fishermen are starving with their f^ily. 
They have no food to eat» no cloth to put on, and no house to live in. 
So it is necessary that something should be done for them. I under- 
stand that the Special Officer appointed by Government to enquire into 
the condition of fishermen has submitted his report. I would like to 
request Government to take immediate ac'tion in the matter. 


The House was then adjourned for lo minutes. 


( .. 4 fte r 0(1 j o It rn men t . ) 


Maulvi MD. HA8ANUZZAMAN : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir:< 
"inptuHsn cwisq. mm, mm i 

<1^81(4 fiw? «L(st.(4 

OTntni 5n^«TTOT i i ^ sTpt to cto, 

^ 1 COT ijnjTO 

snTOT 3[iti 5TfT?nOTr jq tot? « sire? sni? rot 

OTHfT ^ TOT? H</HT?T ?ntl Coalition Party? 

IC'POTC'T? aOTjT? JP^CSPT S TOTOT *33^5 ??^-SfRT-OT*n?1 

CTOTO9T? *T^ ^ f?c?i? af^ aj'Pt ^ 5f1??t cot? wot siot? ssrrfBptI 
COT* 6 «Ft??T TOTO 5^7, 

fms COT? toI? f?^ ^c?i tort? bre? « ®wtotc? rTto?? 

?RT RTc?? «(i5TTbc? fw-5T*aTO mw >t4Al?l ???r nf\5?TCf I 

?f?ic^ "TO feO R? ?7rT? « RfW? 6 ?TOR ?fOT ■TO R?T «R 

?<-fOT;;c?^ ?;^i c? a^pf^R fw, wr « Hf??T? bqnr Sv 

t*r«tc? 51^?Tf?8l 'a?t OTT?T ^ COT? ?T?TO « ffST TOT ?WTf?R TORT? 

5TCn « WR C?? OTT? TO? n?5^n?T ?T’TO ^ ^ntSRTCf I WKim f?C?r?>R 
*tj[C? CTO ®t?? ®Tr'8?T^?T Q ^fR?T?? C?T? ^'’TTO?? ^FtfT 

?T?^ TOT? f?*r?1'5 TO CTOTRl TO?T Si ftZR-TO nTf??Ttfl TO 

c?»n fro TO? c?T?T c?«?T btro ?t i 

mm tot ?t?« ???? to R?rt?r c?«?t ?t?n:f fro «f*TO « 

Court of Wards <SR*TO? ^ TOT? 5?t?CTO?l 8 ?^TO? TORT ?Pf1 

intro ?iTO?.?rf?cTO Rf?c^ J> TOT froc? cronro u tot tor ?*f?reCTRi 
8COT ?* t TOrt « TORR 8 \i:?^TO *TO^ TOR ?ff?CTO?l Court of Wards 41 
TOwm •(VVv TO8TO TOm Rf?reOTi cto« afero ?iti ^{tma quH r c i a 
Hvrc?inci? iwlw 4TOr torr « ?sRrt? tor itero 

?Ri bTfirt? t??r4 afv rrro ott ?R-?r , Charity 

fttiid4?llT?^ CTOR TO IR TOlt 



11 


DEMAND FOR«GRANT. 


218 


sir, Land Revenue oAmiaeion at report il 

a T4C *ny wjfT* 821 ? f?fT?1? >P!ft Htwf? ?sw8 wti 

acKT? «a?tRr ■hipf?! co^ 8nFr «rm 2 f??r ?r to? ?f?s asrr? c^Prt to 

• *nto? ^ l Rent Reduction Enquiry Committee? f?C*n8* ?Tto ?r I 

5fto^?5toT »iT¥ w?; wvf[ nrtiOT; to? «it8R7? ?t? ?toOT ?r ??u ?i?r fit? 
we <iT\K^c? I WTt «n?RT? ?T? srt e «rtt?t torro ?t? wiUi 

tor TOi jrtoT?n tor ^rstto jr?^ ?t??T? «rt ne^tor? 

?f?refn «IRT? Constituency? C5to-0T? «rm? ??T?TTOi 5HT- 

«r*T JTRT-wi?? TO sr®nf^ ??rTO ?toT ?t? i to*!? 

ttoe »TO’t? JTO ? e ^ n^rz ?t ?fic? 

TOT? ■r5-*r5 nf?TO ?i^*r =( 3 ?=^ ?? ?? ?to?r f?c*t? 

toro??! ^ Political Agent C?rc^ »to 1? n?;j*‘TOT?TO ^?TT? 

ergi n ^ T ^ ?*rFT?TO 8 Rt vlroff i 

Sir, Certificate sr»rr 8^T??T TO?TC? ^RV’^TTTOC'T? 5^1 *R? 1 

85T toro $W?r c?e?T? ^ TOtostf i 

srrre^ e Settlement « ?f?TOr ?e?T? STO? wtor flwr? 

i[?TOt sni tor a^rrar «iw to TO?t 8? (>t?t BRto?? to? to ?f?TO 
9RT cRj?nr? TOcisffi 

•oglrol ?TfMCTO « srtoTXf TOTtoi? eto? ^ i ott?t totto toI 
??TO ?RT rtTTJCIl 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: ?to?, c?t?to f?toT? ??TTO? 

success a? iSRT wrR*«r STTO crot? I Success TO Land revenue policy? 
5RT JR. Upper House a? ?C'5TTO^ TO-TOl? ’d^lto I Land revenue 
policy TOT 2Rto? TOC? TO ?f? »(H'n JJTOT C<^l?C0 ?? TOT? 

c?T?TtoR nrftr? 8RT?i ?rr? srrr*? c?f®t^8 nWn? w a? c? c?to? 
? ti Ttoc 8? cto??t (?' 2 [ 1 ?t) to c^i?c?H, a?t rr?T nt? 5 TW ctoor tor ‘TOT 
e(T??T c?<t toi; c(a!«tt5 TOT croc? «rrt? =[t i to? to? a??? 

?T?TO 1 »THH r <TO VI 5^?! 4r^l??l C?«?T? TOl TO ’TOTto I a?^ TOI TOITO 

?T?*Tr?toy c?? ei<? t?5r i srrf? ?t utt? c?t? cron? ?Tf8 err? 

a?? C?TI? f?TO? SRTO? ??T a??^ ?STO ITO? I «TTTOR CTO 

TO-TO ?to (land) a? C?Vr tot CTO land policy ?f? 

??T ?T? 5TTO at ?t? CTO? ?T^aiCTO? ?TTO TOr I ^TT^TO ?f? \?«ri, WJR(X 
C?TC? TO TOI ? C?»t 1 ^ ^ ^ ?*TO( ^*fW> 

c? ?1f?? ?T?-?T? *if?5? troc?? ??T?? ?? ?Tt I ?;;to 

*rf'*fW> a-cTO «(c?? ??n? tot c^icic?-*, to fs?? w??t wto * 11 ? jr-cto c?*r^ 

??(!? C2TC?Ct? at R CTO? ?T?!' rent collector fTOT TORt CTO? ?to ?Tto 

jC?TO to?ci?i a?t TOR *nf5r? jrtr 9TO tot? ?t? to ctoc?? c? ow?it 
TOJ'-sRSt. CTO? c? cvTfl? c?Tt!> a? T ?< , ?Tc*R K!^ Vito. 

c>r*vito ?T evict «cr?[-v?t ?i ftw?, an? evr? va-a^w? fro i?fr cvifta 
' <»roR ^ a« aKT* m f>w: erwr* nTsurnr wro npi atti «ii>iim« wpra iaM 
' qpatMB 41 fve; nfm'^ (inice wm n f m i il ayRtf m .i •(fnr^ 4miwi tra^ 
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fiT acinjn^i cri ctw cnrront <aOTf^ ^ cot 

abolition fs(C? 4f*tC?r i sw^ratr Land- 

loid^s fee 5^3r c^tcf a^ «RIR« ^ TOCI 3W 

wcvcf ta[ ciRQ a^ ^ 4K*^r, strict rule ifflur 

ai>r a[Hf j[iri mf!rt?^-2WT^s sm^ ^ OTCf C5Ti?T« 

4*«( 56?Tt SKirrSR I «IR tlTBRr ^ rent decree WfR fCT^ «RT 5^w(f^ 

to? ^ *01? C5l-to to?e Cbl'Cac? i ( Mr. Abu HassAiK 

Sarkak : aSr a«CT ('oalition nifir? 5rn^( ^) toj a«(Rr «0T?T 

«F0:fl Court of Wards al»olition cmC5 C*^TO C? WOX' 

«f*WTr??T estate CTTO5 *01? ^ zm wfTO’tJ? m froro 

?IW«rtO ajrv — alTr to ‘RT ?!? ^ l Revenue sale law a?t Patni sale 

law OTrro F? iyr?T ^ i Agricultural income 

ifffT 5Tt a?t «(T'&*<T? <rr? ^p?r srti oito !OT SW?t? •to to^ 

5Z? •nfT?! atR C? Rc‘nt Committee C4 KH:i 

(Here the momlrnr having rtMichod his time-limit resumed his scat.) 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAUIO: Mi. Dcpulx Speaker, Sir, I want 
to speak a fi'W words with regard to the kha-' nialial estates iu the 
Noukhali district. W v all know that there lla^ heeii remission ot rent 
iu those estates ever> \ear to the exlt*nt ot one lakh and more in the 
Noukhali distiict alone. There has been taihire ot (‘rops year afttT 
year on account of frei|uenl inundations and also on account of other 
natural caus(‘h. The reason that lias hetui assigm'd is that there has 
not been jiroper drainage and erection of hmuh wherevto necessary. I 
pray that (Jovernnient should tak«‘ innm‘diate steps for the erection of 
bunds wben‘ver uece.ssary aiul making suthcieiit pritvi-^ion for drainage. 
Then it will be fouml that (lovernmcnt revenue to the extiuit of Hs. I 
lakh or imue w ill be saved «‘very >ear. As regard.s the settlement of land, 
it has beiMi found and one ot the previous speakers have already said 
that lands are not settled with tlu* projier ]>ersons- — 1 mean, with the 
bona fidv cultivators— but with nii<ldle ilass men ami richer people. 
It is the latter class ot people who gt‘t settlement ot khas muhul lands 
iu jireference to real ciiltivatois, 'fhe Hon'ble Minister knows very 
well that in Noukhali, particulurl\ in Sandwip. Hatia. Charbadu and 
some parts of Sudharam t liana, there has been i*rosion of khas mahal 
projH*rties. so much m>. that a large number of khas mahal tenants 
have iMM'ome absolutely laudb'^s. Sir: the>.e people do not get settle- 
ment of lands on ac<*ounl of the fact that they cannot pay stilumi to 
the extent of 4 or o times tlie rent. Mr. Stewart who was appointed 
a Special (,)fficer has recommended that in such cases, namely, where 
lauds of khas inalial tenantN have been washed away, their claim for 
getting settlement of lands should Ih* favourably considered and tliat 
a nominal rate of xnlmui shouid lie assessed in their cases and tjieir 
prayers should be given^ preference to any other case that may coma 
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Up for the settlement* of lands. I appeal to the Hon’ble the Rerenue 
Minister to see that the Immi fidr khas inahul tenon ts do ffet settlement 
of lands on payment of a nominal stilami in preference to other persons, 
namely, personn whose lands have m»t l>een washed away by erosion. 

Sir, in this conneetion, I l)eg draw the attention of the Hon'ble 
Minister to one fact, namely, that in the khas mahal estates, although 
Government from tiim‘ t<» time grant remission when there is failure 
of crops, in the zemindaiN estates the tenants are ahsolulelx helpless. 
They do not get ajiy remission on the plea that the Kemindars also do 
not get any remission oi the revenue fmm (iovernment. I suggest 
that (jovernment should give diiection to zemindars to give remission 
in ])roper and d«*serving cas<‘s to their tenants and (i«)vernment should 
also ill ilieir turn grant ]>roportiomite leduetion of their reviuiue to the 
y.emiiiditr>. 

Sir, tile n(‘\t point that is uf»permo^1 in m> mind is about the 
shifting of tlie Noakliali town. 'Phe evacuation ot the Noukhali town 
has l>e(‘n hanging siiiet* MHd. A eommittet* wliiidi was appointial in 
l!f‘Jl reeouiuieiided that the town should In* shifted to Majdi - a place 
five miles troin tin* Noakhali town Land x^a^ aeiiuired and raised 
and tank" were I'xcavated. hut in the nieantime, the erosion stop])ed 
and the question of the immediate shilling of fht* town was abandoned, 
because a char was tormed to the south of the town Rut some time 
aftc‘rwards, the char was washed away and in IfKlIl another committee 
was ap])ointed which leconiiiiioided that the* town should he shifted 
immodiatelx to Mujdi and follow ing that rcMommendat ion, kutclui 

houses were constructed and some office's wc*re nunoved then' 

(Here the member reachc'd the time-limit and was grunted one minute 
to finish his speech.) It was decided that in the' winter ot 19fl7 the 
courts would be held there. There w'as some agitation against the idea 
and Government camelled that «»rder. After tliat in the flon’ble 

the Chief Minister accompanied by the Hon'ble Revenue Minister and 
tlie Hon hie Mr. Suhruwardx went there and decided on expert opinion 
that Majdi was cjuite unsuitable ami so appointed another committee 
to investigate into the mutlc*r and submit u report, suggesting u ])laoe 
where the town shoulcl he- shifted. Tlie report was .Huhmitted n*(;oni- 
niending that the town should he shitted to Regumgunj., Now', Sir, 
although the report was sphinitted more than a year ago. Government 
have not eoiiie to any dec'ision on the matter. People are ahsoliitely 
in siLspense. Sir, may I humbly and in all humility a.sk Government 
how long they will keep the people of Xoakhali in suspense and in 
this niiserable condition? You know, Sir, that in 1937 and also in 
1939, there were heavy floods due to which the whole town was sub- 
mefgefl under watiir for four consecutive days. The present town haa 
be^ine absoluteh* unflt for human habitatioi^ The Hon’ble Bevenun 
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Miniiter has himself seen how the people^ of ^iToakhali are huddled 
together in the town and in what miserable condition they are liTing. 
The most thickly populated quarter of the town, I mean the Hoatier* 
ghona quarter, where about 500 families live is threatened by the 
Noakhali khal and this area may be washed away at any moment. 
Sir, I do not know where these people will go if this part is waehed 
away. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to come immediately 
to a final decision with regard to the shifting of the town either to 
Begumganj or to any other suitable place, ht the meantime, I would 
request him to adopt some protective measures so that the people may 
not be left in a helpless condition by the erosion of the khaJ. It has 
been suggested that the town may be saved by cutting a khal in the 
Roruigona Targana side and diverting the current of the Noakhali 
Khal through tliut khal and 1 recjuest the Hon’hle Minister to take 
note of tliis suggestion and take neceHsar\ actioii to give effect to it. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: I may announce that there are yet 
many speakers who like to speak. So. 1 hope, yon will take two or 
three minutes each. 

Mf« DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, ?nay I know whether 
Irrigation will he taken up trv-night? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ranno! ,sa> that now. 

Mailivi ABDUL WANED: stisinfs stitr. 

trrsRT ^ w 

*t*3T*(*^9n W C4r«lf8t*T«t ( Coalition ) C'TOt 
w ^Tt9rnr — sttot cottto 

TOR •TPninTtT? fsr^rst crjx rr" 

WW^ TORTIT TOpF CWtf 

TORT? nw1 RUCR fW-SRStT?T fTOT? «r? RTTI TO*?. CTOR. I B HWC? 

btra *t? RR ST? at torI 

af*tCR? RR RrfT'5. •wrTr^ CTO? I tortr? afcros? ^tr r¥TCf 

TORf ^Tnrr rt? c?trc? — tost ctotto ?rt c rt V i at 

nTn4tn« an RTO RTOT fTOW C^tC? TO?T RRff RUR CTO? aCR^ R*T?r 

fTOR RR? bRH RUT? t^TOTTOtRTR ^fRC? b^ltaRl 

CTORtTOR TORT JrfR aRT? f?-RTRT CRI?W, CR? ?T glRH l t? 5WTt ^CR 

btwR ?rr tor tort to?tr1ch? ^gfuci ffc«Ri tor 

TOftTORl TOT5 OfTR a?t TORT? TO TO^t bPR^ -R Tt RRW Rf TOCT TOl 

cto 5 froritets « Rrobf Rtronr tor^ to fRw aroro ^ Kijoy 
PrOBad) Rtpt torir W? toto Rfw fTO-wnr TOPnit Hf 

Rfro TO=ri RTUR (Coal^tkm) CRTlrtTO RCRf TOQT RRCT wm 
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(41 mo Pit at A4i'n,r«i o*rar aaiw * 1 ^ m wiii a at *(fTOw 
fwf ^ in’ ^ TO 5*TWi TOi TOntr Wcv *0^ wroi^ 

TOOTT eT«( ^FTOt aitlTR TORT #HICTO a»TO Sc^ iOrfR ^ 

. >nw^ TORT aCTO ( Coalition ) CTOlf»TO TOI 

TO f«y< ( CWt> fTOKf=? I ^*RTt aiRT TO CTO;Cf!? 

TORrt «^?5 fi^-srarrro to; b(t^ cfRliir toi at »r tot ?^«r *Rlwr ftir 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK: TOnfis toto: «rffiT c<f«W« JRTO 

TOTO fTOR CTO TOaTTOT =Tr CTO? TOTO CTOH TOT TOSTO TO1?TTO;TO 
TOTr55 5Ttl ntlRC^ tfnSRT? TO TO TOT? ^ TO^-TORT l^faTCCCt. 

C>lt ^CR C*TT Rent Hoduction (’ommitteea TOT 5tlTCf» TO>t*l 

TOTO »TT5R-TO a5«T TO^T STOTTO^ TOTO tTOTfTOR ^ trT?RT? TO TOR 
TO-SWlf^ aTO«t TOT? ?;?f ?Tf??T R‘fl1?C<? R;OTC5[ 5Tf??r *T??TCt I 
f??? a? 50R5 TOT ^«fC^TTTO ?taT 5T^ OTT TO?*T nf?«T5 ?taT 

3(T I ^T?? ?TTO ®nic? ar^C? — 

TOT ^ TOT ^ TO8TT? «TW«tW> C?TO WfC?C’(>? ^ ?CTOT TORT? TO(^ 

nf??T«t TO fror grerrRro «Tti5lw to? to ?tr5 ?to?i tori, 
TOTOTO? cronrol a?^ d C9^ srr? «ni croro ?^i atro 

TOTTar fTO^ ^0 |tr to? ?;;f?5TO ?«?T? ?f?-*RT 5R;iaT faR*(> itiT f«tITC¥l TOC¥ 
TOT ^fli rf lC a R CTOT?1 « it?? tlJTrfl f?S? ^f??T CfRTfl IlfT ^PtlCHl Cit TOT 
Cl?TC*TT nt?<T^ C^ITCfl ?TC?? RTT TO^i ITCI? ^itCT? nt?IT*t TO^I Hf?¥l 

c?R ti?c*r?[ ^r»di5 ®r;'i*?r ^t?cai oiTic® ^iT?c?i a^ c^an? ?n 5 5n wn (rriT ’its 
i^iTR I 'WiJh irt mh? I © ^mlc© ?Tt?c? IT ifaTiT *rr?®Tr i ^orci? ^arc? 

•CT? ?;ir ac^iTc? ??t? iti cnt? toit? 9RaT6 TOR;?;n apto nti a«R? 

®tRT caica c?i?tT^ c?rt ®rr?*^ rIiici \ t^F ?^t??T c^amri^ alir? ©iiiTh i^ft *Ff?c? 
^ t?^r? ?©'?^t^ itiT ^Ti^ITCI 1 tot ?t? H?ai? <rn\? i^4t"HTW 4T?C© ?©t?r 
TOTO csttorIci? i^TOt? 5t1it vrtro iri totci? «iti?T?'T 
?Fr?*T nt4ic*t c^Tsrr? a?-^j^T©?K"T ?©?t? stif aiF c®tt*f tin 

ir^STi, iTc? ®RT?Tc? 't(% ©an? ?^t?c©c? I earn? rt?t 

<MFfi> (feputation itR ^T??! iRlI? 5RR I*llrt a?^ Kevonm* Miniiitora? 

5rVt *nTO itocf a?^ larr rt?TCf c? a? cairTOro to? srti fiir crotro , 

?CRT?»© ci6?r 1^1 toI tor;?« toto fiiicti 

(Here the ineinber having*’ reached his tiine-liniil re^iniie<l his seat.) 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: toi Ii jrrof© jttc??, c? arr^sTOTO CTOTi 

ITW ?arr ciTccTT, c? irtarrcror t'trnpcT aTO TOcat 6 tto «iT? m to fn? cvtcvt. 
aitiTOc^r TO ftFi-auTR? tv (f^TOt tot tot? ?<ii v?t vf^i cj? i^r tot 
Wpn{>HR eVTTO R?T IT? Hlimw? TO;? ait uTuRI? CTl’aiR VTWl 

wfe i? TOTO wr citmi, anftci? tot; fro ufroii ^ 

ffUjl aror *«i^ vir cur iri ufvir? tort toiii kit fv*firi iijijl evict 
TOjt, m t?;ct TO?’^ TORti uYi ii i i p ci *iii tort TOtt< cv 
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CHH BT? WS C4**n W SSTT? #1^ CtTPF ^R?R BT^ tUT ITHTOT B*T1tr 

^^TfRTt nr ^ t^iwcM BHit TT JTO! ntmi nt 

1. «rRr <tT9Rr <l'i?rC'-n wmiCt l Btrrot TOI, a?^ Rent Enquiry 

Comrawsiona? nTO*r<T nr B«r*B *r?w5[t5!t? csrsrnt Enquiry m 

c^mtcf; BTiB nwr ^rrr o,, IJnFr nmF oo^ «nrVB afB rtff?Kf i 
^T*rnr *r;;f^ "rf^r^TO fBf^ oiM? >r;;to TO:8r« «rTf*r wac<i — nr Bl?r 

«rfw?r*lrB afry aTO <rreRT Jrr^^mrr nanrcw i a«R arror err? *r^3W 

*riH,c<i arr, a«rmr err^ ^tot ^ ^^rr ?8 rt? anrix i ^ 5?r«n- ^ c<i^,ca nFR ’ 
TO unr ^i (A MEMBER : jtt 5? ^ ^ cximr) sraiT-*rf^ 5r»t^ a«r^ err? 
■arsR 5TT[ a^ ?r^ 

(IIt*re tli(* nieinlMM- having reached the tinie-limit resumed his .seat.) 

Maulvi MD. AMIR ALi MIA; hikhIs ’^tro mnnr. TO?rr 
nmriir ^^-stsiTTO srtBf^x « at?OTr^®t, *r? 

JTOTT 6T^ »r«t «rK¥ TOT ^ TOTnr? TO TO'C'B atB *T«T a^ 5 txt 

nw ^xr? i 

TO ®rfx? TORT <'i‘RrcR nr to «»'t*(HM'»T«T TOTi ?Ff;?ru5nrR syrxT atry Jtto 
TO TOT TOTCB TO fm 5TTO bTt? TOT ^fW TOTX TOR Xte nT |g[n 

^ricHM rR6?T CTO I TO*! FtRRr?^®r $rtx?r tort r?; CR*ft tot tot? yf ? nycF R i 
a?^ B^TTO? TOlTO^rn R5t^3/<p «t?1r a^rmr? ^ totto ^t?(TO tort, to 
« 5t;5 tot? ?pt??r «toi totcb <5itRRiw®T? aTOR? Sa? e r i y n&T? rt 

amr ryrro toxt totcr? af«fn(^ a?? ^rri ?5Tr?r ctos^ cafans^n 
xrfTO^a ^stRRTwa? e to[1?-to? « ctot? ® ^romr? TOr tg^ta 

«tirr a?r^ fRR fRR a?*tR aroca? dTm «rf?R^ sFf??T torr asn btxtto f RCftCH? 

« toHx-’rto? ctTrxr rr to? tot? R'f??T torr. tot ^ TOTCR? a^aWj to t cb 
a?1? aro eiJr^r xt?cB rt arc?? btxt? 4Wi r^Itor a?^ Sf^, nrirr?, y r tr? . 
9rfw?aa e bttox? TOl?-R^aa faTa?'! a^safnac'^ ijrt ?;:RrTt?r rpar tot? ^T?rBCXR 
a?^ TOT? afa*c*r*ij to® totb tor c? Ra tot? f^-cTOaro s btxti toH?* 
cwr? « ®TfT?ax acBTR^ esrar? c^ar? a?Fti? rWIj a»BB r^??tcVh totcb 
^ awa'nry^ to rt ar?? ca? srt JFf?nynn tot xf? a^aW? yfR R T ?aca? 
fR^ RtcB ^ TO R^lw a?1? aroacRf srf? yrf? tot, f? tot « «rn> tot to? afB 
f??T Rcroay ^f??T facRR ?xt? tot? yr^roi tot? to a^ xtrT ?ffir?T? toi 
a^ 5rT^R??T? 0 aa^R^ar?? 5Rt ^??rct aRr caw R ^ ta s n l^aB 'r ? R nt atrexH al 
aanr? anrr ritob ??fR? fRcartr aitaa rt ?? btxt? c^ 5 rfRai?aa xf ?rocxR bc? 
CTOT xtRca ^ aB*tW> TO xf?iT atcRR a?^ 5rfRRT?faanF Rparta? tobt Bnr? 
afRRCB* facRR^ a?^ a? to facR? ann asrra? rtt^r rr; ce>^t? to rror to, to. 
x?TtimRi aBX?T Ro,, 5nR- array-RTs* fv fa?TCf a?^ ^Rii* 5 trft a^cH? *?nr 
Bi* canr t? JTRfr a^nr? tr? aiaW? RtCB Rnfr Rtircf axt tXT-fTyr ri; aro aflR 
TO RliTCf a?R TOT? af«fnm^ rrj?t? srfa ^by to ffnr 

alir a?1? aartaro afsaraa^ xSx a?^ TOBfRRf ftr aitTOt *Rpr taar t5TW a|1? ' 
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iiwr*(TO af5Tv IMwh ^Tf*i'5 JRtr fSvi antT^ 4 ^ 

«n^-<RRTrR PI sisTTOc^ cwtJ fw ni&iliic^-i wro? 

*nt?nn3( TOT wtoh araron? *ir inf^ — ■iT’ir ^wf^i 

Mr. AHMEO H08AIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in speaking 
on file main demand, I wiuild like to sa\ a few words on the eertifieate 
proredure for the realisation of rents, (tovernment and the Coalition 
^ Party long ago abolished Chapter XI 11 of the Bengal Tenaney Act 
and thereby the certificate ]>rocedure h\ the landlords was abolished. 
Then, after that, the Chief Minister on behalf of the (fovernment gave 
us an assurance that the (iovernment will h<d<l in abeyam^e this power 
of certificate for a period of two sears. That two years has elapsed. 
Now from the results of the working and from tlie perusal of the Red 
Book we see that the (iovernment will he fully justified if they stop 
the pro<‘ess of realisation of rent by certificate procedure for ever, 
because (he rent shows that revenue n‘ceipts have not at all been 
affected by tin* .system of the certific'ate procedure. Dn the other hand, 
on the credit side, then* has been a definite ssiving. 

I must in this connection Ha\ a feu uords about ceriifi(‘ate of 
garnishee and anotlier c<*rtificate under s<*ction of the (h‘ss A<’t. 

Estates which make* default in payment of their cess are ntta<*hed by 
Government. Tin* estate i> i»ot put up to sale for realisation of rent, 
but Government 

(At this stage the membei leached the time-limit hut was allowed 
to continue toi* minute^ mon*.) 

(iovernment, as I was saying. .Sir, feel*' no compulsion in putting 
the machiner\ in operation upon the tenant*>. They give protection to 
a few imlividuals hut the\ lu'sitat** to give protection to the masses. 
This (tort of jirai’tice must cease. In order that a country may prosper, 
individuals must .saciifice themselves foi tlo‘ sake ot tlie masse.s, for 
the sake ot the nation, hut here in this cmnitrs, Sir, u«* see that for 
the sakit oi a few individuals (iovernment sacrifices the musses. This 
pruidiee must < «*ase. In tuture the certifii ute prociMliire Hhoiihl he 
ahtdished root and branch. There should Ih‘ no certificate under 
section no certificate in kha> mahal and no certificate in eourt of 
wards estah*s. 

Then, Sir, I would like to sa\ a tew uords about the system of 
realisation of cess by district boards. The system is very had. The 
responsibility is that of the distri<*t hoarrls. Money is advam^ed on 
requisition by the district hoards. The ilistricd Imard ^sjiends the 
money, but in spending it the district Iioard likes to spend the money 
on*others' responsibility. They do not intemi to develop village roads; 
they do not’ look t^ the needs of the masses. They make it a super* 
structure of their own system. This system y very bad 



290 DEMAND FOR G^ANT. [18th Mas., 

(At thifl stage tbe member again reached tlfh time-limit but was 
allowed to finish his sentence.) 

I hope, Sir, Government will take this under their control and the 
responsibility in this matter will be fixed. 

Mr. A8IMU00IN AHMED: Sir, T beg to move...... 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no time tor moving your 
mot ion. Please .speak generally. 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: *n*t*<1s htto. srrh 

®RT sSi: motion ^*(1^ I Non- 

Agricultunil Tenancy Bill *tPT i C5t(>TCC ^ 

?TtfrS ^ C5TOt, tw ^ 51 =(T^I b'lH^T 

2ra(T?T H[T?rt-5T^ , ^8-WT*TT, eTR^TR SI^ C5TCiy a 

deputation •rr6?T i Non -Agricultural Tenancy Bill 

Select Committee^ tw i5«R a 5^ TOT 

*R»t; ftR «n^PTTTO SHTOR 'S(15IT5T<, RTC^ TO ^ CSt^TSIR TOfl 

Hikt \ C^*T?T TO I R sfT^ CSTTTO? landed property 

rI mr ch'i^riTh ?[to Ua.'ku toi stot ^ wi 

NT C^tR IJTiyrTO JtTTOT 5f CTTTOt CWR 5TR. OTTR? ’(TTO?, «i»TO CTO 
TOl a^ «fTOR «IP«Tr ^ ^ 3^ SreOTO RT?rt-5T5 C'vSTO TORT 

cwnrcRi 

(At this stage the meniher having reu< hed the time-limit resumed 
his seat. ) 

Tha Hon'Me Sir BiaOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, six cut motions have l)een moved, and I am afraid I shall 
not l>e able to leply to all the critieisms that have been levelled against 
the policy (»t Giivernment within the .sliort time at my disposal. 

First of all, I shall try to reply to the criticism advanced hy Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar. In moving his motion he made it clear that he moved 
it more in appreciation of the (fovernment policy rather than in a 
spirit of criticism of the Government aedion regarding the suspension 
of the eertifieate procedure. I may assure him and the House that in 
this matter, out of deference to the wishes of the Goaliation Party 
Government hud decided long ago to sus^iend the use of the certificate 
pnH'wlun* for two years and they have no intention of going back on 
that de<'ision at present. H the collection of rent does not fall below 
expectation, it is not necessary for them to revive the use of certificate 
procedure. So, it should lie the duty of everybody to advise the 
teuauts to pay up the arrear rent if they want the Government 4 >olicy 
of suspension of the certificate procedure to continue. 
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Ab regards the pi»mt Aised in this connection by Mr. Ahmad 
Hosain that garnishee and attachment under section 99 of the Cess 
Act should be stopped, because they are alivays followed by the use of 
the certificate procedure for realisation of arrear rent from individual 
tenets, he spoke at length on the priut'iple of sacrificing the nch 
men for the masses. Here, 1 may point out that Government have got 
a distinct <<luty to the district boards as regards realisation of cesaes. 
Unless tile district lioards can be assured of their cess income, they 
^ will cease to function, and on this ])oiut my friend Mr. Manmatha 
Nath Hoy, in moving his cut motion, made a lot of complaint about 
the fall in realisation of cesses. Mr. Ahmed Hosain suggest selling 
up the defaulting zamindar, but selling up will not serve any useful 
purpose, the defaulter can Im* ^old uj* once. What about the next 
occasion!^ After all the money must come from the defaulting ten- 
ants'' It defaulting tenants do not pay, 1 do not think there is an> 
justification lor selling up the middle man. because though you ma\ 
have the pleasure of selling him up which will ruin him, that will not 
inijiroNc tlic realisation of (‘esse.s. 

- 1 next turn, Sir, to the amendment moved by Mr. Uiusuddin Ahmad 

regarding redintioii of rent. Se>eral members have spoken on this 
point and raised similui (piestioii^ in the course of the discussion. The 
hoiiouiable members are aware that it is not so easy to agree to reduc- 
tion of rent liecause Government inu.st be satisfied that rent in a 
parliiular estate (u area is liigh before tlie^ can decide to reduce it. 
Suppose that they decide to reduce rent hy 25 per cent. A man who 
pays Ks. 10 per acre — his rent will he reduc.ed by 25 per (*.eni. which 
may be justified — whereas u person paying only He. 1 per acre, his 
rent also will be reduced by 25 per cent. So, where is tairness or 
equity?' Therefore, unless Government <*an go into individual cases 
and 'are satisfied that the rent level is high in a particular ease or 
estate, it is difficult for them to agree to any general nd hoc reduction 
of rent. The House knows that the general level of rent in Bengal is 
by no means high. There is no comparison between Bengal and 
Bihar. If the rent is high it is the rent of the bargadarf that is high. 
It is primarily the raigntn who realise 50 per cent, of the gross produc- 
tion, whereas the rent which we are called upon to reduce is probably 
l/13th or l/16th. So, unless the hargadar's rent is reduced you 
cannot really give relief to the actual cultivator. Those who are 
friends of the poor or the tillers of the soil must agree to cut down 
the rent of the actual tiller. It is therefore no use asking Government 
to reduce rent unless they themselves redu<^e the rent which they 
realise from the batgadars. (Mr. M. Shahsuddiw AhicT/D': But what 
your suggestion? What is your reply? We have seen enough of 
these^ old suggestions.) Government have appointed a committee to 
go into the questibn. I do not think the worst critics of Goverpmont 
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can charge then) with aiiti-tenaut bias. ^Ooveniment are certainly 
anxious an<l are prepared to give relief to the tenants where relief it 
necessary and justified and the moment it is brought to their notice 
that in a particular area the rent is high they will certainly giant 
relief us sor^n as jiossible. The committee w’-hich has been working for 
the last years has not yet submitted its report. When the committee 
submits its report it may be possible for Government to devise a 
simpler method for the reduction of rent. 

I will now turn t<> the cut motion moved by Mr. Manmatlia Nath 
Hoy regarding (lie fall in the realisution of cesses. As Chairman of a 
district hoard, 1 syinpathisc with him and 1 fully realise his difficulties 
in administering the distiiet hoard with dei)leted revenues. Sir, the 
fall in cess collections is largely due to the general economic dejiression, 
to the general non-f)aynient nieritality and to the suspension of the 
use of the certificate procedure. As Chairman <*f a distri<’t boaid 
Mr. Hoy is anxious that cases should he realised as quickly as possible 
and credited to the district fund, whertuis, as a pcditieian, as an 
M.Ji.A., probably he \Nants to encourage the non-payment mentality. 
(Mr. San'I'osii Kcm.^h li\si : (^uostion!) 'I'Iicm- two things, 1 say, Sir, 
cuiinut go together. (Mr. .M. SnAMst i)j)i N Aiimkjj: Wliat is \our 
mentality n 1 <an tell >ou that 1 am always consistent. Mr. Roy 
makes certain complaints regarding (h‘la\ in crediting cesses to the 
district fund. 1 promise to look into the matter and remedy tli,je 
defects. Mi. Hoy has allem*<l that Government officers were negligent 
in the realisation of ces.ses. It is not so. Goveinmeiit ofticeis certainly 
do their best in eollectiiig the cesses. Mi. Ho\ must realise, however, 
that the {lowers of the Government oilieers are limited, and they can- 
not easily oveicome the no-payment mentality. 

Now’, let me turn to the cut motion moved by Mr. A till Kumar on 
behalf of Dr. Naliiiakshu Sanyal. He said that Government should 
not try to reiUise the loans advanced to agriculturists in times of 
distress before they get thiee full g^ood harvests. 1 think, Sir,'Hhat is 
what he suggested. Gin eminent in tact are very lilieral in this 
resjwet. and the {uiliey whii h they are following was enunciated in a 
circular that was issue<l on the 21st June 1038. T would just like 
to read out to the House a few* lines from that cinmlar enunciating 
(Hivernmiuit policy. “Collection should be carefully organised. The 
centres at wrhich payments will W received and the dates on which 
ilehtors should attend at tho.se centres for payment should he notified 
widely and in good time, through Fniou Boards or otherwise.. 
Ctdlection should ordinarily commence immediately after the 
main crop has Wn harvested and marketed'*. Sir, mark tile 
words “the main crop” which is the nman paddy. 
fore colleiTion should start early in January and should be organisef! 
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so^ail to cease by the^niddi^ of Hairh. Where jute is the important 
crop collection may appropriately be made in Oi'tober and November. 
So Government never try to reali^^e Iwfore the agriculturist has collected 
his crop. AVhen the main crop is a definite failure the proper course 
is to suspend the whole instalment nndi^r rule 15. When the main 
crofts not a definite failure but is distinctly poor, collection should 
proceed but with liberal remission of interest and without the issue 
of certificate procedure. When the main crop is good and tht* majority 
-of the debtors are believwl to Ik* in a position t«) repay the full in.stab 
meats, cidlectioii shouhl be vigorously ])ursued. So 1 do not think 
that aii\b<»dy can find fault uith the instructions that Government 
have issuetl t«» their officers. 'I hat these inf nn f itujs art‘ strictly follow- 
ed will be evident from our c<dlection figures. 

(jovernnicnt advanced loans to the extent of IN. bl,‘J4.(>(it in 
193940. Gf this amount Ks. 35,40,345 was due in 193940. We 
collected up to January 1940 Ks. 5,79,845. J’hc amount 
advaiued in 1939-40 was Hs. 32,13,957. 'I’he amount (bic this year 
was (i,tt3,777. 1 he t(»tal amount eoll<‘et(Ml up to •ianuarv is 

Rs. 6,22,942, out of Rs. 94 lakhs advanced in two years. So the alle- 
gation that Goveinmeiit are causing hardshij) to tin* tenants by 
proceeding with a n ig(»rous [)olie\ ol realisation, hears scrutiny. We 
ha\c l>een vcr> liberal in collecti<M| and wc arc trying not to us(‘ any 
i'oercive methods, in tact, whatever fmyinents have been made this 
year, have been ma<le mostI\ \<dnntarily. Gnly Ks. 0,22JM)0 have 
been iollected, as 1 have already said, out ot Ks. 94 lakhs advanced. 

Now, J turn to the allegation made by my friend Mr. Kshetru 
Mohan Siiigha, that (Government in the Kevenne ])e]>artment are very 
misympathetic to the claims of the Scheduled Gastes in matters (if 
appointment under the (’ourt of Ward.s. Sir, T would reejuest my 
friend to bear a few facts in mind. First of all, Government manage 
the estates not on jxditical ground but in the interest of the proprietors. 
That is^he first fxiint that my honourable friend should rememlxT. 
So, if is extremely difficult for Government to make appointments 
entirely on political grounds, altlioiigh I do not for a moment suggest 
that (lovernineut sh«»uld not l(M»k to the interests of different commu- 
nities. Tf a particular estate seeks the protection of Government, 
certainly it cannot afford to ignore the policy followed by Government 
regarding public .ser\'ices and in making appointments the estate 
should try to follow the Government rules as far as practicable. 

. Bstoli KSHBTRA NATH SINCHAs May I ask whether, the* 
Hon’hle Minister is aware that there is a convention in the estate of 
the Maharaja of Cbssimhasar? 
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Ttit HotlHNi Sir BI40Y PRASAD SIHCH pOYs Sir, 1 am not 
going to give way. Oovemment have atbeady decided that in the 
matter of apfiointments in the Court of Wards also the communal 
ratio formula should be followed as far as possible. I say as far 
as possible l)ecauHe it is not always practicable to follow it strictly. 
For instance, there are no cadres in the Court of Wards servicCli. A 
particular estate may have only one or two superior officers and half 
a dozen clerks. There is no room for promotion. There is no question 
of lower or upper grade services. So all the rules and procedure that-- 
may Ihj followed in Government services (anriot be given effect to in 
the limited sphere of the Court of Wards appointments. (Babu 
Ksuetra Nath Singha: Our case is a hojjeless one.) Another question 
also arises iu tliis eonnection, namely, the estate officers may have to 
look to the religious per forma uces of the proprietors. a Muslim 
estate naturally a Muslim officer w'ould be more suitable to supervise 
and look after the religious peforrnances of the family. Similarly, 
in a Hindu estate a Hindu officer will he more suitable to supervise 
and look after the religious ceremonies of tlie proprietor. It is, 
therefore, almost impossible strietly to give effect to the comiiiuual 
ratio rules in (\)urt of Wards services. Bui Government have already 
decided and they ai'e going to issue instructions that the communal 
ratio formula should he given effect to as far as possible and should 
be followed in the interests of all communities — Hindus and Muslims — 
and amongst the Hindus 1 include the Scheduled Castes. My friend 
Mr. Kshetra Nath Singha has said that 1, as Kevenue Minister, look 
to the interests of my community. Then* is no sucli thing as my 
eommunity and his community, because 1 have ahvay.s thought that 
be belongs to iMty community and I Wlong to his community. He 
wants to raisi* a harrier, hut 1 refuse to re<*og!iise that harrier. My 
friend should have no apprehen.'^ion that the interest of the Scheduled 
Castes are going to he ignored at the hands of the Revenue Depart- 
ment. Government are going to** do their best and will see that all 
communities — Hindus and Muslim.s — do get ft fair chance in the matter 
of appointments under the Court of Wards. 

Sir, regarding the point raised hy my friend Mauivi Gfholam 
Sarwar Hossaiiii, namely, that ahwahit are realized by certain land- 
lords, if he will bring specific instances to my notice I shalDbe glad 
to order an enquiry into tbftee cases. 

Mr. Aulad Hossain Khan drew the attention of the House to the 
qifi^tion of realiiation of transfer fees by landlords in respect of 
holdings which were sold before 1928. On this point Government 
W’ere advise^ by their law officers that the existing law was clear # 
enough. But l^.give him an assui-ance that I shall have the ma^r 
more carefully examined and if necessary Govemmett^ will tiot 
hesitate to bring in an amendment of the Act on that parlicnlar point. 
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*lir. Abdul Majij madit certain suggeiitioiis regardingr tke repair- 
ing' embankments. Gf4(krumeut have, as I stated in my opmiiilg 
apeectb, appointed a Bpe<‘al officer to frame a programme of khas mcihal 
improvements and we are going to issue instructions to him so that be 

3 ' t look into the problems of Noakhali, spei ially *wilh regard to the 
ring of embankments. 


As regards Mr. Stuart’s reeommendations that land sliould he 
settled only with honn fidv 4‘ultivators and not with middlemen, w'o 
have already issued instructions that land slnmld he settled only with 
i)ona fide cultivators. With regard to his suggestion tjiat pe(»ple who 
have suffered from eroKitui in Noakhuli and havt* consequently lost 
their lauds should be granted settlement of hind on a nominal 1 

have already requested the Colleet^ir to go into the question. If 
Government, tenants in khas lualuil estates have* lost their lands they 
have a claim on Government and I am sure Government will not 
hesitate to treat theuj generously. 

Now 1 come to the ((uestion of the shifting of Noakhuli town. This 
18 ajjjrohleiu which hiistles with difheulties. The House may remember 
that a (\iminittee was apixiinted to go into the whole tpieation about 
tw’o years ago. The (’ommittee made certain racommeudations. The 
cost was estimated to lie .something like Us. lakhs, hut the revised 
estimate has gone uj» to Us. 40 lakhs. So, the llorj’hle Mr. Suhm- 
wardy, Kinanc’e Minister, and myself propose to visit Noakhuli 
immediately after the session of the legislature is o\er to have local 
insjiection in order to come to a decdsioii. You will reuli.se, Sir, that 
it is n(0 |Kissihle for Goveinment to ccmimit theinsehes to a jmrticular 
course of aettion w ithout a very c areful exuminatic^l^ of the problein 
involving such a heavy ex|>enditure as Us. 40 lakhs, f fully realise 
the difficulty of the people of the town. My symj>athies are with 
Mr. AIkIuI Majid and the citizens of Noakhuli, hut it is not }K)ssible 
|or Government to come to a decision immediately. 

Sir, I may las|^ of alj^ refer to the remarks of Mr. AIhIuI Wabed 
Bokainfgari. He made certain allegations to the effect that Goveru- 
ment arc not sj'lhpftthetic to tenants and that they .show’ only lip 
aympathy. Sir, 1 only wish that lie had emulated Government in thi« 
respect and instead of trying to deprive his neighbours of their holding# 
and tiylbg to grab their land wi|h the of landlords, he had been 
equal^’ l|yii|^^tic to his neigh^urs as llovemment are to them 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWOHURY: Sir. Dim i« a iwraf^al 
.reflection op the honourable memlier. 


• liff iAIiTOSIf KUMAR BAiU; Mr. Deputy SpeJIer, Sir, I think 
a eer\pua notloe ought to lie taken of the statement just now made by 
Ike Bon’hle Minister ami he should he asked to explain what b# 

m * 
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actually meant when he eaid * 'instead of ^in^ grab the holdings 
of his neighbours, if he had been more s^pathetic something would 
have hapi>ened”; if that is the statement that he has made, I think, 
it does require some amount of explanation as to whether it was 
intended j)er8onaIIy for the honourable member himself. 

Tha Hon*b(e Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have 
stated certain facts and I am sure the honourable member will appre- 
ciate what I have said. These are home tniths but they need not 
perturb the Deputy Leader of the Opimsition. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The Hon'hle Minister evidently 
sticks to (he statement that he made and this he reiterates by saying 
that these are home truths. Sir, if it is not in a figui5|tive sense 
that he made use of this expression — if that be so — and the llon’ble 
Minister still sticks to it, 1 think the honourable member referred 
to can certainly raise it as a question of privilege. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If yon want to raise a questiop of 
privilege, you are at liberty to do so. Hut, I think, it was used in a 
figurative sense. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: if that be so, 1 have absolutely 
no quarrel with the Hon’ble Minister. Hut the Hon 'hie Minister still 
sticks to his statement and reiterates it by saying that these are 
home truths. So, Sir, there is some amount of divergence l»etween 
his statement and your interpretation of it. 

Th. Hon’l>l.*^r BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I thought m, 
friend, Mr. Hasu, had more sense t)f humour than he has displayed 
to-night ! 

Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir. I fail to revise how tha 
question of humour comes in when the <|uesHon of grabbing has bMB 
raised. > 

Mwilvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, iRmi ttsratln; etm fv 
ipwi (.KWH «nf«t >1^ •mrtY .f* sn«tnt wr eww ore Sw Bro «nf«( 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Since the Hon’bl# MiaSitah )im 

said it humorously, I think Mr. Basu should take it as suck. 

Sir Bijoy, kaie you finished or have you got anything more in 
•ay? * . * . 

'•SIh ^ 

Th. Hor*M. Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYi Sir, I h.tr« 
nothing more to add. I hope the House will paee the main denmn'd. t- 
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^ The motion of ^aulvf Abu Hossain Sarkar that the demand of 
Rs. 28,08,000 under the Ilead “7 — Land Revenue*^ be leduoed by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmad that the demand of 
R^28, 08,000 under the head **7 — Lund Revenue*^ be reduced by 
RsTTOO, was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 
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AHrnt Walittf, HmIvI. 

Ata NttMhi tarkar, Maalvl. 
aial ran. Mr. Mi. 

Akarai Khaa. Mr. tyai. 
AalaMiita AhaMi. Mr. 

•aaarH, Mr. P, 

■aatfftaa. Mr. Araaialha Mata, 
iaraia, iaka Srapkarl. 

•araia, Mr. Saip^M. 

■araiaa, taka tkjraaia rraaai. 
■iM. Mr. laataafc Kaaiar. 
Uraai. taka Ukikail Narafaa. 
ttovaa, Mr. taraaira Nath, 
tkaaibari. tai Haraaira Nath. 
Oaa, taka Makiai Chaaira. 

Oil, Mf. Maaaiahaa. 

1 »ahii, Mr. Haraaira Nath, 
iaiiaial Haiaa, Kui. 
tkaaa, Mr. Atal Krtabaa. 
tlaaaiila Ahaiti, Mr. 
tapta. Mr. ia|aah. 0 haaira. 


tapta, Mr. J. N. 

Haaaa AH Okavibary, Mr. lyai. 
iaaak AH Mafaaiiar, Maalal. 
Kaaia. Mr. Nthltba Kalb. 

Malt. Mr. Nlkaala tabarl 
Majaaiiar, Mra. Naaiapraaa. 
Maaial, Mr. AairNa Lai. 

MaKlak. Irljal Aikaianu 
Naaibtr All. Mr. lyai. 

Sraaiaalb. Mr. Tartaiakaraa. 
Raailsaiiia Abaiai. Mr. 

Nay. Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Nay, Mr. Kaaialkrtakaa. 

Nay. Mr. KIraa laakar. 

Ray. Mr. Klafcarl PatL 
Ray, Mr. Maaaialka Rath. 
Ikaaaaiila Abaiai. Mr. H. 
Ilagba. taka KiNtra Nalb. 
liflka. Irtjat MaalairiJ tbaaaa. 
Waliwr Rahaiaa, Maalvl. 


Akial Aili . Maalaaa Mi. 

Abiai Mail, Mr. Mina. 

Akial Halt, Mr. Mia. 

Akial Naktaai. Mr. 

Akial Naklai VIkraaipari, MaaM Mi. 
Akial flaaiM, fir. A. M. 

Akial haaiM lhab, Maalal. 

Akial Kaiar, Mr. (aUat Lai Maak). 
AkiafMiili. Mr. lyai. 

Akial Wahab Khaa. Mr. 

Akiar Rabaiaa, Khaa takaiar A. r. H. 


Akiar R aikyi , Maalal Hi. 

Akiar Raaf, KbM lahlk Maalal I 
Akiar Raaf. Rkaa takaiar Ibah. 
Akiar Raaafc, MaataL 
AMaa Ihakaai, Maalal Mi. 


AllikAt.Mr. ^ 

Abaiai All Mflika, Madb* 
AkaMi Mima. til*. 


Aariaatm, Kkaa taMk MaalaL 
AMir AN Mia, Maalal Mi. 

Aavaral AMai, Kkaa iak a ia r Mi. 


Ai^AN.MaaM. 
■airaiiaia, Mr. iyai. 
iM|(PMMMi,Mr.i;«r. 

“LA. 


NOEt f7. 

Oai, Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 

Oai. Ral kaklk KlrH tkataa. 
rarkai Raia Okanokary, Mr. M. 

Paslal Nag, tka Naa'bto Hr. A. K. 

Pailal Qaailr, Kkaa takflir Maalal. 

Paitar Raknaa, Mr. (Daaaa|. 

PaMar Rakaiaa, Hr. IMyaiaeMafk). 
taaiaa, Mr. t. A. 
trHHtbi. Mr. 0 . 

NaMkatak, tka Naa'Ua Nawak takaiar K., a« 
Oaraa. 

NafsaMia Okaaikarl, MaalM. 

Naaktai AH Kkaa, Kkaa takaiar MaMvI. 
NalMaaUy iaaiaiar, Kkaa kaklk MaaM. 
Nawklaft, Hr. t. i. 

Maytraai, Hr. tafara. 

Maairy, Hr. Darli. 

Nirtaal, Mr. H. A. P. 
liUa AkaMi Mia, Maalal. 

MaatM AM Mina, Oaklkiaa Kawaa Ml f yai. 
HataaMa AkMai. MaataL 


HMiM. mf,4m0k 
Marlaiia, Mr. P.i. 


HakaaiaMi AIM, Kkaa tMilk Haalai tfii. 
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MMtmtiM MM* Jto Mr. Mtiwiite ttlitry. 


HtflaiawiM Htqa*. Mr. SyH. 
iMy, Mm Nti'Mt MMianla SrtMktRtfra. tf 
OMflaifew. 

HauniHak, Ntwakiatfa K. 

■«ilRiN««,tkf MaR'kM Kkwala Ifr, K.C.I.E. 
Hartaa, Mr. H. ;t. 

Rafkat, tka Hankla Mr. Prataaat Oak. 

Ray, tka Naa'kia Ifr Rijay Praaad llayk. 

Ray, Mr. Ratiraai. 

•akaka Alaai, Mr. lyai. 

•akaraMln Akmak, Mr. 
laltai, Mr. I. A. 

•tawllak, Ai'HaJ Maalaaa Or. 


[18th Mak. 

tarkar,|Rka MaikanAaa. 

Sarajal lalaiii, Mr.* 

IkakakaMia, Mr. Kkamla, O.R.C. 

Ikamaiila Akaitk Kkaatfkar, Mr. 

•irkar, Raka UIU Maaka. 
lakrawarky, tka Naa'Ma Mr. M. t. 
fttarti, Mr. A. F. 

Taaiiaakkia Kkaa, tka Naa'kia Mr. ^ 

Ttfaf Akaiak Rktakkary, Maaivi NkH. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warkaarartk, Mr. W. C. 

Yaaaf AJf Okaakkary. Mr. 

Zakar Akaiak Okaakkary, Maalat. 


The Aye.s hei ug 41 and the Nopm 87, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Matjhul Hossaiu that the demand of Rs. 28,08,000 
under the head ‘7 — Land li^'venue" be reduced by Rs. lOP, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Kshetra Nath Singha that the demand of 
R«. 28,08,000 under the head “7 — J^and Revenue” be reduced by 
Rrt. 100, was tlien put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul (’hundru Kumar that the demand of 
Rs. 28,08,000 under the head ”7 — Land Hovenue” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Manmathu Nath Ro\ that the demand of 
Rs. 28, 08, (too under the head “7 - Land Revenue** be rc»dueed by 
Rh. 100, wa.> then put and lost. 

The mohon of the llon’ble Sir Hijoy Lrasad Singh Hoy that a sum 
(•f Rs. 28, 08, (too be ,grantc*d for exjKmditiiic* under tlo' head ”7 — l>and 
Revenue” was pul ami agrc*ed to. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the 
leeoiumendatiou <»f II is Kxc‘ellenev the (lovernor I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 2,(Ht,000 he gruntcnl ,for exi>endi\uie under the head 
“7)4 — y amine.” 

a 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Depinx Spc-akei. Sir, I beg 
tc' move on beiialf of Mr. lluripuda (^huttopadliv aya that the demand 
of Rs. 2,00,000 under the head — Famine” be reduced by Ra. 100. 

Mr. Deputy Sjieaker, Sir, it is a most unpleasant ]>art of my duty 
to criticise a demand put forward by the Hon* hie Bijoy Prasad 

Singh Roy for various reasons. Tf any demand deserves unequivocal 
condemnation, J think, it is this demand which will occupy the moat 
prominent plac'e. When dunng the last famine when all Bengal wufi 
inundated and when individual members of dOBfereni distriote 
approached the Hon’ble Minister and put forward their demands *lind 
narrated the whole story, what was the i-esjwnse from the sidc^of the 
Government? Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, it will imt be out of place 
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I go a hit into the pant hiatory of this Famine Inaurance l''und which 
before the year 1920, was under the jurisdiction of the t’entral Gov- 
ernment and at that time the Finance Insurance Fund was wholly 
misttianuge<l and the nioiu\v was inisused for the pur|H)se of military 
exjknditure even. The records of those days are written in the moat 
blackest jmssible language in the annals <»f the history of India. But 
so far as we are concerned at the present moment, we have nothing 
to do with the j>ast, but we cannot forget the fundamental demand of 
’^he citizens of Bengal when they are ill-treated, when they are treated 
most cuHousIn, sinipl\ l^e<'alIse a famine hupj>ens and |>eople in distress 
approach the (loxerniMent for help. The zuhim and the culhnisness of 
the police otiicers is jnnverhial in Bengnl, but if I refer to the callous- 
ness of the ('ircle Otii< ers and other otiicers <leputed for the purjKise of 
givin.ir lelief to the famine-stricken {udople, I think it will be no 
exaggeration to sa\ that these ofliiers treat these farnine-stricjken 
peasants as if the\ \vei(* criminals, as if they were (d>jects (»f tdiarity. 

I knon that from distant villages Muhammadan and Hindu peasants 
alike — ni\ Muhammadan friends should remember tliat they consisted 
•of both Muhammadans and Hindus— approached the t-ircle OHicers and 
the calIonsm‘ss with which they weie treated was very (d>je<tionable. 
The verv attitude of thcsi* olticers is itisulti?tg to htiinuJiity. I’lie 
(ioveinmettt ought 1<» remeinher that the Famine Insurance Fund has 
iK'eri created by the ])remiiim in the shape of levtMiue by those |K>or 
Iieasants. It is their money, it is their revenue that htts built up that 
Famine Insurance Fund and after an interval of five, ten or tiftcen 
jears when the fumine comes in the count ry and wImmi these innocent 
jieasHiits approach the Circle Otiicers, or the Suhdivisirmal Otiicers or 
the District Magistrates for help they are ticatcfl like* cats and dogs as 
if those District Magistrates, those Subdivisiotial OHicers, t}if>se Cir<*le 
OHiceVs are giving tins money by way of charity from their own 
personal pockets. I think all the members of this House without any 
distinction wliatsoever will l)ear me r>ijt in regani to the way in which 
the girl#, mothers and sisteis from different villages went to the centre* 
to receive the doles were treated by the Circle lifsjiectois and other 
officters deputed by (tovernmerit. This very attitude, this very neglect 
must be changeil if the Ooverriinent want to deedare themselves as 
popular Government. 

Then, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge to another fact. We know that every Government 
hae its limitations. We know that our resources are also limited, but 
what i^e the giwal of making official attemf)ts always to hush up liard 
facts which are predominating liefore the eyes of the public}* 

# 

There are many reports about peo[>le dying of sinrvaiion from the 
distiiAs of Jessor#, Barisal and other districts as well, and I would 
lik^ to draw the attention of the Hon*ble Miiiister to this fact. With 
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full fieiist redponflibility w| realise, that Government have not 
any talisman in their pockets and that they have not enough resources 
ly trhich they catl remove all the grievances of the province, * ♦ • 
* * * There is a Government report in which Government acknQW- 
lodged the fact, if I am entitled to say so, that the population of jl^ple 
affected by famine in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa was 1 crore and 70 lakhs, 
and the money spent for relief of the people so affected was 8 crores of 
rupees. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is the date? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1873-74, Sir. I would like to 
draw attention to the fact that in that rejKirt Government admitted 
the numlier of people affected by famine, the number of deaths due to 
starvation and the amount 8|>ent by tiovemment. • * • * • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On a (Kiint of 
order, Sir. Is the honourable member entitled to make such vague 
allegations against*Government as pro<‘urin,g evidence and all that? 

M^. AHMED All MRIDHA: 1 will give him a fitting reply. I 
am in the know of things. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In course of supplementary 
questions so muny incidents have been ex|x)8ed. * ♦ • • * 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That iMirtion will l)e expunged from 
the proceedings. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Since my lime is up, with these 
few wonis 1 wish to commend the cut motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I am a cut and dried sort of 
man. I do not say what I do not mean. I feel in my heart of 
hearts 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Mridha, I have already ordered 
the expungement of that portion. You need not refer to that. 

Mr. AHM€b ALI MRIDHA; All right, Sir. I must confine 
myself to *what are the bare facts in connection with the activities of 
the Government during the Iasi fioods in fourteen districts of Bengal. 
1 myself took interest in moving the Hon’ble Minister on ocpasiona 
more than one hundred and I took interest in seeing the District. 
Magistrate; the Rubdiviliional Ofitoers and Circle Officers, and I had 
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heetk in touch with the jieople of my HuMNiHion and with many people 
of the three c^ther’sulxiivi.sionH of my di«trict. My district was in the 
greatest difficulties l>ecauMe there was severe <lamage to the crop which 
s^erely told uj>on the economit; condition of the people. Really the 
I)eo%le — many of them, a very larirc |>ercentage — had to go without 
fooa for some time. Of course, that was the condition. But Govern- 
ment was not indifferent to this condition of the people, and I can 
assure the honourable members of this House that Sir Bijoy was all 
sympathy — always and every moment. Whenever we approached him, 
he assured us to give relief to the people. (Loud applause from the 
Coalition benches.) It is true that the administrative authorities here 
and there were not so enthusiastic over doing good to our |)eople, but 
it is not the creation of the present Goveniment but of the |)ast and 
is still continuing here and there. Of course w*e have got our grievances 
here and there, but it is not the fault of fhe present Oovernment. 
They have made every effort to give relief to the distressed |)eople and 
always directions were given by the (lovernmcnt to be ('urried out in 
mufa.ssal by all the District OfH(‘-ers in the districts— at district head- 
quarters, and in the subdivisions- and also by (’irole Officers. I know 
^Ily well that whenever any (|uestion came up l>ef()re Sir Bijoy, he 
took the matter \ery syinpatheficallv . 1 <*an also assure the honourable 

moml>erH that the village j^eople who had never had the Oitcasion to 
approach a Government member-^ven this Sir Bijoy was not a[)proach- 
able five years back — in my own elaka these |>e()j»le came to see Sir 
Bijoy w'bo gave them interview's, made heart to heart talk with them 
and heard everything from their mouth. I again tell you. Sir, that 
he not only told them gor>d words but he also translated his words into 
action. Even something more was done. He culled in the District 
Magistrates of all the distressed districts, he culled in the Divisional 
Commissioners concerned, held conferences and made deliberations 
with them; and then he framed schemes and plans for a(;tion. A 
machinery was set up and by the efforts of a numf)er of members of 
the Ii«gislature, alon,g with the District Officers and the Divisional 
Commissioners con(?erned, all things were settled easily and action wa« 
taken. Gratuitous relief was given to the distressed jwiople, test relief 
work was undertaken and agricultural loans also were distributed. Of 
course, we may say many things, but ultimately we really see our people 
anyhow tided over the difficulties — nobody died of hunger, nolwdy died 
of starvation. I have a good appreciation to give to this Government 
because I know fully well that they were sincerely working for giving 
relief to the flood and famine-stricken i>eopl«l* I say this with authority 
because I have seen and known much more than many other members 
oAthis House who live in town. You may call me a rustic, but I say 
that I will Always live among my own people ; I do not live in a town. 

I live in the villa^, I go into the village, I work in the village; iha 
other day even — mean the day before yesteiflay — was in the villi^. 
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Ho I have the ()i>}M>r< unity iTo know all these things personally. Gov- 
ernment eannot expect to lie lavish in the mattef of giving relief. 
Government cannot give food to the people, they can only give them 
a start in life, so that they can find some work and <*an find some 
money just to l>egiri that w'ork. (houd applause from the OoaUtion 
benches.) That was the essential necessity and that was done actually. 
8o the honourable members of the Opposition can have nothing to 
say either against Sii>Bijoy or against the Government. 

The Hon’hie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I really 
regret that iny honoiirable friend, the mover of the motion, tried to 
speak in a spirit of earjnng (Titieism rather than that of appreciation 
of the ditficulties of Government in tackling the distress which spread 
over fifteen districts of Bengal in 

The grant of Ks. lakljs for famine i(‘lief coxers three items, 
nanndy, lls. lor gratuitous relief, Its. 1,7S, ()()() for te.^t relief 

work and Its. 2.(100 for e.stahlishment in connec tion with famine relief. 
These are tin* details of tin* Hs. 2 lakh demand. 

Whenever it \\n'< hc'cn ru'cessarv to spend more mone\ , Government 
have met the situation hy a supplementary demand or have sjrent the 
money and have then < oine up beioie the Legislature for logulansing 
the ex|)enditui'e, and thev pi’ojxise to do so on this occasion also, if 
necessary. 1 hope*, howevc*r, that it will not Ik* necessary to s|>errd a 
large annnint on famine relief as we had to do in )0f‘iH-d9. 

As I’cgurds the allegation made by the honouruhle ineinher Irom 
desHore that there were eases of starvation and Government concocted 
evidence and tried to hush uj) <ase.s of death due to starvation, Sir, 
the honourable meml>er attempted to move, if 1 remember correctly, 
adjournment motions on more than one occasion in this Hou.se on that 
ground, hut he could rrot .succeed. The distress continued for over 
a year and there wais a large number of (juestions in the Assembly, 
hut nolwrdy could prove that there was a single in.stance wlnre any 
person died of starvation and Government do definitely claim the credit 
of preventing death dire to starvation. Government apfK>inted cora- 
mittee.s— district eonirnittws, suhdivisic^al eommittee.s, union com* 
mittees, and even village eommittee.s — for the distribution of relief and 
they got full co-oiM*ratiou of the non-ot!i(‘ials, the machinery set up by 
Government did work satisfactorily. In fact, it would not have been 
IKissible to manage the relief work and tackle the situation without 
the ^elp and eo-o|»eration of the pnhlic. Against Government officert 
the honoui'hble member made certain very uncharitable remarks. He 
alleged that the Subdivi.Hional Officers and the Circle Officers treated 
the people in distress with unkiudness. Sir, so far as my information 
goes, — I should say my personal knowledge goes^^ihe officers did 
work wonderfully well, ^In fact, they do deserve our thanks and 
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irratitude. The Commissioners of Divisions, the District Magistrates, 
the Subdivisional Officers and the Circle Officers, all did their best to 
tackle the situation and there was not a single instance where Govern- 
ment found any reasonable officer not pre|>ared to do what he should 
ha\^%lone under the ciicuiustances. Sir, with these few words I 
oppose the cut motion and 1 hope the honourable members will fwsa 
the demand which I have placed before the House. 

^ The motion moved by Mr. Atul Krishna Ghosa that the demand of 
Ks. 2,00,000 under tlie head “">4 — Famine” 1 h» reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Uon’ble Sir Bij(>y Pnisad Singh Roy that a sum 
cf Rs. 2,00,000 be granted for exi>enditure under the head ”54 — 
Famine” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

It being 8-12 p.m. — 

The House was a<ljourrjed till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 10th March, 
1940, at the Assembly House, ('alcutla. 
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Proeeedinft of the Bengal Legielative AseemUy auembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

c 

The Assembly met in th# Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tubedaji 
the 19th March, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon%le Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.i.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’Ible Ministers and 197 memibers. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which the answer was laid on the table) 

Irrigation and agricultural development of the villages of Dhalai and 

Farhadabad. 

USAs Dr# 8ANAULLAH: (^i) With reference to the reply given 
to starred question No, 190 on the ^oth August, 1938, will the Hon’lble 
Minister in (diarge of the Communications and Works Department !be 
pleased to state whether any revised scheme has been received from 
Maiilvi Nahidur llahmun, n.i.., Secretary of the Dhalai-Farhadabad 
Co-operative Irrigation Society in the district of Chittagong, regarding 
the irrigation and agricultural development of the villages Dhalai and 
Farhadalbad P 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be jileased to state what other stejw the Government propose tb take in 
connection with the said scheme P 

(r) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Minister recently visited Chittagong 
accompanied by the Chief Engineer and other officers of the Irrigation 
Department in connection with this matter? 


MINISTER in ghirgs of tlio COMMUNICATIONS ml WORKS 
DEPARTMENT <tho Hofi’blo Maharaja SrischaiMlra Nandy, of Cosalm 
baiar): (a) and (jb) The Collector has received a petition from^he 
gentleman named and is making inquiries. 

V 

(c) I do not think thbt I visited the villages mentioned. 
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XVII, eto.— Irrigation. 

Tho Hon’bla Maharaja SRI80HANDRA NANDY, of Cotsimliaiar: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on the reeoiwraendation of Ilis Excellency the 
governor, I heg to move that a «um of Rs. 31,80.000 fl>e grunted for 
expenditure under the headfl “XVII — Irrigation— Working Expenses,*' 
“18 — Other Revenue Plxpenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues,*’ 
“18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure finan(‘ed from Famine Insurance 
Fund,” “19 — (%>nstruction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and 
Drainage Works — li — Financed from Ordinary Revenues” and 
“68 — ronstruetion of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works m)t charged to Revenues/' With the amount j»rovided on 
account of charge<l ex))enditure the total ibudget under these heads is 
Rs. 35,34,0(K). The amount provided in the current year’s budget was 
Rs. 38,02,000 but that imduded Us. 2,o0,000 as a grant-in-aid for the 
Waterw’ays Hoard, for whic h no j)rovision is being made for the coming 
year. Then in the budget for 1939-40 a sum ot Rs. 1, 71, (MX) wimi 
provided on the expenditure side, for minor flushing and drainage 
schemes and the improvement of village communications and existing 
waterways, against an efpiivalent receipt from the (lovernment of India’s 
grant and local contributions. If these two sums are deducted from 
the total of the (current year’s budget, we get the sum of Rs. 33, HI, (MX). 
In the coming year the amount budgeted for as receipt on account of, 
and expenditure on, what we may call Government of India grant 
schemes, is Rs. 38, (XX). When that is deducted from the budget now 
before tlie House the total is Rs. 34, 76, ()()() or Rs. 9r),()(M) more than 
last year. 

Sir, a year ago I laid emphasis on the complexity and seriousnesH of 
the problems which this department is called upon to solve, and 
endeavoured to explain the comprehensive policy which had bf^en 
framed by me in full consultation with recognised experts in the field. 
I think I need not repeal that this comprehensive poli(?y has taken full 
note of the regional needs o^ western, central, northern and eastern 
Bengal, and that important spadework has been undertaken in 
furtherance of the policy adumbrated. 

Sir, I submit that we have followed up this jmlicy during the 
current year having regard to the time required for the collection of 
data, 4,'areful investigation and the limitations imposed by considerations 
of finance and more particularly the abnormal situation recently created 
by* the war. Plans have been made to expand the department and 
reorg|nise k so that it may be able to cope with the immense magnitude 
of the work involvid, efficiently and at the same time expeditiously. I 
told the House last year that this reorganilation scheme was given 
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effect to on a temporary ibaeie as an experimental measure. In the 
grant whicJi the House is Ibein'J^ asked to make, provision has been made 
for reorganisation of the Irrigation Department on a permanent basis. 
Members interested might like to see two maps, which will be left on ' 
the Library Table for a few days showing the old and new organisations. 
It will be noticed that this reorganisation makes ample provision for 
the needs of the regional divisions of the j)rovince. I may also tell the 
House that a further sj>e(*iali8ed division is under consideration which 
will cater to the interests of south-east Bengal. 


Another task on wdiich the department lias been engaged during the 
last two y^ars or so has been the examination of lists of small schemes 
reiaived from district officers, local authorities and others. These lists 
have be(‘n receivcsl in response to a call whicli I made shortly after 
assuming ottice, to enable me to get an idea of the number and nature 
of projects of local interest, so that those which were found to be 
technically and financially feasible could be taken uj) in due course as 
funds permit. Lists of these small Mliemcs, arranged district by 
district, have now been prepared and 1 am arranging to have them 
fiublisbed with brief comments ])y my technical jdticers. There are 
already no less than H70 schemes in the list, a figure wliich will give 
the House some idea of the magnitude of the task involved and the 
keenness of the demand for ameliorative measures against the present 
unsatisfactory couditi<ms as regards drainage, puldii* health, produc- 
tivity of the soil, navigation facilities, etc. I shall have more to say 
about these schemes when I referred the features of the 1940-41 budget. 


Sir, in my last Budget speeidi 1 had an occasion to exjdain to the 
House the ru'ed of having iuito-proviiicial lliver (’ommissions ftir the 
conservancy of the three main sourccN of perennial wat(‘r-Mipply, viz., 
the (binges, the Brahmaputra ami the \feghna I tliink 1 need not stress 
the point that any satisfaclorx sedution ot the Hcod problem or tlie 
pridilem of the deterioration of the spill channels is not pr»ssible unless 
and until inter-jirovincial machineries are put into working, co- 
ordinating the different policies tew aids t)»c (ianges-BrahiYiaputra- 
Meghnu systems f(d lowed by the provinces through which thp\ pass. 
Last year I mentioned that we had made satisfactory progress in this 
regard, and that the (lovernments the Vnited IVovinces and Bihar 
had agreed, in principle, to the constitution of a (fanges River Pom- 
mission to deal with all matters relating to the conservancy of this 
river system. It is unfortunate that the upstream provinces do not 
appear to feel keenly as we do in this important matter and that the 
constitution of this Commission is being delayed as a result. I do not 
pro)u>se to 'strike a note of pessimism in this respect, but I think I can 
assure the House that we shall spare no. pains in getting the Cojiiitfis* 
flion constituted amicably as early as possible. I also hoj>e that there 
w:ill be no occasion to appeal to the relevant sections'of the Government 
of India Act in this important regard. 
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•Ih this conuei;tion^Sii\ # may mention that we have also asked the 
government of Assam to aprree to the constitution of a similar Com- 
aaiseion for the Brahmaputra and the Mejrhna rivers, and I am fflad 
to be able to inform the House that our pro|K)sal has been accepted 
in ^rin(!ij)le. I am now taking necessary steps for the formation of a 
committee who will be entrusted with the duty of drawing up the 
aecessary constitution and will dischurffe, as fur as possible, the 
Functions of the Commission till it is duly <‘onstitnted. 

s As part of the j)reparutiou for our lonjr term, lar^e scale, attack on 
the muj«)r problem which confronts the province, we have during the 
past year examined in some detail a scheme to which I referred a year 
igo — the estalblishment of a River Research Institute, where the depnrt- 
aient could test the soundness of their proposals hy means of models 
before asking the tax-payer to commit himself to heavy ex]»enditure 
m carrying these proposals into pffe«‘l. In preparing this scheme we 
bad the assistance of an expert whose services the (lovernment of the 
PunjaJb j)laced at our disposal, and 1 should like to cxj)ress our 
ij>prcciation of the kindnes'* of that (lovernnieni in co-operating with 
us in this way. T'nfortunately financial stringency has madt‘ it 
Impossible for us to ask the House, as we had hoped to ask them, for 
a grant wliich ^^oul(l have made it possiible to start tlie institute next 
vear. 

1 should like to mention too that gfWid progress lias been made on 
the planning of the More and Darakeswur proje<*ts, and that the 
Hooghly-How rail Flushing Scheme has been submitted to us by our 
expert'!; it is uiy fervent hope tliat I shall within a few niontijs ilM‘ in a 
position to ask tin* Htui'.e for tiieir general ajiproval of that scheme. 

In this review of onr activities I hav<‘ dealt with what we ina\ call 
ific j)reparation> for onr big offensive, tlie framing of our strategic 
plan^; and the marshulling of our forces. There is naturally nothing 
spei'tacular to show for all these preparations; nor »;an we point to 
enormously swollen budgets as a proof r»f extensive and intensive work 
l>ehin<l ^iie lines. But during these last three years there have been 
some tactical engagements, |»reliminary skirmishes, affairs of outpo.sts, 
and considerable recfmnais'.ance. Reconnaissance there has been not 
only metaphorically but literally, f«>r contour surveys of large frai'ts 
of country have Wn made or are now in progres.s : — 

1,()00 square miles between tlie (tunges, the Jalangi and the 
Bhagirathi. 

2,000 odd square miles between the Bhagirathi and the A joy and 
the hife^bland on the west. , 

, 1,200 square miles between the Ajoy and the Damodar and between 
the Damodar and the Hooghly. 

7o 6 square milds between the Damodar and the Darakeswar. 
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4,720 square miles and more in the ^rtheiy portions of Baiatet 
and Basirhat aubdivisions, t^ whole of Nadia and the northern and 
western iwrtions of Jessore. A part of Bajibari will also be surveyed 
»^ith a view to “investigating the feasibility of resuscitating the 
# Ohandana. 

Ihe general olbject of these surveys is to obtain information.*^ The 
information which we want is a collection of facts on the basis of 
which my advisers can formulate schemes for flushing decadent areas. 
The contour survey of central Bengal is intended to lead up to e. 
flushing scheme, by the resuscitation of moribund spill channels and 
the diversion through them of a substantial portion ot the flood waters 
of the Ganges. 

A skeleton scheme for the area lying between the Bhagirathi and 
the Jalangi rivers of which the contour maps are reatly has been 
prepared and the iirejiaration of a scheme for the rest of the area will 
bo taken up as soon as the survey is completed. 

Among the projects which have been taken up I may mention (1) the 
BhaW, i.roject, Jessore, (2) the Satkhira Khal re-excavation scheme, 
Khulna, (.‘1) flood protection on the right bank of the Damodar river. 
Burdwun, (4) excavation and repairs to Khairtiani bund, Midnapore 
(5) Kanju Bund scheme, Malda, ((>) flushing the flhatui river Nadia’ 
(7) re-excavation of JaliaB.ari Khal, haridpur, (S) re-excavation of the 
Suidu Hil Miul, Dacca. All thewc workfi except the JDiairah project, 
the Hood protection scheme and the Bhatui scheme will be completed! 
we exjiect, during the financial year. As regards the Bhairab the 
construction work proper is likely to 1 m> completed before the next 
monsoon. (Uher works taken up and now in progress will be found 
Hiiumeriiled in Apiiendix A in this department's budget (pages 2(1 to 32 
in the l*ink Hook). 

. With regard to the (iovernmeut of India grant the House mav be 
interested to know tliat 2.09 schemes of village communications includ- 
ing waterways have been finamed therefrom during the last three years 
Most of these have been completed. Sixteen minor draintge and 
flushing schemes financed in that way have been completed, 10 are in 
progresfl and 4 are waiting to taken up. 

Turning, Sir, now to the new works which have been included in 
the budget for the coming year, 1 feel that none of these need any 
special commendation from me and the House will not be reluctant to 
authorise the proposed expenditure for these projects. I have already 
mentioned the inject of contour surveys and so I do not propose to take 
the tune of the House to make any detailed reference to the works taken 
in hand. An important extension of the work ia.the survey which we 
propose to make in northern Bengal in the coming year There Has 

Sri® “ .‘“•»‘«nt demand for the imptovenvnt of 

lolly « Stills; the scheme included in the budget aim^ at relieving tha 
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•j^Hle drainage congestion of l^e Panchannagraxn are& and at facilitating 
lx>at traffic in the channel. The Aurora Khal scheme aaH benefit an 
area of 36 square mifles in the Arambagh subdivision ^Obe Hooghly 
district which at present suffers severely from inade^lliate facilities for^ 
fdrainage, and is much affected by the fl(K)ds of the Damodar river " 
spiffing freely over its right bank. The main object of the Bhedra Bil 
ichemb in Kajshahi is to drain the Bhedra Bib and it should also 
improve the drainage of the low area served by the Narode river. The 
District Board of Rajshahi has promised to cf>ntribute Rs. 12,000 
towards the cost of this sclieme which is estimaU^d at Rs. 30,453. The 
scheme for the reclamation of the silted up Madhumati river from 
Babuganj to Gora Naina in the Khulna district (otherwise km»wn as 
the Chitalmari scheme) is intended to improve the sanitary, drainage, 
agrieultural and navigation conditions of the area served by the khal. 

I regret that the schemes which my department made ready for 
draining the Ghuni Jotragachi area in the 24-Parganas, the improve- 
•ment of Bemorta Khal in Khulna, the Karnapura Khal in l)a<*ca and 
the re-excavation of a channel from Surjamoni to Khalisakota, Barisab 
have had to wait for better times. Hut even with the post])oneinent of 
these schemes the total provision for new works and works in progress 
in next year’s budget is Rs. 5,23,000 ns against Rs. 4,0(),000 in the 
budget for the current year. 

In addition to that sum of Rs. 5,23,000 there is a further Rs. 60,000 
which it is proposed to provide for grants-in-aid for local authorities 
entrusted with the execution of comparatively small schemes of local 
imi>ortancp. I feel sure that the House will want me to explain this 
provision in some detail. I have already referred to the mass of 
projects of local interest which have been brought to our notice as the 
result of our reference to district officers and district boards. A 
provincial organisation responsible to a Minister who in turn is respon- 
sible tC the Legislature is inevitably slow and ponderous in its move- 
ments; it has overhead charges too and it is at a disadvantage in dealing 
witfi local labour and exjdoiting bM'al enthusiasm. More»)ver, there is 
a dangea that the precjcrujiation of a provincial organisation with 
innumerable projects of lit?tle or no provincial interest will distract its 
attention, and the attention -of Government and the Legislature, from 
the major problems which are of vital interest to the province as a 
whole. 


Ou|r view then is that the responsibility for the initiation, prepara- 
tion and execution of small schemes relating to irrigation and drainage 
should rest with district boards. To ensure that schemes so under- 
t^en i^ot confiict with the general policy of Government and to 
enable boards to get ^expert advice it has been proposed that they 
should be approved generally by the local Executive Engineer of th# 
•Irrigation Branch. It is realised that diatriet board engineering staffia 
,do not* ordinarily iticlude personnel who have had any expeiieacf ol 
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irrigation work ani that it would prolbaMy <be^ necessary for a boar^ 
which was I^Jjlpared to carry out an extensive programme, to have th« 
whole-time le^ices of an officer not below the Ank of overseer whe 
^ad been adeqWlely trained in and placed at its disposal by thi 
Irrigation Department. It is also realised that many district boardi 
are not likely to undertake further responsibilities than those ^^whicB 
have hiiherto devolved on them without some augmentation of thf 
funds now at their disposal. It has therefore been suggested that the 
initial r^ost of any schemes executed by a district board should be mel 
to the extent of two-thirds from provincial revenues, the balance being 
met from the board’s funds or l(#!al contributions, and the maintenance 
charges would have to be paid by the board. 

As this is a matter which vitally concerns the district boards, vff 
are at present waiting for their views. Honourable memlbers will find 
that the proposed grant is only on an exj)erimental measure, as the firsi 
steps towards decentralisation of minor irrigation schemes of purely 
local import^iiice. The idea behind this scheme, as I have already 
explained, is that the new system should grow naturally, expanding 
under the wutcliful eye of the Ijegisluture, as local lM>dies obtain more 
experience, and as more resources become available. 

Sir, 1 trust what 1 have .said has given the House the information 
which it desires to have when (onsidering llie demand for Irrigation 
during the (‘omiiig year. As 1 said last year, I claim no spectaculai 
results; hut 1 sulhmit that we have* followed uj) the outlines of a com- 
j>rehei»siv(‘ p(diev energetically though cautiously against tremendoup 
odds and 1 feel fairly optimistic i»!hout the future. 

Witlj these \v(»rds, Sir, I invite critieisins from my honourable 
friends, and 1 trust I shall he able to satisfy tliem in my reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sii, may 1 draw your attention 
to a (ireiilar letter placed on oin table — 1 mean circular letter 
No. ()l?(‘Jot))Ii.A . . (latetl the IJlth March, from the Secretary, accompany- 
ing which there is a c<»py of a letter from the Home (Police) Dejmft- 
mcnl. No. ()05(2)P1. 1 submit that this is ratlier irregular’ for your 

department to ])laee us a eonnuunieuting < hamiel any letter of the Police 
or Home Department foi th(‘ information of the members. Tf the 
House has got to take cogIn^anee of the subject, the only procedure 
would have been for the Secietary to invite the House, as per Rules of 
the Assembly, to a certain pixnedure for sending amendments tp the 
Motor Vehicles Rules. I submit, Kir, that the reiiuii'ements of the 
Act, so far as section P14(mi) of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act is 
concernwl, hrtVe not been complied with and cannot be complM with 
by tbe method adopted. Kir, will you kindly ta^e steps to see tbai the 
Act is csomplied with properly and a date is fixed Iot discussion of the 
Buies on the floor of the House so that this may nA be evaded^ in the 
manner in which it is sought to he evaded. 
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Mr* SPEAKER: •What I suggest i s to take up the miter after the 
prayer iater>’al when I shall send for the Hon’ble HWe Minister. 1 
do realise thefe are some difficulties and that is circular letter 

has been placed on your tables. 

^ \In fortunately, we have got to hiiish two demands to-day and, 1 
thiifk, the Irrigation demand should be finished by 6-15 p.m. Then 
we have got tlie Civil Works which will have only alKiut one liour and 
fifteen minutes left in which to finish if. So, will it not be better if 
there be only general discussion instead of taking up the eut motions 
separately? In view of the shortness of time, I would also suggest 
that the speakers would eaeh try to finish in 8 luinuies 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL* Sir, we would like to move our cui motions 
and further we would prefer to have 10 minutes each to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you realise that there are so many speukeis 
from different groups. So, I think, it would be better if the movers of 
cut motions had 8 minutes each. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. .‘n,(>0,(MM) under the head *‘XVI1 — IiTigation, etc.” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

Year after y<'ar the urgent neee.ssity of tackling the river problems 
of Bengal have been stressed on the floor of (his House and outside, but 
it regrettable that the llon’hle Minister in charge has not shown any 
sincere activity in this respect (hough he has given promises galore. 
In the course of his speech last year at the Bengal lOeonomic Society, 
A'shutosh Hall, on the subject of “Bengal’s river probhuu and her 
economic welfare,” the Hon’ble Minister in charge indicated the broad 
outlines of the river problems that faced them at the present day in 
Bengal and the lines on which they proposed to tackle the same and 
the essential preliminaries that were necesHary before they decided U» 
Jaunch a comprehensive policy, attacking the jirohlem on all fronts, 
engineering and financial, simultaneously, and said that the problem 
of dead and dying rivers was most acute in Murshidahad, Nadia, 
Jessore, 24-Parganas and Khulna districts, and (bat the Barrage Scheme 
of Sir William Willcocks could not be considered at the j»resent time 
for financial reasons. “For the time Wing, therefore,'’ the Hon’ble 
Minister said, “we shall have to consider less ambitious schemes which 
can Be taken up more expeditiously and are ex]>ected Jo improve 
ujimediately the rivlrs of e^ntral and west Bengal.” With regard to 
taking ite{>s in this direction the Minister sjioke of having taken up a 
center survey of4he decadent tracts in central Bengal at an estimatiil 
cost of Bs. 1,63,571 with the object of col^ting the essential data 
IT 
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requited for fiualiing scheme* to be prepaid and •introdnced, and that 
certain concrete projects sucli«as the scheme for the resuscitation of the 
Bhairab river in l#ssore at an estimated cost of Rs. 2,17,000 hare boi*ii 
launched. But from the budffet estimate as presented now the contopr 
survey of central Bengal does not appear. In its place “iMinteur surwy 
of central Bengal lying east of Jalangi and Bhagirathi rivers at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 1,17,881** appears for which a sum of only 
Rs. 27,000 has been set apart for expenditure next year. Again a sum 
of Rs. 25,000 has been provided for a new contour survey of north 
Bengal at an estimated cost of ab(j^ut Rs. 4 lakhs. No unmey has been 
provided for the contour survey of central and western Bengal sanctioned 
in the year 19,%-d6 estimated to (mt Rs. 1,40. 000, 

Then the other schemes for which money has been provided are: — 


Rs. 

(1) Improvement of Tolly's Nulla l.OO'.OOO 

(2) Reclamation of Madhumati river in Khulna 

district ... 25,000 

(8) Tniprovenient of the Aurora Khal (Hooghly 

district) 10,000 

(4) Bhairab scheme (dessore) t.T),000 

(5) Widening of the bed of Kaliatrliy<' river 

(Midnapore) lO.OtXl 

(0) Kl(M)d piotection on the right 1»ank of 

Damodar 28,700 

(7) Flushing of thv Bhatni livcr i\;olia) 2,50t) 

(8) Drainage of tin- Bhedra Hil fKaj'-h:dii> l‘2.tX)0 


Now arti these all the less ambitious schemes which are expected to 
immediately iinpiove the river problems of Bengali It is all very well 
to complain of want of funds each year and to tr>’ to hoodwink the 
members of this House and the public (»f Bengal by presentinV fresh 
estimates at eacli year’s presentation of tin* budget “u> an earnest of 
the willingness of (Government to take uj) schemes in tin* districts of 
Bengal whieh will benefit the people in a measure more than commen- 
surate with the cost involved,” and it is thus that the (lovernment want 
to put fresh life into the streams that hud once been active and had 
brought health and prosperity to the millions! 

This shows ilia t the HouTde Minister has been unable hi touch even 
the fringe of the problem. Perhaps the big schemes like the ‘^Emption- 
Barrage Scheme” suggested by Sir William Willcocks costing 12 million 
pounds and of a full-fledged hydraulic research institute is playing m 
the brain of the Hon*ble Minister and he is probably , hoping for the day 
when on completion of his contour surveys of Bengal some magic wand 
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wiH put into his hand^ aufftc^nt money to complete them and thus .win 
the universal approbation of the people of Bengal for saving them 
from malaria and for giving plenty to the millions. ^ 

^ i am compelled to say that the Hon’ble Minister completely lacks 
in ttti^ination. The schemes enumerated alwve are no less ambitious 
and are far-fetched in their result. Instead ol pi*oviding for so much 
as Rs. 1,05,000 for Barrackpore bridge, Rs. 10, (HH) for Ultudanga bridge, 
Es. 6,000 for Alipore bridge, Rs. 2,(HR) for Tollyguiige bridge, Rs. 4,6^9 
for constructing a screwpile bridge on the Hijli Tidal ('anal, and 
Rs. 2,050 for constructing //mcco quarters at Punskura for the sectional 
officer, Irrigation; and instead of losing every jear for establishment, 
maintenance and repairs, etc., <»f ulnuit Rs. 49, (MM) for dredger “Foyers,” 
about Rs. 12,0(K) for the dredger “Alexandra,” inoie than Rs. 21,000 
for the dredger “Cowley,” more than Rs. .*{,501) for the dredger 
“Burdwan” and about Rs. 27,(MK) for the dredger “Uonaldshay,’' for 
.all of which dredgers the huge sum of Rs. 1,17,5(M) has been provided 
for next year, if instead of s([uandering the hard-earned money of the 
people in this way, some definite Hcheines w’ould have been launched 
in the second year of tlie Ilon’hle Minister’s tenure of office he would 
have been tar better advised. In sjute of the Jlon’hle Minister’s strong 
feeling expressed in his speech on 28th August. 19'{7, against retention 
of these dredgers, he has not yet been able to dispose of them. Some 
of these .schemes uhieh have fiom the \en beginning been put forward 
by the memlMOs of this House and which demanded his immediate 
attention for the vu'lfare of the pi*oplc of Hengal aie: — 

<1) Scheme for averting annual hieat hes in the cmhiinkinent in the 
river (iooiuti tausing destiuetion ol erop^ annually over a 
laige tru('t of land in the Tippeia district, and of dredging 
of the river Titash in the .same district ( Biahmanharia 
* subdivision). 

(2) Dredging of the river Dakatia in the district of Tippera. 

(d) Schemes for resuscitation of old rivers (»f northern Bengal and 
* for drainage of 6i7.«. 

(4) Re-excavating the dying rivers of the district of Murshidahad. 

(5) Re-excavating the livers Kumar, ]Sabugauga, Kapaiakhi, 

Chitra, Telihumati, Hhaiiuh and Beltiu. 

(6) Re-excavating the liver Karatwii (Rajsliahi Division). 

(7) Dredging of the Atrai river in the district of Rajshahi. 

(8) Excavation of Tjohajaug-Taltola Canal in the district of Dacca. 

.<9) Re-excavation of Karnapara Khal in the district of Dact^a. 

(iOk Re-e^cavatipn of the old ](hal from Kaligatij to Ramchandn^ 
pur Baxar in Muradna^r {^oliee-statJoD, Tippera district. 
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* V 

(11) Dredging of the rivers Bamamatm, Eahrul, and Sathi j^in th 

district of Rang^ur. ^ 

(12) Dredging of river Kana Damodar (Howrah) and of improve 

ment of Kendua field lietter known aa C^lTTl Iti 

(Howrah). ^ 

« 

(1?1) Raising an embankment across Monteurghona Khal in the towi 
of Noukhali and to excavate a new kJuil to the north of th 
town which will not only save the town, but also make du 
provision for outlet of water. 

(14) Oonstrucling an embankment along the coast of river Meghn) 

to protect the town of Noakhali froni erosion. 

(15) Re-excaviition of Kalidaha Khal in Feni subdivision (Noakhali) 

(16) Excavating a drainage canal for Tangra-Bichi Sluice ii 

Diamond ITailxmr subdivision to river Hoogbly. 

(17) Re-oxcnvation ot the river (lhagra in Dinajpur. 

(18) Opening of the moiitb of the river Bhagirathi at the confluenci 

of the river (langes near (-halighata for betteuTnent o; 
irrigation and cominunicution tbrougliout the year 

(19) (\»nst ruction of a sluice gate at the Daibbanga Bil in tlu 

Sutkliiru subdivision ol Khulna district. 

(The ineinbei at tins stage reached the time-limit and resumed hit 
seat.) 

Babu MAHIM CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. .‘n,60,0i)0 for expenditure under the heads “XVTI-- 
Trrigation, etc.” 1 h' reduced by Rs. ItK). 

Mr. Speaker Sir. fT&Tt a>t514lU 

ftirnr ^ sttw Thcin ^f?Rnr« c^fr 47 ?^ e 

nf?WWRT CfTt> CTT? ^ CWt 

Taw? C'TR'ST <tTC^?l 5 IJSR taw? W? s^^^WTS? CW? 4)4^1 

;sTWft5?T wTtr yiRCHt ca«tiC4i'\i' aa sp^ cn 

rtPR af?5T? Expert ?i:«T4 WWOT tW? flfe 4*!rtTOW?I «qW 

WTT? IrWWt flW 5TOOT 

^>0^ mv. fro <RnW?? Irrigation CommisBion « CTWl 

TO tw4;. mm m afa^ m 

41^ CTO. cw 4f8nr awe? cv UaiWt 

flCiiK'4 cww? a?? "(Tfr wi \ ww cro ?wr4l tort Daparteent 
a« WTI aftW ‘W Department e f? W4 gW[ W l TO! WR CIWR TO* 
aCTOR Wt croc? 8^ 44 't^f RTW tot ^Itxr HH*#! WWC to W411 wr 
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cwtsc mm ^ aciTBR ^ ^ 

f%niyc*K? g? wvsA msi TO «tr¥OTi toF ^rffirr Kitfir toto ff>r r»a^, 
fTOcr m c«w. niTOT fame fiJt^ tnfiFTO "ttt m\ 

TO^Rt "iinHJIWTW irrigation provincial subject 5|f*(iT 

TO ifttrcf, fTO«t 5^;!^ tot «irTO c^i 

5TTO ”<T^sr — most (»f <hc province viewed as a field for the 

extension of irrigation is at present an unknown land to the Depart- 
ment. ac’ftro 5 i^*t ^t?rTO^ tor? ?fTO“ to fut «traf tot 

RaB\ T?gCT? ^ tor mi ^ao c?Rti> (TO *t;wt 

tnt5?TRl TO TOT ?T ?T^5nTTO? fTRT TO Wustte V RTtl> ijT^'Tl TOTtW 
fro? t?l[; 5FSI CTO TO C?^ 8TTR? C^TO *rrC$T?(T?1 ?;;N SIRTfiR TOTO. 
TOi ^ TOt c?^3t TO TO! TOHT TOT^r^n" n7Tfl;;«TO. ??TT 

TOITT. ff?? 5^ m niAm. TOTTT TOHTt «5CaTT5 «5TC? I 5»5RT 5Tt TOW 

. e f?^ TOtort i TOfiTrcw«Tc?' <*ib'ito c?^ RTt5 $WT sin s^t??re al 

H*wvr? sRtfTO *t<c5 cic? i ?rT*TTtf^t stot^t ?fn*t? tn'TO 

TOTW eR^wn ^t??r ®t5TO ?^c??i f!!R ?tTO trro rtntri yvsn 

4U*tU (TWIfi TO JTTtl 

^ TORT — niy ?TO TOSt? t?yR to? cn5\ from? Chief Engineer 
Mr. S. (^ Mazumdar <f»t?7W? “Jlengal being merely an iigricultuni! 
country, the rivers are the principal sources of the economic 
well-being of the people. 

The river pnddems in Hengul are thus virluallv the prohlenis of 
rural development in Bengal and liave to be .solveil, if she has to be 
saved, specially her western and central parts whi(di even as late as a 
century ag(j used to be very healthy and prosperous, forms reversion 
to swamps and jungles from which she was reclaimed by rivers.” 

IfT TOTW? TO TO, TOCTOTO? fTO TO, JT?WTC?? fTO? f?CnTO? 

TOT nroi — at ntfTO? Jwrocn?® tor TOto tot? to’ Rin 
mm «TO* TOt? ?TO? TO« ffitro toj ?Tf?^ to 

aitnirt atrcf i t^iR 4i*ct ^ to^ ?to ntj c^fiTU twr? tritn ttim 
?rtU? TOl? IfOtTn WnR (tot tTOT ’TOTTOn^ tRWft CTOnT (tt?C? I "rTTOl 

TOC 4t4'vt SfatRCf I 

nw ftof mi fron nfsrcroi b to i tro ■rcror sio 

mtlA ai Rlt^ tor establishment n?5T fTOi:i TO; froc cnfPTOtll 
iSronrt m nmm fTaini^ TOi—Jralroni frot rIto tFtiTOR ci nv i^b 
TOW met mm TOTO? sufficient data fTO Sir, Willism Cox 

tWt toCirWRt *‘As a result of the Department’s luisajiplied activities 
Be&gal is strewn to-day with wrecks of useless aud harmlfui works*’. 

untbinkii^ CTO TOflilrCf?! tTO 

'TOHJ^depitftiilWlt'e? f TOTOTOHC TOTTOTa yu i^ TO iMctl 
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Thiiikvf?[C9 ffro TO? «nTlf, w;6 untfiinkmg hurry? TO ttif 

Cf?? I?CT thinking sloth * ?5nt 1 0?; HP<Cr f??ICTR iTOfr 

« nf?TO?T 1 to:tt — ItoIj e f?»^ — acrow 

TO wrT wfTi:? f?c»ro «(Kf c?^ ?fm?« anro |*a^ 

HC? r?r ? ? TO ?:t? py « sy ?::Tf ?E?=(r ?torRi ?;t? nw ?pf??r «ia^ 
nrT?«^ fy mm7 ctot alJii «wt?f?^ 5 ^ nrl^ TOirer? 

C?? TOTf? ?T?T f?C?l (Steamer Company TO?T? ?t?C?l 
?tC? I <TOf^ SfFTtC? 1 n([?;b ?tc?; <*lbl^Cb <3^ JWa 

?T?T aro ^f?W rtC? I iJTTT ^FR?^ Wf’??, 5!taR? tClf^ 

•nt?? ?fTO <^T?cb •rrf?cbti‘ ^1 55?;;q ^?t? cnw ?Tte *nf?cii al?? 
jwa vjf^\ 


mfn TO fjp?;™ 

(Here ilie lueiiiher having readied bin time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the deraaml 
of Rs. dl,t>(),(MK) tor exjienditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, 
etc.” be reduced by Ks. l()(h 

Sir, Government is ealloiiHly indifferent in matters ot irrigation. 
Bengal is an agricultural country, and almost 95 per cent, of the people 
depend on agriculture, but in spite of this fact (iovernment do not take 
necessary steps for improving the method of agriculture by irrigational 
works. The people have solely to depend on rain waters for carrying 
out the works of agriculture. 'I'he activities of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment are mainly crinfined to works of maintaining some canals in west 
Bengal and south Bengal, and no work up till now has been done in 
north Bengal us if this de|>artment exists only for west and south 
Bengal. 'Fhe only thing that we see in thi'^ year’s budget is that a 
provision has been made for contour survey in north Bengal, and from 
the budget speech of the Hon’ble Minister we learn that Rs. 4 lakhs 
will be spent and out of this Rs. 4 lakhs only Rs. 25,000 will be spent 
next year. Thus if Rs. 25,000 a year is spent, this contour survey will 
take not less than 10 years, and we «lo not know when the major 
irrigational projects will materialise. So, Sir, instead of confining the 
works of this department only to the maintenance of some canals in west 
and south Bengal, this department should also see that some irrigational 
projects are taken up for north Bengal also. 

Again, Bir^ we hud in this year’s budget that a sum of Es. 50,000 
has been provided to be distributed to the district boards of Bengal for 
small irrigational projects. Tlieie are 27 districts in Bengal, and if 
a sum of Rs. 60,000 is distributed among all the district boards, ^lot 
even Rs. 2,000 will be allott<^ to each district board. Wl^at will iJien 
a district Wrd do with this paltry sum of less thamm, 2,000? *If the 
Oi^vemnieht wants to p^ace on the di.strict boards Mb duty of doing 
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irrigation works, th«n wh^ the Irrigation Department itself is doing P 
It is not carrying ^ui any scheme for real irrigation work or project for 
the people of Bengal. For want of irrigation work in north Bengal 
the people of north Bengal have to depend solely upon rain water, and 
N important crops like paddy, jute, suganane, etc., cannot grow for 
wanl. of rain in time, and if irrigation projects are <‘arried out in north 
(Bengal, then the people of north Bengal will not have to dejHUid upon 
rain water. So I request the Government h) see that necessary steps 
be taken for carrying out irrigation works in noith Bengal as soon as 
possible. 

Sir, in 8upjM>it of Mr. Md. Ahul Fasl’s amendment for the resuscita- 
tion of the dead and dying rivers of Bengal, 1 also want to say a few 
words. The problem of resuscitating the dead and dying rivers is a 
vital one, Bengal is a land of rivers and rivers act as a natural dniin 
for carrying out the filths of the (‘ountry, hut most of the rivers are now 
dead and soirie others are (Ui the verge of death. If the filths and dregs 
of the country are not wush(‘d away by the fiow of the rivers, then the 
result will l>e that various kiiuhs of fell diseases will begin to appear 
in Bengal and millions of valuable lives will he victims (d‘ those fell 
diseases as they have actually been. Any (piantity of (juinine, or any 
number of dispensaries will not he able to cope with the ha^oc caused 
by the various kinds of diseases, if the rtxit causes of these diseases are 
not removed. It is admitted by everylM>dy that the silting up of the 
rivers of Bengal is one of the root t'uuses of malaria and other diseases. 
The natural flow of the rivers having dried up th(‘ w'aters cannot flow. 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Mr. ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this plea of reform by 
whieh the admini.stration of the (x)untry lui.s pasesd into the hands of 
the people was hailed by all of us with high hopes, and we thought 
that a new era liad now* begun when our popular Ministers would take 
bold ^eps and initiate j)r()gre8sive measures to remove the long felt 
grievanws of the j>eople and carve out a new career of greatness and 
prosperity on a levtd with that of the forw'ard nations of the world. 

Though we are handicapped in our criticism being supporters of 
the Government, I do not think 1 am debarred from speaking my mind 
and giving iny suggestions for whatever they are worth. 

Sir, irrigation is the life of agriculture and a means of health and 
comfort to the rural people. Years ago, Sir William Wilcox madto a 
severe criticism of the Irrigation policy of the Government and pointed 
out that the problem can be solved only by a great and comprehensire 
project. Pieeenteal projects according to him were ineffectual and 
dangerous. ''Th^then Government did not accept his suggestions and 
% committee^ was forined with Mr. Hopkyn^ as a Ohainnkn to go into 
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tlu> quMtion again. Although Mr. Hopkins did>not agree irith Sir 
William Wilcox on all points, ke agreed with kirn tk|t a comprekanaitf 
ankeme was necessary to tackle the problem of irrigation. 

In the absence of any other scheme I cannot understand why a fair 
trial should not be given to this scheme. The remedy suggested fcy 
the late Sir William Wilcox is not an impracticable one. His proposal 
was that the rich waters of the river must combine with the flood 
water to spread over the land and then run back along its difterent 
channels keeping the river well scoured and" the surrounding areas 
healthy and fertile with newly deposited silt. As the finance of 
Bengal is not elastic enough to provide funds at any future date, to 
further the scheme, out of the ordinary revenue, I propose the launch- 
ing of a loan of a few crones of rupees to carry out the sr^heme. Money 
will he forthcoming to save Bengal from death and desolation. It is 
a question of life and death to the people and a few crores of rupees 
IS nothing if we can save a nation from the grip of death and desola- 
tion. 

Bejjieseiiiing west Bengal a.s 1 do, 1 cannot forget for a moment 
that west Bengal has Ikhmi described by foreign travellers as the 
“garden of India” — one of the most fertile and flourishing countries 
in the whrde j>eninsula — and what do we find to-day? The whole of 
the Burdwan Division has been devastated, l>ecause the Government 
of the past starved the countryside of its water resources in the interest 
of navigation in the p(»rt of Calcutta and by the embankments of the 
Damodar. The result is that the countryside has assumed a desolate 
appearance — wherever we go, we meet witli pestilential areas where 
disease, death and desolation reign supreme. The lands which once 
smiled with liealth, wealth and prosperity have now been converted 
into waste lands and jungles fit for the habitation of the deniseiw of 
the foiM'st. Who is re.sponsible for this? The bureaucratic admiois- 
tmtion of the past. 

It is surely an irony of fate that while the sister provinces by tkoir 
unstained effort have succeeded in converting the arid and unfertfln 
waste lands of Fjjper India into splendid granaries, the world famous 
granaries of Bengal have turned into unproductive waste lands and 
swampy tracts well adopted for the creation of germs of varioua soiia 
of diseases. 

The time of atonement for past delinquencies has now come. We 
moat save the Ration from imminent ruin. Sir, raise the requbito 
loan and we guarantee our wholehearted support. Pray, make m 
attempt to bVing back health and prosperity which has left tkb' tona^ 
for good, If you really want to save the country^ pray^ malce 41 
koiiett attendpt to resuscitate ike dead and dying' 
oikir watentaya. If a lo^ has got to be rained, do\t biy all lue a rtl . 
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XiAt* up boldly the* Hooghly-Howrah Flushing Scheme wbich I 
beifeve is now rottiug in the upper shelves of the Secretariat. It w*ill 
save at least three districts, Hooghly, Howrah and Rurdwan, if not 


more. 

A«few canal cuttings won’t do. Bengal is in the grip of death 
to-day — malaria, kala-azar, cholera, .small-pox and tuberculosis are 
cresting havoc in the country, and what are these due to; the old 
beds of dead rivers whicli became stagnant pools during the rain and 
the silting up of river l>e(ls whir*h draine<l away the water of the 
surrounding areas are the chief causes which contribute not only to 
the notorious uiihealthiness of the countryside hut have also diminished 
the productivity of the soil. Law and* order an<l fnv distribution of 
quinine cannot save a nation. My firm conviction is I hat if these 
evils are removed Bengal will once again become a tlourishing country 
with health, w^ealtli and {»rosperity wliich haw deserted the count ry- 
* side during flic regime of the jiast hnreaucratic (lov(*rnmen1 . 

If, however, the Government think that they cafinot take the risk 
of raising a loan of such a big amount under the instruction of their 
officers, who, if 1 am not mistaken, have not yet been able to (diange 
their angle of vision, 1 w’ould request the Government to take up 
.innumerable small schemes in which the countryside is vitally interest- 
ed and if these small schemes are taken up in hand at once, it will 
render a great service to those parts of the country which are affected 
by them. 

Here I would pause for a moment to pay irihute to the Hon ’hie 
Minister in (jharge for providing Its. DO.otM) this year for the excava- 
tion of the Aurora Khal in Arumbagh subdivision — a small mercy 
though, and yet one which w’e did not get before. However, 1 am 
pleased to hear the llou’hle Minister who has given assurance in his 
opening speech to adopt the courw* .suggested by me in my previous 
paragraph. 

Fronf this point of view 1 can say that Hooghly and some other 
district boards are quite willing to come forward with similar schemes 
provided encouragement in the shape of financial aid is re<’eived from 
the Government. 


liast of all, I think, Sir, that the time has come when something 
should be don© for improving the waterways and drainage channels. 
Those of us who have had experience of eastern waters in the past 
know the tremendous difficulties we have got to face there if we let^ 
Hie present state of things continue. The water-hyaqiuth, for 
exap^>let has become a* serious menace to ©astern^ Bengal, and I 
^reqtest Hie Hon'ble Minister to do away at least ^with ibis Water- 
hyHcdnth pest even if nothing else can be done. So titr as west ifengal 
is 4 |onoerned, I think the^^policy should be, if bigger scheme is not 
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ihot^glit fit to tackle, to reclaim the smaller channels, not that theB< 
<lying rirulets should be in%uch a condition as ta flood and fluah^thi 
surrounding areas at all times of the year, but that during the rgini 
they should flush and flood the adjoining lands. 


Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

CfiTO^ 3^<R51T^ TO TOWR 'ifTO I eiTWP 

CT? atrar wfiK^ •olceTt 

«Tit i m 

f«nrRfi ^«iTCHt^ inr tot 

Sir, «nTO, e ^ mv^ ^ cro? m 

Tto chhhtc® jRTB^i ®(ra[ ^10 *(f?irr cTOrrj 
TO ffl\<i c®[to e ctottoI fro? ^rroit, 

WJ8t ®?r3l (gfro STTO TO S CTOC^ MHIH4/H1 \W^ 

^ wji *ra1 TO*T? TOSirrW Jfiro cHtcrr^ fro 

Thu cHHtHH trrsi 4C'H(^*^5 it 

sracTTO TO-jrrm Um 5Tto ?t8i ^ 


CHHl l< l i n *l TOT TOTO^ C*WTO ^TOT aUSTO C»r«n TOf « Stst-TOP 
<TOr Tot «T19OT «TfH4|5TlCH4 fTOT TO «TOI ^ *nt8T JTHlCTy «TtTO 

TOITO TOT? TOT? CTO ???T IJfTO'Cf I ^ TO 

H7? «T?1? CTOCH? TOTCTO TO ^*fC^ TO •T?^ f?'?;;?: TOR ?T1 TOHTO 
C? TOT TO TOT Sto *fTTOT«T ^<t T ? 1 CH? a[^-CTOHl TO tT *Pfl1CH? JT^HTT?* 
f?C? TOP JT^CTOt nTtlTCTT TTO H?0?? T??? TOT 5R1-TOT1 

TOTR? CTO «Tt?^ CHCIT TO =TT1 CTTItT TOT ^ TOtW> al TOT TO^niT 
HH^-TOHT BTOT? CTOThTO f??T CTOK^'C SR^ 4Wr4»^ fro l?ICH* TOP 

TO rtCTj ?^ <9?^ CTOTTO^ TOT ?*r? fH?r wsrr to ?tc? to 

f lUllil CTOTTOTI C^TO «Tt?TOTlW4^ *q^ TO ^Ttn" ?Tq=TI Sir, ctottot" 
itw TOT ???t e^X?, i5?r<^'TST, ?ttw;?, ?t»to, ctot*t;? < 

CTO(t»q1i? •q;H?T? ci&K^*^t« ?l?TCfi c^r^ TOTtl»RF tot ^f??i 

fiWir !w crorrTOT'tTOl to n?^ jt?rt?^ ?^ ?iTO toIrctok? 

NsqCTO Vf?C^l 'JlRt ?Tf*TH, RltSl?!, TOCVl, ?;;f^ 5? ST^ TOCTO 5^Ww 

rr? fro j^cct toto touVI ?tc^ it nro tort? q (Tr<m 1 cH? wiWT-«b? « 

R*t‘TOT ?^ 4Tf?C^ erfR 5TTOTI TOtW>CV <pT?tbT*i I 


Sir, CTOTUn ?^ ? 9RT TO •(tm WtW TOR Ritl CTOTW W f lR C8 l 
TOT ?TOT-m8, fro-RTf^. iTOfR fWj f?T fl Ritl CTO T iRjy R^-tTO 4?^ 
^TOX™ faotoryCR^e nTO * CRC ^ ? TORT ^RTT SfPRl 

Sir, krtTO RR, rrI. tot, fro IrotR ftrjiT p tor/hi to toto C 15 

TO « •TOR ^ TOR TOI^ TOTO TOT? ?RTO TO al TOTOTOl ,?9fW! 
RR, TTO, tot IpflM RNl RfUtT RTOTRCl TRIT RIIS ^flRI? iTRjl 
ITOTOf TO ^ TOf ^ PWSt fRlT CTO ^ifRB W CTA HCli TOR 
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«ntnin’ wro rftoF ffwi 5«cn?wi tow • 

«T«i K[Wf5 a?i^«!apt ^tWcm ipw« «Tt ^ aT«iii(tlciR fqfm n;;^ 

*TO9C >TO *nTOr^ I 

• Sir, a^ ^ flir wm ^tot *ffa tairi tow 

w-^ftt;;, BiTwrairr, hp^], f’wn’, iwror aw *rR7W ^ atety 

3[twTw» tm 5RT at tow 5[tw?rt-swTi srfwnm oiarwi 

w, <(T«(, fw, aciRR w «(w ^IwT cw a^i c^t 

(Here the member having reachetl hi.s time-limit resumed his aeat.^ 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 did not feel 
like speaking on these cut motions, because 1 thought that any suggeo* 
lion coming frojin the opposition would* meet with the same fate that 
it had met with hitherto. Hut the obs<'rvations made by the Hon’ble 
Minister repe^iting the siune old arguments, tlie same old puthetie 
story, till' same (»ld promises, make me feel that unless one or two 
members get j)rovoke<l to speak on one or two most vital matters like 
Irrigatiori, the whole budget demand, the whole budget discussion is 
going to be a tame affair and the House must bo allowed to know 
something about the feelings of members. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
has m»t orily n^peuted the same old arguments that we Uiavo heard 
year after year, but he has not improved upon the arguments even by 
a jot or tittle. In the >eur HtdO or even earlier when s])ecial com- 
mittee's were iiiadte to enquire into the irrigation problems, wo had 
tjertain detinite recommendations about comjjrebensive irrigation 
scheTlie^. To-day after t<*ii long years after the roi)ori of the Hopkyn's 
Commit ue we find that the (lovernmeni have md only not gone 
further but have gone on a retrograde^ step. Sir, the trouble is that 
Governmi*nt do not know where to begin and bow io spend the money. 
The Hon'ble Minister in cliarge has said that he has not undertaken 
the seheme for a hydraulic research laboratory for want of funds. I 
do not^know if the Hon’ble Minister knows from his own budget how 
mucb'JiKmey was allotted in that budget from year to year, and he has 
not been able, or his so-called ad^visers have not been able, to utilise 
the money because of either want of knowledge on their part or for 
want <»f . (Government sanction. Sir, in the year 1937-38 for certain 
contour surveys in Bengal a sum of Rs. 79,000 was allotted, but 
nothing was spent out of that. For the Waterways Board in 1937-38 
Rs. 1,26,000 was allottefl and in each of the subsequent two years 
Rs. 2,60,000 was allotted, but nothing was spent out of the same, ^r, 
it is ‘presumed that this Waterways Board has had to , be dropped 
l^cuuse of some oppoidtion from the European section of the House. 

1 do ndt know bow far that is true, but my own impression is Jhat the 
w^oie scl^ine ol the Waterways Boafd, baaed igupoA impromg the 
iraierways for nariga&n only, without reg^ te irrigation and other 
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problems, that is a scheme merely to look after the navigation problem 
of certain sections of BengH, was ill-conoeive<J, anJ it was bound to 
be a failure even from the beginning. If that is the position, I do 
not know why Government should not come forward with an amend- 
ment of the Act by virtue of which the Waterways Board was going 
to l>e constituted. Instead of doing that we find that the whole 
amoinii was withdrawn quietly and the Government think they have 
done their duty as far as they could do. We had numerous small 
schemes, large schemes, and major schemes to he tackled, beginning 
from the big irrigation project of Birhhum, and Hooghly and Howrah, 
right up to the j>rcgect of improving a small canal near the ri'sidence 
of the Horrhle the ('hief Minister, whirli has got a small amount of 
money allotted liiis year. The big schemes have all been left out and 
for small sclieujes wlierever Government could find a little bit of 
opportunity for patronage or help and hope to get a little bit of 
support for the Ministry, »)r where some influent ial members of the 
Oahiuel «'ould press, they have allotted o,00(), Its. ti,i)()0 or 
Rs. 8,000. This is rertainly no proof of following a polit y, and is a 
retrograde step which we want to criiiidse as stwngly as possible. Sir, 
w© have been tohl that a contour survey is essential before any larg^ 
scheme can be undertaken. We are also told that before we can 
have any comprehensive policy, we must first of all have River Train- 
ing Laboratories and Res<»arch Laboratories. Wliere is the Hydraulic 
ReA(*arcb laiboratory that w'e have been bearing of for the last few 
years The Hon’ble Minister in charge has stated that a Punjab 
expert cuime here and he spent money and the Government have very 
thankfully acknowledged the services of the officer lent by the Punjab 
Government. But could he not allot even half a lakh to give effect 
to that scheme}' What prevenU*d Government from allotting money 
for that scheme if it is one of the most essential things without which 
the irrigation problems of Bengal cannot be tackled at allJ' 1 charge 
the Government with positive inaction. On the contrary, I that 
the Hon’hle Minister in charge’s so-called adviser, the expert of the 
department, has been enjoying a special lecturership at the University 
of Calcutta for speaking or lecturing on irrigation and drainage prob- 
lems. l)t)es he know that he cannot possibly justify his position as 
Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, unless he can come forward 
with a definite proposal which will help Bengal and solve the problems 
of Bengal in diffen*nt parts of the province* Mere publicity au4 
lecturing in the Fniversity will not satisfy the House in this conneo- 
tiSn at all. The most important thing that ^ want to d!raw your 
attention to in this connection is this: we hMve been presaing and 
rnambe^ of every group have been pressing the Governliieiit fwMn time 
to tiBie to undertake small and big irrigation projects in different 
parts of the country but'^GovemmAnt have ve^ ingeniously tfM tn 
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IhQt out all future 4iAou88ion8 in this Hou^e by proposing that most 
of these schemes will be handled over to district boards. The pro- 
pOi^I for decentr^isation of small irrigation works has been mooted 
before us to-day. But what will be the net effect? As soon as all 
these works will he handed over to district boards, we will not have 
opportunity of raising questions thereon in the House and the 
Hon’ble Mr. S}>eaker will say, “These are the responsibility of 
cfistrict boards and you are not allowed to discuss these matters any 
more.*^ That apj^enrs to be the only policy behind the proposed 
scheme of decentralisation, for otherwims if it were a sincere attempt 
to make district hoards take up those schemes which would be for the 
beneht of the distri( ts themselves, then only a paltry sum of Rs. 50,000 
would not have been allotted for this purpose. On the basis of 
Its. 50,000 for 20 districts, we have less than Its. 2,000 allotted for 
each district. Do you expect any scheme — major or minor or even a 
<if)inesti(‘ scheme of any particular Minister near about his own village 
— can he undertak<'n tor any sum less than Rs. 2,t)00? 1 charge 

(foverninent with criminal negligeiK^e for neglecting schemes which 
are f<»r the benefit of the cf)untry. 1 have already made my general 
observations on the Irrigation Department in previous years which 
1 do not want to repeal. 

(Here tlic nictobcr reached his tinic-limit and lesumed his seat.) 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, last year when this 
grant was being discussed, the main cause of criticism against the 
Irrigation Department was the temporary and unsatisfactory nature 
of much of the organisation of its staff. From enquiries made 
recently, however, 1 gather that these flaws have been removed. 
Permanent divisions and permanent circles have been created with 
the object of giving more permanence to the work of irrigation in 
Bengal and with a view to working out more long range schemes 
than ^^ve hitherto been attempted. 'J'he department also is evidently 
prepiyred to spend more money. 

At first glance, the budget appears to show that the total grant 
this year is less than what it was last year by something like Hs. 2^ 
lakhs. That, however, is misleading, because in last year's budget 
there was a provision made but not spent, as Dr. Sanyal has reminded 
us, of Rs. 2i lakhs, for the Waterways Board. The Waterways 
Board, Dr. Sanyal has also told us, was opposed by the European 
Party. The Europeaf Party did not oppose the setting, up of tie 
Waterways Board. 

^ fui:ther grant from the Central Oovemmeni last yeftr was 
included in the tudgsA amounting, I think, ^ to something like Rs. 1| 
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lakhs, But taking out the money budgeted last .year, for the Water- 
lyays Board and the grant from the Central Govemment, the n^i 
result is that the money to be actually spent b^ the Irrigation 
Department this year is over a lakh of rupees more than last year — 
a lakh and rupees ten thousand. Half of that is to be spent on smfvU 
schemes worked out by the Irrigation Department itself; the iiither 
half is for instituting the interesting experiment of decentralisation 
which might be approved or condemned, depending upon how one 
looks at it. For a long time, Sir, decentralisation has, in the opinion 
of many people, l)een carried to excessive lengths in the matter of roads. 
But so far as irrigation is concerned, 1 think that this interesting experi- 
ment deserves our greatest approval. The amount of money which 
is going to be frittered away upon it — if it is to be frittered away — 
is very small and amounts only to half a lakh of rupees; and half a 
lakh of rupees out of a total budget demand of Rs. 351 lakhs is not 
such a serious item as to lead to the accusation of Government of 
‘‘criminal negligence” as, I think, was done by Dr. Sanyal. Well, 
Sir, we approve of these small grants-in-aid to district boards in order 
to widen the scope of Irrigation and particularly to enable the 
carrying put of highly necessary schemes in the districts themselves. 
There is, at the same time, a very great need for careful teohiiioal 
control. Irrigation is definitely a matter in wdiich the teohnioal 
expert plays a ver/ important part. Unless these small schemes are 
c-arefully scrutinised by the technical experts of the department, there 
is a danger, of the money being frittered away. The fact that these 
small schemes should be carefully examined by the technical experts 
of the Irrigation Department does not mean that the Irrigation 
Department itself will not be relieved of a great tleal of work which 
they will he able to devote to the larger and more long-range schemes 
which have not hithert<» received the attention which they ought. 
Having vetted the small district board schemes, the Irrigation 
Department will thereafter be relieved of the tedious and detailed 
supervisfon which takes up so much of their time at the present time. 
On the wlmle, this experiment of decentralisation with proper 
technical control ought to receive our general approval and, anyhow, 
it ought to receive a chance. 

Auotlier question which arises in connection with the small district 
hoard irrigation schemes is the keen competition between district and 
district for a share of these grants-in-aid. That is going to be a very 
difficult matter. , to settle and (he only unbiassed and fair way to settle 
tfle allocation of these grants as between district and district is to . 
get it done by the Chief Engineer of the Irrigation Department himself. 
After ^1, these schemes should be vetted from the point of view of their 
efficiency, their likelihood of giving a good return the mboey i|N»pt 
and so on and these will • depend upon their technical fearibility or 



liliij DEMiJffl) FOB QBAJHR Ui 

• * 

i^^sabiliiy, and th« ^an wbo is in the best position to give a 
Ojwion vipon th«se is the Chief Engineer a'ho will be guided by technical 
and non-sectional or non-factional considerations. 

*Mr^ SANT08H KUMAR RA8U: An<l non-ininisterial considera* 
tion !• 

Mr, DAVID HENDRY; I would commend 1o the Ministry th» 
suggestion that the allocation for these schemes should he made by the* 
Chief Engineer of the Irrigation Department himself. One result of 
thi.s expenditure on vnuill district .schemes will be that tlie total amount 
of money spent on irrigaticm in the districts will he greatly increased. 
Its. 50,000 will n(»t in itself represent the total amount of money spent 
on district hoard irrigatiim schemes. After all, this has to he divided 
into grants-in-aid and the district boards will have to find money to 
augment the grants-in-aid, and they will also he aide to get free lalmur 
or labour at a cost lower than what the Irrigation Department pays for 
it. The final result will be that much useful work will bo done which 
otherwise might not be undertaken. But as these grunts-in-aid become 
better known and more and more popular, there will be an increase in 
demand for them from year to year. I am optimistic about the results 
lof decentralisation for irrigation schemes, and, I think, it may be 
taken for granted that more tinHio> will W needed for grants-in-aid in 
future and thi.s can best be (d>tained b\ putting existing irrigation 
schemes on a paying basis, 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Maulvt MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, so far as irrigation is con- 
cerned, it is generally believed that only West Bengal requires- 
irrigation, but so far as East Bengal is concerned, both the present 
Ministry' as well as the old bureaucratic (lovernments that ruled the 
country ibefore generally do (»r did not take any notice of East^^hengal 
in thij respect. In East Bengal, there are many rivers, khah and heels 
which have been silted up <»r have become decadent. These rivers, khals 
and heels require very small amounts of money for their excavation and 
they may be put in proper condition by undertaking what are called 
minor irrigation projects which will not cost Government more than 
Rs. 1,000, 2,000 or 3,000 each, but still Government do not pay any 
attention to these minor schemes. Though we find in the Budget 
Statement as well as in^the Red Book that there are several schemes 
which lhave been taken up for West Bengal, nothing appears either in 
the R«<1 Book or in the Financial Statement to show that Government 
are.tajping any notice of the minor irrigation projects in East Bengal. 
In, East Bengal the^uain,^problem is that many of tbe small khaitf heeU 
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there is natural flow of water both navigation as weft as agrieulture .wtll 
suffer very seriously. So far as the working of this excavation of ^e 
minor irrigation projects is concerned one difficulty has arisen in actual 
practice. In our subdivision of Kishoreganj there is one rker, 
Narasuudari, which has been excavated by voluntary labour fthd the 
new khal has been named “Nazimuddin Khal” after the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin. But 8ub8e(][uently there was a civil suit by the local 
lemindar because there was some land in the l>ed of the river which has 
been recorded in the name of that particular zemindar. He fias instituted 
a suit that this land cannot be taken away without land acquisition 
procedure. So, though the khal has been practically re-excavated, it is 
going to he stopped . 

There is another case in my own subdivision. In the case of river 
■Singua, re-excavation proceeded on voluntary basis. Subsequently 
there was a civil suit against the Subdivisioiml Officer and other persons 
who 8topj)ed the re-excavation as a result of that. So what 1 suggest to 
-Government is that the (Government should take the matter seriously in 
hand and legislate on this matter, so that the areas wliich were 
originally water or khal (Government sliould have power to excavate them 
without. going throiigh the dilatory process of land acquisition. 

There is another khal in our own subdivision named Bahadia Khal. 
There has been a great rivalry l>etween the two parties for the opening 

this kluiJ and there is another party which wants thal the opening of 
the khal should be stopped. So I suggest there should be sluice gate 
in that particular khal. 

There is another point to which 1 want to draw the attention of the 
Government. There has been recently a bridge constructed over the 
river Meglinu near Bhairab in the subdivision of Kishoreganj. That is 
telling upon the local people Wause tlie natural flow of water has been 
very much affected and the natural consequence of that is flood and 
damage of crop and other thing.s. Tliere are bridges also in the Assam- 
Bengal Builway line M'liich are also causing the same damage, t would 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to see that these defects are 
remedied and the railway authorities be informed so that effective steps 
are taken to stop the recurrence of floods in future. 

With these wonls I resume my seat. 

Mr* At GOMES* Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am taking an active pert 
in tbe discussion on the grant for Irrigation because I wish to inloiDD 
the Hon’ble Minister proposing this grant what the people of a poituni 
of Dacca district within the police-station of Nawabgpinge feel ^werdM 
him. ^ . 
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' spite of a moaater petition signed by hundreds of Hindus, 
Muhammadans and ^Christians submitted to the Minister about three 
years ago, my address on the subject on the door of tlie House Jast year 
and letters in the papers recently, the Minister has done nothing to 

improve the river Ichhatnati. 

% 

We have begged and prayed that the Government do take steps to 
keep the river Ichhaiuati, the stream that joints the Padma with the 
Dhaleswari, in a navigable condition during the dry season. Full 
particulars of the inconvenience and loss to thousands of inhabitants 
that live in the villages on either bank of the Ichhuinati, loss to trade 
and commerce and sufferings caused by disease to the people of the 
locality have been detailed in the peoples’ |>etitio?» and repeated by me 
here last year. I do not wish to recite them to-day. These people and 
I too feel that the Minister in charge of this department has treated us 
with utter neglect and is continuing to do so. Three out of the five 
years of this Ministry is almost over. The Hon’ble Minister cannot, I 
submit, point out any action on bis part to convince us that be has not 
been inactive in this matter. How long, I ask, is this state of apathy 
tb last ? 

1 respectfully a.sk, “Is there to be no difference between the former 
Government and the present popular Government’:^ Is this change in 
^name only?’’ 

1 know money is required to take the work in band but a part of the 
co.st can be realised by reasonable toll on boats carrying goods and 
pas.senger.s. I wish -to impress on the H(ui’ble Minister that it is high 
time that be did something in this matter. These people have suffered 
long and very long indeed. I hope the Hrju’ble Minister will not allow 
them to grow de.si)erate. 

1 hope I have made the position clear to the Hon’ble Minister and I 
trust he will act promptly to remove this long standing grievacK^ of 
thousand* of people of Dacca district who depend on the navigability 
of the Iclihamati all the year round for their trade, commerce and sound 
health. 

If the Hon’ble Minister does so. he shall earn the lasting gratitude 
of thousands of inhabitants concerned. 

Mr. P. BANfiMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are tired of bearing 
“better luck next year” by the Hon’ble Minister during the last three 
years abd talking of “contour survey,” “comprehensive scheiffes” and 
“preparation of eatimates,” etc., year after year, but there has been 
very little faithful performance in this respeet as Has been pointed 
uni by l>r. Nalinakiitia Sanyal. 

18 * 
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Sir, theit* has been frequent changes of policy of the Government 
fuid also the programme of this department^ as have noticed from 
the very beginning. With the change of one officer the whole scheme, 
the whole programme and policy of the department automatically 
change. Now, Sir, we hear that there will l)e demolition of ail embaek- 
ments, there will be removal of sluire gates everywhere, wftfi the 
idea that the low-lying areas in different parts of the countiyside will 
be silted up and therefore every inch of laud in the country will be 
improved and brought on the same footing. That is the present day 
policy, perhaps going to be inaugurated very recently by Government. 
This ciU(‘Htion was also disc-ussed by Mr. T. A. (^irry who was brought 
from the Punjab years ago. The difficulty of the dei)ailment has Wen 
that it always wishes lo he c<msulted by expcots. Ilut I wciuld ask the 
Maharaja to take the common-sense view’ of things and not 
depend on expert advice. We have noticed year after year that the 
experts liave prov(*d a failure, particularly in this department. Now,, 
Sir, the Maharaja who is a native of this country, as well as the 
member of this House, knows intimately well wliut is the position in 
the (countryside as described by members from different sections. 
Therefore, it is up to the Maharaja to take suggestions received from 
those members and net accordingly. 

It has l)cen suggested by Mi Ilendiy that these small s<hemep 
should be attended to and there will he decentralisation, and they 
will depend upon diftcnent district boards for their (*xecntion. Hut 
before that I may suggest to the Hiui’hh* Minister tliat a compre- 
hensive scheme must Im* immediately picqiared and each distiict must 
he given the part of the scheme within its jnrisdicti<»n tcj work it out 
as a part of the whole scheme. That is how the whole ((uestion can 
he solved. I have no time to go into details, hut speaking from my 
personal experience I may say that for the last ‘10 years schemes have 
been forw’arde<l to GovernuuMit who referred them to the District 
Mftgistrates concerned. Money was deposited in the Oollectoratc 
treasuries for survey, but it was lying idle a(*<*onling to c circular 
issued in 19do. I have got a copy of that circular. 

Now, Sir, there was one M’hcine, whiih was estimated to cost 
•Hm. 1,27.000. but that w'as ])ending from lO-lo. Another scheme was 
also approved by Government in the year But that scheme has 

also not becui worked out up till the present montent. That scdieme 
was estimated to cost Rs. 40,000. We understand that the scheme 
is again beiijg looked into, and new survey is being made. I talk of 
Quluraumur and Katakhali schemes in Diamond Harbour subdiviaion. 

This is the state of things going on. As has been pointed out by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, it shows sheer apathy on the part of deparbi 
tiieutal officers who do not care about giving eff^ to such schemes^. 



Jim] UJilMANl) FOR 

Kr.’ Hendry aaij that he wa8 very optiniiatic in thdae matters, 
becaiise if the distj^ct boards take over charge it would be better. 1 
quite agree with him that it would be better worked out by the district 
boards than by the departmental i»ffi<'ers. 

^ TJ^ere is another point. Sir. A member of the Coalition party 
suggested — why not take a bold step, have imiigination and take a 
loan P ( tf ( oiirse loans can he easily raised. Ils. dO lakhs were raised 
by loan some time back. In the countryside, the jieople are quite 
willing to pay a cess. A loan ot Rs. .‘U) lakhs was raised on the Magra* 
hat Canal scheme previously. Similarly, if schemes start on that line 
and (lovernmeni take a bold stand. 1 hope within a short time money 
will lie realised, and in this wa\ alone this prohleiii will he solved iind 
nut in the happy-go-lucky fas)ii<iii as the Hon’ble Minister seek.s to do 
at the pn^seiit moment. 


. The Hon*ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coatiin* 
baxar; sir. I am thankful to the members ot tliis House fi*r their 
kind criticism and hidptul suggestions. 

. Sir, Nxheii 1 assumed charge ot this department, 1 think 1 held 
very similar view^ to wliat some of my friends hohl to-day, about the 
.^solution of the Irrigation problems of the province. But later, 
.studying the (lut^stion in some (h^tail. I found a mountain-h(‘up of 
impediments stood in our wa.\ . It has lieeii suggested that the 
problems liave been undei investigation for the Just 17 or 18 year»; 
there was the llopkyns ('oiumittet* Rep«»rt in Ifldtt, there was the 
suggestions ot Sir William Wilcox. Hut why (‘ould we not lu t up to 
itJ' The aiiswei is quite simple. (Rai ITahk.ndh.v N.v'iji CuAriuiuRi : 
Is it^l Sir. during the period which has been mentioned, 
during the time of the previous (loveniiiienf , this department was a 
reserved department, and I have to admit that all these recomnieiida- 
tions and suggestions were conveniently shelvwl in the Seereiariai for 
reasons t5est known to them and no action was taken (Rai Haakndka 
Nath (^AUJUiiRi: Hear, hear.) As a result, Sir, problems have 
been allowetl to mount up making easy solution of the problem 
• im[>os5ible. Our greatest diffi<‘ultieH, as T have already statt^d, were 
about getting the requisite data. But again we were handicapped by 
the paucity of staff. The department was heavily retrenched by the 
previous Government. But we made the best of a bad bargain and 
have collected a (‘ertain amount of those data. But Sir, to draw up 
a* scheme to resuscitate the dead and dying rivem of the entires province 
in Jwo years is expecting something beyond human power. 


Mr/M. iHAMMIODIN AHMfOt Has any 'beginning been madaf 
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Tht Hofi’Me Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NAMOY, of Cooaifnbaaar: 

Certainly Sir, we have made a beginning' and have |et the ball rolling. 
We have made a atart from the upper reaches of the rivers, and the 
proposal of foi-ming the River Commission is progressing. We have 
started the (contour sur\^ey in right earnest. (Rai Harendra NAfli 
(Jhaudhuri : Before grants lapse!) I am not quite sure about- the 
lapsing of grants. (Rai Farendra N.\th C'haudhuri : Make sure!) 
I am (juite sure. Please let me go on. (Laughter I am .sorry to find 
that the opjwsition will use their obstructive tactics even in a matter 
like this, where T would have expected their full co-operation and 
helpful <'riti(’isni. It is a question of vital interest for the province of 
Bengal (Dr. Xxf.ixak.sha Sanvai. ; By pioniises !), and I do hof>e 
that the opposition will allow me to proceed and not internipt. 

Sir, the contour survey of West and Central Bengal is almost 
com()lete, and it is now proposed to take u]> the r4*8t of the province 
by stages. 

Sir, it has l)een suggesteil that tlie moneys which have been provided 
for other purpos(‘s such as luniges and (ar>als should be diverted foi 
this purpose. It is a fallacious argument. They have their utility in 
their respective s]>heres and money has got to be piovided tor them 
just as we have got to do for oil the departments. Considering the 
magnitude of the problem the money provided, I admit, is much too 
small. As I stated elsewhere, even if the entire revenue of Govern- 
ment could have been H|M»nt for the [lurpose, it would have touched a 
fringe of the problem (Dr. Nm.inaksiu Sanyal: Spend whatever 
money ycm can get And who will spend the money? You cannot 
spend it.) I deny the charge. 

Sir, a reference has been iinule to my paper called “BengaTs 
River Puddera and her Ei'onomic Welfare” in which I st.ated that 
ladore the contour survey of the entile province is completed we will 
[U'ocetul with what is culled the minoi irrigation schemes, because we 
can ill-alTord to wait for it. In spite of our Ix^st efforts fhe^ contour 
survey of the entire province, T am at raid, will take some lime to be 
finished (Rai Hahknoka Xatii CiiArDiirRi; Finish with Greek 
Calends!) The reason i.'< obvious. Paucity of trained staff, shortage 
of the working season and the vastness of the province are factors which 
cannot W bru.shed aside. We are 4*onsi(lering a comprehensive scheme 
for those portions of the province in which the contour 
survey has already been completed. Dr. Naeinaksha Santal^ 
When will the scheme be ready? And where is the 
budget piVivision for it?> (Mr. Sajtto.sh Khkae Basit : Don’t inter- 
rupt but co-operate!) (Laughter.) (Dr. Naukaksha Santal: To- 
operate in promises?) 

* 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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{After adjournment.) 

Df« NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, are you goiu^ to put the 
motions nowP We on our part howevt»r are quite prejniivd to hear the 
HonJWe Minister for two or three minutes more if he has anything 
interesting to say. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of OoaainitMiari 

Sir, I am thankful to Mr. Hendry tor his words of caution regard- 
ing — 

Mr. 8HAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H088AINI: Sir, m»y I 
rise on a point of information? 

Mr, 8PEAKER. After the Hon’ble Minister has finished, not now. 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coeaimbaiar: 

Sir, I am thanktul to Mr. Hendry for his words of caution regarding 
the technical control over the district Inmids in the decentralisation 
8(7heme. I admit Its. oO.tHK) is much too small an amount consider- 
ing the need of th(‘ entire province. It has been provided as an 
experimental measure, and if we find a good response and the system 
works well, we would provide tor more money. As reganls Its. 25,()00 
being provided this year for the contour survey of Northern Bengal 
it does not mean that we are going to spend only Hs. ?o,0(K) out of the 
total of nearly four lakhs. We ho|)e to spend much more in future 
years when Central Bengal survey will be over. T am thankful to the 
members who have given me support in the River IVuining Lahoratory 
S<;heiue, and I do hope that funds permitting in the coming year we 
will be able to see the much desired laboratory an established fact. 

With these words, Sir, I am thanking the members again, with 
this assiirance that all the projects of which they have spoken will Ik? 
looked into. I resume mv seat. 

Mr. 8HAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H088AIHI: May T riae 

now on my point of information ? CTP 

wit% (szw wtijw c=tri cw^tf 5wt=?i ^t»i ^ ftfini 1 oih 
ttlNl Rri ? 

Mr. 8PEAKERS I am sorry that question cannot arisd now. 

* The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fa*! that the demand of Rs. 31,60,000 
unde% the heads ‘^XVII — Irrigation, etc.” be reduced by Rs. 100 wae 
then put and lost. 
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The motion of Babu Premhari Barma tTiat the demand of 
Rb. 31,60,000 under the heads “XVII — Irrigation^ etc.“ l>e reduced 
by Bs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion moved Mr. Mahim Chandra Das that the demand 4 >f 
Bs. 31,60,000 under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc.” he reduced 
by Bs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All ether cut motions fall through. 1 will now 
put the main demand. 

3^he motion of the Hoirble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar, that a sum of Bs. 31,60,000 Ik* granted for exjienditure 
under the heads “XVFl — Irrigation — Working Expc»nses — IS — Other 
Bevenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Bevenues — 18(1) — Other 
Bevenue KxpendHture hnaneed from Famine Insurance Fund — 19 — 
Oon.struction of Irrigation, Navigation, Fimbankment and Drainage 
Works — B — Financed from Ordinar\ K<*venup< and 68 — (^mstriu'tinn 
of Irrigation, Navigation, K.»nbaT>kment and Drainage Works” was 
then put and agreed to. 


Rtvised tim« for sitting of tho Assembly for 20th March and business 

after Budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: IMore 1 take iij* the othei demand, I would just 
like to mention one or Iho matter*' ami it is this: >0 long as the 
Council w'as silting we had lo sit at 4-lo ji.m.. but I understand that 
the ( a)un(’il is sitting in tin* morning to-morrow. So we w<uild sit 
to-moiTO>^ at 4 o’clock umler the new rules, but 1 do not jiropose to 
put any dV*mand to vote before ’> oh lock as it might inconvehience 
honourable members. 

There is another point whi(*h has lavn raised by Dr. Sanyal, and 
as Sir Nazim uddin is also here. I m,j> rm‘ntion the matter noA*. It is 
this; that the Motor \ eliiidp’- Hules should be laid on the table. I, 
too, am of (ipinion that the Buies should be laid on the table. I 
think the Assemblv should get an opportunity to discuss the Buies 
as soon as the remaining bmiget demands are finished. 

Mr. Khwaji 8HAHABUDDIN: You were also to mention some- 
thing about the dates <d our subse(|uent meetings.'^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh, >es. I am feeling rather worried n\w\xi |he 
dates on whieh we miglii take up business after the 29th of March. 
We are going to sit on the 26th. 27th, 28th and 29th and we have d^ready 
got a pnigramme for these days. After that I find certain diffiCultiei. 
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I understand that ther^ nre certain Bills passed hy this House wbicli are 
likely to come up, ‘iin ordinary* parlaiu'e,” after the usual seven days* 
notice has been ^iven. At the same time I do realise that it involves 
a hesvA' expenditure of Rs. 3,500 a day for the sitting of this House, 
ana I^do not want to have this expenditure unnecessarily iiu'urred if 
we cjJn lielp it. Even if Government is not ready with those Bills by 
that time, yet, if the\ are ready with all the materials by which 
honourable members may know what exactly is coming l>efoie the 
House, even tliough formal notice of any a<‘tual (fate may not l>e 
presented, I will tr\ In sec whether we cannot exinvlite the business 
in any other way a.^ soon as possible after the budget demands are 
over. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In this connec tion, Sir, may we 
explain the position that we w ant to take up I' 

- Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUOOIN: Sir, please let me (*xplain first. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. SjH*aker. you have said that 
up to the 21tt)i the budget demands will go on. So 1 suggest tliui 
after tliat there ma,\ be an interval of 7 days which ma> be utilised 
for vjtrious otliei things, including the Motor Vehicdes Rules. I may 
submit that during that recess th«‘ Motor Vehicles Rules and Non- 
Official Bills and Res(dutions ma> b«‘ takyui up. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, 1 will try t<> adjust the husiness and the 
time. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: May I point out what was the 
original intention y S(» far as the Bills are eoneeriied, it i.s expected 
that only three Bills might < ome hack from the other House, namely, 
the dute Regulation Bill, the Non-Agrieultural Tenancy Bill 

• 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Do you expect any heavy changes will he made 
in these Bills by the other House? 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: In r<*speet of the Non- Agricul- 
tural Tenancy Bill we do not exjiect any changes, but in regard to the 
Jute Regulation •Bill, I understand there may l>e some minor changep 
or, as the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture says, there may l>e no 
changes at all. But as far as the Bengal Tenancy (Third, Amend* 
ment ) Bill is concerned, there may be one or two changes. In any 
case iheme three Bills are expeited to be finished quickly, that is by 
the 28#h. We exp^t that the Jute Regulation Bill will be over by 
to-morrow. 
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Hft SPEAKER: What I want to ask Government Whip is 
this: as soon as the Council has passed the Bills, let him give informal 
notice to this House that they will be taken up, so that the members 
may be ready with their amendments. 

# 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any proposal. Sir, for 

tfj waive the notice period? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That 1 will leave to consider. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let us know that, Sir. definitely, 
for that is very important. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 may, hf>w’ever, waive the usual ten days* 
notice. It there i.s enough W(ok to dV) 1 do not want to have the 
Assembly not continuing, but what 1 .suggest is that the gaj) might 
be utilised for oHicial and non-official busines.s wliich is still on the 
agenda. 

Mr. KhWija 8HAHABUDDIN: The difficulty i.s that there is not 
sufficient non-official Imsiness. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA8ANYAL: Ma nv, many. 

Mr, Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Let me not be understood as 
trying to deprive the House ol considering non-official business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You have already done that. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Excu.se me. Sir, we have not 
done so. Our idea is that if this usual notice of ten days is insisted 
upon, then the House may he adjourned from the 31 st March to the 
7th April. <- 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 iOave the tjuestion of notice to me. I know 
what non-official business is tfiere. Instead of giving a long gap I 
am for giving a short gap. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I suggest. Sir, that a three days' 
gap may be given if necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, the Motor Vehiclea 

Rules tliem.selves w ill take up a week. ^ 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDINs 1 db not think, Sir, it take 
aa long a time as that. , 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Well. Sir. we know better. • 

Mfe Khwalt 8HAHABUDDIN: But, Sir, the opposition mem- 
bers have not been able to carry anything as yet, although they tried 
to do so. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir. ihe (loverninent Whip 
may have his own views regarding the non-olticial business, hut we 
should have no quarrel about this joint confertuu^e, 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am afraid, the Motor Vehicles Rules will be a 
heavy affair and so it cannot jierhaps be settled on the door of this 
Houm*. Would it not therefore l>e Iw'tter if the matter be gone into 
by a small coinmitttv‘ i*' That will pndmbly solve much of the diffi- 
culty that may be felt ^^hile discus.sing it in the open House. 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 may inform 
the Hoii.se that in the other place that was the ])rocedure suggested 
and that it >t»omed to meet with general approval. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: 'J'here s<*<Mns to 1 h* a differfmce 
of opinion in the Trea*'iir> Iboiche.^ over it and let us not try to make 
much of it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It i** a difference between the A.smunbly and the 
Council. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: The whole point is that 
instead of having a recess, we would (ertainly i»refer to have non- 
offieial busine.s.s. That is the '*ubiiiission we want to make to you. 

Mr. SPEAKER! 1 am in favour of that. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

50--Civil Works and 81— Civil Works not chargod to Rovantit. 

Tho Hon*blo Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar i 

Mr. Speaker* Sir. On the recommendation of His Kxcellencty the 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of Ils. 1,50,09,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the heads “-50 — Civil Works’’ and “81 -—Civil Works 
^ot charged to Revenue.” 

^In addition to the sum which the House is being asked to grants 
the budget esti&ates include a furthinr sum. of R«. 9,63.000 on account 
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of charged expenditure. This brings tlie total up^to the record figure 
of Rs. 1,69,72,000. Honouridble members will find that this figure 
exceeds the current year's provision by something like Us. 44,000. A 
itriking feature of the budget estimates is that the amount provide^ 
for establishment is much less than it had been even for the ,year 
10.T1-«'14 when total estimates amounted to only Rs. 8U lakha.' I 
think it is clear to the House that we are doing practically double 
the work without any increase in establishment charges. 

Sir, the department of this (Jovernment which has public works in 
its charge has the reputation of being extravagant in its methods, its 
plans, and its work. I suppose that that is a reputation wliich it 
shares with the corresponding deimrtments of every Government in 
the world. The comparatively low proportif)n of expenditure which 
goes against establishment shows that our organisation is not unduly 
expensive. Our rule about the acceptance of the lowest tender 
ensures thal, on whatever rates we may base our estimates (and these 
rates have been considerably reduced in recent yea is) the work is done 
as cheaply as it can 1 m* with dm* regard to the standard on which we 
insist. It s<H*ms then that the onl\ wa\ in which we can reduce costs 
is by the lowering of our standanis. The possibility of this has been 
under our consideration for some time now, and we have made some 
progress b,\ prf»viding lower specifications tor certain classes of work; 
the pos.si})ilil> of furth<*r reduction is under (‘onsideratiim, as is also 
the possibility of reducing the amount of accommodation provided' in 
official buildings, particularly in rcsideiues. In the matter of tenders, 
we have also revised (»ur rules which will ensure not only economy 
but also make it impossible for aii\ one to suggest that the acceptance 
of tenders is influenced h\ an\ extraneous considerations. 

Sir, turning now to the estimates for the coming year, 1 tliink the 
House is most interested in the roads which are proposed to be improv. 
ed at the cost of the Hoad Development Fund. The total amount 
provided for expemWture on Road Fund works is Rs. 33, 9 1, 900.* The 
House will find that this figure is higher than that incurred in any 
single year previously. For the .sake of bringing out the improve- 
ment in a pointed manner. ma\ I put Wfore the House the actual 
expenditure, on road fuml w(>rks incurred during the last three 
years ? 

Rs. 

In 1987 38 ' .. .. .. 13.21, tlUO 

In 1038-39 20.94,440 

In 1939-40 about Rs. 26J L^hs (revised est-mate*) 

In IMO-41 about Rs. 34 Ukhs 
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May I claim that this is a considerablp improvement since we 
assumed char|^e? ^Another strikiiij? feature I should like to mention. 
There has been a contiminus improvement duriuj? the last few years 
Oi rejrards the percentaj?e of at'tuals tt> the budfrt‘t estimates. This 
pereesitafre has risen from only (Kl per cent, in to o9 per cent, 

in 1937-3.S and SI per cent, in In the curium t year this per- 

<enta^e will be about 90. Sir, 1 wtmld invite the attention of the 
House to this rapiifly increusing approximation of actuals to estimates 
which is indeed a go(ul statistical proof of the improvement of our 
ma(*hinery plactnl in charjre of road develo]unent works. 

J think that tliere is still a widespread belief that this jnovince 
has lyinff at its credit larjje balain‘4*s on account of its allocation to 
Road Development Fund which onl> bad inaiiafftMnent keeps it from 
usinfj. Now, we have just r<*<eived from the tiovernment of India a 
statPTnent of the balance which the\ have standing: at our credit. The 
.figim* which the\ ji:ive us is just under Rs. 49 lakhs. Hy the end of 
this Near the balance uliicli liHd* accumulated in our own hands will 
^ be exhausted, and thus tlie sum A^hich 1 have just mentioned will 
represent all that we have to draw until the next allocation. 1 will 
re|H*at that fi^un* — about Rs 49 lakhs. Durinjf the cominjf year we 
expect to spend Rs. «T2.79,999. The difterence between this fi^cure and 
the sum of Rs. 99,91.909, the t(»tal estimated expenditun*, r<‘presentH 
the amount which we expect to ^et from the (lovernnnmt of India for 
the project in \^hicli th<‘\ are interx'sted. Thu.s at the end of the 
coming: year we expect that onl\ a little more than Rs. 7 lakhs w'ill 
be left of the balance which the (ioverninent of India now hold for us. 

In addition to this there will la* the amount which wi* expect will be 
allocat(*d to us in the course of the \ear, sa\, about Rs. 18 lakhs. 
This .will brinj; the balance at the end (»f the coming’ \ear to about 
R.s. lakhs. AsMiming that during 194 1-4'.* our allocation is again 
Rs. 18 lakhs ami assuming that our expenditur<‘ during that year is 
R.s. 9oJakhs (whicli 1 think is a very (oiiservative estimate when 
regard is had to the increasing rate <»f our ex|)enditure ) our balance 
two \ears hence will be not more than Rs. 8 lakhs. Now as w'e do nivt 
get our allotment from the (b>vernmeiit r»f India until ubrnit the end 
of the financial year, an\ work over Rs, 8 lakhs whicli we do between 
April, 194*2, and Januur\ or Febniarx, 1949, will have to In* done, 
not with cash in hand, but in anticipation of our allotment, unless of 
C’oiirse the alkx^ation from the Road Developiiieut Fund is supple- 
mented by provincial revenues. Even during 194-2 -49 a supplement 
‘from ‘these revenues will be necessar\ if we are to mainiapi the pai^e 
which we afe now proceeding, and of course after March, 1943. 
that supplement will liave to W bigger still. I shall welcouw^ during 
the debate which* is to follow an\ suggestions as to how this extra 
amount c an W obtained. 
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The projects oju which it is proposed to spend Road Development 
Fund iiione> during the coming year have been oenumerated in the 
budget, and I would invite your attention in this connection to pages 
32-35 and pages of the Brown Book. Perhaps a clearer idea of 
the work that has been done and will be in progress next year, jif the 
House approves, can be more clearly visualised by a reference to the 
map which has l)een i)laced in the library. One thing about that map 
which will, I think, strike honourable members who are keenly 
interested in this siibjtnt is that except in the vicinity of Calcutta 
where condition.s are s])ecial, the roads which we have done or on w’hich 
we are working or about to work, practically all run at right-angles 
to railways. From this I think it will be cleat that we are 
increasing facilities for tlie transport ot agricultural produce to the 
main lines of communication of the provitne. This, as I said last 
year, was one of the jtoints ot our policy, a }>olicy which I may say, 
was placed before the Provincial Board of Communications and met 
with unanimous appioval. The nuids, it will also la* seen, are at 
present inter-district or iiitia-district hut are also capable of being 
linked up into a sysU*m of all-Bengal interest. 

Sir, in my Budget speech lust >ear, I explained to some extent the 
lines on whieh we projK>se to frame our road }»rogramme for Bengal on 
the basis of Mr, King’s report. That polic} we have been pushing on 
with vigour, and we liave (o (»ur credit more econom\ in w'orking, an 
efficient macliinery prepared for additional responsibilities, and a 
virtual exhaustion of tlie outstandii»g balances lying with the Govern- 
ment of India. AVith lhe.se words, Sir, I beg to move m\ demands. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand <»f Ks. 1,50,09,(MM) iindei heads "50 — Civil Works” and 
“gl — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Ks. 100. 

We have known throughout the ages that the country which 
has progressed is tlie countrN w'hich has built a netw(>rk of goml 
roa<is run by an etticient aiul businesslike tlepurtment. Acre in 
Bengal we know that except toads this dejtartment undertakes 
mostly works at the requisition ot other departments. Within that 
handicap let me examine lh»w fur this department has Wn able to 
attain its end. From the biulget it will be seen that out ot the total 
demand of Us. 1 , 511,09, iKH) a sum ot Us. 30,08,(KK) only has been pro- 
vided for communication, original works and repairs, and for ibuildings 
Us, (>1,10,000 has been pro>ided. Under the latter head, the Hon'ble 
the F'inaiu'e Minister has in his budget statement made special mention 
of certain sums of money allotted for certain works, by which the 
needs of the indice, military and the rich have overriden the needs ahd 
interests of the people not only in this, but in building pro jects^ also. 
In his speech on the budget in September, 1937, Khan Bahadur Facial 
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Qtfadir who had more than *30 years' experience in the Rep^iatration 
Department drew the pointed attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the 
difficulties of the lub-repfistrara and of their clerks, muharrira and 
peons with regard to their housing arrangement. How the aub-regia- 
ti;|irs who are the representatives of Government in villages, and who 
commaind the respect of the public and who are doing much for rural 
uplift, live miserably in rented houses! How some of them have to 
live in bazars like shopkeepers and some of their offices Iwated in the 
bazar like shops! G-overninent spend Rs. 47,(KK) as rent for these 
offices and quarters. If (iovernment buildings were constructed for 
these, there would (be a saving of about a lakh ot rupees annually. 
But what has the (foverninent <lone in this respect!^ Gut of 383 offices, 
building arrangement has been made for only 20 offices sinc^ 1937, 
making a total of about 43 offices; the remaining 340 offices are still 
being held in rented houses. Provision for only two new buildings 
has been made for the next year, one at Rangpur and the other at 
Midnapore, and sums of Rs. 12,130 for the one and Rs. 14,000 for the 
•other have been provided. AlM)nt the buildings tor sub-registrars and 
their offices, Government generally try to provide large sums. If 
.instead Rs. 4 to 5 thousand are spent for these combined cjuarters and 
buildings providing for pmro plinth and wall, with corrugated iron for 
roof with wooden ceilings, this will answer the purj)ose admirably, and 
Government will ibe able to provide for a large number of such build- 
ings every yeai . 'I'he llon’ble Minister gave assurance in August, 1937, 
of taking great care to empiire into specific instance.s of corruption and 
to deal with these cases with the utmost severity ai’cording to the nature 
of each case. But hitherto no care seems to have been taken by the 
Hon’ble Minister to emiuire into these cases. 

I have no hesitation in saying that broad daylight jduiiders of the 
money of this deimrtment in execution of works and repairs are being 
perpetrated not only by contractors, but by the officers of the depart- 
ment from peon to some of the Executive Engineers under the very nooe 
of the higher officers and of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Sir,* the Hon’ble Minister has amended the rule and issued orders 
that tenders must he invited in the caseji of works, whether original or 
repairs, the cost of which is more than Rs. 1,000 and general orders 
have been given for acceptance of lowest tenders except in special cases 
where the officers have to state reasons for acceptance of higher tenders: 
also orders have ft»eeD issued for maintaining approved lists of con- 
tractors separately for different kinds of work. Scheduled rates of the 
department have also been prepared up to 1938 of which a copy I have 
• got. • 

• Now, Sir, the schedule of rates is made on the basis of the prevail- 
ing market rates of materials and labour keepiii^g a margin of 10 per 
cent.* as profit fof contractors. Since the assumption of office bj the 
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Eon’b^ Minjiter tenders are being accepted at such a low rate as «i9 
per cent, below scheduled rates in all divisions/ For want of time I 
am unable to give instances of such cases. • 

Now, Sir, the question is how can the contractors manage to finish 
the worJ( with such low percentage of rates. For the last few years fbe 
rates of materials have gone high, and it is simply impossible for# these 
contractors to supply approved materials on such low rates. A few 
instances of the pri<es of materials and labour could have been cited 
but for want of time I am unable to do so. 

On enquiry, Sir, 1 Jiave learnt that the coutractors have to pay a 
jump sum money as gratification to some of the Executive Engineers 
to get big w'orks a(rcording to their value. Then they have to pay 
about 12 (>er cent, for final approval of the wt)rks finished by them to 
the different officers of the department 

Th« HOffi’ble Maharaia 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaiar; 

Will the honourable member lake the responsibility for the stoteinent 
that money was juiid to the officers of the departmeiit r* 

Mf« MOi ABUL FAZLS Yes, 1 Uike full resj>on,sihility 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja 8Ri8CNANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbaxar: 

Will he be able to say that (Oitside the House? 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Yes. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Yes, U^th inside and outslfle 
this House. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: N ow. Sii, it a conlructo! has to work on 
a ‘fi) per cent, les.s tender and ha.s to psi% 12 per cent, for office expenses, 
it ooines to Til per cent, less, besides lump sum gratifications to some 
Kxeoutive Engineers. Out of this work he wants to make a profit also. 
So w'hat oau this process be <alled except broad daylight plunder of 
public finunces? 

The highly paid and qualified engineers who give these works and 
approve of them are either incompetent or thieves and there are many 
such oflScers by whom this department is run. 

An enquiry" into the financial condition of the officers of the depart- 
ment from Executive Engineers down to overseers will sfiow wliat large 
bank l\alance they have got, investments of money in shares and real 
property they have made, and house and landed properties they have 
acquired in apite of their legal limited income. As for the list pf 
ooit tractors prepared and published by the Executive Engin^ra it will 
bit seep, that those rxmtr^tor^ who have got relatioiiseii the departSnanl 
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of th« higher males have got their names in. This is nepotism 
of the worst type. The cou tractors who try to work ooneoientiottsly 
and honestly have SarefuUy been excluded from the list. DiHcrimination 
has also been nuule against Muslims in enlistment and elussifioation. I 
have got figures to show what rabid communalists some of these 
depaelment4il officers have been in the matter of classification and dii- 
tribution of uork iii the Presidency. Central, Xortherii and Eastern 
Circles, where percentage of Muslim tM>ntract<ors are lfl'9 per cent., 16*6 
per cent., 18-2 per cent, and 8911 per cent. res|)ectively. It is under- 
stood that this classification has been made on the working <»f the last 
three years, according to the work done by each contractor. But 
Muslims have been hiiitlly given any work for the last three yejirs nn<l 
the small amount of work given to them were of less value. Ho, Sir, 
that has been made a plea for uoii-incluaion of Muslim (*<)n tractors in 
the higher (‘lasses. No h‘ss than 48 Muslim (ontraidors who had l>een 
getting .s<jine work previously were excluded from the list in apite of 
the letter No. 1U90-A., dattvl 1st April, 1989, fr<jm the Secretary of 
this Department to the (^hief Engineer, Bengal, Communication and 
Buildings, for taking care alamt enlisting men from oil (HJinmunitiea 
adequately with special reference t-o the enlistment of Musliins in large 
numbers. This letter has totallx been ignored and has been respectec! 
more in the breach than in its observance. Here 1 have got a Iret of 
48 names that have been excluded. Muslims are entitled to get at 
least M) j)er cent, of the work and if separate lists are made for each 
communitv and work distributed according to their cUiim, no objection 
exju be raised. All this will go to show that the department lias not 
only been a public waste dejiartment but a department for plunder 
without detection. 

With these words I now (xmimeud my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: uinliy *nnwi[. 

WTOTRT CWTCT PTti iPal WPtf 

W9m JWf aasuramse fuCl «ri$ 

ftw ent mi assurance UciOH l wrcfft Houfeas WPlTf 

Cl mr cn ^ mi assuranceai Smr Wl Cim 4t m-HPl IT TORt 

fisrcmt detads 3RPint mu «im citt M fiwm ci ci 

cm c it M jw t mal ii r i ici Rin ifici Mill 

1B<C1^ Public Works Department IR •flmTl OFTCl a fuirmr im 
flClRl Works Department. CTOJ mm 1ST Cl Public 

Waste Depart3ii0Dt<ai wm ciTClCfl 5T m an llT mm ^ fm mcsi 
llWt C^l CIR IT Civil Works Departmental itlH HRl Department 
Evil Works Departmenta ifine cimcft IRT D^rtmeni 

iRcV eifsce wnrwi cimit smt w w . feif Hiscs 
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wwt . ©xpertdf wncrt weir cii cot wiw C¥[r scot 

COTTCW c?rx n <at hIito’ «nxf c^ cwc^^ ^ 6xpert4?r njOT*r c»wic^ crj 
CWIW t W <01^1 W arir CW xnc C^ expert OTl*m scheme, w 

Cl schemeifl? t’ltW 5r? SHf «rai? CXTCOT scheme C*W abandon 

^ orroKf I «(OTi OT 4^ ?R OTr a^wrc? ^ ^ ctoj fjuih 

s(?B? ^?rr 5fFti 

Road Development «a?r CX scheme VUX XT? Map® COTtf OTt COT 
CWT ^ c^ XT’ra ffxsrra wiiTn jto? f^oFi 

>^<T COT H;nTO OT C^R®^ *OT, C^ ^C*TO fOT ?rTO ^ C^OT CTOT ^ ^ 
^rc>l CTO Inter -District Road, Inter-Provincial Road a*R Inter- 

Continental Road ^ fOT6 at schemea^ "OTT OTTTOTjr CTO SnTO 
tl JR I CTOl tOT C^ Bombay Trunk Road a? scheme tITCOT C^ OTC*f 

^^afUr W COTC^ *nf?[ l at scheme a C^ Damodar bridge at TO»tr 
CtTCtCf WTC^ ^ expert t TO;^ JR PR Bridge successful fw;;c^ C#IC?' 
OTTO JR I at Bridge at C^TO tTRlOTt Bridge TOR RtfOT RTR t*Rl 
Rift GovernmentCR warning Mr JTO IRRTt tt^ Rt/I JR CRJI tsMCJRI OTPFTOTt 
Rt ^iRTt Ji^ tcti t'tMt, ctMi>Qt att jTt^ fsfiRt titJR, tit^ att 

RflCR Ct fttrH ttfiy RTCX, CttlC*? RR RR CRTCRt tlR CRMf Mt tlRSI JR ftct 
RMOT at llTRTtjTt TOTt tCtI CttTt Mt tm tTCR ZWS TOt TRlC tt Sppj 
Srto to =ri at msr OTc*t tor srt Rift t*2rt trotcR «RjtR 

CRTtftl 

RRRt Department at administration at RRt R*tC**( TOR tfl 

RRRR;fR TO CtTCRCfJTl RtRT OT ^Ct STR CRCR RRTOt tRT 6 CiJt TO tTl 
CR CTOR ^ fJRR “RfRTRTCtt JPRR TO RR?R t;;t^ tROTT” I TOft a<TO t^TtT 
SRf’RR RTTO RTtr RRCRt R*OT R*OT 8 R^ TOI 7 JI Ct SfZ RRt CtlCtCI I CWICH 
WtCtt tt RfRTRTCtt aR (>TRT CRRTCt tR TOT tt MR« contract CtStT 
CtlCRl CRR tRt RTCTO tCOTI^ JR CtICR CRt)T fR CRTCt R*Rt? 

TO aRl?r TO at l^partment expert fT^« Chief Engineer COT TO*R 
CRTCt Divisional Engineer ai^ R? Engineer trttR fR SICtTRt RTCt? 
Irrigation R*tc*t RttR Rtt tRl ttTRt CtTCRflCRt Ct CfTf> CIT^ scheme 
R;fR District Board at undera CttR otto CtTCRl RTft CtTRCR 5 Tt Ct 
R*tC*t® at JI^ tR^trtl tft CfTt) Cfl^ Rr 8 ?R;;fR District Board at 
undera Ct«tr tt OTCtTCR at ftRTCRt ’OT TOR Rt tet I at Top heavy adminis- 
trationat W RCtR RCt tlCtl 

a fTRT District Boardat undera CRCR contract R*tC*t TOR R«W tj^t ‘ 
act I RTtR Disiriot Boardat CRTOCtt contract R*tC*t fR CRTCt tf CRICR CTt 
Rtt tlRtlt RjjtTR TOR RT RfRRTTO Head office COT contract ftCR RSIT 

TOTOJTH atTOTOR 

{Here the member having reached the time-limit munmd his seat.) 
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* ilr. C. MORGAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have much pleasu're is 
•upportihg the inotjpn for jrrant moved hy (he Hon’ble Minister. After 
examining the present position and programme of the work being 
carried out Iby the department on roads, I should like to congratulate 
the department on the definite and satisfactory progress that has been 
made^ince my last oriticivSin in this House. At the same time, I wieh 
to congratulate Mr. Ring, who was aj)pointed Special Officer, on the 
voluminous report and the detailed maps return tly issued. This report 
provides Government with all the information necessary for a com- 
prehensive policy of road development in Bengal. 

Some time ago, at a meeting of the Board of ('ommuuications, a 
“hix-point” policy, which had been drawn up by the Government of 
Bengal, was ajjproved, as the Hon’Ilde Minister has just told us. This 
w'aa referred to recently by him in a reply to (danse (r/) of question 91. 
This question was put iby Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury, and from the 
reply given honourable members will be able to satisfy themselves as 
.to the aims and objects of Government, and the jadicy which is to ibe 
pursued. In case honourable members have not seen the question and 
answer, I rejH^ot the “six-point” jKdicy and it is very important — 

(1) Govennneni should complete the Koud Fund Schemes now in 

progress and those for which provision is made in the 19d9-40 
budget. 

(2) Government propose to take up as soon as possible a programme 

of constructing or improving to modern standards, roads 
re(iuire<l for the transport of agricultural produce to suitail)le 
markets and roads which wdll serve as feeders to railway 
stations and steamer ghats. 

(d) Works should he spread over as many districds as possible. 

{4) Government will have regard to the existence of other means 
of communication and the amount of traffic likely to be 
expected. 

(5)^ue consideration will have to be given to areas already enjoy- 
ing fairly satisfactory means of communication, if there is 
a possibility of increase of road traffic and a consequent 
increase of revenues from the Petrol Tax — a very important 
point. 

^6) Oovernment aim should be to provide as much work as possible 
on roads which can ultimately be linked up with existing 
• inter-district and provincial roads and not merely local 

roads. 

Sir, that is not an easy ta.sk, but I am satisfied that tile problem 
is mow being properly tackled. 

Ad regards the present financial podition the fion’ble Minister's 
statement about the position w ith regard to the Road Bevebpmeitt Fund 

W 
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L8 interesting. It appears that the balance now held for ue bj the 
IJentral Government is Rs. 40 lakhs, and that if ^he full programme 
is carried out, Government expects the balance in the Road Develop- 
ment Fund will be practically exhausted by Slst March, 1942. After 
that, they would only have the annual subvention of approximately 
Rs. 17 or Rs. 18 lakhs. * ' 

To carry out their programme after March, 1942, will require 
between Rs. 30 and Rs. 40 lakhs annually. So it seems that there will 
be a deficit of about Rs. 17 lakhs which will have to be raised from 
provincial revenues. 

The deficit might of course be met by raising a loan but, so far m 
one can see, this would not Ibe satisfactory in that only a certain amount 
can be spent each year, and there would be no use raising money which 
might have to lie idle and cost the Government annual interest. Thif 
deficit amount of Rs. 17 lakhs could prolhaibly beVbtained by increasing 
the Motor Vehicles Tax, and allotting one-half to the department for 
road construction purposes. 

As regards maintenance, Sir, apj)roximately Rs. 18 lakhs is spent 
from revenue on maintenance charges. I understand that a few years 
ago the figure was Rs. 25 lakhs, and the reduction is due to the intro- 
duction of better and more modern types of surfacing. With further 
construction maintenance charges may be expected to increase, but it 
should be some time yet before they amount to the old figure, and I 
hope that meantime there will be no difficulty in finding money for 
repairs without reducing expenditure on new construction. 

In this connection, I would like to mention that the greatest damage 
done to roads is by bullock-carts. Everyone is convinced that if we ean 
have the proper kind of bullock-carts, the huge amount sj)ent on repair 
of roads damaged by bullock-carts will be reduced by an enormouj 
amount. This, I know, is a very difficult question, but I w’ould suggest 
that bullock-carts not using any rulbber tyres may be taxed in some 
way or other so that they may compensate to a certain extent for tha 
great damage that they do to roads. 

Coming to the expenditure for 194041 that is budgeted, Rs. 34 
lakhs have been allocated as follow’s — improvement of Government 
roads, Rs. 10-45 lakhs; and grants-in-aid, Rs. 23*46 lakhs. The work 
is almost entirely done by the Communications and Works Department. 

As regards the grants-in-aid to local bodies, I wouM urge Govern- 
ment to maintain the reconstructed district board roads, and it is most 
important that Government should take them over. I beg to draw the 
attention of honourable members from the mufassal to this desir^le 
object, and would add that in any arrangement which may be come lo, 
some contribution towards maintenance charges should be made the 
district boards. 
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1 am aware that there may be legal difficulties with regard to 
Government taking over these roads, but am of opinion that the matter 
is of such importance that it should be gone into at once. If Oovem- 
pent maintain these roads, they would certainly have a case lor 
jlaiigiiig a share of the Motor Vehicles Tax. 

Now, Sir, as regards establishment, it is often suggested that there, 
ihould be a sejiarat^ establishment for road construction, but I am 
convinced that this would not be at all satisfactory. I understand that 
the establishment is quite sufficient for the wi>rk which is to be carried 
)ut. Everyone will understand that there is a limit to the amount 
s^hich can he spent annually. So, it is useless to constitute a separate 
road establishment which many times of the year might have little 
iFork to do. The Hon’hle Minister must not forget when discussing 
this road question that we have a river and waterways system which hae 
ao parallel in any other province in India and which gives cheap and 
fasy transport. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 heg to 
move that the demand of 1,5(1, (19, 0()0 under the heads “Mf- t^ivil 

forks'’ and “81 — ( ^ivil Works not charged to Ueveuue” be rediwed 

by Es. 100. 

Sir, I will not take much time of the House, particularly after the 
•peech that has been made on the subject by my friend Mr. Morgan, 
But I feel that none of the previous speakers has pointed out one serious 
defect which has Iwen disclosed during examination by the Public 
Accounts Committee and its comment made at page 120 of the Appri>- 
priation Accounts of 1987-38 and the Audit Report. We find therefore 
that -there was a provision under Communications and AV(»rks to be 
financed by subventions from the (Vntral Road Fund to the extent of 
Rs. 10,27,000. The modified appropriation was Rs. 0,04,851 and there 
was a jhortage of appropriati(ui of Rs. 4,14,489. This I submit, Sir, 
is too serious a neglect, particularly when we are all aware that the 
Treasury Benches cannot plead want of schemes for the purpose of 
•pending on road development. We know exhaustive schemes have 
been prepared and the King Report contained schemes on which we 
could easily spend money for the next 100 years without making any 
scheme whatever, if not for 200 years. 

^ • 

Sir, under such circumstaiK^s tlie Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Ckimmnnicatious owes an explanation to this House; how is 4t that the 
full amount of subyeniion from the (Central P'und is not availed of and 
utilised during the year, why this deplorable state of things still oon- 
tinufli anJ how^ he proposes to effectively stop this, I should 
negligence, if not scandal. ^ 
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Sir, we all know that Bengal is ver>' poor in commuirications. 
We know that poor people cannot get proper pric# for their produce 
llMauae they cannot take advantage of a wider market, and we know 
that industry can never develop without good communication both by, 
water and land. Just now we had# a full discussion regarding the 
deficiencies (»f irrigation, and we now find that in spite of funds being 
available, in spite of the necessity of good roads, the full amount avail- 
able to Ibis province is not being spent. There has been a little 
improvement — it I caught the Htm’blo Minister in charge aright — but 
we are not satisfied that every thing is being done. If I may offer a 
piece of advice, and if it is accepted in the spirit in which T give it, if 
past experience show's that the ainouni budgeted cannot be utilised 
within the year, there is no harm in budgeting, in providing in excess 
of the amount and then aj)pro[)riating at least the minimum amount 
that is available for the province. 


Sir, 1 do not want to detain the Hoiise any further. With these 
few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


The Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, I am thankful to Mr. Morgan, for his kind criticism and helpful 
suggestions, and I am glad to find that the road policy which the (rov- 
ernment is following has the support of this House. Mr. Md. Abul 
Fazl in his cut motion has rai.sed the question of abuses prevailing in 
this department. I admit. Sir, that in a big dejiartment like this there 
may he some black sheep. But it would be iintair accusing the entire 
department of coiTuj)tion withmit giving specific cases and giving me 
an ()i)portunity to bnik into them, bet me Ntale the steps we have already 
taken with a view tn prevent corruptions. The first action W'c took 
was to revise the schedule of rates in order to reduce the margin of 
profit. Sir, unless there Ite a good margin ol ]>rofit nobody can willingly 
pay any bribe to anybody. Secomily, we have improved the system of 
accepting tenders, leaving ahsolulclv no option to the ofiRcers but to 
acc.ept the low’est tender. Thirdly, we have arranged for more frequent 
aupervision by superior otlicers than it used to he before. In addition 
to this, w'e liad a special officer appointed to look into the question and 
examine (he working of (he department generally and to suggest 
remedies. The report is in (mr hands alreiidy, and we are considering 
the question of giviug effect to the suggestions as far as possible. If 
the honourable member had any particular names in view, I would 
be only tOo glad if he gave them to me. so that I may deal with the 
matter as thoroughly as possible. I may assure the honourable meiii}>er 
that I am as anxious as be himself to stop eorruption whepever it can 
be detected, and I can also assure the House that I shall leave no* stone 
unturned to stop this nefarious practice. 
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* ' Sir, I am glad tlyit an honourable niember has himsell^lerT^d to a 
circular ’wliich has been recently issued by the deparlmekit. ^TEis 
circular is to the*effe<‘t that contractors of all communities should be» 
given a fair chance of submitting tenders. Sir, this will show 
dines on which the department is working in this Vespect. But I must 
auhAit that there are certain communities whose number of contractors 
is small, and so it is not possible to have the work distributed amozi|f 
the contractors of different communities. As a matter of fact, accord- 
ing to the existing rules we cannot give <(»ntrarts on communal lines. 
But, Sir, we are doing our best to have ihe approved list of contractors 
improved as much as j)ossible giving a fair share {»f contracts to all the 
communities. A ([iiestion has been raised about (be very low per- 
centage which is offered during tender; that, I believe, is a matter for 
individual contractors, amt I am sure wlien they make any oifer they 
do not do so with tlie idea (d losing their money. 

Mr. Jogesh ( liandra (iiipta lias gone into ancietit history. I do 
admit that there wa** a time hen we eould not spend the entire sub- 
vention whicli \Ne got from the (loverninent of India. But the situa- 
tion lias completely (dianged now. Ijast year, I tliink, we got about 
Bs. 17 lakhs from the (loverninent of India, but we spent about Its. 2 
lakhs. So that is no evidence of any money lapsing. In the current 
year, too, we got about Its. 18 lakhs and we Iiojk* to spend nearly Us. 27 
lakhs; that again does not show that any amount has lapsed. 
Similarly, in the coming year we propose to spend nearly Hs. 84 lakhs. 
Certainly, Sir, that is ;iii iinproveiiieiit for which the department can 
take credit. There is no question of any amount lap.sing even if w© 
cannot spend it. This year, over and above the subvention, we are 
going to sf>end lls. 2A lakhs on special grants ami Us, b lakhs from the 
accumulated reserve. AVTth these words. Sir, I oppose the cut motioim 
and commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Th# motion of Mr, Md. Ahul Fazl that the demand of Hs. 1,50,09,000 
under the heads “50 — Civil Works” ami ”81- -(’ivil Works not charged 
to Revenue” Ik* reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra (tuptu that the demand of 
Rs. 1,50,09,000 under the heads ”50 -T’ivil Works” and ”81 — Civil 
Works not charged to Revenue” In? redmvd by Rs. 100 was then put 
*and lost. 

ITie moti(»n of the Hon’ble Mahanija Srischandra Nandy; of Cossisi- 
baxar, that a sumt>f Rs. 1,50,09,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the^lMuds* Civil Wbrks” and ”81 — Civil Work# nqt charged to 
Bervenue” was tlfbu put and agreed to. t. t>, 
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joint oo,nference. 
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■ . * » 

Laying Ow indiaii Motor Vohiolos Rules oh tho Table. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin^ are. you going to lay the Ifldian 

Motor Yehiclei Rulea on tho Table P 

The Hon'blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, I am going to, 
but I have lost the formula and can’t find it. But in the absence of 
• that legal fohnula 1 simply lay the Rules on the Table. In this connec- 
tion, Sir* a suggestion has been made, in view of the fact that the time 
ia, so short, that therft should ’be a joint conference between the two 
Houses,, and^e find that in the rules the »nly way in which we can 
get things settled together ia by the appointment of a joint conference 
under Rule 11 of the Benj^^l Legislative (Joint Sittings and Com- 
municationsi Rules. The rule reads as follows:— 

“(1) If a difference of opinion arise.s between the two Chambers 
in regard to, any matter, or if in re.spect of any matter a 
(■onference between the Chanibers is considered desirable, 
ond‘*n re,solution is passed in either (’hamber that the matter 
should be discussed at a (’onference, a message shall be sent 
to the other Chamber to inform it of the resolution anil to 
desire its concurrence in the resolution. 

(2) If the other Chamber agree, a motion shall be made in each 

Chamber nominating the members -of that Chamber who are 
to represent it at the Conference. At a Conference each 
('hamber shall be represented by an equal number of 
• members. 

(3) Save that the provisions of the Ben^?al Legislative Council 

(Governor s) Hules shall^ so far as may be, npply, the 
Conference shall determine its own procedure. 

(4) The day. hour and place of the Conference shall be fiied by 

the President.^' 

Accordingly, Sir, I propose to move a resolution the first thing 
to-morrow with your special permission after question time, suggesting 
the names of members of both Houses, the number of members being 
5 or 7 from each House. 

% 

Dr. HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, there are one or tw 
other poinbt which I want to rai.se in this connection. ^ 

TN Mwmh Sir NAZIMUDDIN S Sir, let me finieh first, 

for I hafe not yet finish64- For me to be able to mo^ a resolution on 
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tiiia subject it le necefaary that the group. Whij^ should give the 

(ioTeniittant Whip^the names that they would lilcft to au^gOit 

Or. NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: If only fire names are to he 

suggested, then the Whips will be in a very great diffloulty to decide 
as considerably more members than five would like , . to be in . the 
conference from this House. ^ ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINs Let all the Whipe be 

consulted first. > , 

* * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would be better if all the Whi> meet 
together in a room and set^e the matter among themselves. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, there is also another point 
which has got to be considered in this connection. Suppose, we have 
.our joint discussion and arrive at a certain agreement. Thereafter, 
what procedure would you like to follow, SirP 1 submit, Sir, that 
♦he usual procedure for Bills be followed. , 

* Mr. SPEAKER: Well, personally, I am not very clear as to what 
procedure should be followed. If there is an agreement reached by the 
Conference I can a.ssure you that I shall try my best to give effect to 
that agreement, but in case there is disagreement, I am afraid I cannot 
commit myself offhand to what line I should take. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The applicability of the recom- 
mendations of the Conference will be otherwise infructuous. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is agreement, so far so good, but if there 
ia disagreement it would fall altogether. There is no midway course. 

Dr. /lALINAKSHA SANYAL: Suppose, Sir, there is substantia) 
agreement and minimum of difference, what will happen tdjenP 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have said it must he either this way or 
that. The agreement must be complete in all respects for the 
recommendations to be effective. 

The House now stands adjourned till 4 oVlock to-morrow. 

Adieurmiitnt 

Il^being 7-35 p.m. — 

Tfce Hemse was adjourned till 4 p.m. on Wedne^yr 20tb 
Harcb, 1940, at Assembly House, Calcutta. ^ 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legisktire Ats^Ujr assembled 
under the provisions of the 'Government of India Act, 1935. 

« 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wedntt^ay, 
the 20th March, 1940, at 4 p.m. 


Pmmt: 

Mr. Speaker ^lie Iloirble Khan Jhihadur M. Azizul IIauite, c.i.i,) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 19”) members 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawera were given) 

Communil ratio in appointments under Court of Wards in Rangpur. 

•231B. Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA; (n) Will the ITon ble 
Minister in rharf^’o of the Keveiuie Department he pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fart that all hi^ estates in the district of Hanppur 
are under the Court of Wards; 

(it) how many estates are under the Court of Wards; and 
(ui) whether the question of communal ratio is observed in matters 
‘ of apimintments in these estates P 

(/)) If t^e answer to {a)(tii) is in the ne^rative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether cases of the Muslims and Scheduled 
Castes are considered at the time of appointmenUP 
(c) Do the Government contemplate the desirability — 

(t) of observing- the ratio question in future appointment#; and 

(it) of appointing- officers and servants from the tenants of the 
province? 

MINISTER in charge of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tht 
Hon’blo Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a)(i) No; but the majority 
are under the Court of Wards, 

(it) Thirteen (including 3 Trust estates). 

(m) Tlje matter is under consideration. 

(6) Yes. 

(c)(i),Vhe dlattel^ is under t'onsi deration. * 

(it) ^ 





I • 


. in , 
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Commuiul ratio in tAo elorioai statt of PaUna and o^n othor 

CollaotoriitMa 


* «231Ca Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the Pabna, Bogra^ Rangpur, Dinajpur, 
Rajshahi, .Talpaiguri and Malda rollectorates — 

(t) the present number of posts — 

(1) in the upper division, and 

(2) in the lower division ; 


ti) the number of them held by — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) (^aste Hindus, 

(d) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian ('hristians, 

(5) Anglo-Indians, and 

(6) other communities; 


(Hi) the pay that is drawn at present by each of them; 

(iv) the present number of Head Clerks, Superintendents, Sherist 

dars, Nazirs that are in these district offices, dia;trict by d«.- 
trict ; and 

(v) how many of them arc — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christians, 

(5) linglo-Indians, and 

(6) other communities? 

TIM Sir SI JOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Three eUtemento 

fnrnl^ng.the intormation are laid on the Lihraijr table. 
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UNSTARRED QUECTiON^ 

(antwert to wfakk were laid on the tSdd^) 

Livestock census in Bengal# 

I 15 B. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charpre of the A/friculture and Industries Department be pleiwed to 
ftate whether it is a fact that an account of the live-stock and other 
belonfi^in^s of the people of Beng'al is beinf^ collected at Government 
expense ? 

(h) If so, what is the object? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how much cost it will involve; and 

in) how much has already been incurred therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. A 
census of live-sUick includin;^ poultry as well as ajjricultural implements 
and machinery was taken in January lust. 

(b) This is the quinquennial live-stock census taken by all provinces 
and njost of the States in India simultaneously, according U) the 
recommendation of the lioyal Commission on Af^riculture. The object 
of the ('.ensus is to collect the necessary data for the solotion of problems 
conn(*i'ted with the improvement of cattle, fodder and agricultural 
wealth. 

(c) (i) Rs; 6,98f), and 
(»:i) Rs. 2,385. 

Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many times the live-stock census has up till 
now been taken after the recommendation of the Royal Commission on 
Afcriculture excluding this one? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Two, I think. 

« ^ 

Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased ^o state what has been the figure as regards bulls in the laet 
census — whether it has been found to be on the increase or decrease? \ 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I wanf notW 
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' Mr. SASANKA S^KHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the^ statistics have been c^ollected 
simultaDeously in aH the districts of Beni^alP 

•The Honmil# Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Tea, Sir. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state when this enquiry bef^anf 

The Hofl*bl0 Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 don't know the date. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Approximately when did it 
begin? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It was done in January 
last. 

Remission of interest on arrear rents in Deb-Barma Wards Estate In 

Dinajpur. 

11SC. Maillvt ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Mininicr in 
charge of the Ilevenue Department aware — 

(t) that the Deb>Barma Wards Estate at Chirirbandar in the dis- 
trict of Dinajpur is an ejmali mahoL with a private landlord 
of half share; 

(li) that the private landlord is realising arrear rent without 
interest; and 

(in’) that the concession in the shape of the remission of interest in 
the Wards Estate of the half-share both in respect of arrear 
rent and current rent has been withdrawn? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Collector* of Dinajpur, the Divisional Commissioner and the Board of 
Revenue have rei^eived any representation from the tenants for remission 
of interest on the ground of hardship? 

(c) If so, what action, if any, has bwn taken on the represenbition 
of the tenants? 

. Tilt Hofl’bte.Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a)(t) and ib) 
Yes. 

• (w*)'!! is so reported. 

Yea, but the Collectors have been given authority in special 
•circi^inalpiicqi to remit interest. 
mde (o)(Ht7 •Ijove. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNOU: With reference to his answer 
(a)(nt) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are 
circumstances contemplated for remission of interAt and if any direc- 
tion has been issued to the Collector in that behalf? 

4 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Directicfn has 
been issued to the Commissioner, and I am sure the Commissioner will 
convey to the Collector. The circumstances contemplated are, the 
Collector will go into the merit of each case and will exercise hia 
discretion. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERilEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the direction was given — how many months 
back? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Just about a 
couple of weeks ago. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, with reference to his answt*r (a)(tt), what he means 
when he says “it is so reported”? Has he made any enquiry about it? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE; What has been the result 
of his enquiry? Was the report found to he correct? 

Mr. SPEAKER; The an.swei is. “it is so reported.” 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: I want to know what has 
been result of the enquiry made by the Hon'lde Minister? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There are certain 

cases in which one co-sharer of the estate has been realising the arresr 
rt'iit w’ithout interest. 

Mr. SASANKHA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Collector of the district has been asked 
to get information fi\)m the private landlord giving tne names of the 
tenants and the amounts remitted? 

ThO Honlilo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not neoeaiory- 

That is thet dtity of the Collector, We can safely depend on hbi di#Gto- ) 
tion and on his conuncmBense. ^ ^ 
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br. 8URESH l^HANDRA BANERJEE: 'Will the HoD'bk Minister 
be pleased to state wjietlier it is his intention to make an official enquiry 
of the Collector as to the number of cases in which remissions have l)een 

made in accordance with the recommendations of the lion’ble Minister? 

• 

Tlie Hon’bl# Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Collector has 
been authorized to do all that is necessary to exercise his di8cn*tion. 

So it is not necessary for Government to give him detailed instructions 
in this matter. We can dei)end on his commonsense. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: My question has not been 
answered, Sir, I asked him whether we w’ould be able to know as a 
result of his instructions if the Collector made any concessions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil will have to pul a further question for that 
because it is now purely pi'oblematical whether the Collector will make 
any concessions or not. 


Message from the Bengal Legislative Counoil. 

The Secretary read the following message which hod beeu received 
from the Bengal Ijegislative Council, namely : — 

“That the Bengal I/egislative Council at its meeting held on the Idth 
March, 1940, agreed to the Bengal Finance (A'inendment) Bill, 194(1, 
without any amendment.’ 


Cable to the Marquis of Zetland. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I iudies and gentlemen, as authorised, 1 sent the 
following cablegram to the Marquis of Zetland: — 

“Bengal Legislative Assembly shocked to hear of da.stardly outrages 
and at meeting this atternoon expressed its abhorrence (stop) Assembly 
expresses its congratulations on your providential eseajx^ as also of liord 
Lamington and Sir Tiouis Dane and further expressed its horror at death 
of Sir Michael O’Dwyer and offers deepest sympathy with his bereaveil 
-family which may kindly lie communicated.” 

* He has acknowledged it as follow's : — 

. “Greatly appreciate good wishes of Bengal liCgislative Assembly. 
Please convey my warm thanks. I have passed on their messages to 
Lady O’Dwyer, Iiord liamington and Sir Louis Dane. 


ZETTiAND.” 
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DEMAIID8 FOR GRANTS. 

The Hon*ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rfl. 4,66,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — 
Stamps." 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 l)eg to move that the demand 
of lU. 4,66,000 under the head “9 — Stamps’^ be reduced by Ra. 100. 

Sir, the income of this department in about Kh. 2,64,000. Now let 
us see who pays this vast amount. If we make an account of the suit# 
that are now prevalent in law v^urts, we find that 95 per cent, of the 
iuiU are either rent or Small Cause .tX)urt or money suits where at the 
outset it is found that the costs of the suits in the shape of court-fees 
are paid by the landlords or ereditors, but these costs up to the last 
penny are included in the deeretal amounts which are in the long run 
realised from the poor tenants and debtors. 

The rent suits primarily concern the poor section of the tenants who 
are unable t(» pay even their actual rents. Though some relief was 
sought to he given to these poor tenants by redm ing the rate of compen- 
sation from 25 per cent, to I2i per cent, by the Hengal Agricultural 
Tenan('.y Xvi, but this has Iwen counter-balanced by adding this high 
rate of judicial costs. In the same way. Sir, though some provision has 
hiien made hy reducing the rate of interest for the relief of the debtors, 
it has been taken away hy this additional judicial cost. Thus we see 
that the poor tenants and debtors arc hard hit hy this higher rat« of 
judicial stamps, and it is a s^sb-matic engine of oppression by the 
Government. ^ 

The next thing which I want to show jir this respect is thgt under 
the High Court Rules and Orders from time to time Government is 
now realising ml valarrm court-fees from almost all sorts of cases except 
some mirt(*ellaneous cases where relief is seldom got. It has become 
impossible for p<K)r people to vindicate their just rights and interests. 
Now, Sir, in a single suit court-fet's are realised more than once : in a 
rent or money .suit the liandlord or the 'tnahajan once pays the courts 
fees at the tiiue of the institution of the suit, but if thle tenants or the 
debtors want tb set aside that decree they have to pay ad voi^em couri- 
fees agraii^, thus rnahiug it impossible for the poor aggrieved people td 
git any relief. The same thing is taking place in Debt Settlemjttt 
Roarda which are said to be established for the relief of the poor. Court- 
fees are once realised before the award is given and ^^ain it is iwslised 
at 4he time pf certificate procedure if any default takes place. 
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"Fwywhere, wheU^ter in a civil court or revenue court or Debt Settle- 
ment BoArd, all sorts of plans have been devised for realising different 
types of court-fees to the extreme distress and misery of the poor people. 

The higher rate of non-judicial stamp vitally affects the tenants as 
tney |re the parties in most of the documents. Thus on an analysis 
we ffnd that the Stamp Revenue of Rs. 2,G5,00,00() actually comes from 
the pockets of the poor agriculturists, but if any scheme for the educa^ 
tion or medical relief of the agriculturists is spoken of the Ministers say 
— there is no money.” 

If the people are to be saved from these difRcullies, the rate of 
judicial and non-judicial stamps must be reduced and some provision 
ought to be made so that in decree-set-a.side and such other cases, by 
payment of a nominal court-fee, as it was before, the poor people can 
get some relief. 

With these words 1 commend my motion to the aiuieptance of tha 
•House. 


Tha HonMMa Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the honourabla 

mover has made a general complaint against tha high rata of judicial 
and non-judicial stamps. 

First of all, 1 would like to mention that our ratae are by no mean# 
higher than those prevailing in other provinces, namely, Madras, 
Bombay, Bihar or the United Provinces. The rates were increased 
once in 1922 and again in 19d6. By the Bengal Kxpiring liaws Act 
of 193B, the increased rates of 1935 were approved of by this House. 
So, 1 find no justification for this complaint. 

Moreover, as the rates are not by any means higher than those 
vailing in other provinces, I find it difficult to agree that our rates are 
causing special hardship to the tenantry. The tenants have l>een given 
relief in many respects, but here it is ab.solutely necessary that the 
rates should be maintained at their present level so that 'Government 
might secure sufficient revenue to run the administration of the jiro- 
vince The greater portion of the revenue is certainly spent for the 
benefit of the province of Bengal and of its population which consists 
mainly of agriculturists and people whom my friend represents. With 
these few words, I oppose the cut motion. 

. The motion of Mr. Ramixuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Ra. 4,66,00Q under the head ''9 — Stamps” be reduced by He. 100, was 
•then if^ut and lost. 

• The motiob of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, that a 
sum of Bs.^ 4,66,000 be granted for expenditure under the . head 
Staiii^’’ was theiff pub and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MUMARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahailiira 

8ir, on the recommendation (cbeern from all sides of the House) of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 72,T4,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice**. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What I |)ro{K)Be to do is to close this debate at 
about () o’clock if possible, unless, of course, it is terminated earlier by 
•ome act of volition on the part of the Nawab Sahib. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, may I suggest that the debate 
be closed at 6-30 F 

Mr. BREAKER: UB oee how it proceeds. 

Mr. 8YAMA PRASAD BARMAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Us. 72,74,000 under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice" be reduced by Us. 100. 

Sir, J move this cut motion with a view not to criticize the (lovern- 
tnentor to bring any censure against the llon’hle Minister, hut to make 
some suggestions about the desirability of giving magisterial powers to 
the munsifs of the outlying stations where the files are very light which, 
I hope, the humorist Nawab Saliih will kindly accept. 

Sir, the extensive operation of the Uengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act and the intensive working of the Debt Settlement Boards eetablished 
throughout the province have greatly affected the work of civil courts in 
all the districts, so much so that the number of civil suits has abnonnally 
fallen. The munsifs who draw fat salaries finish their day’s work 
within an hour or two and sit idle for the rest of the day. This is thb 
state of things in civil courts. But in the criminal courts, things are 
quite different. The number of civil suits has diminished due to the 
osiablishment of l>eht Settlement Boards, but as there is no such 
thing as Crime Settlement Boards, the numl>er of criminal case.s is 
rather on the increase, and the Deputy Magistrates and Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates, si^ecially those stationed in the suWivisional towns, are 
60 much overworked that they have to work even after dusk. So, if 
the munsifs whose files are very' light are invested with magisterial 
powers to try criminal cases, their servues would be fully utilised 
and the Sul>-Deputy and Deputy Magistrates would be relieved to some 
extent. This ie my first reason. • 

My second reason. Sir, is that the senior munsifs become in^qouwe 
of time Sub^udges and Assistant «Session Judges andTmve to try sosaioR 
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cases and hear crimii^l appeals. These inunsifs who have no previous 
experience in trying* criminal cases become full-fledged criminal case 
Judges overnight. *So if the mimsifs are given inagislerial powers this 
difSoulty may be removed. 

The Hon ble Minister is, I think, aware at the instance of some of 
the •District Judgf^s a scheme has veiy recently been prepared for 
investing some of the munsifs with magisterial powers so that they may 
have some training in trying criminal cases. A(‘C(»rdingly, some of the 
munsifs were very recently invested with magisterial })ower8. So accord- 
ing to this S(‘heine also the munsifs whose files are light may be 
empowered to try criminal cases in addition to their civil court work. 

My third reason is that there is all along an insistent demand for the 
separation of the judiciary from the executive, and ihei*e is reasonable 
ground in that demand. If the judiciary he sejwrated from the (sxecu- 
tive, the people would get imjwirtial and even-handed jinstic^e. Had th€< 
judicial} and executive been separate, Dharja Barma of «Talpaiguri 
‘would not have Wn summoned and unnecressarily harassiMl by the 
Subdi visional Officer of the distried only for the crime of not attending 
• the meeting convened by the TTou’ble Minister Nawab Musharruff 
Hossain. So if the homourist Nawah Sahib wouhl he kind enough to 
accejit my suggestion, it would help to some extent to meet the demand 
for the separation of tfic judiciary from the executive. 

I’or all these reasons I commend my motion to the ucceptan(*e of the 
House. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 72,74,000 under the head “27-— Administration of 
Justice” he reduced by Its. 1(K). 

Sir, the appointment of Honorary Magistmtes is now pra4dicuJly aai 
abuse of power. In section 14 of the Criminal Procedure ('ode no doubt 
a provision ha.s been made that Government may vest some persons with 
particujpr powers as Magi.strutes either of the First, Second or Third 
Glass. But unfortunately at present we see that the provision has lieeii 
totally abused. Ijooking to the reports of the Administration of ("riminal 
Justice, we see that this “may” has developed into “must” and the 
number of Honorary Magistrates has increased very much from year 
to year so that their strength is now practically equal to the number of 
Stipendiary Magistrates. Look to the Criminal Administration Report 
of 1938. There were 371 Stipendiary Magistrates os against as many as 
367 B[oiiorar>* Magisimtae, and looking to Calcutta, the metropolis of 
the province, we see that there are eight Stipendiary Magistrates where- 
Mlhere are 36 Honorary Magistrates. Analysing the number and names^ 
we see that two kinds of people are generally appointed as Honorary 
MaghCrates. Firstly, the do-little nobkmnn of Bengal, and, seoondly, 
20 
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tke persoiiA who generally loiter round the courts rin 'order to make two 
pice out of it. The noblemdn generally never attend courta’; as for 
example Maharaja Sir Prodyot Kumar Tagore has been made an 
Honorary Magistrate long ago, but I do not know how many times he 
attended coui'ts. As to the other persons (there are noble exceptioifs 
of course) as I submitted, they loiter round the courts to raaki two 
pice and in the mufassal these Honorary Magistrates 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to iuteiTupi you, Mr. Sarkar. You are 
entitled to make your remarks, but when you make a categorical 
remark like that which aftects a class by itself, it goes beyond legiti- 
mate criticism. After all they are our own men. 

MlUivi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: A.s cobra also lives in Bengal. 

Mf. SPEAKER: But find out the cobra. Do not say that everybody 
is a cobra and a reptile. 

Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: I submit, Sir, that these 
Honorary Magistrates in the mufassal are known as ‘WWtfti^^Magistrates, 
that is, persons who never get anything in any other profession and they 
take up these posts as a means of their livelihood. I give some 
instances, Sir, with your |>ermission, what kind of j)ersons are generally 
appointed One gentleman in my subdivision was api)ointed who was 
no doubt a European gentleman, but wlio did not know how to write 
order sheets. Now at the time of adjourning a rase, he wrote out an 
order which in effect acquittal the accusewl and the gentleman accused 
got bints from his lawyer and bolted uwa> and when a chaprasxi was 
sent to bring that uecused, he refused to come without a warrant and 
from that date that gentleman never aj)pcared in a criminal court. 

Another gentleman apjwinted in my subdivision as a Honorary 
Magistrate is rather a little queer fellow. The gentleman once applied 
for the post of a Police Suh-InsjMM'tor and when the authorities asked 
his name he |X)int blank told the authorities that his name was such and 
such He did not get the service. After that he entered the criminal 
court as a typist. There also he failed and he left the court. Tjastly, 
the gcmlleman again applied for the post of an Honorary Magistrate, 
tfe was given that post, but after getting the job be wrote to a friend of 
bis that the gentleman who supported him to be an Honorary Magistrate 
would take his ^'Hanoe’’, at a certain place. That 'gentleman spelt 
"lance” in place of "launch”. This kind of gentlemen are generally 
appointed; and the veiy gentleman has been allowed to write out 
depositions in English. 

We have got reports that commodities are sold to the highest ludder, 
hut here is an institution which sells justice to the highest bidder. 
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would have beeu a litife bit decent had they taken luguey only from one 
side^ but unfortuna^ly the practice ia that they gfenerally take money 
from both the sides and give their verdict in favour of the persona who 
give them the highest amount of money! In hue, Sir, I say that 
barring mosquitoes and flies there is nothing in this world which can- 
not be accepted by a class of Honorary Magistrates in the mufasaai. 

1 again rej>eat that Imrring nios(|uitoes and flies there is no commo- 
dity, no material in this world which cunnot Ih» given as u present to 
that class of Honorary Magistrates. 

I submit that this practice has develo|KMl <mly iMuause favouritism 
is practised in appointing Ifonorary Magistratt^. N(^ doubt the object 
of the legislature was noble, but as the practice degenerated int(» 
favouritism and iMirty politics and other matters have intervened, this 
noble institution has degenerated into a bribe-taking instil ution. I 
submit that if this kind of thing haiqjens, then in the name of justice, 
’injustice will bt‘ prcvahoit. These gentlemen are gmierally under the 
fhumb of the local [>olice. The [mlice sometimes dictate judgments 
and judgments sometimes are written in jwliee offii’es insttnid of being 
written in the office or in tlie house of the Hoiioniry Magistrates. I 
haye known of instances j)ersonally that records are sent to the prosecu- 
tion lawyers or to the |K)lice offices so that judgments may come out 
ready-made. T bring it lo the notice of the ITon’ble Minister if he is 
able to take mdice of my assertions and my allegations, in order that 
he should at once stop this prai lice of rei ruiting Honorary Magistrates 
in the way in which it is IxMiig done for a long time. It is no justice 
at all. It is rather an abuse of justice. It is abuse of the process of 
law, and it has become practically a public scandal. 

With these remarks I commend my motion for the ac^*eptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Ks. T2,74,OfWf under the head “27 - Administration of 
Justice’' 4)6 re<lured by Rs. 100. 

Sir, mockery of justice in police courts has alrea<J.\ been fully 
described by the previous siieaker liecause in the police courts we find 
• Honorar}^ “Anahari” Magistrates .sitting there in judgment. It is aii 
accident that to-day happens to be an anniversary of the worhl-famous 
Meerut Case in which Rs. 50 lakhs of i)eopks’ nione.\ were squandered 
ai^ay and we knew what mockery of justice w^as (here. It is another 
accident that I am to move this cut motion against a Minister who is so 
amiable,' who supplies us with amusements here without having to pay 
any Amusement Tax and specially after the nice dinner that we had 
jpecently, w^hose taste we still remember. It is very unfortunate that I 
have tamiove such^a cut motion, but there is no help for it and the 
imib has got to be told, though from the way^ in which the Minister 
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in charge talks in this House outside, I am^ot very hopeful that 
anything tangible will result. We may get more feasts but no justice. 
I remember one occasion when questions were put about corruption and 
bribery in court, and the reply that the Hon’ble Minister gave was: 
“Why do people give bril>es? If they stop it, bribery will stop.’J Our 
request was — let there be an enquiry about this, but he did not agree. 
It is a standing scandal that when we are trying to stop bribery in other 
spheres, right in front of Magistrates and .Tudges, Peshkars and other 
officers of courts are taking bribes, and all the advice — I should say too 
sane advice — that the Nawab Sahib has to offer us, is that the people 
should noi give bribes. I wish the Nawab Sahib had understood the 
implications of what he .said. Evidently, he did not; otherwise, he would 
not have given such an advice or would not have made such a statement 
without much .sense in this House. But unfortunately, we are here, 
and the portfolio of Justice is in his hands. My grievance is — and on 
this point I hope the Nawab Sahib will agree with me — that there are 
interlopers in his department. Other departments are practically 
inonojudising hi.s own. The Home Minister has got more to say and 
more to control the Department of Justice than the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge, the Nawab Sahib, himself. Not onl\ the Home Minister, hut 
our friend, the Labour Minister, in also having hi^' bite at Nawab Sahib. 
We kno^ how section 107 i^ Wing applied. Of course, the blame will 
go to Nawab Sahib, hut \se know who is doing all that and how with 
the helji of .s4*ction 107 Labour Lnions are being broken. In one case 
at UlulnMia, Alxlul Kader Azad and Bidyt Neogi were hoiuid down for 
one ami it was so arranged between the L.ihour Minister and the 

Home Minister and pprha]>s without the knowledge of the Minister of 
Justi(‘e that they could not get out on hail and had to suffer imprison- 
ment for one year complete (Hhers could gj> out with the greatest 
difficult \ after six months or nine months. 'Dial was the position, Sir. 
(The Hon’hle Mr. H S. SruH\w\iU)Y: The t hief Justice was a parly 
to it.) 

Then, Sir, there was am>lhci cast* against a member of th*s House, 
and by means of section ltt7 liiai mt*mher has been made a prisoner of 
war as that memWr himself describes. That section has been tried 
against other members of the House as well, and 1 myself have been a 
recipient of a good deal of attention from those Ministers and section 
107 has been found to be very convenient to be applied. The ground on 
which section 107 is applied is that there is a strike somewhere and eyen 
those who happen to be office-bearerN of a particular union — the members 
who are’ responsible for the strike may not he members of that union*— 
are hauled up, awl after they are hauled up there is no escape, becauee 
the police will bring in evidence, and without giving any opportunity of 
eroas-examining the witnesses the Magistrates^, the Subdi^isional 
Officers^ woiild believe jthe statement of the police and immediately order 
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them to be bound do\^ without bearing the caee on an ad interim bond. 
That was exactly what happened to one member of this Houae. Then 
after the bond has^een executed, the sureties are harassed, and often 
the sureties are cancelled, and when sureties are available and offered in 
dburt still they are not accepted on the pretext that the sureties were 
being* examined. In this way, Sir, time is caused to l)e lost, and the 
unfortunate victim rots in jail. That is. Sir, how section 107 is being 
applied. 

I am told, Sir, that it is not parliamentary to refer to one’s own 
case, but as we are out to destroy the present social order lock, stock 
and barrel I do not think that we need he influenced by such decorum, 
because when such injustices are Ijeiiig done and there is no justice to 
be found anywhere, well at least in this House one can speak out, and 
I do not think that there is any harm if the other memhers of the House, 
especially members (^f the other si<le of the House, know what is happen- 
ing in the name of justice and being done by their nominees. After this 
section 107 case was proceeded with, and attempts were made to harass 
and win over the sureties or to cancel the sureties, then some Ministers 
‘had the hardihood to sa> : “Well, you are looking well after you were 
in jail I” That is the serjse of humour of some of the Ministers. Our 
Minister of Justice is reputed for his sense of humour. I hope that he 
will uot indulge in such sense of humour. 

With these words. Sir, 1 commend m> motion to the acceptance of 
‘ the House. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I l)eg to move that the demand 
nt Rs. 72,74.(KMt fur expenditure under the head “27 — Administration 
of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, it is not without some hesitation that I place this motion l>efor« 
the House and rise to speak to offer some criticisms on the administra- 
tion of ipstice in the presidency with regard to c(»mmunal consideration 
shown in the matter of appointments specially of ]mblic prosecutors and 
Government pleaders. 

Sir, I feel that as a Congressman I ought not to say anything which 
limy be iiiiHUuderslood and may even indirectly lielp in the growth or 
development of that cankerous disease in the body politic which (‘omes 
in the shape of Qummunalism. Sir, it is this consideration and this alone 
which induces us not to raise a voice of protest against that crude and 
medieval method of recruitment to public services which puts a premium 
on .Uie religious creed of a community and makes it a safe passport to 
Gdvemiuent services for the members of that community. But, Sir, 
the t^Ofimutkal ratio spirit has of late been carried so much beyond 
Jimite. end so mu^i fuss and so much abuse has been made over it that 
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in charge talks in this House and outside, I am ^ot verj- hopeful that 
anything tangible will result. We may get more faasts but no justice. 
I remember one occasion when questions were put about corruption and 
bribery in court, and the reply that the Hon’ble Minister gave was: 
“Why do people give bril>esP If they stop it, bribery will stop.” Our 
request was — let there be an enquiry about Ihis, but he did not a|free. 
It is a standing scandal that when we are trying to stop bribery in other 
spheres, right in front of Magistrates and Judges, Peshkars and other 
officers of courts are taking bribes, and all the advice — I should say too 
sane advice— that the Nawab Sahib has to offer us, is that the people 
should not give bribes, f wish the Nawab Sahib had understood the 
implications of what he said. Evidently, he did not; otherwise, he would 
not have given such an advice or would not have made such a statement 
without much sense in this House. But unfortunately, we are here, 
and the portfolio of Justice is in his hands. My grievance is — and on 
this point 1 liop<^ the Nawab Sahib will agree with me — that there are 
interloi»prs in his department. Other departments are practically 
monopolising his own. The Home Minister lias got more to say and 
more to control tlie Dejmrtmeni of Justice than the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge, the Nawab Sahib, himself. Not oiil,\ the Home Minister, but 
our friend, the liJibour Minister, is also having his bite at Nawab Sahib. 
We know lion section 1(17 is ladug aiiplied. Of course, the blame will 
go to Nan lib Sahib, but ne know who is doing all that and how with 
the help of ,s^‘ction 107 Lahour dnious are being broken In one case 
ai Ululieria, Abdul Kader Azad and Bidyt Ncogi were bound down for 
one >ear, and it was so arranged between the Labour Minister and the 
Home Minister and jierhaps without the knowledge of the Minister of 
Justi('e that the> could not get out on bail ami had to suffer imprison- 
lueiit for one year complete. Others could go out with the greatest 
difficult N after si.\ months oi’ nine months. That was the position, Sir. 
(The Hon'hle Mr. H. S. Sriiii \\n \hi)y : The Chief dustice was a party 
to it.) 

Then, Sir. there was anothei (M>e against ;» nieml)er of th^s House, 
nnd by mean.s of .section lti7 timt member has been made a prisoner of 
war ns that memWr himself describes. That section has been tried 
against other members of the House as well, and I myself have been a 
recipient of a good deal of attention from those Ministers and section 
107 has been found to be very convenient to be applied. The ground on 
which section J07 is applied is that there is a strike somewhere and eyen 
those who happen to be office-bearers of a particular union — the members 
who are* responsible for the strike may not l>e members of that union— 
are hauled up, ami after they are hauled up there is no escape, because 
the police will bring in evidence, and without giving any opportunity of 
eroas^examining the witnesses the Magistrates^ the Subdiwisional 
Officers, would believe jihe statement of the police and immediately order 
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them to he bound do^ without hearing the case on an tid interim bond. 
That wa6 exactly what happened to one member of this House. Then 
after the bond has^een executed, the sureties are harassed, and often 
the sureties are cancelled, and when sureties are available and offered in 
dburt still they are not accepted on the pretext that the sureties were 
beiixg* examined. In this way, Sir, time is caused to be lost, and the 
unfortunate victim rots in jail. That is. Sir, how section 107 is being 
applied. 

1 am told, Sir, that it is not parliamentary to refer to one’s own 
case, but as we are out to destroy the present social order lock, stock 
and barrel I do not think tliat we need he influenced by such decorum, 
because when sucli injii>tices are l>eing done and there is no justice to 
be found anywliere, well at lea.st in this House one can speak out, and 
I do not think that tliere is any harm if the other members of the House, 
especially members of the other side of the House, know what is happen- 
ing in the name of ju.stice and Wing done b> their nominees. After this 
section 107 case was proceeded wdth, and attempts were made to harass 
and win over the sureties or to cancel the sureties, then some Ministers 
'had the hardihood to say: “Well, you are looking well after you were 
in jail!” That is the sen.se of humour of some of the Ministers. Our 
Minister of Justice is reputed for his sense of humour. 1 hope that he 
will not indulge in such sense of humour. 

With these words. Sir. I commend mv motion to the ac<*eptance of 
• the House. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, IWg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 72,74,0(1(1 for expenditure under the head ”27 — Administration 
• ►f Justice” ho reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, it is not without some hesitation that I place this motion \m(ore 
the House and rise to speak to offer some criticisms on the. administra- 
tion of jpstice in the presidency with regard to communal consideration 
shown in the matter of appointmenth specially public prosecutors ond 
Government pleaders. 

Sir, I feel that as a ( ongressinan I ought not to .say anything which 
may be misunderstood and may even indirect 1> help in the growth or 
development of that cankerous disease in the body ])o]itir wJiich comes 
in the shape of Qoinmunalisin. Sir, it is this consideration and this alone 
which induces us not to raise a voice of protest against that crude and 
medieval method of recruitment to public services which puts a premium 
oDi ,the religious creed of a community and makes it a safe passport to 
G^Temment services for (he members of that cimimunity. But, Sir, 
the QOjpmuYtal ratio spirit has of late been carried so much beyond 
Jimits, and so mu^ fuss and so much abuse has been made over it that 
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one must not bow to it without some sort of prc^test. This communal 
ratio spirit has even invaded spheres not even contemplated under the 
Government communique of June 12, 1939, viz.,*’in the matter of 
appointments of Government pleaders and public prosecutors. 

« 

I will give one instance from my district, Dacca. Sir, witlj your 
permission, I will mention some names and try to illustrate my point. 
Rai Bahadur Satya Prasanna Ghose, Public Prosecutor of Dacca, retired 
some time last year, and Government invited applications for the post. 
One of the applicants was Mr. Upendra Kumar (’handa, b.l., the senior- 
most Assistant Public l^rosecutor of Dacca, wlio got the first nomination 
from the district authorities. Mr. Glianda has been working as the 
senionnost Assistant Public Prosecutor of Dacca for about two decades 
with conspicuous ability. On more than one occa.sion he has officiated 
as Public Prosecutor and more than one English civilian District Judge 
have testified to his remarkable abilities, one of them saying 
“Mr. (lianda is one of the best Public Prosecutors I have ever seen,” 
and another saying, “it is a pleasure to hear Mr. Chanda arguing a* 
case.” Again, Sir, in consideration oi his extraordinary abilities a 
previous Government allowed Mr. Chanda a higher rate of fee than the* 
scheduled rate on the .special recommemlation of the Legal Remem- 
brancer, and 1 may also add that in 1938 Government made a proposal 
to appoint an additional Public Prosecutor for ])ac(‘a for which* post 
also Mr. Chanda got the first nomination from the district authorities. 
But for some reason or other the proposal was shelved. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When >oii are speaking about these 
gentlemen, please do not mention names. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: All tight. Sir. 1 was .s^ieaking about 
the present Assistant Public P^o^ecutor of Dacca; how this gentleman 
has acted us such with consummate ability for a pretty long time — 
perhaps over two decades. When this time he applied for the*post, he 
got the first nomination from the di.strict authorities, hut unfortunately 
in spite of his conspicuous and aide .service, he was brushed aside to 
make room for one of his juniors. I do not want to do injusth^ to the 
gentleman who has been selected In speaking of his qualificatioiLB. 
(Mr. Khwaja Sii.ah.\bui>1)IN : Weil, he was selected because he wan 
considered to be better than Mr. Chanda.) Well, jny honourable 
friend Mr. Shahkbuddiii says that be was a better qualified man, but let 
me tel) him definitely that the gentleman of whom I am speaking baa 
been working as the seniormost Assistant Government Pleader for.Um 
last two decades, and is a man who was highly spoken of by distingpiiaHed 
High Court Judges. Sir, 1 will not say anything more of the geglliMiaui 
who has been appointed. Only this much I shall say that the olaima 
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of a iseaior man havei>een brushed aside to make room for a junior man. 
Now, Sir, the aggjjrieved Assistant Public Prosecutor realised that the 
gentleman who had been appointed being the newly elected Vice- 
President of the Dacca District Muslim League must continue to be the 
tubUc Prosecutor, however much disappointment it might cause him 
personally. He now petitioned the (Toverniiieiit that he might kindly 
be appointed to the post of the Additional Public Prosecutor for which 
he got nomination in lOdS, which lie could well ex|>ect. He applied 
more than three month^ hack, Imt he has not \el got the status of a 
Public Prosecutor. Sir. it is vcr\ curious that a man wlio served 
Government for over two decades very abl> . vei> faithfull\, and very 
honestly and \Nas recommended hy distinguished civilian Jndges — his 
claim was overruled. Let \is take another case. I will tiot mention 
names. One gentleman, a junior Muslim member of the Dacca Bar, 
was appointed Additional 0(»vernment Pleader of Dac<'a he(*ause in the 
interest ot “Dacca politics" it was thought necessarv to rope him in. 
•This post was created almost overniglit heea»iM» Daeea polities which is 
a correct barometer of Bengal Oovernment polities needed it. I again 
.repeat, Sir, I do not know wh.\ the claims ot the man \\ho served 
Government for a prett\ long time, faithfnll.N and ably and who was 
recommended l)\ High Oourt Judges, should go disregarded. I know 
that tlie Hon'ble Minister in charge ot this department is a god-fearing 
pious Muslim 1 \Nill leave it to him to answer whether justiia* has been 
meted out to the man whose claims have thus he<»n set asiile. I think, 
Sir, that there is yet lime to do justice^ to him. I look n]»on this Dacca 
case us a test case*. Let (roveniment sli<»w that (*ommunal considerations 
do not weigh with the ( lovernment in making judicial ap]mintments. 
Ijet the (ioveriiment come forward and show some gesture that they are 
yet prepared to make amends in this case. With these words. Sir, I 
comm'end mV mot ion to the accept anee of the House 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. on behalf of 
Mr. Dhtrendra Nath Datta, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 72,74,(100 under the head “27 -- A<imiiiistratio?i of Justice” l)e 
reduced by Its. 100. 

Sir, in moving this motion for raising a disctissioii «lM>ut the policy 
of the Government in the matter of re<*ruitmeiii ot Judicial officers, I 
am treading upon a ground which has Wen traversed for a long time 
on the fundamental question of the separation of the judiciary from the 
executive. Sir, it is time now for the Government which is a system 
of party government to cemsider seriously whether the age-long recom- 
mendation for the separation of the two functions should not be carried 
ottl now. In the matter of recruitinent. (he first thing that I want to 
pladbtefnrd the House is that so far as the criminal side is foncemod* 
tke trials of criminal cases should be taken away from the exittiiur 
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criminal department, because we know that nowadays Magistrates and 
Subdivisional Magistrates are too much taken up w^h rural reconstruc- 
tion work, union board work and the Self-Government Department work 
as well as with Debt Settlement work. That is to say, the fundamental 
condition of a Judge, namely, detachment and absenctj ^ ot 
extra-judicial knowledge of local affairs, is lacking in these 
persons, whenever a particular case comes within the knowledge 
of a Subdivisional Magistrate or a District Magistrate in one 
or other capacity. So it is necesHarv that even if a Deputy Magistrate 
if he is entrusted with the adininistratiem of criminal justice, 
then he o\ight to be pla(a*d away from the jjirisdicdion of the 
Magistrat/C. A])art from this. Sir, the <)uestion of efficiency is 
the main thing w hich should he the greatesi concern of an> Government. 
The judiciary is the steel frame of social justice and social order; 
G(jvernments may change, the parts government may take any new' 
Hha[»€ or colour; pndiahly (me party government will introduce one kind 
of activity and another partv government will iTitrodiice different kinds 
of activities; hut so far as the administration of justice is concerned it 
must be colourless, it must W solid, and it must he unimpeachable. We 
nnisi have power to coni|)el (Jovernment to administer real justice. 
But, Sir, what is the pi'esent state of things? The Hon'ble Nawab 
Sahib who is himself a lawyer will no doubt visualise the ridiculoiisnes.s 
of the whole thing. A raw green l.G.S. who ma> be a very smart young 
man, very intelligent and (pii(‘k, a raw green l.t’.S. of five years’ 
experience as the head of a subdivision having some jabbering of 
criminal law, is ])luc(‘d as an officiating District Judge sitting in appeal 
over decisions of Suhordinute Judges yvho have he<m dealing with these 
matters for nearly ‘Jo years of their life. As a humble lawyer myself I 
confess that when I appear Wfore a junior civilian Judge in a civil 
capacity and I stand up to argue a case against the decision of a 
Subordinate Judge, 1 myself feel diffident l)ecause from the very outset 
1 feel that this raw green young man having no experience of civil law 
will either affirm the judgment without g<»ing into the intricacies of the 
case or will try in his ra'^hness to upset the judgment in a way which 
is not at all desirable, nor welcome, nor wholesome. 1 do not know 
whether such a system exists anywhere in the world, hut here it is a 
mockery of democracy. I hope that Government which claims to he a 
popular Government will now' reconsider this question. I know, Sir, that 
civilians are ver^ brilliant young men. 1 also know that for administra- 
tion of civil jmstice, it is prudence and judicial experience which count 
more than, brilliance. Then, look at the other end of the matter. So 
far as Judges are concerned, my humble suggestion to the Hon.’ble 
Minister concerned is that these civilians ought to be given sufficient 
training for a period as munsif and then for a period as Suberiiiiate 
Judge and then appointed as Judges of particular districts. They |kr« 
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not born to be Judg^ but make them Judges after giving them 'some 
training, so that t^ey may be better servants of the State and so that 
they may inspire greater confidence in the minds of the litigant public. 

• Then, Sir, look at the criminal powers given to experienced 
Subofdinate Judges who have all their life dealt with the colourless 
Government. Towards the end of the o9th minute of the llth hour, 
they are entrusted with some authority. I know that there are very 
brilliant men among them. But 1 know it from personal experience 
that in sessions cases they either believe the case from the beginning or 
disbelieve it from the very Wginning and not being able to appraise the 
oral evidence divorced from the documentary evidence, they feel them- 
selves quite at sea and in charging to the jury they either give a clear 
direction for acquittal or a very strong direction for conviction. Either 
course is undesirable in its own way. So, I submit that brilliant munsifs 
and Subordinate Judges who arc well versed on the civil si«le should 
also be given training on the criminal side, so that when they are 
invested with maximnm and unlimited [)Ower, they may administer 
justice wdiich is consistent with dignity, which is coiisistenl with 
efficiency and which is consistent with safety. 

In this connection I would also beg leave to make a submission to 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge that a particular proportion of the 
District and Sessions Judges should l>e recruited from lawyers, prefer- 
ably from mufassal lawyers. 1 do not like to l>e accused of speaking 
only on behalf of mufassal lawyers, and 1 hope that people will not read 
into my speech more than is intended. Although I must say T am not 
interested, yet, as you know, Sir, mufassal people do not ordinarily get 
much sco{)e. A lawyer in (.'alcuila with some merits has some prospect 
of bemg a High Court Judge and of adorning the Bench to the admira- 
tion of others. But in the mufassal also there are brilliant men, such 
brilliant men that if they get opp<»rtunities, they can a<lorn the (/hair 
of the Speaker of the Assembly with dignity and decorum. If similar 
facilities are given to intelligent and industrious lawyers in the mufassal, 
they will not only be ornaments, to th(‘ bem hes <if District and Sessions 
Judges but also they will, if further facilities are given, adorn the 
l>encbes of the High Court with no less distinction. Mufassal lawyers 
have got to deal with cases from the very bottom and they know the 
proce.sses, and they also know better than High Court Judges how cases 
,ai€ built up and how cases are smashed in the nursery. Therefore, if 
brilliant and capable men are recruited from the mufassal and if they 
get better opportunities, they will perform their functions at least with 
no less’ dignity and prestige and in some cases they will *even show 
greater merit. So, ray submission to the Hon’ble Minister is that he 
wiiieo&aider the question of recruiting at least a proportion of Diatrict 
imd Seaaions Judges from the practising mufassal lawyers because by so 
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iloing: they will induce really meritoriouB peo]^e to remain in the 
mufaeeal and tr>’ to ^et up legal acumen and make a proper study in 
the mufassal and tlieri ascend to the highest posftion that may be 
possible step by step and ladder by ladder. This will relieve the conges- 
tion in the High Court and will also help brilliant men to get a chanc^. 
This will also ultimately enable Government to man the judiciarf with 
the best men and that is desired by everybody. 

Then, Sir, 1 would also suggest that the ministerial officers, at least 
the higher grade ministerial officers, should l)e recruited from the 
members of the legal profession. In these days of unemployment and 
in these days of congestion in the liar, some sort of relief should be 
given to the profession, and I beg to make this suggestion to the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge for his consideration. 

Now, Sir, in moving tliis 4ut motion, 1 beg to invite the attention 
of the Ilon’ble Minister in <‘harg(‘ to the proceedings of the Ijawyers’ 
Conference held every year. Sir, 1 am very soriT to say that although 
Government take notice of the agitation of other public bodies, they ‘ 
do iK't take as much noti(*e of the liawyers’ (^)nte]’(‘nces as they should 
and these matters — the (|uestiou of separation of judiciary from the 

executive, the (luestiou of recruitmeiii of Judges aud nmnsifs, i4c. 

have been discussed threadbare in the various (conferences of the law- 
yers, and I know, Sir, that even during the coming Easter holidays 
another conference is going to Im* held, and it is hut me(*t and proper 
that Go vein men t should consider the various recommendatious, various 
criticisms aud (const ructiv(‘ suggestions that havt* Wen adojited and 
embodied in the different resolutions ot the different conferences. I 
am sure that if the Cabinet which is composed mainly of lawyer^ and 
the Coalition Party which is also influenced by members, most of whom 
are lawyers, ajiply their minds to the (juestioii of reorganisation of the 
services and the reorgnuiisation of the syst(Mn, it will do immense good 
to the 80(ciet> because it will help in the long run in mannfug the 
seiwices which will not only he effieient, which will not only be veiy 
useful, but which will also have the effect of inspiring immense confli- 
den(‘e of the pcoj)le at large. With th(»se words I (ommend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 


Mmlvi AHMfiO ALI MRIOHA: I am rather astonished to see that 
my friends on the opposite side are in such a confused position. They 
are as it v^ere arrayed against each other — the leader arrayed agaiipit 
his followers, and the followeiw arrayed against the leader, (baoe T 
heard from the Leader of the Opposition that the Calcutta 
and the University of Dacca produced graduates many in number 
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«r. SPiAKER: ). am sorry W interrupt you. Bui will you please 
come to the point, Wcause I am rather anxious to finish the discussion 
to-day early? 

ff 

ini'. AHMED A1.I MRIDHA: Sii the [mint ha.s been raised that 
SQm*e appointments have been jfiveii to the Mxissalmans who are not up 
to the mark ami it lecpiires to U* met. 

The Ivi^ader ot the Opj)osition ome said that the University of 
Cahutta and Dacca produia* Muliaiumadaii jjfiadnates many in number’ 
who can adorn aiiv j>o>iti(Ui (»1 responsihilit\ in the pnhlie services 
with credit. 1 hear troin my t‘rined> on the other side that some 

appomtment^ of Mussalnian> have been made to the prejudice of the 
interests of the judicial adnnnistiation itselt. Sii. the (piestitm was 
raised that one Mr. Chanda \\a^ not app<»inted and tlnit prefeience was 
g^iven to a Muslim. 'I’hat man ha^ heeome an eyesore t(» my friends 
. on the other side. If tlie tacts were to be diselosed. the man who bus 
been actually apiM»inted has been tound to 1 m' most suitable and 
desirable by the Government, and the man who 1ms not Wen jriveii 
lln‘ rtiiiice is a rotten element and is found to U* in his dotafre. He 
has not Wen foutid suitable lor maii> othei realms also, Wcause ot 
certain policy pursued hy (fo\crnment and becatise of the fac’t that 
lie was alrciid> an agitator. That he was \erv old was an im])ortant 
question at that time, and his appointment would only liave led to 
this position tliat after the expiry of one year or so, he would have 
to vacate the position and a new man had to 1m* appointed in his place. 
Thiit bein^r the j)osition, the (Toveriiiiieiit decision in tin* matter cannot 
W said to be unreasonable or iiiidesirable for the time being:. Probably 
it is an eyesore to our frineds on the other sid<‘ Weausc the man who 
was appointed itapptuied to W a Muslim. ^Mr. Atui. PHANnHA Skw: 
Absolutely untrue.) 

Even at the present moment what do we find? Not only the 
majority of Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders belontr to 
the non-Muslim classes, but the Muslims form an infinitesimally 
small proportion of the wlnde (adie. In such circumsfunres, a« there 
are fit and able candidates among- the MusliniH, they should W appoint- 
ed in ^?ood numbers, so that the Muslim proportion may also be 
maintained in the public services. 

So tar as ^lie Public Prosec utorsh ip of Dacca is concerned, it is 
admitted on all hands that the man appointed to the post is the best 
amik available for the time being. The post was not created overnight, 
ae, wan,* I think, stated by my friend ou tW other aide— ^that was a 
nfere presumption on his part. The fact ia and it is known to every- 
bodj^^^hat the post was created long before and mature consideration 
was fi^en for a long time in selecting tbe candidate for the poat and 
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the beet man that could be available was appoinjed. So there cannot 

be any (trievance on the part of my friends on the^ other side’ on that 
score. 

Another point which I do not like to dilute upon i« the grievance 
of my friends on the other side. These grievances have no legs to 
stand upon : they are all frivolous and unreasonable. Whenever -any 
Muslim (question comes up, my friends take exception to that arid 
they make capital out of it. Sir, we are very sorry that we have not 
(been able to change their mind even at this late year of the century, 
and that in the tvmtieth century they should be so narrow-minded 
that they cannot accommodate the Muslims in the ]>osition that thej 
are entitled to according to the standard that can l>e followed by anj 
administration nr Government in the country is a matter of great 
regret. 


Now, Sir, vsitli regard to Honorary Magistrates, T have a point to 
urge. Honorary Magistrates are generally men who are either 
zemindars’ men — -Tuilhif or f/oinoKtfui.s — or zemindars themselves who 
are in most cases idlers. T find one w<*apon in their hands for which 
they have acquired itqnitation in the country-side and that is that they 
are oppressors: o.nothei weapon has l>een put in their hands and that 
is Honorary Magistrateship and this has been very much uncomfortable 
to the litigant public. F'or this, we find miscarriage of justice in many 
i’ases f'uusing great hardshi]) to ]u)or litigants. For this rea.son, I 
would suggest that any Much people not having much education or 
having political bias of any kind or any religious bias or any prejmlic^ 
against parti('ular classes of j»eople, s\icli pet)ple slnmld not be given any 
chance ami should not he appointed Ihuiorarv Magisti'ates, I know of 
some cases iii which the time having expired, such people Wve bc^n 
reappointed. Sir, I take strong e\ee])tion to this. I say that such 
people who are absohitely of no Indp to the }>oor litigant public and who 
are notorious for oppression upon their tenants and who are absolutely 
unfit to hold such posts should not be given ai»y ( hanee of being re- 
appointed us Honorary Magistrates. These lb)norar\ Magistrates some- 
times live in places where there an* no Subdivisionul Gffieer or District 
Magistrate or other higher otheers jud so they are dangerous elements 
there. I can cite such exiunples. Their oppression is most palpable, and 
it is most painfully felt by the people living there. 


Sir, with these few remarks, \ resume iny sent. 


Thf Hofi’ble Nawib MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahaihiri 

Sir, I W'ill reply in the order in which motions have been moved. I 
will first reply to the motion moved by my friend, Mr. Shyaafa 
Prosad Barman. He says that we should give magisterial poig^ to 
the munsifs of outlying stations, and the reasons that he haa put 
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forward are three iia number, ^he most imporiant of them ii the 
separation of judiciary and executive. I could not follow him fully 
from such a distance. Hut I may tell him that so far as ma^riBterial 
powers are concerned, if wo pive such powers to munsifs, they will 
become sulwrdinate to the District Ma^ristrato who is an executive 
officer. We want to keep the two classes of ofticers absolutely separate 
—judicial officers should do the judh'ial work without any interference 
from the executive side and Deputy Maffistrates and others who do 
the mapristerial work should do their own executive work, l>einjr sulv 
•ordinate to the District Mn^Mstratc. I do not believe wc will improve 
the administration of justice if wc allow criminal cases to be disposed 
of by our judicial officers which means that we make them executive 
officers and put them under the control of the District Magistrate. On 
this ^ound s|>ecially, T object to the proposal of my friend and, T 
think, we should not encoura^M' any proposal to put our judicial officers, 
who arc absolutely itide])cn(lcnt . under the control of exci'utivc officers. 

I think this will explain the position of the department in this matter, 
and I am afraid 1 cannot acc(‘pt this snp:jrestion as this will lead to 
deterioration of the present state of affairs instead of iinprovinp it. 

♦ Then the next jK>int has laam ur^^ed by my friend, Mr. Aim llossain 
Sarker, al)out the TTonorarv Mafristrates, 1 am sorry, he comes from 
such' a backward place (Dond lau^rhtcr.') that he cannot find a straijrht* 
forward man there who can work as TTonorarv Mafjistrate and do 
criminal justice there! T am surprised to hear that TTonorary Mapf^* 
trates re'cmittnl from his ])lace are nothing but rotten bribe-takers and 
that is why he attacks this system of Honorary Magistrates. He says 
that tl:e i>erHons selected ere not the riprbt type of men and that is why 
we have failed to do our duty there. I may tell him that all these 
perspiis are selected on the recommendation of the District Magistrate. 
<'T>r. NaMNaksh\ Saxym, : Or of the policed No, they are selected 
on the recommendation of the District Ma^'istrate. T know in one or 
two cases some Honoran Magistrates have not jrot reputation. 

Mr. ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: He was involved it) a l)ril>e-takinf< 
case. 

Mr. 8PEAKER ! I am sorry, Mi. Sarkur, yon are takinpf too much 
advantai^e of your position in the House. 

TtM Hon*l»i6 Nawib MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bihiclurt 

Eeally speaking, from my experience of the whole province I have 
liever heard an>"where that our Honorary Magistrates have been guilty 
of^lljdiig bribe anywhere. If my friend has experience like that, it 
mnitt be local. * 
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BMw KtHETRA NATH tlMCHA: People o4 backward placea are 
Tery intelliffent in ’that reepect. . 

The Hon’Me Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur.; 

If you now want to dispense with the system, you ^11 have to appoint 
at least 150 Stipendiary Magistrates to do the work in the mu^aasal 
and another 20 magistrates to do work in Calclutta. From the informa- 
tion that 1 have received over 80,(K)0 eases are disposed of by the 
Honorary Magistrates in Calcutta and al)out 40,000 eases are disposed 
of in the mufassal by Honorary Magistrates, wliile the Stipendiary 
Magistrates disposed of about three times that number. So if you 
want to get the work of the Honorary Magistrates done by the vStipen- 
diary Magisrutes, provide for more money. 1 do not believe that my 
friend, the Hon’ble Home Minister, will objec t to getting money from 
you and spending it for doing better w'ork. But at present you are 
saving a good dear of money by allowing these Honorary Magistrates 
to work, if you think that all your people are rotten and that they 
cannot V)e trusted with the administration of jusice anywhere, I shudder 
to think of that state of affairs. T cannot say that we Indians are 
rotten people, and we cannot do cmr duty impartially, and that we 
cannot be entnisted with any judicial work. Tf that is your experience 
it is very unfortunate, and 1 do not believe that there is any justifira- 
tidn for our thinking that our peo])lc are so bad. 

Then my friend, Mr. Sibnatb Banerjee, says that in the [K)lice 
(U)Urt there is no justic'e, and the ju.stice which is administered there is 
nothing but mockery, (Dr. Namn.ak.sha Sanial; There is no appeal 
there.) So far as the system is c*oiieerned, you know that whenever 
any wrong is done by a Presideneyc Magistrate there is an appeal in 
the High Court. (Dr. Naijnaksha Sanyai. : Not in all cases.) No. 

Not in petty cases, but there are cases which can be remedied by the 

upper coiui. But if the appellate court also coufi^lu.^ the decision of 
the lower court., you canmd blame the lower court for that. So if 

you say that the lower court lias done any wTong, it can W remedied 

by the appellate court. 

Dr* NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Have you any exja*rien»v of a 
motor case? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Nawab Sahib, can you prosecute Dr. Sanyai for 
interruption ? (Laughter.) 

TIM Hon’ble Nomb MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Miwbir: 

There may be just petty cases where the people do not care for the order 
to pay 8 annas or 4 anans. In such c^ses there may not be any appeal* 
but in all other cases there are appeals. I do not think 'thab^llie 
system is so rotten that you can accuse it as a whole, lif you say that 
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thM iB mockery of justice in all the courts,, then of course there* will 
be some justification for an allegation like that. But I nay the Presi- 
dency Magistrate’s *Court ia just a link in the chain, and if you 
say tikat the link is wrong but the chain is not wrong, then there is 
nothing wrong ,dons by the Presidency Magistrate which can be 
remedffed. 

* Then my friend, Mr. Atiil riiaudra Sen, lias raised certain points 
and he complains tliat we are doing wrong in the appointment of 
Public Prosecutor and GovemmeiM IMcader. You nnist have heard 
the speech of my friend Mr. Mridba who has so ably discnssed tbe 
point. That shows the feeling oi Uie country. AVhen i'ommunal 
percentage is being followed in matter's of appointment, if a Hindu 
has been appointed as a tfovernmont Pleatlei in one place a Muham- 
madan must be appointed as Public Prosecutor there. In this parti- 
cular instance a Hindu was apjmintcd as Government Pleader one 
year before the appointment of the Public l*rose<‘utor. So T do not 
•think atty wrong has been done and the best Muhammadan bus been 
appointed there. (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyal: And a relation of the 
.Minister also.) Nol always. (Jainghter.) Tf yon say that a candidate 
sliould be debarred from an appointment because he is a relation of 
the Minister, there also yon will be wrong. Tf he is otherwise (juali- 
lied, he should not he (lelmried. 

. Then I come to my friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhur Sanyal who raised a very large issue. Mr. Sanyal 
says that ’some of the aj»iiointnients of District .lodges slonild be made 
from practising lawyers and from the mnfassal liar. I may tell him 
that four District Judges have been rec ruited from the legal profession. 
There are already three there and one will be appointed very shortly. 
He will be recruited either from the inufassal Har or trom the Calcutta 
Bar, 80 the raufassal Bar will not go unrejuesented in that appointment. 
Yon have got your quota there and there will be no difficulty in that. 
Then as regards the appointment of junior I.O.S. men as District 
Judges, •! may say this much that T have never heard of any I.C.S. 
man being appointed a District Judge wdio has not got 10 of service. 
(Mr. Sa.sanka Sekhah S\NyAi. : What about a Snbdivisional Maghw 
trate being appointed as a District Judge?) He must have at least 10 
years of service, before he is appointed a District Judge. So an I.C.S. 
officer with 10 years’ experience cannot be .said to he without any 
knowledge of affairs. However, this complaint has Wen made to me 
not only by my friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal but l>y many other 
people as well. There may be force in that, but gradually, I tell yon, 
it is being eliminated, and I have never heard that junior ‘officers are 
no^ appointed as District Judges. I.C.S. officers before being appointed 
as J udg es are nowadays getting judicial training. I think that meets 
all ^hak have been rais^. 



104 Message iiepm'the idouwcil. [20ih ma*., 

The motion 01 Mr. Shyama Prosad Barman that the demand of 
Rs. 72,74,000 foaie^penditure niijler the ‘“^7 — Adminiatration of 

Justice” be reduced by Rh. 100, was then 'jmt and b)8t. 

The motion fd- Mr, -Abu Hossaiu Sarkar that the demand of 
R«. 72,74,000 for expenditure under tlie bead “27 — Aflministration Of 
Justice” be reduced by Its. 100, was then jfut end lost. , 

The motion of Mr. Sibnatli Banerjee that the demand 'of 
Ks. 72,74,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Jiuftice” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then ])ut and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Aiul Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rh. 72,74,000 for exi>enditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be rediuted by Jls. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. ^asanka Sekhar Sanyal, that the demand of 
Rs. 72,74,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” he rAdu(#(l hy Ks. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motioTi of the Hon’ble Nawall) Musharrufl’ llossain, Khan 
Bahadur, that a sum of Rs, 72,74,000 he pranled for exj>enditure under 
the head “27 — Adminish'alion of Justice” was then put and a^^reed to. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Council about a Joint Conforonoot 

The Secretars reiiid imt the following me‘*sage received from the 
Bengal Legislative (smncil: — 

“That the Bengal Legislative A‘«sembl> be informed of the 
Resolutions annexed hereto, passed in the Bengal Legislative Council 
at jts meeting held on the 20th March, 1940, and that the ooncurrence 
of the Bengal I legislative Assembly is desired to the same.” 


H evolutions. 

1. Tliat a conference of lM)tb the Chambers be formed to consider 
the rules promulgated by government under the Motor Vehicles Act 
and laid before this H<»use under section 103 (.‘L of the said Act. 

2. That the Bengal Legislative Assembly be requested to agree to 
the Joint Conference and the following seven members be appointed on 
behalf of the Bengal Legislative Csmucil: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Naziniddin Ahmad, 

(3) Khan Bahadur M. Slmmsuzzoha, 

(4) Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhnry, 

(5) Mr, W. F. Soott-Kerr, 

(6) Raja Bhupendro Narayan Sinha Bahadur, o! Nashipur, and 

(7) Mr. Lalit Chandra Bas. 



J »n NALIMAKtHA tANYAjL: On a point of order^ Sir. I eannot 
y undersland 1k>w this message can be aooepted by this Houad, in 
its paesent form, ii'he rules state that such a (^nferenee can only take 
pjace if there is a difference of opinwn arising between the two 
Chambers in regard to any matter or if in .respect of any matter* a 
conference between the Chambers is considered desirable. But, *Sir, 
we have not discussed the matter and we have not yet found whether 
it is desirable to have a joint conference, 

Mr* SPEAKERS I^et the motion be moved first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, let us first ascertain 
the views of the House independently. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Let the motion be moved, that it is in respect of 
the Motor Vehicles Rules and that the following members have been 
•appointed to confer with certain members of the Assembly. ” 

Dr* NAtINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What 1 am afraid of, Sir, is that 
in this House we have a right to take up such amendments as members 
of this House may be pleased to move. Otherwise, it will have the 
effect of shutting out discussion on important amendments with which 
members •of the House may like to come forward. 1 hope that members 
will not be shut out from that right. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, they won’t be shut out. 

Dr. NALINAKEHA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is of course unless constitutional advisers 
advise jpe to the contrary. (Laughter.) 

TN Hon'ble Kliiira|a 8ir NAZIMUDDINs Sir. I beg to move that 
this House agrees to the resolutions received from the Council 

Mr. EPEAKiRl No, no. Move it in the exact language, namely, 
that in respect«of the Motor Vehicles Rules the Assembly is of opinion 
that a conference between the two Chambers is desirable and that this 
. House agrees to a joint conference. 

* Tha HaiPMi Khwaia 8ir NAZIMUDDIIis ! am prepared to accept 
tliadkfpnula, and I beg to move according to the formula suggested by 
t^^Bimfble Speaker. 
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Dr. NALINAKtlM lANYAL:^. Wliat is (lAUghtw.) 

TIm Han'bl* Khwaja tir NAZIMUDDIN: I "move that it is 
desirable to have a joint conference, and I further begf to move that 
thii House agrees to the message received from the Council. * 


Rti MARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Can he do that? Is he in order? He can only move that it is desirable 
to have a joint conference, but so far as agreeing to the message of 
the Council is concerned, he has no right. 


Mr. SPEAKER: He can move that tor (M)i»sideruiion of the Motor 
Vehicles Rules this House is of opinion that a ronference between the 
two Chambers is desirable and that members of the Hengal Legislative 
ALSSembly agree to a Joint (,'onference wltli the representatives of the 
Bengal Legislative (/ouiicil, and for that purpose appoint tlie following 
persons as its representatives. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAt: Sir. we have noi .vet had the 
opportunity of hearing the iiaines. I siihmitted yesterday that it would 
be very much desirable to have the aiiiendmeitts to the Motor Vehicles 
Rules first, so that we might know who are the members interested iti 
the matter. It migbt be ipiite impcissible ioi any conference to lake 
phne without knowing the amendments that will cotne up before them. 
I w<Mild therefore suggest that amendments l>e invited, uml then let 
there be an election. Sir, I do not believe in a conspirticy, if at all, 
between even the Opposition Whip and Oovernment to shut out 
discussion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think things aie so bad a.s that! 

Mr. dOCESH SHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, on behalf of the Congress 
party, I may mention that in consultation with the Oeneral Secretary 
the Congress p<»rty has nomimited it.s representatives. 1 cannot vouch- 
safe for the other Whips, but the Leader of the Krishak Proja party, 
Mr. Hhamsuddin Ahmed, endorses ray view that if this motion is agreed 
upon, it should Ik* in the interest of all parties in this House to see that 
not much time is lost, and we ought to be able to keep out amendments 
which the party considers unnecessary. 


Mf. IPIAKSR] ' lioi Sir Nanmuddin move the names, 

TIh HM’lili Khmii Mr NAZIMUDDIN: May 1, Sir, just dmw 
y«ur aiientioB to Rule 11 where the procedure is kid down, naiuely, 
that when a message comei from one Chamber to the other in 
of a resolution 
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; NALINAKilfA SANYALt On a paint of ensile, I have 
)m% heard the Whip of the Conjfress party saying that oartnin aniand- 
inents would be kd|)t out, if the jjarty desires it. I do not know if you 
are going to reoognihe this. 

I • 

«S. SPEAKER: Ihuvcsa id times without number that it is purely 
{i*{>arty question. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I waul to repudiate tbe right 
•ot aii.\ member of this House, however, highly placed lie may l)e. 
shut out discusv^ioii. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI« On a p<iiiii of order, Sir. If 
the law and the Standing Orders permit a certain procedure, 1 do not 
see ho^^ honourable luenibers of this House can have objection to the 
piocedure definitely laid down there. What a ptiriy considers or not 
has nothing to do with it. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yen, that is exactly niy point. 

Ttia Hon’bli Kliwaja 8lr NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think according 
to Rule 11 the conouiTeiiee ot this Hiuise is necessary to rhe message 
t'hat will come fiom the I'ppcr House. Therefore, I think that 

Mr. 8PEAICER: 1 aouid still advise y<Mi to frame your reeolution 
in this way, namcl\. ’‘that in respect of the Motor Vehicles Rules a 
conference between this Assembly and the (ouncil is desirable and this 
Assembly gives its concurrence t<» the resolution passed for the liolding 
nf a -wnferenre with the memHf»rs nominated." You may now apeak 
in support of the resolution. Yon may also mentum the names which 
have been chosen by this House. 

Tht Hofli’bla Khwalt 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: AU right, Sir. I beg to 
move that the folkiwing gentlemen be nominated to represent this 
House in the joint conference, via. — 

(1) Mr. David Hendiy”, 

(2) Mr. Putin Behary MuUick, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mahommad Ali, 

(4) Mr. Faslur Rahman, of Dacca. 

(5) Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 

ICf> H. Shamauddin Ahmed, and 

hkmc. 
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Sir, i may explain, in view of what has been steted by one or two 
members, that the easiest way to give effect to the provisions of the 
Motor Vehicles Act in respect of ils rules is io have h Joint Conference, 
and if we oau get an agreement then the resolution that will he 
approved by the Joint Conference can be pn( in the House and then 
sent up to the Upper House for approval. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I strongly repudiate the pro- 
cedure suggested by tlie Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, let him finish. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The joint conference is 
to help the members of both Houses to go into the matter thoroughly 
and to place their recHunmendations before this House. The right of 
the House to discuss that report is not being taken away by the appoint- 
ment of a Joint Conference. The only difficulty that I see is tlie 
duration of the session, and whether it will be }X).ssible to give time 
for detailed consideration of their report. That is a matter, Sir, that 
can only be taken into consideration later on, after the Joint Confeience 
has iiuide its report. If the results of the conference are inst as we 
would like them to be, namely, that a certain amount ol agreement 
has been reached on all sides, then there will be no difficulty so far as 
this House is concerned, as it has got the representatives of all the 
imiwrtaiit groups in the conference, and it is assumed that unless some- 
thing (‘xlraord inary happens the parties will accept the recommendations 
of their representatives. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would draw your attention 
to the fact that it was I who on the 15th of February, the first day of 
the se.ssion, called the attention of Sir Nazimuddiu to the attempt that 
was being made by his department to pass off the Motor Vehicles Eules 
without reference to the Legislature and thereafter I drew attention to 
section 13'1(.1) of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act where it is laid down 
that “for not less than 14 days before the Central or the Provincial 
Legislature these rules have got to be laid and as soon as may be 
possible after they are made shall be subjected to such modifications 
as the Legislature may make during the session in which they have 
been so laid.” Apart from the question of procedure, I would like to 
submit that the method suggested hy the Hon’ble Sir Nazimiiddin, 
if agreed to at this stage, would create for the future considerable 
trouble in regard to many other similar provisions in which the House 
has got to approve of rules made by Government under various Acfs. 
I apprehend, Sir Xazimuddin now proposes to have an omnibtls 
resolution to be placed before the House, approving of the Jfotor 
Vehicles Rules — a whole set of rules by one resolution — a resolution 
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arising out of a conference. The raembers of this House will have no 
right to know what is liappening in the (’onference. Members will 
have no opportunity of sending amendment** for consideration by the 
conference, members who have stiidie<l the rules oarefully from day to 
dii>\ and have ^irol^hlv fought hard* with Sir Nazimuddin and his 
defmrtment so far in this connection, have been somehow kept out of 
th^ conference, and there is an attempt to get the whole thing passed 
overnight over the heads of this Assembly, and the Assembly will be 
kept completely in the dark as to what is hopjienuig. This will be very 
unfair. I therefore submit foi your (‘on.sideration that this will he a 
very wrong procedure and would take away important rights of this 
lions** — right of suggesting amendments to the big set of rules placed 
liefoie the House. Thest* i ules relate to numeixrus impoi tanf subjects 
and .some ot these rules will have a permanent end far-i'eardiing effect. 
J submit that these rules should be discussed as Bills are discussed 
and amendments should be invited trom this House, and if any member 
or meinber.s have got aii\ amendments t*i propose, the amendments 
should be permitted to be moved ami disjmsed of on the timrr of the 
House when they are placed before the House as a whole. If Sir 
-^Vazimuddin can then satisfy the House, In* will have a majority and 
ge.t the amendments turned dow'ii, but let the suggestions rooming fn>in 
different members not he (Munjrlelrdv shut out by the procedure 
suggested T implore yon. Sir, to exerei.se \oui privilege to safeguni’d 
I lie rights of the member'* (.{ this House to suggest improvements on 
such imp<»rtaiit Hules and Bills that (lovernmeiit prrrpose t-o make. 


I 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the llon'hie Minister please 
explain why lie will not invite amendments lor consideration by the 
Joint ('onference? 


Babu PREMHARI BARM A: Sir, f uImj protest against this 
piocedure on various grounds among withers, the most important being 
that no representative from the Indepenrlent Schedule*! Caste Iwis been 
taken on thi.s conference, and yet the Hon’hle Minister has said that 
the committee has lieen representative of all the important groups and 
parties. So I Ba\ that if no inemher from this party is Uiken, the 
committee cannot he a representative committee. 


Th« Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I he allowed to 
further explain one or two points in this connection. The first oon- 
tention of Dr, Sanyal that this matter is not being treated as a Bill 
in respect of procedure is incorrect. ^This is being treated as a matter 
of fact as a- Bill — just as a Bill is placed before the House, apd sent to 
a select committee-^ — 

SPEAKER: Sir Naziniuddin, how the matter shall be treated 
is a matter to be decided by me. 
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The Hon'ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: J[ did not 8ay how this 
matter should be treated, but I only said bow I myself looked at it, 
and I nay that this matter is to ))e treated just aS an oi dinary Bill is 
treated — just as it is place<l before the House, and then moved and 
referred to a select committee. - In this case instead yf beinf? referml 
to a .select committee the only difVerence is that it is beinj? referred to 
a .joint (jonfeieiic^ of the two 11 ou.h“*. We have always felt a diffi(‘iUty 
jiljout a joint foiiferencc, hecause we Inul no rules before. But now 
we have expressly maile rules foi the holdinfjf of ii joiiit conference Jo 
<»b\iute the inconvenience of sending tiie s^ime Bills to select tominiitees 
ill Iwiih Ffou.ses, so that instead of semliii^' Hills to select (ommittees 
in each House the\ iiia\ he delibet;»t(‘(l upon b\ a jouit cniifeiiOH e in 
the firsi instance. Hut in the rules what should be ibe proceduie of 
the joint coufereiu'e is not laid down, vo tlie joint conferenee will Iuinc 
its own procedure. Now' 1 rannot, in advance, bind the joint con- 
ference as to whether the membeis of l)oth Houses shoubl l)e invited 
to send theii' suyy»estions to them or not, but it is <]nit(‘ open to the 
joint eonference to circulanze to tin* members of both Houses that il 
there be any su^xpestmus which the membeis would like to place betoie 

them tbe\ can easiU do so And. Sir, c\cn that is not all. It the * 

members s^i lilu* ihev can a^am HM-ousider the w lode tiling; that rijxht 
ul the House is not beinix taken away, hecause the repoit oi the joint 
confeience will be placed bcfoic the .\ssembh and when it :s s^> placed 
it llie members S4) desire and il tbe paiiies hke to discuss tlo' nmtter 
in detail, jusl .is lbe\ di^nis^ ,i rejKUl itom the select comniittec, 
clan.-ic by < lailMi*. am! it llic llouso waul that tbe eninc tub's shmild 

lie taken up <dau.se b\ < bnis^* it will l»e cpiite open to Itie House to tlo 

.so rile omIn diflbultv Is that .it ibis .starre I c.innot on ln'halt of 
(lovevnmeiit ^uaiautee that, it tins is ^miij;; to be pudon^-eii and every- 
thin); IS ) 4 oin)x to be dis('ussed, time can be pioMded foi the House to 
do that! I jxive no umierlakiii); as lecards wbat lime will la* illlow ed 
f<ir that. But the repiot will leitainly be placed Indore tlie Assembly 
and op|H)r1nnity to tbe lUmse il tbex so desire to consider in 

detail the amendments. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In tWt event, 1 that 

instead of Rule M, Rule 12 be folloW'ed. AVhat the Hon’Vde Sir 
Nnzimuddin has explained relates entirely to matters oonlemplated in 
Rule 12 and not Rule 11. 

Th« Hoil’M Khwaja 8lr NAIIMUDDIN ; 1 don't frhiak any change 

(Mil be mode. The House has fxot to inuke up its mind whether it will 
accept my motion or reject it. Rule 11 ha.s already been jriven effect 
to in the other House. Tbe other House will not l)e meeting*, for 
another 6 days and tbe whole thing will be very much delayed. 
Fourteen days* statutory time will have to be given and the 

expiry of that, if the session is closed, it will not be 
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Or. NALINAIC8HA8ANYALS 

a night session if nefesH;jrv. 


The responsibility is yours. 


Have 


The HOfi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: That is entirely for 
Government. Ifitionernmenl are satisfied that n reasonable opportunity 
has be^i piven 

. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUOHURI: To whomy 


The Hon*bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: To )a>tb the Honses l»v 

iiieaiis ot tins j<»ini (iinierenee It tlwit is not aeeepted, tlien 

Governioenl may iml >^i\e aiiv thrlloM tip|M>rl!iTiity . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Tins is a threat. I appe<il to y<Mi. 
Siiy that Sir Nazimiiddin should not y^ixe 4 in\ threats to Mils House. 
Will you j)lease ask him lo witlidraw Ins threat'^ 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: As 1 am on mv le^^s. 
J am not uoJii^ t<i j;i\e w.iv i<» Di Saiixal. So Ion;.!, 1 have lefraiiieil 
"*Tiom men I liuii n^'' ihf lail, hul as l)i Saiisal luis piolested on tin* 
ol HikmI, I ina\ s,)\ that it was in eoiiHiiltai ion willi him 
veslerdax and uilh hi^- .ippiosai ih.H this iiroceilnie was .irrepteii I 
do not know wh\ hr h.is ( ti,(uu*^rd his mind I ran assiiie the lloiis** 
lli.il I hasr 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 'I’h.o is p.iji ol m\ sii^»'}4-eslion 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I have laken no (larl in 

<4ettin;< his name <011 <d ihi*- rroomiina* 

Mr. C. MORGAN: t)n a point ol inioimalion. So It this k^so- 
Intjoii is aeeepted, do ifie iiiles toie'* into tone in an.v <as<' on (he 1 st 
of April? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a <|uesliiin ot lejti^al fonse(|uenfs*, [ ennnoL 
say. 

There is a rertaiii amount of tnisunderstarnlin^f over this cpiestion. 
rnfortunately here we are not jr<»verned by the provisiotiH of the 
(tovernnient of Intlia A<‘i or the iiiles. We are here rarrying out the 
ftjnction which has eoine over to us by h certain Act pasfied by the 
Centra] Legishiture, I take it tlmf the (Jentml J/egislalure did twit 
probably fore»*ce the CHjmplexiiies ol the probleins that would ariae. 
Otht?rwise there must have been srnne provision to obviate these. Af 
matters stand at j* lueans that thi» has to approved or di»* 

appn^;$<j by the liegislature. How and in what manner the l>egia- 
biture has to appt^ve of thfun has been left vairiie for the time being. 
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THi ii the first time that a question of this character has arisen, and 
I take it that not only the merits of this case but also other incidental 
matters will have to be gone into with a view to guide us in our future 
deliberations on these matters. For the time being the. issue is clear. 
There is a resolution passed asking the concurrence ofrthis House to^a 
conference between the two Houses by the other House. It Ivill be 
quite open to this House, instead of accepting a conference, to suggest 
a joint committee. But we are here in this position that the other 
House has asked for a conference. This House may either reject it 
or suggest a joint committee. Foi the lime being the procedure 
suggested has been in cousoiiance with Kule IJ, namely, that a con- 
ference between the two Chambers is considered desirable, to cx)nsider 
the rules in terms of section l.TKJ) ot tlie Act which says; — 

“All rules made under this Act by the Central Government or by 
any Piovincial Government shall be laid lor not less than 14 days 
before the Central or Provincial Legislature, as the case may be, as 
soon as possible after they are made, and shall be siihject to such 
modifications as the Jjegislature may make during the session in which 
they are so laid.” 

There are many com pleii lies. It is not a question of threat. It is a 
question of legal oonse(|uence. SupjKising the two Houses do not 
agree, well, this Act does not provide as to what the consequence will 
be. Gn the other band, unless yon diHtt]>f>H)ve jointly, the rules stand. 
Whether that is the leual eftect is aUo a nialier winch has to be con- 
sidered. Tlierefoie, I don’t raise that I'isue I'^or tin* time being 1 jml 
the resolution to the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In that .ase, may I be permitted 
to move an amendments 

Mr. SPEAKER: I .tm piepared to give you a chance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sii, I beg to move that a resolution 
he passed in this Chamber recommemling that the Motor Vehicles Rules 
he committed to a Joint ('ommittee of iM^tli t^hamhers and a message 
be sent to the other Chamber to inform it of the resolution and to 
desire its concurrence in the resolution as }>er Rule 12 of the Bengal 
legislative (Joint Sittings and Communications) Rules. 

TIm Hon’bit Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of orae^ 
Sir. Before Br. Sanyal takovS up any time, I should like to submit 
that there. is no procedure for a joint committee except in the case of a 
Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the Hon’ble Sir Nasimuddsm has 
caught you this time. (I>RUghter,) 
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Dr, NALINAK3HA 8ANYAL: No. Sir. I waut ruling: uh 
to whether this^is ^oin^ to be treated as a Hill or not. That is the 
whole j)urpo.se oi niy (oiitentio!!. It _\<mr rulinjr is ^roin^ to be that 
this will n.ot be tre^ited as a Hill, then the Ibin’ble Sir Nazinuiddin's 
(X)iitentioii may ke aeceptiable ; otherwise iii\ |H)int stands. 

Mr, SPEAKER: On a contentious matter like this, I would not 
take the risk of a <le( isioii winch will have the etl’ect of making 

what is not a Hill a Hill That is mx <liHicult\. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: What is it then? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not know. Theietore 1 hold that Dr. SanyaTs 
motion is not in order. 

The motion ol tin* Ilon’ldc Khwaja Sn Na/imiiddin that this House 
is ot opinion that a conteKoice between the' two Ohamlans is desnable 
*^and that members ot ih(‘ Hen^^al Lej^ islat i\ Assembl\ a^ree to a joint 
c*onfpienee with the ri'joes(‘ntat i\ es of the Hen^Ml la'p-islaliNe (spineil 
to consider tin* rules framed b> the (ioNeinment under the Indian Motor 
\ (diodes Act, Hid!). ,ind laid bet<»t(* the As>embl\ under section 
ot the said Act and toi that jiuijsise .»p|>oint tlie following: jH^rsons as 
its lepresentatives — 

(1) The Hoidble Khw.ija Sir Nazimuddiii. 

(2) Mr. Ihnid Hendry, 

td) Ml. Tulin Hehary Mullick, 

(4) Khan Hahadur Mahonimad Ali, 

(o) Mr. Fazlur Uahman, of IhiKa, 

(b) Ml. Sianto.sh Kumar Hasu, and 
(7) Mr. M Shamsuddin Ahnool, 

was then jnit and ap-reed to. 

Adjoumment. 

It being 5-50 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 |>.m. on Tuesday, the 2f»th 
March, *1940, at the As.Membl> House, (dilcutta. 
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Debt Settli'ineni Hoards in Cox’s Ha/.ar 
niul Saiiar siibdiv i i.»n of Chdta- 
ttonK (D ' 1> 1 !!• 

Ibrniand tor urant 

Atcdi<‘al pp lid 115 

Joint Conference 

iia\m}i til*' Indian .Motor \t‘lii(U‘s 
Hiiles on the Tabli' pp -7h-'J7i> 

Kumar, Mr. A tut Chandra 

Doniand tor Mirant . * 

7 - Laml H4‘\ line p|> 

kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 

Di'ipand t*M ^lant 
.‘{<1 riifilii Kealtli pp h)lir»7 

0 

Land Revenue— 7 

Dinnainr lof ^r.int pp 15l.l-2l!h 

Late publication of the result of the 
Junior Madrasah Examination, 19J9: 

(g ) p 1 

Laying the Indian Motor Vehicles Rules 
on the Table 

Joint ( onlon'rno pj». l’7s-27lt 

Llve-stolk m Bengal: tg t p 
Mahiuddin Ahmed, Maulvi 

l>emand for }{rant 
dS— Ahnljcal ; pp. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

Con.«trurtion ,ot Hunlw an-ArainbaKb 
Roa<l near Damcxlar Hrid^o (g.) p. 

82. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra 

* .Scheme for widemnK the UhI of the 
river Kaliajt^hai ni .Midiiapore dis- 
‘triclT! (Q.) pp. 1B7-188. 


MWHtal, Mr. AmrlU LM 

Demand for grant; 

4.‘l — Industnes — Industries: pp. «• 

:n. 

Irregularitiw in sU»ainer sorvioe ironi 
Sorajganj to (^immbari ; (Q.) p. 138. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl 

Rural r<,H'onstructioii .siKuetii'a on ro~ 
*>perative iiasi'* in Raj^thnlii district ; 

(g » pp l.'ib-l.'Hi. 

Maniruzsaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 

Consulting l(M al M 1. .\.’k hi making 
nominations to s*'lf-governing local 
ImmIm'h ig » p 9. 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Demand lor grant 
7- laiiid il4'\«'nuo. pp. 199*201. 
Rimlisution ot agrimiltural loans given 
to till' people ol Kasim polM'<wHtation, 
I'lppera, (g.i p. 85. 

’lippera Distrn'i Hoard KJwtion (Q.) 

P 87. 

Medical— 38 

Ib-ninnd lor grant pp. 95-l.'k). 

Message from the Bengal Legislative 
CounoK: p. 285. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative 
Council about a Joint Conforonoei p. 

;tof. 

Miles, Mr. C. W. 

M*»(u*ti ol .\<ldieHH pp. <>9-7I. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Deinurid lor grant; 

.V> Ci\il Works and 81 — C*ivil Works 
not f'harged to Revenue . pp. 273* 
275. 

Moslem Alt Mollah, Maulvi 

R«*<TUitment of Sii|Kiriii tendon ts of 

K,\ris<‘ . <g.) p. 2. 

Motion of addrtu the Govemoi 

Cnder rule 117 of thd Bengal Legis> 

lativr AHsembly Procedure Hulen; 

pp. 60^, 



Motioiit rtfirdint amwiilmwit of ttio 
Ortfor-lii-CounoH, 1936: p. 61. 

Moiammol Huq, MoiHvl Md. 

Communal ratio in the clerical staffs of 
Pahna and certain other Collec- 
toraUw; (Q.) p. 

Demand tor grant; 

4 ;i— Industries— Industries, pp. 40’42. 

Muhammad Afial, Khan Sahib Maulvl 

•ytd 

Vacancies filled up hy District Judge, 
Bakurganj, after March 17th, 19.19 . 
(Q ) p. 131. 

Muhammad lirall, Maulvl 

Demand for grant; 

X V 1 1 ~ I rngaiion , etx' , pp. 25,6-2.56. 

Dale publication of the result of the 
.lumor Madrasah FiXariunation, 1939. 
(g.) p. 4. 

Mukharjl, Or. Sharat Chandra 

Demand tor grant. 

,*tH .Med teal pl> llXl-KKi. 

MuHhorlao, Mr. Ohirondra Narayan 

Prohibit ion ol one Sirnjul Daq mlo 
Calcutta Hiul e«>rtain other notified 
areas iQ.) p l-5<f 

Kcoirdmg <tl juti' lands m the Hooghlj 
district . (Q.'* p. 91 . 

.Sinking of tulx'-atdls in Hm>ghh dis- 
trict . ig.) p, 147-118. 

Mulllok, tha Hon’bta Mr. Mukunda 

■ohary 

Debt Settleniem Hoards in Cox’s 
Baanr and Snilivr subdivisions ol 
(Muttngong. tg.f pp. 149-150. 
Drgaiusntion ol rural reconstruction 
MM'ieiies during' the Inxt thr»H' finan- 
eial years; (<;.! p. 136. 

liurai rtHMuis timet 1 on societuvs on co- 
opt'rative bams in lU}shahi district; 
p. 130. 


,INpEi. [VoL. LVI-Ito,;ii • 

' • 

Minhtrrufl Hosnin, tht Hon’bl* NmM; 
Khan Bahadur* 

Demands for gratis: 

27— Administration of Justice: pp. 
288, 300-304. ^ ‘ • 

Vacancies tilled tip by District Jjidge, 
Bnkarganj, alter March 17th, 1939: 
tg.) pp. 131-132. • 

Nandy» the Hon’ble Maharaja Srlaohtn- 
dra, of Cotslmbazar 

Construction ot Burdaan-Arambagh 
Road near Damwlar Bridge: (Q.)' 
p. 82. 

(lonstruction of Dacca-.\ricba Road. 

tg.) p. 90. 

Demands tor grants 

.50 — (bvil Works and 81 — C’lvil 
Wo^k^ not chargisi to Revenue 
pp. 205-268, 270-277 
XV'Il — Irrigation, etc.; pp. 235- 
240, 259-201 

Flood due to Myinensingh-Bbairab 
ha/ar Raileay hni' (g ) p. 03. 
Forms t<»r iiuitiiig tenders by the 
('oiniiiuincation and Works Dejiart- 
ment (Q.) j)p. MO-141, 

Irregularities ui steamer .stU’Mee Irom' 
S<'rajganj ('haraliari (Q 1 p 

i;i8 

Irngntion ami agricultural develop- 
ment of Milage^ ol Dbalai and Far- 
hiidabad ((,) ^ p 2.tl. 

.Sarta Bridge o\er tlif river Halda ni 
Cbitlagong tg ) p 14 
S(dieme tor uidiiiiiig the Imd ot the 
ruer Kahagliai lu .Midnupois* dis 
tnel (Q,) pp Ik^-191. 

Narimuddin, the Hon’bte Khwaja Sir 

Orders issued to larntmen ot Senhati- 
ghat by the .suMliispw'tor of Police, 
Dnulntpur. i^Q.} p 134. 

Point ol order r<*garding holding ot a 
Joint (’ontereuee of tvio Houses to 
consider the rules nuob' under the 
.Motor VehicUss Aci . j>p .307, 

.’109. ,310. ,311 

Prohibition of one Sirajul Haq into 
Calcutta and certain other notified 
ar»uus (Q.) p. 151. * 

Transh-r of Rhupguri polioe*8tation, 
Jalpaigun. to Banarbat; tt).)' p. 

85. 



Voi. LVI— No. 4.1 INDEX-. 

ObUtoiry . ^ 1* 

Mr J. L IJanorjw; p. 187. 

OnS^ itsuetf to boatmon 

. Ol .'^iMihatinIiat b\ tl)(‘ >ul>-I n-spoitoi ol } 

i^>\Hv a/. v\> 

Organisation of rural rooonstruction 
societies 

huniiu' tin- last thri'o financinl AtMirn 
{i).) p i:«; 

Outrage on the Marquis of Zetland, 
•Socretary of State for India: p H() 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

DtMiinnfl ior grant 

.{!>- I*ul»!i( ficaltli [jp 17!»-lSl . 

Point of Order ! 

I^‘g,l^(iln); liolrlmg dI a .l<nnt I 

,MtM cl Iwc HoU'Cs t4» fonsiilnr tin* ! 

rule-- pi ciiin’; 4 .i u*<l Milder the Motor | 

Nrhiel.- Alt pp dOA-dld j 

Prohibition of entry I 

U|. 'Mile nu.mmI llai^ iMlo ('ah’utta and 
<ertaiM Mtliei MotdM-d areas •i) ) p 
' ^1 Mi > 

Protectioft of rights of hshormen: tQ ) 

p M 

Public Hoatth-~39 

Denuiinl lor grant ■ pp IW-lHh. 

Raikut, the Hon'bie Mr. Prasanna Dob 

I)4-iiiands lor grants 

Id I iidti Ancs - ('ineiiona • pp. 4 h. 

'■’L i 

liisTuitment oJ SujK'nntendenta of j 

Kxeisc (Q.i p, d. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

ikunand jur grant. 

— Stainp.s pp i.M;.2H7 

Rate of price of butter and ghat for | 
certain hospitals in Calcutta} (Q.) p. 

83. 

Ray Chkudhury, Mr. Birtndra Kfthoro 

* IVninud for grant 

a-l.'i-^JnViuHtni*s — induHtn^; pp. 37- 
3R* 


Raaliaation of agHoiiltiirBi .loMw 

Given U> the people of Kaaba poliw- 
Htation, Tipj>er« : (Q.) p. 85. • • 

(iranuni to cultivators in Kuri.gittm 
snlxiivision . (Q.) p. 89. 

Recent Govommant oanaus of domoitle 
animals t (Q.^ p. 1. 

Recording of lute tanda In tho Nooglily 

district: iQ.) p 91. 

Recruitment ol Suparlntandanta of 
Excise: (Q.) p. 2. 

Remission of Intaroat 

On airear rents in l)eb-Harina Wards 
Kstiite in Dinajpur; (if.) p. 2H.S. 

Roy, the Hon'bie Sir Bljoy Prasad SlngH 

.\pp4Mnii(ieniN rnadi* in departiiieiitN 
under the Hon’hle Iti'veiiue Minister: 
(Q.) p 12. 

('oiiiiunnal ratio in appotntrio'nts tnulor 
f'luirl of Wards in Kaiigpur: (Q.) 

p 280. 

('oiiininnai ratio in ilie elenenl staffs 
of Pahiia. and certain other (’oiler* 
torates f(^ ) p. 28] 

Oetnands tor grunlH 

.')•! "Famine pp. 22H, 232-233. 

7 Land ILomiiie. pp, 193-198, 
220-226. 

51— .Stamps- pp. 280, 287. 
F.iif<»M’emeiii of euriimuiiai ratio in 
cirrieal appointments m Fahna 
{ ‘olhs-itirat' (Q.) p. 1.3, 

ProOs-tion of rights of fishermen ; 

(Q ) P. HI 

Realisation of agricultural Loans given 
to the pfsjple of Kasha police-sUl- 
tion, Tippera ((f.f p. 8/>. 

ReuliMiitioii of agrn-iilturul loans grant* 
ed to cultivators in Kiirigrain suh* 
diviaion ((^.) p. Hit. 

Remission of interest on arroar rents 
in i)eh-}iarrna “^Wards KstaUf ^ in 
Dinajpur (Q.) p?^^3. 

Settlement recovery camp at Jatrapur 
in Kongratii subdivision: (Q.) p. 
86 . 



I«DEX. fVoL. LVI^Ko: 4. 


I 

Roy, Mr. Kiilnat Krithiui 

Demand lor grant; 

« 60 — Civil Works and Hi- Civil Works 
not charged to Revenue pp 271- 
272. 

Roy, Mr. Manmottia Nath 

Demands lor grantn . 

411— -IndufttneH IndustricH pp. H8- 

40. 

7~Land llevonuo pp. 202-204. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram 

(Iriint HlijKmdH to the ScIumIuUmI 
(UiHte Htiid«*iitt* ; ((,).) p. 4. 

Rural rooonstruotlon societies on oo-ope* 
rative basis In Rajshahi district: (Q ) 

pp i;vi-i.%. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Irrigation and agricultural develop- 

iiieui oi l.lu> villagOH ot Dhulai and 
Kiirhadahud (Q.) p. 2.‘i4 

Sarin Hridg<* over tlie river Huldu in 
(Miittagong (Q.) p 14 

Sanyai, Dr. Nalinaksha 

(’iiruliir letter \o (J’J (I’riO) (. \ . dnteil 
loth Mnreh p 210 
Denmiid lor grant: 

XVII Irrigation, ot«'. pp 2ril-2r):{ 

Korins I'or inviting IimuKus h} the (’oin- I 
muiiiealMmH and Works Dopartuieiit j 
(Q.) p 140 

Motion ol addresH pp 77-70 

Point ol Order regarding holding ol a 
Joint (’onlenniee of two Houses to 
tHMisider the ruU*s luade under the 
Motor Vehieles Aet . pp. .*kV), .‘100. 

;U2, m. 

Special motion umU*r Rule 05 tl) of the 
Bengal lj«»gislative AssemhU PrtHv- 
dure RuU*« . pp. 52-hB 

tanyal, Mr. tasanka Sskhar 

Demands for g'ants: 

y 

27 — Administration ot Justic'e; pp. 
295-298. 

38-Medical: pp. 117-119. 


Rarker, Mr. Ma^husudar) 

lVut€*ction ot rights ot fishermen ; 

(g.» p Ki. • 

Sarker, Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Motion of Ad<lresH to the Governor 
und<*r Rule 117 oi the Bengal 
lutive Assi'nihly Procinlure Rules; 

pp. 

Motion of Address pp. 76-77. 

Sarta Bridge over the river Halda In. 

Chittagong: (Q.) p. 14. 

Scheme for twidening the bed of the river 
Kaiiaghai In Midnapore district: (Q.) 
pj) ]h7-1m.H. 

Selection of text-books for primary 

schools: (i) } p. 5. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

l>eiitnn<l lor grant 

27- .\dimnistr:ition ol Justice pp. 
29:{-295 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra 

Deiiiaiid tor grant 
:10- Public Ht'iilth pp 17(t-17:i, 

Settlement recovery camp at Jatrapur in 
Kurigram subdivision: {Q } p 86 

Shahedali, Mr. 

Deiiiaud lor grunt 

Id Industries Industriw pp. 

;i5 

Singha, Mr. Kshetra Nath 

('onitnuiiui ratio in appointments under 
Court ot Wards in Uangpur (Q.) 
p. 2H0 

IkMiiand tor grant 
7 Land lleNenue pp. 206-208. 

Sinking of tube-wells In Hooghly district: 

(Q.) pp 147-14H. 

Speaker Mr. (the Hon'Me Khan Bahadur 
M. Aziful Haqut, C.ljE.) 

Rulings and observation on; 

('ircular buti r .\o 62 (2501 L.A., 
daiiil loth Marcli. p. 241. 
point ot order reganlmg Joint Sitting 
to consider I he Rules made under tlie 
Motor Vehicles Art pp. .‘X)5, W)6, 
;f07, aii-;P2 



VoL. LVI— No. i,] 


INDEr. !) »« 

T— ta i« lii Kliaft, IlM NM'Mt Mr^ OoMid. 


•pMUil Motion-^ • ^ 

Under Rule 95 (1) the Bengal Legi»- 
^il^ve AsHcmbiy Procedure Rulei; 

• pp. 52^., 

8taingt^9 

"T)einand8 lor grants: pp. 280-287. 

• 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'bit Mr. H. t. 

Appointment of a Special Officer to 
examine the question ol improving 
the pa> and proapects of inferior 
servantH (Q.) p l;t4. 

Motion ot Addn‘sa pp. 71-75. 
Tamiluddin Khan, tha Hon’bla Mr. 
Demands for grants 

4-1- Industm*'' InduHtnos pp 14- 
21, 4.V4S. 

Develojinient <»l cottage induHtneH in 
Basirliat and Rarasat subdivisionv 
(Q • p 88. 


Live-atock cenaua in Bengal: (Q.) p. 
282. 

Recent Government oenaua of domeaUo 
animalt*: (Q ) p. 1. 

Recording of jute lands in the Hooghlj 
district- (Q.) p. 92. 

Tippora Oittrlct Board EiaotkMit (Q.) 

, P 

Trantfor of Dhupguri pollot-atatioii, <lal* 

palguri; to Banarhat: (Q.) p. 84. 

Vaognolat 

Filled up |»v District Judge, Bakar- 
gaiij, afU'r .March 17th, 19H9: (Q.) 

p. Idl 

Wallur Rahman, Mr. 

Demand for grant 
:i8- Medical pp. 108-100. 


a 


B.G. 


Prtpo— 1940-4 1~-89I8A— 700. 









